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editor’s note 


Our mission: 


send you to Boise prepared. 


s you make your notations for the 

three new bowls that have been added 

to the college football calendar—and 
prepare those flight reservations for Boise and 
Mobile—we at Street & Smiths welcome you 
to another season hoping that you'll find some- 
thing in these pages to whet your appetite. 

Our mission is to thrust you forward into 
the season, with the final destination being 
Thrifty Rental Car Bow! Week and those 28 
postseason games that come with it. 

(Speaking of the postseason glut, you'll 
find Pete Williams’ story on why almost half 
of the Division I teams will be bowl-bound 
on page 18.) 

Let’s hope you find some surprises inside. 
One might be that we've got Texas No. 1, 
probably for the first time since Darrell Royal 
was walking the sidelines in Austin. We figure 
four consecutive top-ranked recruiting classes 
ought to be good for something, so why not 
give Mack Brown and Chris Simms even 
more pressure to produce a national title 
down in the Lone Star State? 

(Speaking of Simms, you'll find Lenn 
Robbins’ story on the Longhorn quarterback 
prodigy on page 24.) 

Of course, the core of our book is devoted 
to previews. We've got all 117 I-A teams 
covered for you, plus more extensive cover- 
age of I-AA, Division II, Division III and 
black college football than we think you'll 
find anywhere else. 
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We've also added a page to each I-A 
preview and further boosted the major 
conferences with an additional overview page 
that gives you answers such questions as: 

= Who's the best coaching strategist in 

the Big Ten? 

= Who's the best player under pressure 

in the Pac-10? 

= Who's the biggest underachiever in 

the SEC? 

@ Which coach is on the spot in the 

ACC? 

We've also gotten some assistant coaches 
to talk about their conference rivals and 
you'll find those sometimes-controversial 
quotes on the overview page. 

In addition to our usual extensive prep 
coverage— including the unveiling of Street 
& Smiths 2002 High School All-America 
Team and hundreds of honorable men- 
tions—we've increased our recruiting infor- 
mation, ranking the top recruiting classes 
in each major conference and providing 
Student Sports Magazine prep expert Doug 
Huff's analysis of the Top 25 incoming 


classes on page 167. 

For even more on the new season, log on 
to our web site, www.streetandsmiths.com. 
If we've done our job, there should be 
enough useful info to get you through this 
year’s Humanitarian Bowl on the beautiful 

blue turf in Boise. 


D. Scott SmitH 
MANAGING EDITOR 
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on sale October 1 


Flaunt Your 
Attitude! 


_—— | magine reclining in the comfort of leather while you watch your team on TV, or letting 


everyone in the office know exactly where your loyalties lie! You can do more than 
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Why Should All the Fun Be on Sunday? 
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College Football 
Every Point Scored=........... 1 point 


Passing Yards over 300= 
Rushing Yards over 200 
Every Sack Allowed =. . 
Interceptions = 


Passing Yards under 150 = ....5 points 
Rushing Yards under 100 =... ..5 points 


Sack = eek 1 point 
Every Interception =. ... <1 point 
Bonus Points (Team) 

Win =. * os 10 points 
Loss = +10 points 
Shutout=......... 10 points 
Getting Shutout = --10 points 
Upset Top 25 Team = ......-.20 points 
Beat Lesser Top 25 Team= . . 10 points 


Questions: 
www. fantasycup.com 
or callus at: 


1-888-611-SACK 


Alabama-Birmingham.. 
Albany.. 
Alcorn State 
Appalachian State 
Arizona 
Arizona State... 
Arkansas. 
Arkansas-Pine Bluff. 


Bethune-Cookman. 
Boise State... 


Central Florida 
Central Michigan ... 
Charleston Southern 
Chattanooga 
Cincinnati 
Citadel.. 
Clemsor 
Coastal Carolina 
Colgate. 

Colorado 
Colorado State 
Columbia. 
Connecticut 
Cornell... 
Dartmouth... 


East Tennessee State 
Eastern Illinois.... 


Eastern Washington. 


Mis 
Mississippi State 

lississippi Valley St 

Florida Atlantic 


Florida State. 

Fordham ene. 

Fresno State Montana State 
Furman... Morehead State.. 


Gardner-Webb evninnnn 
GeOFGeLOWN ennnmnnnnenne 
GeOFGIA ence 
Georgia Southern... 
Georgia Tech 


New Hampshire. 
New Mexico. 
New Mexico State, 
Nicholls State 
Norfolk State 
North Carolina... 
North Carolina Aa 
North Carolina State 


Mlinois State .. 
Indiana... 
Indiana State 
lona 
lowa. 
FOWA StALE anrnensrnnnns 
Jackson State. 
Jacksonville........ 

Jacksonville State. 
James Madison. 
Kansas... 
Kansas State.. 
Kent State 
Kentucky... 


Northern Illinois. 
Northern lowa. 
Northwestern 


Lafayette... Pittsburgh... 
LaSalle... Portland State 
Lehigh Prairie View A&M. 


Lien Princeton 
Louisiana State enone Purdue...... 
Louisiana TeCh sun Rhode Islan 
Louisiana-Lafayette........ Rice. 


St John’s (NY). 
‘St.Mary's (CA). 


Memphis.... St. Peter's (NJ).. 

Miami (FL) Sam Houston State 

Miami (OF)... Samford... 

Michigan... $M Die GO enn 

Michigan State nenrnnnnnnnn46 San Diego State... 5 
Middle Tennessee. nnnnnn103 San Jose State... 2 


South Florida 
Southeast Missouri St. 
Southern 
Southern California 
Southern Illinois 
Southern Methodist. 
Southern Mississippi 
Southern Utah. 
Southwest Missouri St. 
Southwest Texas St. 
‘Stanford 
Stephen F. Austin 


Tennessee... 
Tennessee-Martin. 
Tennessee State 
Tennessee Tech. 
Texas... 
Texas A&M. 
Texas Christian, 
Texas Southern, 
Texas Tech. 


Valparaiso. 
Vanderbilt... 
Villanova 
Virginia... 
Virginia Military, 
Virginia Tech. 


Weber State 
West Virginia 
Western Carolina... 
Western illinois 
Western Kentucky 
Western Michigan 


Youngstown State. 


www.streetandsmiths.com 
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: Street & Smith’s Sports Annuals, 


on 1 1120 W. Morehead Street, Ste. 230, Charlotte, NC 28202, Attn: 


Street & Smith’s All-America Team 


National Preview 

By Scott Rabalais, The (Baton Rouge, La.) Advocate 
Observations, insights and our 
predictions for the new season. 


Bowled Over 4 Pete witiams 

The glut of meaningless bowls 
has everyone wondering when 
enough will be enough. 


sp 


Favorite Son sy Lenn Robbins, New York Post 
With the shadow of his father still 
looming and Major Applewhite gone, 
Chris Simms gets one last chance to 
win the hearts of Texas fans. 


Black College Preview 
By Lut Williams, Black College Sports Page 


Street & Smith’s High School 
All-America Team 
By Doug Huff, Student Sports Magazine 


NCAA Bowl Schedule 


Division | Team Schedules 
2001 NCAA Final Stats 
2001 Season Recap 


National Recruiting Report 


30 ACC 

38 Big East 

45 BigTen 

55 Big 12 

64 Conference USA 
70 Pac-10 

78 SEC 

89 WAC 


94 Mountain West 
99 Mid-American 
103 Sun Belt 
106 Independents 


108 Overview 

109 Atlantic 10 
111 Big Sky 

112 Big South 

113 Gateway 

114 Ivy 

115 Metro Atlantic 
116 Northeast 
117. Ohio Valley 
118 Patriot 

119 Pioneer 

120 Southern 

121 Southland 
122 Independents 


127. CIAA 
128 MEAC 
130 SIAC 
131 SWAC 


133 Independents 


134 Division Il 
137 Division Ill 


Covers: Jones, Pearman, Perry, Smith, Davis, Massey, Gesser, 
\s, Redding, Leftwich, Navarre: 
Tomasso DeRosa Duval, Ochs: 


Media Gathers: Phil Wiliams Pint 
Bob Rosato/BRSP Doss: Paul Jsienski Wills 
Dame Kelly: oe Robbins Paus: John SooHo 


Garolina Claussen: 
am: courtesy Notre 
ickett: Kevin Reece 


‘Adams: Chuck Rydlewski Edwards: Paul Chapman/BRSP- 


This page and facing, clockwise from top right: Chuck Rydlewskl, 
Joe Robbins Paul asienski, Vince Muznik Tomasso DeRosa Paul Jsiens, 
Tomasso Defosa,Joe Robbins 
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FOOTBALL FOUNDATION 
Present 


‘compiled by Jim Carley 


OFFENSE 


QB Rex Grossman JR Florida 

RB Anthony Davis SO Wisconsin 

RB Dahrran Diedrick SR Nebraska 
WR _ Roy Williams JR Texas 

WR Charles Rogers JR Michigan State 
OL Brett Williams SR Florida State 
OL Kwame Harris JR Stanford 

OL Jon Stinchcomb SR Georgia 

OL Derrick Roche SR Washington State 
OL Jeff Faine SR Notre Dame 

TE Trent Smith SR Oklahoma 

PK Todd Sievers SR Miami 

KR Luke Powell JR Stanford 


DEFENSE 


DL Greg Gathers SR Georgia Tech 

DL Eric Manning SR Oregon State 

DL Darnell Dockett JR Florida State 

DL Cory Redding SR Texas 

LB EJ. Henderson SR Maryland 

LB Jarrod Penright SR Texas A&M 

LB Lance Briggs SR Arizona 

DB Troy Polamalu SR USC 

DB Stuart Schweigert JR Purdue 

DB Terrance Holt SR North Carolina State 
DB Dennis Weathersby SR Oregon State 
Nate Fikse SR UCLA 


OFFENSE 


QB Ken Dorsey SR Miami 

RB Clarence Farmer JR Arizona 
RB Bruce Perry JR Maryland 

WR Lee Evans SR Wisconsin 

WR Darius Watts JR Marshall 

OL Wayne Lucier SR Colorado 
OL Tony Pashos SR Illinois 

OL Brett Romberg SR Miami 

OL Mike Saffer SR UCLA 

OL Greg Schindler SR Stanford 
TE Randy McMichael SR Georgia 
PK Damon Duval SR Auburn 

KR Dexter Wynn JR Colorado State 


DEFENSE 


DL Dewayne White JR Louisville 
DL Chris Kelsay SR Nebraska 

DL Terrell Suggs JR Arizona State 
DL Rodney Leisle JR UCLA 

LB Lawrence Flugence SR Texas Tech 
LB Bradie James SR LSU 

LB Victor Hobson SR Michigan 

DB Ricky Manning SR UCLA 

DB Mike Doss SR Ohio State 

DB Nathan Vasher JR Texas 

DB Donald Strickland SR Colorado 
P Brooks Barnard SR Maryland 


OFFENSE 


QB Byron Leftwich SR Marshall 

RB Chance Kretschmer SO Nevada 
RB LaBrandon Toefield JR LSU 

WR Shaun McDonald JR Arizona State 
WR_ Billy McMullen SR Virginia 

OL A.J.Ricker JR Missouri 

OL Ben Claxton SR Ole Miss 

OL Sherko Haji-Rasouli SR Miami 
OL Nat Dorsey SO Georgia Tech 
OL Todd Wike SR Maryland 

TE Dallas Clark SR lowa 

Xavier Beitia SO Florida State 
KR Kelley Rhino SR Georgia Tech 


DEFENSE 


DL Tommie Harris SO Oklahoma 
DL Shaun Cody SO USC 

DL Kindal Moorehead SR Alabama 
DL Jerome McDougle SR Miami 

LB Kendyll Pope JR Florida State 
LB Dontarrious Thomas JR Auburn 
LB Brian Gamble SR Texas A&M 

DB Michael Waddell SR North Carolina 
DB Sammy Davis SR Texas A&M 

DB Eugene Wilson SR Illinois 

DB DeJuan Groce SR Nebraska 

P Freddie Capshaw SR Miami 
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HONORABLE MENTION 


Chris Simms SR Texas 
Eli Manning JR Mississippi 

Casey Clausen JR Tennessee 

Dave Ragone SR Louisville 

Carson Palmer SR USC 

Kliff Kingsbury SR Texas Tech 

Cody Pickett JR Washington 

Timmy Chang JR Hawai 

Jeff Smoker JR Michigan State 
Philip Rivers JR North Carolina State 
David Greene $0 Georgia 

Brooks Bollinger SR Wisconsin 

Chris Rix SO Florida State 

‘Mark Farris SR Texas A&M 

Jon Van Cleave JR Loulsiana-Lafayette 
Jason Gesser SR Washington State 
Seneca Wallace SR lowa State 

Zack Mills SO Penn State 

Luke McCown JR Louisiana Tech 
Brian St, Pierre SR Boston College 
Brian Lindgren JR Idaho 

Ryan Dinwiddie JR Boise State 


Cedric Benson SO Texas 
Earnest Graham SR Florida 

‘Avon Cobourne SR West Virginia 

Chris Douglas JR Duke 

Fred Talley SR Arkansas 

Thomas Hammock SR Northern Illinois 
Onterrio Smith JR Oregon 

Carnell Williams SO Auburn 

Dwone Hicks SR Middle Tennessee 

BJ. Askew SR Michigan 

Joe Haro SR UNLV 

Julius Jones SR Notre Dame 

Joe Smith SR Louisiana Tech 

Mewelde Moore JR Tulane 

Kevin Galbreath SR North Texas 

Brock Forsey SR Boise State 


Ryan MeGuffey JR Wyoming 
Dan Stricker SR Vanderbilt 

James Newson JR Oregon State 
Reggie Williams SO Washington 
Derek Abney JR Kentucky 

Kareem Kelly SR USC 

Reggie Newhouse SR Baylor 
Michael Jenkins JR Ohio State 
William Glover SR Georgia Tech 
Keenan Howry SR Oregon 

Kelley Washington SO Tennessee 
‘Andre Johnson JR Miami 

Derrick Hamilton SO Clemson 
‘Taylor Jacobs SR Florida 

Reno Mahe SR BYU 

Mark Clayton SO Oklahoma 
Ladarius Vann SR Cincinnati 
Wilson Thomas SR Nebraska 
Bernard Berrian SR Fresno State 
‘Anquan Boldin SR Florida State 
Chris Collins JR Mississippi 

Marion Barber i SO Minnesota 
Wes Welker JR Texas Tech 

Michael Clayton SO LSU 

Justin Gage SR Missouri 

Tyrone Calico SR Middle Tennessee 
Bryan Peterson SR North Carolina State 
BJ. Johnson JR Texas 

Sam Aiken SR North Carolina 


Jason Witten JR Tennessee 
Bo Scaife JR Texas 

Ronnie Ghent SR Louisville 
Ben Utecht JR Minnesota 
Doug Zeigler SR Mississippi 
Bennie Joppru SR Michigan 


Shawn Andrews SO Arkansas 
Ben Wilkerson SO LSU 

Jordan Black SR Notre Dame 
Steve Sciullo SR Marshall 

Ben Johnson SR Wisconsin 

Wes Sims SO Oklahoma, 
Montrae Holland SR Florida State 
Kyle Eaton SR Oklahoma State 
Shane Hall SR South Carolina 
Derrick Dockery SR Texas 

Dan Koppen SR Boston College 
Vince Manuwai SR Hawaii 
Jordan Gross SR Utah 

John Garrison SR Nebraska 
‘Adam Goldberg SR Wyoming 
Brian Rimpf JR East Carolina 
Enoch DeMar SR Indiana 
Milford Brown SR Florida State 
Alonzo Ephraim SR Alabama 
Stephen Peterman JR LSU 


Vincent Manuwai SR Hawait 
‘Tony Pape JR Mic! 
Damian Lavergne SR Louisiana Tech 
Chris Colmer JR North Carolina State 
Ben Archibald SR BYU 

Eric Steinbach SR lowa 

Dan Vili Waldrop JR Nebraska 

Ed Wilkins SR Miami 

Rex Hadnot JR Houston 

Scott Tercero SR California 

Adrien Clarke JR Ohio State 


David Davis SR USC 
Nick Seta SR Notre Dame 

Ryan Cesca SR Oregon State 

John Anderson SR Washington 
Steve Azar JR Northern Illinois 

Seth Marler SR Tulane 

Peter Christofilakos JR Illinois 

Luke Manget SR Georgia Tech 

Asen Asparuhov SR Fresno State 
Mark Jensen SR California 

Jarvis Wallum JR Wyoming 

Nate Kaeding JR lowa 

Drew Dunning JR Washington State 
Nick Novak SO Maryland 

Josh Scobee JR Louisiana Tech 


Jarret Johnson SR Alabama 
Dan Kiecko SR Temple 

‘Ty Warren SR Texas A&M 

Kenny King SR Alabama 

Jimmy Wilkerson JR Oklahoma 
Demoine Adams SR Nebraska 
Jimmy Kennedy SR Penn State 
‘Andrew Williams SR Miami 
Shantee Orr JR Michigan 
‘Antonio Garay SR Boston College 
lan Scott JR Florida 

Jordan Carstens JR lowa State 
Tim Anderson JR Ohio State 
‘Antwan Peek SR Cincinnati 
Garrett Smith SR Utah 

‘Shaun Phillips JR Purdue 

Calvin Pace SR Wake Forest 
‘Aaron Hunt SR Texas Tech 
Erasmus James JR Wisconsin 
William Joseph SR Miami 

Chad Lavalais JR LSU 

Dan Rumishek SR Michigan 
Kalen Thornton JR Texas 

Jeff Womble JR Florida State 
Brandon Green SR Rice 

‘Anthony Allsbury SR Western Michigan 
Darrion Scott JR Ohio State 

Nick Burley SR Fresno State 


Drew Wahiroos SR Colorado 
Mario Haggan SR Mississippi State 
Gerald Hayes SR Pittsburgh 

Richard Seigler JR Oregon State 
Lance Briggs SR Arizona 

Jonathan Vilma JR Miami 

Sean Doyle SR Missouri 

Boss Bailey SR Georgia 

Phil Archer JR Minnesota 

Michael Boulware JR Florida State 
LeMarcus McDonald JRTCU 

Landon Johnson JR Purdue 

Kevin Mitchell JR Oregon. 

Matt Robillard SR Miami Ohio 
Dantonio Burnette SR North Carolina State 
Rod Davis JR Southern Miss 

Eddie Strong SR Mississippi 

Jerry Schumacher SR Illinois 

‘Matt Wilhelm JR Ohio State 

Ross Brupbacher SR Louisiana-Lafayette 
John Garrett JR Baylor 

Ben Mahdavi SR Washington 

Clifton Smith SR Syracuse 

Dertick Johnson $0 Texas 

Fred Barr SR lowa 

Tony Bua JR Arkansas 

Teddy Lehman JR Oklahoma 
Recardo Wimbush SR Georgia Tech 
Michael Woods JR Middle Tennessee 
Nick Barnett SR Oregon State 

Kirk Morrison SO San Diego State 
Courtney Watson SR Notre Dame 
Scott Shanle SR Nebraska 

Daryl Smith JR Georgia Tech 

Robert Rodriguez SO UTEP 


Roderick Babers SR Texas 
Cato June SR Michigan 

Matt Ware SO UCLA, 

Damien James SR LSU 

Mitch Meeuwsen SO Oregon State 
Rashad Faison SR South Carolina 
Jerton Evans SR Virginia 

Todd Johnson SR Florida 


www.streetandsmiths.com 
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Christian Morton JR ilinois 
Anthony Floyd SR Louisville 

Torrie Cox SR Pittsburgh 

Charles Tillman SR Louisiana-Lafayette 
Angelo Crowell SR Virginia 

Ken Hamlin JR Arkansas 

Marlin Jackson SO Michigan 

Hanik Milligan SR Houston 

Jonas Rutledge JR SMU 

Derrick Strait JR Oklahoma 

Vontez Duff JR Notre Dame 

Ronyell Whitaker SR Virginia Tech 
Jernaro Gilford JR BYU 

Jordan Kramer SR idaho 

Jason Goss SRTCU 

Shawn Seabrooks SR Rutgers 
Tyrone Gifford SR New Mexico State 
Wille Pile SR Virginia Tech 

Benny Sapp JR lowa 

Janssen Patton JR Bowling Green 
Antwoine Sanders JR Utah 

Donnie Nickey SR Ohio State 
Lomell McPherson SO Nebraska, 
Brian Mance SR Clemson 

Jermain Woodard SO Houston 
Brandon Everage JR Oklahoma 
Jonas Buckles SO North Texas 
Shane Walton SR Notre Dame 


Glenn Pakulak SR Kentucky 

Mark Mariscal SR Colorado. 
Donnie Jones JR LSU 

Tony Yelk SO lowa State 

Brian Simnjanovski SR San Diego State 
John Skaags JR Navy 

Kevin McMyler SR Boston College 
Jason Simpson SR Fresno State 
Joey Huber SR Colorado State 
Mark Fazzolari SR West Virginia 
Joey Hildbold SR Notre Dame 
Preston Gruening JR Minnesota 


SPECIAL AWARDS 
CANDIDATES 


Rex Grossman JR Florida 
‘Anthony Davis SO Wisconsin 
Dahrran Diedrick SR Nebraska 
Ken Dorsey SR Miami 

(Chris Simms SR Texas 
Clarence Farmer JR Arizona 
Kiliff Kingsbury SR Texas Tech 
Roy Williams JR Texas 

Byron Leftwich SR Marshall 
LaBrandon Toefield JR LSU 

Eli Manning JR Mississippi 
‘Casey Clausen JR Tennessee 
Dave Ragone SR Louisville 
Carson Palmer SR USC 


Timmy Chang JR Hawaii 
Cedric Benson SO Texas 

Earnest Graham SR Florida 

‘Avon Cobourne SR West Virginia 
Chance Kretschmer SO Nevada 


Brett Williams SR Florida State 
Kwame Harris JR Stanford 
Greg Gathers SR Georgia Tech 
Jon Stinchcomb SR Georgia 
Cory Redding SR Texas 
Jeff Faine SR Notre Dame 
Eric Manning SR Oregon State 
Darnell Dockett JR Florida State 
Rodney Leisle JR UCLA 
Derrick Roche SR Was! 
Chris Kelsay SR Nebraska 
Brett Romberg SR Miami 

fe Saffer SR UCLA 
Greg Schindler SR Stanford 
Dewayne White JR Louisville 
Terrell Suggs SR Arizona State 
Tony Pashos SR illinois 
Victor Hobson SR Michigan 


ton State 


Rex Grossman JR Florida 
Ken Dorsey SR Miami 

Byron Leftwich SR Marshall 
Chris Simms SR Texas 

Eli Manning JR Mississippi 
Casey Clausen JR Tennessee 
Dave Ragone SR Louisville 
Carson Palmer SR USC 

Kliff Kingsbury SR Texas Tech 
Cody Pickett JR Washington 


Timmy Chang JR Hawaii 
Jeff Smoker JR Michigan State 
Philip Rivers JR North Carolina State 
David Greene SO Georgia 

Brooks Bollinger SR Wisconsin 


Anthony Davis SO Wisconsin 
Dahrran Diedrick SR Nebraska 
Clarence Farmer JR Arizona 

Chance Kretschmer SO Nevada 
LaBrandon Toefield JR LSU 

Cedric Benson SO Texas 

Earnest Graham SR Florida 

‘Avon Cobourne SR West Virginia 

Chris Douglas JR Duke 

Fred Talley SR Arkansas 

Thomas Hammock SR Northern Illinois 
Bruce Perry JR Maryland 


Roy Williams JR Texas 

Charles Rogers JR Michigan State 
Lee Evans SR Wiscon: 

Darius Watts JR Marshall 

Shaun McDonald JR Arizona State 
Billy McMullen SR Virgini 

Ryan McGuffey JR Wyoming 

Dan Stricker SR Vanderbilt 

James Newson JR Oregon State 
Reggie Williams SO Washington 
Derek Abney JR Kentucky 
Kareem Kelly SR USC 

Reggie Newhouse SR Baylor 
Michael Jenkins JR Ohio State 
William Glover SR Georgia Tech 


EJ. Henderson SR Maryland 
Greg Gathers SR Georgia Tech 
Cory Redding SR Texas 

Eric Manning SR Oregon State 
Darnell Dockett JR Florida State 
Jarrod Penright SR Texas A&M 
Lance Briggs SR Arizona 
Lawrence Flugence SR Texas Tech 
Bradie James SR LSU 

Dewayne White JR Louisville 
Chris Kelsay SR Nebraska 

Rodney Leisle JR UCLA 


EJ. Henderson SR Maryland 
Jarrod Penright SR Texas ASM 
Lance Briggs SR Arizona 
Lawrence Flugence SR Texas Tech 
Bradie James SR LSU 

Victor Hobson SR Michigan 
Kendyll Pope JR Florida State 
Dontarrious Thomas JR Auburn 
Brian Gamble SR Texas A&M 


Troy Polamalu SR USC 
Stuart Schweigert JR Purdue 
Terrance Holt SR North Carolina State 
Dennis Weathersby SR Oregon State 
Ricky Manning SR UCLA 

Mike Dass SR Ohio State 

Nathan Vasher JR Texas 

Donald Strickland SR Colorado 
Angelo Crowell SR Virginia 

Sammy Davis SR Texas A&M 

Eugene Wilson SR Illinois 

‘Matt Ware SO UCLA 

Michael Waddell SR North Carolina 
Deluan Groce SR Nebraska 


Todd Sievers SR Miami 
Damon Duval SR Auburn 

Nick Novak SO Maryland 
David Davis SR USC 

Nick Seta SR Notre Dame 
Ryan Cesca SR Oregon State 
John Anderson SR Washington 
Steve Azar JR Northern illinois 
Seth Marler SR Tulane 

Peter Christofilakos JR tllinois 
Luke Manget SR Georgia Tech 
Xavier Bieta SO Florida State 


Nate Fikse SR UCLA 
Brooks Barnard SR Maryland 
Freddie Capshaw SR Miami 
Glenn Pakulak SR Kentucky 

‘Mark Mariscal SR Colorado 
Donnie Jones JR LSU 

Tony Yelk SO lowa State 

Kevin McMyler SR Boston College 
Jason Simpson SR Fresno State 
Joey Huber SR Colorado State 
Mark Fazzolari SR West Virginia 
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Weekend 2002 


photos by Catherine Kiernan 


mong the highlights of the 35th annual Walter Camp Football 

Foundation weekend (Feb. 7-9) in New Haven, Connecticut, 

were the interactive Fan Fest, a Stay in School rally, visits by 
All-America and NFL players to children in local area hospitals, and the 
awards dinner at Yale University Commons. 


BN 


a = 


oe Mike Meyers ofthe New York Cty Fire Department accepts the Distinguished 
‘Americans Award on behalf of the NYC Fite, Plice and Emergency Medical 
Walter Camp Alumnus of the Year Herschel Walker. Service Personnel and Port Authority Police 


Street & Smiths Gerard Kavanagh presents Coach of the Year Award to 
Maryland's Ralph Friedgen. 


Walter Camp President Bill Rafone presents Player of the Year Walter Camp officer, Roger Sliby, and Herschel Walker (right) a = 
Award to Nebraska's Eric Crouch, flank Walter Camp Alumni President Tarek Saleh. Walter Camp Man of the Year Mike Singletary. 


Bobby Myers Tennessee Titans), Travis Dorsch (Purdue, Dwight Freeney (Syracuse) and Andre Carter ofthe San Francisco 49ers and Ann Nyberg, ABC New Haven newscaster, 
Than Merrill (Chicago Bears), left to right, at Connecticut Children’s Medical Center. at Stay in Schoo! rally. 


www.streetandsmiths.com 


WE WANT YOU TO SAVE MONEY. 
EVEN IF IT’S NOT WITH US. 


CALL US AT 1-800-PROGRESSIVE 
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By Scott Rabalais, The (Baton Rouge, La.) Advocate 


BCS ‘mess’ has life support 
through 2006, but can it outlast 
critics and revenue concerns? 


0 many who love college football, it’s 

T: coincidence that BCS rhymes with 

ess.” The convoluted ending to the 

2001 season scemed scripted to dramatize all 

the shortcomings of the Bow! Championship 
Series system and cry out for a playoff. 

But as the 2002 season approaches, the for- 
mula by which Division I-A determines its top 
team remains pretty much unchanged. Once 
again, the top two teams in the BCS formula will 
play for the mythical national championship, 
this time January 3 in the Tostitos Fiesta Bowl. 


‘The major conferences and Notre Dame— 
which for purposes of weighty college football 
decisions is a conference unto itself—have 


already signed up with BCS bowls (Fiesta, Rose, 
Sugar and Orange) and ABC for another four 
years of wedded BCS bliss. While there may be 
discussion, wailing and gnashing of teeth over 
the merits of a college football playoff, there 
won't be one until at least the 2006 season. 

If chen, If ever. 

“Ie’s hard to have a crystal ball and know 
where we go after 2006,” says Atlant 


st 
Conference Commissioner John Swofford, 
coordinator of the BCS the last two years 
“Change isn’t going to happen overnight. We'll 
need to have serious discussions about what is 
best for college football and its future. Thac 
could be anything from the continuation of the 
BCS as we know it to a full-fledged playoff” 
After producing essentially controversy-free 


national championship games after the 1998 
and 1999 seasons, the BCS has touched off 
grumbling and criticism the last two years. 
First, Miami felt it should have played 
Oklahoma for the title in the 2001 Orange 
Bowl instead of Florida State after beating the 
Seminoles during the regular season. Then, 
Oregon and Colorado each believed they should 
have been the team to play Miami in the Rose 
Bowl instead of Nebraska, which with a 


blowout loss to Colorado didn’t even play in the 
Big 12 Championship Game. 

Add to that a BCS formula that has gone 
from two polls and three computer rankings to 
eight and now seems harder to figure out than 
a quarterback-efficiency rating. Even Swofford 
understands the complaints. 
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icism of the formula is fair,” he says. 
“Ie’s complicated and perceived to be compli- 
cated. As human beings we aren't willing to 
accept things we don’t understand.” 

So what are the alternatives? While the 
BCS formula didn't benefit his team, Colorado 


2002 Rose Bowl 


h Gary Barnett said he basically likes the 
current system and can only offer one signifi- 


cant change: place more emphasis on winning 
a conference title. 


“I chink if they simply added point value to 
winning a league championship the whole 
thing would have been nice,” Barnett says. 
“There wouldn't have been all this clamoring.” 

LSU coach Nick Saban and his 1 
stoked last season's controve 


igers 
sy by beating 
Championship 
Game, keeping the Volunteers out of the Rose 
Bowl and opening the door for Nebraska and 
heated debate. He would like to s 


No. 2 Tennessee in the 


the bowl 
system remain in place, with only a mini-play- 
off to follow to remove any doubts of which is 
the best team. 

“{ would like to keep the tradition of the 


bowl games 
to play after the bowls,” Saban says. “ 


is and pick two or four teams 
his year 
you would have had Oregon and Miami play- 
ing at the end. That was the only real question 
over who was the best. That wouldn't truly be a 
playoff, but you could take the two best teams 


after the bowls and see who has the best team.” 
Miami coach Larry Coker doesn't believe 
any kind of playoff would be in the best inter- 
est of college football. 
“A playoff would be fine for us at Miami, but 
there are a lot of teams for whom it would be 


very difficult to be in that top four or top eight,” 
Coker says. “I don't know if that eliminates the 
problem, because that fifth-place team or ninth- 
place ream says, ‘We should be there, we were 
playing well at the end of the year.” 

Eventually, though, Barnett sees a playoff as 
inevitable. 

“Ie (the BCS) will go through the next four- 
year cycle, but what will be the driving force 
will be money,” Barnett says. 

“In order for us to keep all the programs alive, 
we'll have to find more and more creative ways of 
getting revenue. And hae will be a way. I'm sure 
in the end we won't be able to turn it down.” 

Meanwhile, the BCS will have a new boss for 
the next two seasons. In April, Swofford hand- 
ed over the secret BCS computer passwords to 
Big East Commissioner Mike Tranghese. 
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ICON SPORTS MEDIA 


THESE STARS STILL SHINE 


Plenty of the biggest names in the game are back in 2002, among them: 


@ Ken Dorsey, QB, senior, Miami: Last 
year he won the national championship. This year, 
Dorsey could plunder the nation’s major awards and 
pilot his team to victory in the Fiesta Bowl. 


Ken Dorsey 


@ Rex Grossman, QB, junior, Florida: 
Some say he's only the second-best quarterback in the 
Sunshine State? That might only mean he’s one of the 
‘top two quarterbacks in the country. 


@ Chris Simms, QB, senior, Texas: It’s all 
‘Simms’ show in Austin now that Major Applewhite has 
graduated. Critics say Simms has it all except a knack to 
win in big games. This year he may get to play in all the 
big games he can handle. 


& Onterrio Smith, RB, junior, Oregon: 
He rushed for more than 1,000 yards last season despite 
splitting carries with fellow 1,000-yard rusher Maurice 
Morris. Now Smith is the main man in the Ducks’ attack, 
especially with quarterback Joey Harrington gone, too. 


@ EJ. Henderson, LB, senior, Maryland: 
The focus last year was on Maryland's offense and Julius 
Peppers of North Carolina as the ACCS best-known 
defender. But Henderson was the ACC Player of the Year 
and should emerge as one of the best players in America 
in 2002. 


ned after five days 

when i was revealed he never earned three football letters at the 
shire or a maste ftom New York University. 

h eventually surfaced in Minnesota as the Vikings’ defensive 


cussions of the O'Leary debacle didn’t end with his departure from South 


Bend. Back in Adlanta, the new Georgia Tech staff of head coach Chan Gailey came under 


ncreased scrutiny. The result: Gail defensive coordinator, Ricl ned after 
d football or baseball at Florida Star 
,” Smith said. 


JEFF FISHBEIN; TOMASSO DEROSA; KEVIN REECE 


rs coach Tommie Robinson kept his job after falsely listing a master's 
and the Smith discrepancies led Georgia Tech to demote sports 


n director Mike Stamus to assistant status, 


www.streetandsmiths.com 


16 


THE REPLACEMENTS 


These five players will be trying to sparkle in 
the place of last season's brightest lights: 


 Jammal Lord won't make Cornhusker fi 
winning quarterb: 
her, Lord 


Jeff Grady ha: 
ward winner David Carr, the NFUs top 


accurate arm. 


Sl 


Akil Harris 


OOO0OCOCO Overtime! 


rule forcing teams to go for two-point conversions 
A fcer touchdowns following the second overtime 

was supposed to head off marathon games like the 
one Arkansas and Ole Miss played on November 3 in 
Oxford, Mississippi. 

The typicall SEC grudge match, a night contest 
on ESPN2, turned into something resembling a telethon as 
the Razorbacks and Rebels battled toward dawn. Eventually, 
Arkansas linebacker Jermaine Petty brought down Ole Miss 
tight end Doug Ziegler on a two-point try in the seventh 
overtime for a 58-56 Razorback victory. It was the longest 
NCAA Division I game ever played. 

The football rules gurus at the NCAA empathize with 
players and fans who had to endure a game that threatened 
to push back Sunday morning church services in Oxford. 


But the NCAA's Dennis Poppe says there’s not much more 
the game's rules-makers can do. 

“There are no major changes that are going to be made 
to the current format,” says Poppe, the NCAA’s senior 
director for football and baseball. “I don't think anyone 
thar.” 


could have expected a game li 


rd-winning h ‘Cand school 
91. 1t would be unfair such numbers from 
Michael Clayton, ex id such an impre 


WH Junior Akil Harris actually end 
tailback for Ut a 
suspended after eig 
olation. enced amonga legion 
ds and three touch 


WW The North Carolina T: 
losing nine starters, but th 


s need help ere on defense after 
st glaring void was left by stud defensive 
ely candidate to fill his cleats is Issac 
Mooring, a junior who had 21 tackles and two sacks last 
0 grow up in a hurry like the rest 


have the youngest defense they hai 


Arkansas players celebrate after defeating Ole Miss 
in the longest Division I game ever played. 


S 
ing season, though. The most significant includes an 
experimental 45/25. 
some conferences. If a play ends inbounds and the clock 


veral other rules changes are in place for the com- 


cond play clock that will be used by 


continues to run, the 45-second play clock will be imple- 
mented. If there is an administrative stoppage of play 
(penalty, injury, play out-of-bounds), the old 25-second 
play clock will be used. 
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Extra, extra 


eginning this season, college football fans will have 
B: dig a litele deeper to pay for more tickets, while 

players and coaches will have reach for that second 
wind. That's because this year, for the first of six times over 
the next 18 seasons, Division I schools will be allowed to 
play 12 regular-season games. 

‘The NCAA approved the extra game in 1999, which 
goes into effect this fall because of a quirk in the schedule. 
This yeas, as in 2003, 2008, 2013, 2014 and 2019, there 
are 14 possible playing dates compared with the usual 13. 

"The 12th game could lead to a 13th game for a hand- 
ful of teams if they’te playing in one of the special preseason. 


but nor until next season, and then. 
not completely. The two Black 
Coaches Association games will 
still be played in 2003 and 2004 
because of existing TV contracts. 
Meanwhile, there may be a surge 
Of preseason classics this season 
to seven or eight instead of the 
traditional four. 
NCAA officials say it is unlikely that a 12th game will 
become a permanent part of the schedule, Bur then again, 
thar’s probably what they were saying back in the late 


classics. The 12th-game scenario strikes down the classics, 1960s when the schedule expanded from 10 games to 11, 


i! WOR Le DIz. 


® Less than two months after the Miami Hurricanes returned to the pinnacle of col: 


lege football by beating Nebraska in the Rose Bowl, the program was laid low by the 
death of senior linebacker Chris Campbell. three-year starter for Miami and a pro 
jected NFL draft pick, Campbell lost control of his car early on the morning of Febrary 
16 and struck a tree. Campbell, who played in the Hurricanes’ 11 regular-season 
games but missed the Rose Bowl with a knee injury, was 21 


The SEC was rocked by a pair of heavy NCAA penalties early this year when Alabama 
and Kentucky were slapped with probation. Alabama got five years, including the 
loss of 21 scholarships and a two-year bow! ban, after boosters were found guilty of 


paying thousands of dollars to entice prospects to Tuscaloosa. Thomas Yeager, chair 
man of the NCAA Infractions Committee, says the Alabama program was “absolutely 
staring down the barrel of a gun’. 
Meanwhile, Kentucky received three years—including 19 scholarships slashed and a 
bow! ban in 2002—after ex-UK recruiting coordinator Claude Bassett was accused 
of paying recruits. Outgoing SEC Commissioner Roy Kramer went from fielding ques 


that gun being the so-called “death penalty.” 


tions about the BCS to being asked if his league was beginning to resemble the wild, 


- . YE“ 
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I Delaware coaching legend Harold “Tubby” Raymond retired after last sea 
son, his 36th on the job, with a 300-119-3 record. Raymond, 75, had just five 
losing seasons, including a 4-6 mark in 2001, and led the Blue Hens to NCAA 
Division fl championships in 1971, 1972 and 1979.’Nothing lasts forever, and so 
itis with me," said Raymond, years ago nicknamed “Napoleon” by the late Paul 
“Bear” Bryant. Raymond is just one of eight members of NCAA Division I's 
300-win club, The only active members are Penn State's Joe Paterno (327) and ae 
Florida State's Bobby Bowden (323). Paterno passed Bryant, and Bowden tied ‘ rey 
the Bear for the Division I-A record last season. " “ 
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lawless and now-defunct Southwest Conference. 


UNIVERSIT : 


Apparently “The Stork” is bringing 
another position-specific award to the 
already-crowded postseason awards 


i" 


banquet scene. This one would be called 
the Ted Hendricks Award, named after 


the former Raiders and Colts great, and 
4 would go to the top college player at 
defensiveend.The*Teddy”would putthe \. f 


\) A 
ww Din» \ 
Yee * x ys ‘ 


number of college awards at 19. That's 
more than enough already. . 
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t used to be that a postseason bowl 

appearance was something special, a 

reward given to a precious few pro- 
grams for an outstanding season 

For many years, there were only a dozen 
or so bowls, which generally limited partici- 
pation to ranked teams. There usually was 
some incentive to win, if only to move up a 
few slots in what was then the Associated 


Pres: 


‘op 20 poll. 

These days, all a Division I team has to 
do is load up on non-conference patsies early 
in the season, string together two or three 
league wins and get ready for a week's worth 
of fun, preferably in Florida or New Orleans. 

The games themselves, except for the 
few with title implications, are quickly for- 
gotten. Does anyone other than fans of the 
participating schools remember who won 
the Outback Bowl three years ago? What 
about the ‘98 Peach Bowl? 


Gala or game? 


“Bowls were never created to produce 
national champions,” says Rick Catlett, 
president of the Football Bowl Association 
and executive director of the Gator Bowl. 
“They were created for communities to 


throw festival: 


That still happens, at least in places like 
Pasadena, Miami, Tempe and New Orleans, 
where the upper-tier bowls have national 
title implications and provide huge financial 
incentives to participating teams. But the rest 
of the bowl schedule is about as appealing as 
a spring football intrasquad game, with 
mediocre programs traveling thousands of 
miles to play before 40,000 empty seats in 
such prime winter destinations as Detroit, 
Nashville and Shreveport. 

The NCAA recently lifted a two-year 
moratorium on new bowls and now seems 
content to certify anyone willing to pony up 
the $2 million letter-of-credit. More bowls 
mean more teams can participate in the post- 
season, which generates more interest in the 
regular season and, in theory, more revenue 
for schools. Three new bowls were added for 
this season (in Charlotte, San Francisco and 
Honolulu), bringing the grand total to 28. 

But unlike other meaningless sporting, 
events—the NFL preseason, all-star games, 
figure skating barnstorming tours—that can 
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be justified by the huge money generated, 
there's no longer a financial incentive to keep 
most bow! games afloat. 


Red ink runs deep 


Many non-Bowl Championship Series 
bowls lose money as they inevitably fail to 
lure tens of thousands of fans from the 
participating schools for a meaningless 


Bowling for dollars 


Without sponsorships, many bowls 
require teams and their conferences to subsi- 
dize the games through guaranteed ticket 
sales and sponsor money. In effect, teams 
must “pay to play,” a disturbing but growing 
trend that is perhaps the strongest argument 
for trimming the bow! schedule. 


Alabama coach Dennis Franchione hoists the 2001 
Independence Bow! trophy after the Crimson Tide 
defeated lows State. 


Ne 


game. With teams spending a week in the 
host cities and bringing every last cheer- 
leader, band member and athletic depart- 
ment secretary, schools often lose money on 
the deal. 

Even jock-sniffing corporate executives, 
who for years subsidized games in return for 
le sponsorship, premium seating and the 
chance to rub elbows with players and 
coaches, have finally begun to realize that 
the games offer little return in terms of mar- 
keting and advertising. 

Then again, many fans still chuckle 
over the “Poulan Weedeater Independence 
Bowl,” although it’s been years since the com- 
pany sponsored the event. But for the most 
part, title sponsorship goes largely unnoticed 
by fans and viewers, to say nothing of sports- 
writers who sometimes refuse to refer to a 


game by its title sponsorship 


Last 
Coast Conference contributed more than 


‘ar, Clemson and the Atlantic 


$600,000 in tickets and sponsorship fees just 
so the Tigers could travel to snowy Boise, 
Idaho, and play in the ever-prestigious 
Humanitarian Bowl. Michigan State kicked 
in $550,000 to compete in the Silicon Valley 
Football Classic. 

UCLA, which finished 7-4 last season, 
removed itself from bowl consideration 
when it became apparent the Bruins would 
have to lose money to take a postseason trip. 

“Ticket purchases are one thing, but 
when they're asking you to buy a corporate 


sponsorship package, | just think tha! 
wrong,” then-UCLA athletic director Peter 
Dalis told USA Today at the time. “I think a 
lot of schools feel very strongly that, no mat- 


ter what the cost, they have to go to a bowl 


game. In my 19 years in this business, I've 
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The Clemson marchit 
prior to last year’s Humanitetia 


found they really don’t alter the future. I 


think it’s a myth.” 


The School of 
Any Publicity is 
Good Publicity 


Still, many college athletics officials con- 
tinue to believe that any bow! appearance— 
even one in a mid-December contest played 
in an empty stadium and watched by only 
the most diehard football fans—is essential to 
recruiting and maintaining a national profile. 

But, if anything, the appearance of a 
lesser team in a bow! only calls attention to 
the fact that the team underachieved and 
did not deserve to be there. It’s hardly the 
desired message to send to recruits and 
check-writing alumni. 

Last season, the University of Pittsburgh 
ended up in the Tangerine Bowl despite a 
6-5 season that included a 1-5 start and a loss 
to South Florida, a team playing its first full 
Division I-A schedule. But the Panthers 
looked overqualified compared with North 
Texas, which rolled into the inaugural New 
Orleans Bowl with a 5-6 record and a waiver 
that allowed the Sun Belt Conference cham- 
pion to play ina bowl despite falling short of 
the usually requisite six wins. 

“We've blurred the distinction between 
bowl-eligible and bowl-deserving,” says 
Glenn Krupica, executive director of the 
Independence Bowl. 


The Sun Belt bust 


Before the 2001 season, Sun Belt Conference 
officials were granted an exemption from the 
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ig band pexforms at a pep rally 
fowl in Boise, Idaho. 


six-win requirement, which further eroded 
the remaining integrity of the postseason. No 
one seems concerned that a handful of 6-5 
teams inevitably find their way into an 
Independence or Music City Bowl. But what 
would happen if there were not enough 
teams with six wins to fill the bowl schedule? 


“That's a big concern,” says Catlett 
“It’s not that far-fetched a possibility.” 
Catlett says it would be sufficient to 


have just a dozen games. That would leave 
ample slots for top-tier teams and still give 


teams 


n third or fourth place in a conference 
something to shoot for late in the year. If 
nothing else, fewer bowls would make 


eas- 
ier for fans to keep track of the postseason. 
With bowls constantly changing spon- 
sors and host cities, it’s difficult for even the 
most avid college football couch potato to 
remember which games are which, let alone 
which features the fifth-best team from one 
conference against the sixth-best from another. 
Take the forgettable Tangerine Bowl, 
ng 
to pay for the title sponsorship. When it was 


which can be yours this year if you're v 


created in 1990 as the “Blockbuster Bowl,” it 
"das the new business model for 


was hi 
bowl games since the contest itself was 
named for the sponsor. 


Puture Hall-of-Famer Bill Walsh is part of a 


growing list of coaches who, 
games that are now defunc! 


ve won bow! 
ere, he holds the 


Blockbuster Bowl trophy after his Stanford team 
beat Penn State in 1993. 


Unfortunately, the game struggled to 
develop an identity, as the sponsor, and thus 
the name, seemed to change every other 
year, evolving from the Blockbuster Bowl to 
the Carquest Bowl to the Micronpe Bowl to 
the Micronpc.com Bowl. The game, which is 
run by Raycom Sports, never drew well and 
lost its title sponsorship completely after 
Micronpe.com bailed after the 2000 game. 
Even that was not enough to kill the 
event. Last year, it moved to Orlando's Citrus 
Bowl, failed to land a title sponsor and 
ended up with a matchup of the less-than- 
impressive Pitt and 7-4 N.C. State. 


Turning to tax dollars 


Ironically, the game had to be bankrolled 
by Visit Florida, the state's official tourism- 
marketing agency. For years, bowls were 
viewed as economic stimulators, filling hotel 
rooms and restaurants. These days, most bowl 
communities experience lukewarm returns, 
especially since they often have to subsidize 
the events. 

The Holiday Bowl in San Diego receives 
$700,000 in city and county hotel tax rev- 
enue. The Gator Bowl in Jacksonville gets 


$350,000 annually from a similar tax. 


In El Paso, Texas, the Sun Bowl receives 
$1.5 million annually—roughly half its 
annual budget—as a result of a rental-car tax 
voters approved in 1997 to keep the game 
from going the route of the Bluebonnet 
and All-American Bowls. Last season, the 
Oahu Bowl moved to the mainland and 
became the Seattle Bowl, in part because of 


*\ juont™"""A $700,000 tax take keeps San Diego’s Holiday Boul! ralling. 
: Texas beat Washington in last year’s game. —~ 
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a $1.5-million hotel rebate program. 

About 80 percent of bowl revenue 
comes from three sources: title sponsorship, 
television and ticket sales. About half of the 
bowls receive public subsidies. 

With an NCAA-mandated guarantee of 
$750,000 per team, bowls must generate at 
least $1.5 million along with a minimum of 
$500,000 in operating income to run an event. 
The NCAA requires that bowls keep no more 
than 25 percent of revenue, with anything 
beyond that going to the teams. 

“You want to be able to pay out more 
because that gives your game stability,” says 
Krupica. “A title sponsor is pretty much essen- 
tial to pull that off.” 

In theory, the sluggish economy could 


cause a shakeout in the bow! schedule, with 


sponsor-less games folding or merging. Then 
again, if the fledgling bowls could survive 
last season, when leisure travel all but disap- 
peared following September 11, they can out- 
last anything. 

And when the NCAA’s moratorium on 
adding new bowls ends after this season, 
there will be new bowls and communities 
lining up to join the bloated schedule. 

“Like any other industry, there will be 
some weak links that disappear,” Catlett says. 
“But given the value of these games to com- 
munities, you can be certain there will be 
others to take their place.” a 


Pete Williams is a regular contributor to 
Street & Smith's. 


www.streetandsmiths.com 


Magazine Updates 

Special Fantasy Coverage 
Preseason Picks 

Buy Sports Gear 

Order Current or Back Issues 


..NOw online. 


www.streetandsmiths.com 


With the ehadou of hig famous father 
still looming and Major Apptemhite 
departed, Cheie Gimme gete one (net 
chance to win the hearts of Texas 
fang and, maybe, a Heceman, 


Favorite 


ley al 


By Lenn Robbins | 
New York Post 
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t is a chilly January evening in New York 
when a group of four young women, each 
more striking than the next, stop a stranger 
on the street and ask directions to a local bar. 

Then they notice the baseball cap with the 
Longhorn logo on the bill and screech. 

“Wooo! Hook ‘em, ‘Horns! We're from Austin. 
Go Major Applewhite!’ 

Major Applewhite will not be the starting 
quarterback at Texas this season, just as he wasn't 
last season, with the exception of one game— 


the last game, a dramatic, come-from-behind 


victory over Washington in the Holiday Bow. 
Chris Simms, who lives just across the 
Hudson River from the Big Apple, and whose 
father, Phil, was a hero quarterback for the New 
York Giants, will start for the second year in Austin 
Simms’ arm is so much stronger than 


quarterback controversy, 


Applewhite’, it's like comparing a Brahma bull 
with one of those boxes Gateway computers are 
packed in. Simms is faster and bigger, but the 
loudest and longest cheers were always 
reserved for Applewhite, who made a habit of 
producing in the clutch. 

From Austin to New York, Texas fans have 
kept a critical eye on Simms, the blond-haired 
former high school Player of the Year, and an 
adoring one on Applewhite, the classic over- 
achiever. 

“| had a game against Oklahoma State in 
which | threw six touchdown passes, broke the 
school record,” says Simms. “By far the biggest 
cheer of the day was when Major came in.In this, 
town, | think that’s just the way itis.” 

Simms can make Austin his town by over- 
coming the one flaw in his game: He must 


The shadow of Texas QB/icon Major Applewhite (left) 
no longer looms on the Longhorn sidelines. 


prove he can make the big pass in the big game. 

Consider this: In the 10 games in which 
Simms started and led his team to victory, he 
completed 181 of 303 passes with 22 touch- 
downs and four interceptions. 

In the two games in which Simms started 
and Texas lost, he was 33 of 59 with zero touch- 
downs and seven picks. In those two games, 
against Oklahoma and Colorado, Simms had 
open receivers but tried to make the perfect 
pass instead of just letting it rip. 

“You don't know why it happens,” says 
Simms. “It remains a little elusive to me.| watch 
the films. | see the things that went wrong. | 
know | can make those throws.” 

No doubt? 

“No doubt,” he says. 

To that end, he has continued to work on all 
aspects of his game, with a passion that awes 
his teammates and silences critics who whisper 
that Chris is living off of his father’s rep. 

He lifts weights every morning from 7:30 to 
9:15, benching five sets of 255 pounds. He does 
running and agility drills for 75 minutes in the 
afternoon. He throws for 90 minutes each night. 
He studies films like Gene Shalit. 

“Chris knows where he wants to go, where 
he wants to be, and he knows it’s just not going 
to him because he's Phil Simms’ son,” says Texas 
wide receiver Roy Williams. "| came home 
with him for a weekend during the summer. 
We weren't in the house for an hour before 
Chris is out back with his dad working on 
throwing and footwork.” 

Like father, like son. Chris and Phil have 
endured quarterback controversies and felt 
helpless to assist the other. Phil battled Scott 
Brunner and later Jeff Hostetler for the Giants’ 
starting quarterback job. Chris had to take on 
Applewhite, who won over Texas fans with his 
grit and poise. 

In Texas, where everything is big, there is 
nothing bigger than a quarterback controversy. 
Phil, the former Super Bowl MVP, wishes his 
son wasn't the center of so much attention. 

“| grew up in a different era,” Phil recalls. 
“I was never interviewed by more than one 
reporter at a time until | got drafted by the 
Giants. At Morehead State (where he played his 
college ball), | think | was interviewed five times 
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in my entire career, Let's just say I'm cautious. | 


don't understand a college player getting so 
much of the spotlight.” 

Simms seemingly put Applewhite behind 
him two years ago when he shredded rival 
Texas A&M's vaunted “Wrecking Ball Defense” 
on 16-of-24 passing for 383 yards with three 
touchdowns and no interceptions. 

“It was the perfect, perfect stage,” says 
Longhorn cornerback Roderick Babers. “All the 
guys who had incriminated him in the past were 
silenced. It was big, really big. He said, ‘Man, 
I'm so happy, It was like a weight had been 
lifted off his back. After that game, everyone 
‘on the team believed the hype.” 

The hype was huge going into last year's 
Oklahoma game. Both teams were undefeated, 
and the Sooners were clinging to a 7-3 lead late 
in the game. Then OU’s All-America safety, Roy 
Williams, hit Simms as he was about to pass from 
his end zone. Sooner linebacker Teddy Lehman 
intercepted and returned it two yards for a 
clinching score, 
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Simms and Texas rebounded to roll to six 
straight wins, advancing to the Big 12 title 
game against Colorado, Simms threw three 
first-half picks and, despite a gallant effort from 
Applewhite in relief, the Buffaloes held off a 
late comeback to win 39-37, 

Texas coach Mack Brown started Applewhite 
over Simms in the Holiday Bowl, Simms watched 
as Texas fans cheered Applewhite and the 
Longhorns to a 47-43 win. 

“It wasn't fun," Chris Simms recalls. “As a 
quarterback, you consider your teammates your 
guys. They were my guys for 11 out of 12 games. 
I didn’t get a chance to finish what | started with 
those guys.” 

Simms will get to finish what he starts this 
year. Texas has a stud running back in Cedric 
Benson, perhaps the best wide receivers in the 
country and a solid line. He also does not have 
Applewhite’s specter hovering like gnats over 
a pond. 

fhe can make the throws, Simms could win 
the Heisman, and Texas, which plays at North 


Carolina, Kansas State and Nebraska, could 
win the national championship. 

“It'll be like The Beatles,” says Texas student 
Mike Schuster. 

The Beatles were earth's greatest rock band 
right about the time the Longhorns ruled the 
gridiron, With another great recruiting class, the 
Texas program is poised to reclaim its storied past. 

Teammate Williams keeps Simms’ tele- 
phone number stored in his cell phone under the 
heading of “Mr. Heisman.” Simms, who has been 
nicknamed “The Prince” by teammates, will be 
treated like royalty, 

“| want that to happen,” Simms says of the 
attention and expectations. “I already got the 
‘no-life part’ down, That's the reason you play 
the game, is to be the best you can be at your 
position in the country, That's the kind of thing 
that really wouldn't bother me at all, Because 
that means that I'm doing something right 
and people are (fans) of mine.” 

He might even get cheered on the streets of 
Manhattan. ° 
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These collectibles are a great 
way to show allegiance to your 
favorite college or professional 
team, and they also make great 
gifts for your friends! 


THE STADIUMS FEATURE: 


Handcrafting from stone and resin 
i Fans painted in team colors 
§ Limited edition, individually num- 
bered, collector card included 
Platinum size: 11” x 10” x 3”, 
Gold size 6” x 5” x 3” 
Officially licensed 


College Platinum Series stadiums 
available for: Alabama, Auburn, Boston 
College, Florida State, Florida, Georgia, 
Illinois, Miami (FL), Mississippi , 
Nebraska, Notre Dame, Penn State, Ohio 


State, Tennessee, Texas. Order Form Name 
Address 
Professional Gold Series stadiums t (UANTITY PRICE ‘suBTOTAL | City 
available for every current NFL team. i Statez 
Mirrored collector cases are available to { Plat. Series Stadiums $69.95 Ph z 
; — = one 
protect your stadiums. { Plat. Collector Case a9 ; ; 
! ERA Credit Card Information: 
i‘ - ' Gold Series Stadiums __—-—$39.95 
We also feature “La Mascot”: Snow Globes | aia collector Case $29.95 GUAMEX Disc, QVISA QMC QDiner’s Club 
with your team’s mascot that play the H haw Glabae ra $29.95 ~~ | exp. date 
school fight song! The globes are officially | — a Card # 
licensed and feature your school’s name t sales tax =e 
engraved on a brass H ‘Shipping/Handling: he: Send Checks Made Payable To: 
shipping ‘ 
plate. Cal for | sazskriatien sot “NPRME LEST SS Sv 100 cite Wo 2802 
availability. 1 ‘each additional item. Call for 
| SHoutside continental US. total ry i J 
1 Tax g Peel ao ith's 
| Novesidents add 7% sales tax : Sir 4 bt Ole ai ll a 
' Allow 4 weeks for delivery rts Gear 


S 1-800-380-7404 
1-800-486-1513 
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Order to be restored in 
wayward league by strong 
hand of Papa Bowden. 


n the Atlantic Coast Conference, look 
for this theme to emerge in 2002: The 
Empire Strikes Back. 

‘That would be Florida State, of course, 
which until last season had never failed to 
capture at leasta share of the ACC title. But 
the Seminoles couldn't overcome their inex- 
perience—they lost 14 players who made 
first- or second-team All-ACC in 2000— 
and stumbled against North Carolina and 
N.C. State, clearing the way for Maryland, 
of all teams. The Terrapins hadnt won the 
ACC title since 1985, but first-year coach 
Ralph Friedgen took his alma mater on an 


unforgettable ride. Maryland lost only one 
ACC game—to FSU 
the Bowl Championship Series, where it 
fell 5 

‘The Terrapins return linebacker E.J. 
Henderson, the ACC’ Player of the Year 


I—and advanced to 


3 to Florida in the Orange Bowl. 


1. Florida State 
2. Maryland 

3. Georgia Tech 
4. N.C. State 

5. Clemson 

6. Wake Forest 
7. North Carolina 
8. 
9. 


BY JEFF WHITE 


in 2001, and tailback Bruce Perry, the 


league’s top offensive player. No matter. 


Order will be restored this season, which 
means Florida State will be headed back to 
the BCS. The Seminoles, with 15 starters 
returning, plus both kicking specialists, 
are loaded and could contend for another 
national championship. 

The 2001 season was noteworthy in 
the ACC not only because of FSU’s strug- 
gles, but also for the influx of four new 
coaches: Friedgen, North Carolinas John 
Bunting, Virginias Al Groh and Wake 
Forest’s Jim Grobe. Of that group, only 
Groh didn't guide his team to a winning 
season. This offseason was quieter for the 
ACC. Its only new coach is Georgia Tech's 
Chan Gailey, the former Dallas Cowboys 
head coach who last worked in the college 
ranks in 1993. He took over for George 
O'Leary, whose troubles since leaving 
Atlanta have been well-documented. 

Six ACC teams earned bowl bids last 
season—a record for the conference—and 
a seventh, Wake Forest, was bowl-eligible. 
‘The ACC went 4-2 in bowls. 


All-ACC Team 


DUE VUES OWN 1A 


Fastest receiver: Airese Currie, Clemson 
McMullen, WR, Virginia 

Best passing QB: Chris Rix, Florida State 

Best option QB: Cory Randolph, Wake Forest 

Most elusive RB: Bruce Perry, Maryland 

Best instincts: Terrence Holt, DB,1.C.State 

Best athlete: Michael Waddell, DB, North Carolina 
Best under pressure: Philip Rivers, QB, N.C. State 

Top NFL prospect: Darnell Dockett, 7, Florida State 
Top impact freshman: Ahmad Brooks, LB Virginia 
Hardest hitter:EJ, Henderson, L8, Maryland 

Biggest underachiever: Nick Maddox, 83, Florida State 


Best strategist: Ralph Friedgen, Maryland 
Best recruiter: Bobby Bowden, Florida tate 
Coach on the spot: Tommy Bowden, Clemson 


“North Carolina defensively won't be very 
good. Irs tough enough to replace Peppers and 
Sims, but you also gotta replace seven guys 
who were seasoned seniors.” 


iors. 
—an ACC assistant coach 


1.Florida State 

Another top 10 class for Papa Bowden. 
2.Virginia 

Groh and Co. land four Parade All-Americans. 
3. (Clemson 

Tigers close strong and land a top 20 class. 
4.N.GState 

Potentially strong class has many academic 
question marks. 

5. Maryland 

Junior college QB Orlando Evans heads solid 
group. 

6.North Carolina 

Late losses cause for disappointment in Chapel 
Hill 

7.Georgia Tech 
Only five of Gail 
Georgi 

8.Wake Forest 
LB Bryan Andrews is Wake's fist Parade 
All-American since 1983. 

9. Duke 

Franks calls this his bese class. 


ys 15 recruits are from 
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The Seminoles (8-4 overall, 6-2 ACC) 
ended a disappointing season on a high note by 
beating Virginia Tech 30-17 in the Gator Bowl. 
They're likely to end this season in 
G . 

their customary place, the Bowl 
Championship Series. Not only 
® does Florida State’ legendary coach, 
Bobby Bowden, return seven starters on offense 
and cight on defense, he regains the services of 
gifted receivers Anquan Boldin (41 catches for 
664 yards in 2000) and Robert Morgan (19 for 
366), both of whom missed last season with 
injuries. Also back for FSU are punter Chance 
Gwaltney (40.1-yard average) and placekicker 
Xavier Beitia, who as a freshman last season 

made good on 13 of 14 field goal attempts. 
Mote good news for FSU: Most of sopho- 
‘more quarterback Chris Rix’ growing pains should 
be behind him. Inconsistent at times last season, 


Chris Rix, Florida State 
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the strong-armed Rix, also a dangerous runner, 
still led the ACC in passing efficiency, had 3,213 
yards of total offense and was named the confer- 
ence’ Rookie of the Year. He'll operate behind 
five returning starters on the offensive line, an 
elite group led by all-conference picks Brett 
Williams (tackle) and Montrae Holland (guard). 

In addition to Boldin and Morgan, other 
top-flight receivers at FSU include Talman 
Gardner (33 catches for 649 yards and 11 TDs 
in 2001), Craphonso Thorpe and PK. Sam. And 
when the ’Noles decide to run—they often pre- 
fer to move the ball through the air—they have 
two of the ACC's better tailbacks in Nick 
Maddox and Greg Jones. Maddox, a burner, 
started 10 games last season, and the bruising 
Jones (6-1, 243 pounds) rushed for a team-high 
713 yards. 

Only one of defensive coordinator Mickey 
‘Andrews’ eight returning starters is a senior. The 
Seminoles were uncharacteristically vulnerable 
on defense last season, mainly because of their 


ACC 


woeful pass rush. FSU tied winless Duke for the 
fewest sacks (15) by an ACC team. Maryland, by 
contrast, recorded 38 sacks. Andrews should be 
happier this season, His front four returns intact, 
and it features All-America candidate Darnell 
Dockett at tackle, three-year starter Jeff Womble 
at nose guard and senior end Alonzo Jackson, who 
had a superb spring. The linebacking corps, led by 
juniors Kendyll Pope and Michael Boulware, looks 
strong, too. In the secondary, starting cornerbacks 
Rufus Brown and Stanford Samuels return. 

With his next victory, Bowden will pass 
Bear Bryant and become the second-winningest 
coach in major college history, trailing only Penn 
State’ Joe Paterno. Don't be surprised if Bowden 
overtakes JoePa this season, too. 


Maybe Ralph Friedgen should have ridden 
off into the sunset after last season, He may 
never, afterall, replicate the magic of his first year 
as coach at his alma mater. But Friedgen, the 


F ™ national Coach of the Year in 
Need 
La: 


2001, chose to return, of course, 
and he has more than enough tal- 


ent on hand—eight returning 
starters on offense, five on defense—to keep the 
defending ACC champion Terrapins (10-2, 7-1) 
among the league's premier teams. 

Shaun Hill, who supplied savvy and leader- 
ship at quarterback, is gone, but All-America 
linebacker E.J. Henderson put the NFL on hold 
and returned for his senior year, and junior tail- 
back Bruce Perry, the ACC's Offensive Player of 
the Year, is back, too, Neither, however, had an 
ideal offseason. Henderson, the ACC Player of 
the Year, had surgery in April to repair bone 
spurs in his back and might miss the August 31 
opener against Notre Dame. Perry, the firse Terp 
to lead the ACC in rushing since 1980, missed 
winter workouts and spring drills because of an 
abdominal injury. 

Assuming Perry (1,242 yards rushing and 
358 yards receiving in 2001) is healthy, Friedgen’s 
biggest concern on offense is finding a capable 
replacement for Hill (second-team All-ACC), 
whose steady play helped the Terps lead the ACC 
in scoring and total offense. The favorite, sopho- 
more Chris Kelley, tore a ligament in his right 
knee at the end of drills and will not be ready to 
start the season, West Virginia transfer Scott 
McBrien is the likely starter in the opener, with 
juco Orlando Evans in reserve. 

‘The new QB will operate behind a line that 
lost All-ACC center Melvin Fowler bur returns 
four starters, including all-conference performers 


‘Todd Wike (guard) and Matt Crawford (tackle). 
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Bruce Perry, Maryland 


Talented tight end Jeff Dugan is also back, as 
are junior fullback James Lynch (6.8 yards per 
carry) and wideout Jafar Williams (39 catches for 
425 yards). 

Defensive coordinator Gary Blackney faces 
a sterner challenge than his offensive counter- 
part, Charlie Taaffe. Henderson’ early-season 
status is uncertain, and Maryland’ defense, the 
ACCS best against the run in 2001, lose six 
starters, including tackle Charles Hill, its second- 
leading tackler. Henderson and Leon Joe are 
back at linebacker, bue the secondary, which lose 
three starters—two of them first-team All-ACC 
picks—must be rebuilt. The addition of safety 
Madieu Williams, a transfer from Division LAA 
‘Towson, will help. 

The Terrapins placed seven players on the 
AILACC first team in 2001, one more than they 
had combined in the six previous seasons. That 
group included Brooks Barnard, who led the 
conference in punting with a 44.5-yard average. 
Kicker Nick Novak didn’t earn postseason honors, 
buthe led the ACC in scoring (8.1 ppg) and made 
12 of his final 14 field goal attempts, missing 


only from 50 and 62 yards. Both Barnard and 
Novak are back, another reason to like Maryland's 
chances this season. 


‘Their victory over Stanford in the inaugural 
Seattle Bow! notwithstanding, the Yellow Jackers 
(8-5, 4-4) were unquestionably the ACC's 

biggest disappointment in 2001. 
Georgia Tech had 18 returning 
starters, among them record-set- 
ting quarterback George Godsey, 
and was touted as a Top 10 team and an ACC 
title contender. It proved to be neither. The 
Ramblin’ Wreck dropped three of its final four 
regular-season games and finished in a three-way 
tie for fourth. Then came a rocky offseason in 
which the Jackets’ coach, George O'Leary, bolted 
for his dream job at Notre Dame, where his 
tenure ended almost immediately after it began. 


Greg Gathers, Georgia Tech 


OF the ACC's four new coaches in 2001, 
two (Virginia's Al Groh and North Carolina's 
John Bunting) came from the NFL, and that’s 
where Tech’s new leader, Chan Gailey, spent most 
of the past 15 years. The Gainesville, Georgia, 


native went 18-14 in a two-year stint as the 


Dallas Cowboys’ head coach, and he’s distin- 
too. In 1984, Gailey 
sion II national title, 


guished himself in college, 


guided Troy State to the Di 

Georgia Tech won't win a national cham- 
pionship this season, but O'Leary left plenty of 
talent behind, particularly on defense. New 
defensive coordinator Jon Tenuta held the same 
post last year at North Carolina, which led the 
ACC in total defense, Tenuta inherited nine 
returning starters in Atlanta, including All- 
America end Greg Gathers and two-time all- 
conference safety Jeremy Muyres. Gathers led 
the ACC with 10 sacks in 2001 and is Georgia 
Tech’s career leader with 30. Other veterans 
include linebackers Recardo Wimbush, Daryl 


Smith and Keyaron Fox and cornerback 
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Marvious Hester, who led the Jackets with three 
interceptions last year. 

‘Tech's offense, with only five returning 
starters, has more question marks, Godsey, who 
passed for 6,137 yards in his college career, grad- 
uated, leaving ‘Tennessee transfer A.J. Suggs and 
redshirt freshman Damarius Bilbo to battle for 
the s 
Dorsey (6-6, 315 pounds)—only the ninth true 


farting job. Mass 


ive sophomore tackle Nat 


freshman in ACC history to make first-team all- 
conference—is back to anchor the line, but the 
Jackets are breaking in ewo guards and a tight 
end, They also have to rep 


tailback Joe Burns 
and wideout Kelly Campbell, two of the most 
productive players in school history. 
Burns, who left early for the NFL 
ing list, and Campbell 
‘ands No, 3 on the ACC's career receptions list. 


ranks 


fourth on Tech's career rus 
sl 


Candidates for Burns’ old job include senior 
Sidney Ford and junior Tony Hollings, a reserve 


defensive back in 2000 and ‘01. The rest of the 
ACC is delighted to see C: 
the 


mpbell gone, but 


ckets are extraordinarily deep at his posi- 
tion, with such standouts as Jonathan Smith (53 
on), William Glover 
«ches for 172 yards against Virginia), Kerry 


8 


catches for 590 yards 
(13 


kins (100 career catches) and Nate Curry, 


Curry missed last season with a knee injury after 
catching 22 passes for 298 yards as a freshman 
in 2000, 
Georgi 
rank among the ACC's best. All-conference kic! 


‘Tech's should 


special te 


ms again 


t 
ide 


Luke Manget enters his senior season having m 


an ACC-record 131 straight extra points, Senior 


punter Dan Dyke’ career average is 42.3 yards, 
and senior Kelley Rhino, a third-generation 
san All- 


an ACC record with 515 yards on 


football player ac‘Tech (fathe 


andy wi 


“a), set 
48 punt returns last season, He also returned 


Americ 


seven kickoffs for a 21.7-ya 


The Wolfpack, which lost to Pitsburgh in 
last season's Tangerine Bowl, has never won more 


on, Don't be shocked if 


than nine games in a 
it equals or breaks that school 


record this year—and not because 
third-year coach Chuck Amato 
has an exceptionally talented team. 
N.C. State (7-5, 4-4) pla 


that includes non-conference dates with two 


sa 13-game schedule 


Division I-AA teams (East Tennessee State and 
Massachussetts) and three A squads (New 
M 


found in anyone's Top 25. The Pack could well 


ico, Navy and Texas ‘Tech) that won't be 


be 6-0 when it travels to North Carolina on 
October 12. 


Philip Rivers, N.C. State 


may not be a championship-caliber 


team, but any team with Philip Rivers 


at quar- 


terback is dangerous. It may seem as if Rivers has 
been around forever, but he’ only a junior— 
though you wouldn't know it from his number 
A third 


yards—good for 21st on the ACC's 


1 starter, he’s already passed for 5,640 


[l-time 


list—and 41 touchdowns. 

Rivers is among five returning starters on 
offense. (A sixth, Troy Graham, was switched 
from wideout to safety during spring practice.) 


ACC 


Among the starters lost, tailback Ray Robinson 
will be the toughest to replace. Robinson led the 
Wolfpack in rushing, receptions, all-purpose 
yardage and scoring, Senior Cotra Jackson is 
Robinson's likely successor, but he'll be pushed 
by true freshman T:A. McLendon, who set sev- 
eral national prep records, including career rush- 
ing TDs (170) and career points (1,070). 

In Bryan Peterson and Jerrico Cotchery, 
Rivers has two proven receivers, How much time 
Rivers will have to find them is uncertain. N.C. 
Stare must replace three starters on the offensive 
line, plus tight end Willie Wright (second-team 
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Derrick Hamilton, Clemson 


AIl-AC 


*Pack’s top returning lineman, 


. Junior tackle Chris Colmer is the 


No such uncertainty surrounds the defen- 
sive line, Amato has four senior ends, led by 
George Anderson, who had 11 tackles for loss in 
2001, and Shawn Price, who had 10. ‘Terrance 
Martin, co-defensive MVP of the ‘Tangerine 
Bowl, returns at tackle, The Wolfpack lost two 
starting linebackers, including first-team All- 
America Levar Fisher, but senior Dantonio 
Burnett will continue his assaule on the school’s 
record books, The undersized Burnette (5-10, 
228) ranks eighth in career tackles at N.C. State 
with 332. 

‘The strength of Amato's defense should be 
the secondary, where four players who started at 
least four games in 2001 return. The best is All- 
ACC safety Terrence Holt, a sure tackler and spe- 
cial-teams dynamo. Holt, brother of former 
Wolfpack great Torry Holt, has blocked nine 
kicks in his career, Julius Patterson is back at 


rover, and J.J. Washington and Marcus Hudson 
started 10 games between them at lef comer- 
back, With punter Austin Herbert and kicker 
Adam Kiker back, N.C. State's sp 


should be among the best in the league. 


ial teams 


‘Tommy Bowden is the only coach to have 
led the Tigers to a bow! in each of his first three 
seasons. Yet an appearance in the Humanitarian 

Bowl—in which Clemson crushed 

Louisiana ‘Tech last year—is not 

what booster club members envi- 

sioned when Bowden was hired to 
replace Tommy West. Nor was the fan base 
thrilled to see the Tigers, after rising to No. 13 in 
the AP poll, lose four of its final six regular- 
season games in 2001. 

Clemson (7-5, 4-4), which has no all-con- 
ference players returning, lost six: first-teamer 
Woodrow Dantzler (quarterback) and second- 
teamers Akil Smith (offensive tackle), Will 
Merritt (offensive guard), Kyle Young (center), 


Chad Carson (linebacker) and Charles Hafley 
(safety). Dantzler was easily the most decorated 
of that group. The only player in Division I his- 
tory to rush for 1,000 yards and pass for 2,000 
ina season, he left Clemson as its all-time leader 
in total offense, passing yardage, completions, 
completion percentage and passing efficiency. 
“That's a tough act to follow, but Dantzler’s 
successor is no rookie. Junior Willie Simmons 
has passed for 914 yards and nine TDs in 13 
career games. He's not the runner Dantzler is— 
how many quarterbacks are?—but he's a profi- 
cient passer who'll benefit from perhaps the 
most calented receiving corps in Clemson history. 
Simmons’ targets include sophomores Derrick 
Hamilton, Roscoe Crosby and Airese Curri 


plus junior Kevin Youngblood and senior Jackie 
Robinson, Also back is sophomore tight end 
shman 


Ben Hall, who like Hamilton was a 
All-America, Hamilton led the Tigers with 49 
catches for 590 yards and also averaged an 
ACC-best 31.7 yards per kickoff return, which 
ranked third nationally. 

Senior Bernard Rambert, who rushed for 
101 yards in the Humanitarian Bowl, takes over 
at tailback for’Ti 
on the offensive line are tackle Derrick Brantley 
and Gary Byrd, both seniors. 


vis Zachery, Returning starters 


James MacPherson, Wake Forest 
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Clemson has a new defensive coordinator, 
John Lovett, who had successful stints at 
Mississippi and Auburn, In his new pose, Lovett 
has inherited eight recurning starters, which, as 
they say, could be good news or bad news. 
Among ACC teams, the Tigers finished ahead of 
only winless Duke in scoring defense and ranked 
seventh in total defense. A repeat is unlikely. 
After recording only 20 sacks last fall, 
Clemson should have a stronger pass rush. Three 
starters return up front, led by end Bryane 
McNeal, whose eight sacks ranked third in the 
ACC, Injuries marred tackle Nick Eason’s 2001 
season, but he’s an all-conference candidate when 
healthy. At linebacker, starters John Leake (134 
tackles) and Rodney Thomas (100) ate back. 
Returning starters in the secondary are safety Eric 
Mee 
Brian Mance, who's also one of the nation’s better 


ins and cornerbacks Kevin Johnson and 


recurn men, Altroy Bodrick, a former starter at 
lineba 


mi 


cket, has been moved to strong safety. He 


cd last season with a torn ACL, 
Clemson's kicking game looks solid, if 
junior 


unspe 
kicker Aaron Hunt (18-for-25 in career field 
goals) and senior punter Wynn Kopp (39.3-yard 
average in 2001). The Tigers 
punt return of longer than 15 yards lasts 


cular, Both specialists recur 


allowed only one 


Maryland’s Ralph Friedgen was the clear 


choice for the ACC's Coach-of-the-Year award last 


season, but Jim Grobe merited serious considera- 
tion, In his first season at Wake 

Forest, which won more than five 

games only once in eight seasons 

~ under his predecessor, Jim Caldwell, 

Grobe quickly pointed the program in a differ- 
ent direction, Wake, 2-9 in 2000, opened with a 
stunning victory at East Carolina and went on to 
finish above .500 for only the second time since 
1992, Highlights included the greatest come- 
back in school history, a 32-31 victory at North 
Carolina in which Wake trailed 24-0 at halftime. 
Can the Demon Deacons (6-5, 3-5) post a 
second straight winning season? They haven't 


done so since the late '80s, but they have 16 


starters returning, the most ofany ACC team, and 
boast an impressive stable of tailbacks, The ele- 
ment of surprise is gone, though, and no one will 
underestimate Wake in Grobe’s second season. 
The Deacons led the ACC in rushing 
(221.6 yards per game), and will have a formida- 
ble ground game again, Eight starters return on 
offense, including senior tailback Tarence 
Williams, a 1,000-yard rusher. His backup, Fred 
Staton, ran for 583 yards and seven TDs. 


Anthony Young has moved from quarterback to 


wideout, which should help compensate for the 


loss of speedy John Stone, and Wake has two 


other big-play receivers in Jason Anderson and 
Fabian Davis, Anderson (28 catches for 472 


yards) was the first freshman to lead the De 


in receiving since 1978. 

On the line, All-ACC guard Michael 
Collins is gone, but three starters return—guard 
Blake Henry and tackles Mark Moroz and Ty 
Clabo—along with tight end Ray ‘ 


Depth, a perennial problem at Wake, could be 
an issue again, Young's move to receiver leaves 


job in the hands of senior 


the quarterback’ 
James MacPherson, who passed for 1,555 yards 
last season but threw more interceptions (11) 
than rouchdowns (five), Redshirt freshman Cory 
Randolph, MacPherson’s understudy, is a nacural 
in Grobe's option attack, 

Wake, which starts three defensive linemen, 
placed both of its ends on the AllLACC second 
team last year, Nate Bolling is gone, but Calvin 


AcC 


among eight starters back for defensive 
n Hood. 


who played together in a nickel pa 


coordinator De ive of them are backs 


final six games: junior Obi Chukwuma 
sophomores Quintin Williams, Caron Bracy, Erie 
King and Marcus McGruder. Kellen Brantley is 
the only returning starter at linebacker, bu Brad 
Whit 
spring practice, Montique Sharpe, who had five 


transfer from Georgia, impr 


ssed during 


sacks, returns at nose tackle, 

Collins, Stone and Bolling were the most 
heralded of Wake’s departing players, but kicker 
‘Tyler Ashe, who didnt 
will be missed, too. Ashe made 11 of 14 field goal 


rn all-conference honors, 


attempts and 33 of 34 extra points las 


season. 


After falling into an 0-3 hole last 


cason, 
their first under alumnus John Bunting, the Tar 
Heels climbed out and took their frustration out 
on opponents. North Carolina (8-5, 
5-3) closed the regular season with 
seven wins in its final nine games— 


the most impressive being a 41-9 
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rout of Florida State—and then beat Auburn 
16-10 in the Peach Bowl. All seemed well in 
Chapel Hill, but a tumultuous offseason followed. 

Offensive line coach Robbie Caldwell left 
for Vanderbilt. Defensive coordinator Jon Tenuta, 
under whose direction UNC led the ACC in total 
defense, took the same position at Georgia Tech. 
Starting offensive tackle Greg Woofter transferred 
out of the program. The projected starter at quar- 
terback, Darian Durant, lef the team in February, 
vowing the transfer, bue later reversed field and 
returned to Carolina. As if that wasn't a full plate, 
several of the Tar Heels’ top recruiting rargets 
opted for other schools, including cornerback A.J. 
Davis, who reneged on a commitment to UNC 
and signed with N.C. State. 

Bunting had enough issues to deal with 
already. He and new defensive coordinator Dave 
Huxtable, Carolina’ linebackers coach in 2001, 
have to replace eight defensive starters. Gone are 
such notables as Julius Peppers (end) and Ryans 
Sims (tackle)—two of the first six players 
selected in the NFL Draft—and linebackers 


Alvin Pearman, Virginia 
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David Thornton (fourth-round pick) and Quincy 
Monk (seventh round), the teams No, 1 and No. 2 
tacklers, respectively. 


Peppers, a consensus All- 
America and Lombardi Trophy winner, gave up 
his final year of eligibility to enter the NFL. His 
bookend up front, Joey Evans, was a seventh- 
round NFL pick. The only returning starter 
among the front seven is tackle Will Chapman, 
who tore his ACL last October 20 and had to sit 
out spring practice, 

‘The secondary, at least, should be one of the 
ACC's best. Kevin Knight, the team’s third- 
leading returning tackler, joins Michael Waddell 
at cornerback, and Dexter Reid returns at safety. 
Waddell made the All-ACC second team and 
was second in the conference in pass breakups 
with 14, 

Durant’s decision to return to UNC bol- 
sters what should be a potent offense, Carolina 
no longer has mercurial quarterback Ronald 
Curry, its all-time leader in passing yardage 
(4,987) and total offense (6,125), but Durant 
might be better. He split time with Curry as a 
redshirt freshman last season and was named 
ACC Rookie of the Week six times. 


Durant completed 63.7 percent of his passes, 
throwing for 1,843 yards and 17 TDs. He’ likely 
to start, but challenging for the job is 6-foot-3 
junior C.J. Stephens, a transfer from Florida. 
Around the QBs ate seven returning starters, and 
that group doesnt include returnee Sam Aiken, 
Carolina's leading receiver in 2001 (46 catches 
for 789 yards and cight TDs). Tailbacks Andre 
Williams (team-high 520 yards rushing) and 
Willie Parker and fullback Madison Hedgecock 
return, Parker played well at the end of last sea- 
son, Returning starters Willie McNeill, Jeb Terry 
and Jupiter Wilson, none of them seniors, form 
the heart of a young line whose lack of depth 
might be Bunting's biggest concern. Zach Hilton 
returns at tight end, while Bosley Allen (39 
catches for 562 yards) is back at receiver. 

‘A newcomer to watch is redshire freshman 
Jarwarski Pollack, a 5-8 receiver and high school 
teammate of Allen’s who was extremely impres- 
sive and hard to catch in spring practice. 


‘When he took the job as coach at his alma 
mater in December 2000, Al Groh promised to 
recruit relentlessly and tirelessly, and he’s been true 

to his word. Virginia landed a top 
10 class in February, and that ralent 
should one day help life this pro- 
gram back among the ACC’ elite. 

Don't look for it to happen this season, 
however. The Cavaliers recruited poorly during 
the final years of the George Welsh era, and 
they're paying the price for that lackluster effort. 
Virginia (5-7, 3-5), coming off its first losing 
season since 1986, figures to finish below .500 
again. Nine of the 13 teams on its schedule 
played in bowls last season. 

Virginia has only cight seniors. Among 
ACC teams, only Duke has fewer. Groh can field 
solid starting units on both sides of the ball, bue 
he has virtually no proven reserves, and a rash of 
injuries could be disastrous for the Cavaliers. At 
least 15 true freshmen are likely to play this sea- 
son, if only to accelerate their development. 

“The Cavaliers struggled last season, in large 
part, because they could neither run the ball nor 
stop the run, Look for improvement in both 
areas this season, Alvin Pearman, Virginia's lead- 
ing rusher as a true freshman in 2001, is among, 
seven returning starters on offense, and Groh 
wants a more balanced attack, With star tailback 
Antwoine Womack injured most of last season, 
UVa threw a school-record 451 passes (complet- 
ing 263) bue finished last among ACC teams in 
rushing offense. Bryson Spinner and Matt 
Schaub split time at quarterback, but Spinner 
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lefé the program in December, so the job belongs 
to Schaub, 

‘The 6-5 junior will look often co senior 
wideout Billy McMullen, the Cays’ only first- 
team AIL-ACC pick last season, McMullen’: 83 
an ACC 
player, and he had 12 TD catches, Other targets 


receptions were the second most ever by 


include wideouts Michael McGrew and Ottowa’ 


Anderson and s 


phomore tight end Patrick 


The offense’ biggest question marks are on the 
line, Returning starters Mike Mullins, Elon 
Brown and Kevin Bailey form a strong nucleus, 
bur there's litle experience behind them. 

The line is the defense’s biggest concern, 
‘The projected starters up front in Virginia's 3-4 


scheme—ends Chris Canty 
and nose tackle Andrew Hoftma 


starts among them, though they’te bigger than 


nd Larry Simmons 


n—have zero 


their predecessors and should be better aga 


nst 
the run. Their backups are even less seasoned, 
and the wwo-deep is likely to include true fresh- 
men, The situation is more stable at linebacker, 


where three starters return, led by senior Angelo 


Crowell. A second-team All-ACC pick, Crowell 
made a school-record 144 tackles in 2001, True 


freshmen Ahmad Brooks and Kai Parham, both 


Parade All-Americans, will supply depth, siz 
and speed at lineback 


Virginia's secondary returns intact and 
should be much improved, Shernard Newby, 
safeties, made the All-ACC 
son and had the most inter- 


one of three senior 


second team last s¢ 


ceptions (five) of any returning player in the 
conference, Others back include cornerbacks Art 
‘Thomas, Jermaine Hardy and Almondo Curi 
Evans and Chris Williams, At 


punter, true freshman Tom Hagan is the proba- 


and safeti 


Jerton 


ble replacement for Mike Abrams, second-team 
AILACC in 2001. Placekicker David Greene 
graduated, t00, and his responsibilities might be 


divided between two or more players, 


Carl Franks doesn't like to talk about it, and 
who can blame him? The Streak hangs like a cloud 
over Franks’ program at his alma mater. The Blue 

Devils (0-8, 0-11) have dropped 23 
straight games, the longest losing 


streak in Div 


ion I-A. They play 

a school-record 12 regular-season 
games this year, and their best opportunity to win 
might come September 28 at Navy. 

Duke opened a new football support facili- 
ty this year, and Franks is convinced his program 
is headed in the right direction. Still, a break- 
through—a four-win season, for example—is 
unlikely to come in 2002. Not only does Duke 


‘ _ 
D. Bryant, Duke 


have to play East Carolina, Louisville and 


Northwestern outside the conference, it has only 


two seniors, by far the fewest of any ACC team, 


About 65 of its players are true freshmen, red 
The Blue Devils 


had only one all-conference player in 2001— 


shire freshmen or sophomore 


first-team tight end Mike Hart—and he’s gone. 
Still, numerous starters return, including both 


kicking specialists. 


Franks has a new defensive coordinator, Ted 
Roof, who held thae position at Georgia Tech from 
1999 to 2001. Roof face: 


Duke allowed an ACC-record 491 points last 


mammoth challenge. 


season, an average of 44.6 per game that ranked 
114th in Division I-A. Each of the Blue Devils 
final six opponents scored 42 or more points. 


ister defense, Roof 


In an attempt to field a 
and Franks made numerous position changes. 


They include: Jim Scharrer, Micah Harris and 


Chad Rice to defensive end; running backs 
Brendan Dewan and Jamin Pastore to outside 
linebacker and cornerback, respectively; outside 
linebacker Ryan Fowler to inside linebacker, and 
cornerback Terrell Smith to safety. 

Fowler, a junior, led Duke in tackles in 2000 
and ‘01, Scharrer was a fourth-team Freshman 


ACC 


All-America last year, Still at inside linebacker is 

nior Jamyon Small, the Blue Devils’ second- 

ding tackler in 2001. 
The other half of Fi 


anks’ senior class is 


yant, a three-year starter who 
areer passing yardage (3,902) 
at Duke, Bryant completed 48.7 percent of his 
attempts lasts ds 


11 TDs, but he also threw 17 interceptions. 


quarterback D. Bi 


ranks seventh in 


and 


ason, passing for 2,454 ya 


More consistent was the team’s top threat, junior 
tailback Chris Douglas. He amassed 841 yards 
and 775 on kickoff 
returns to lead the ACC in all-purpose yardage 


233. receiving 


rushing 


In addition to Bryant and Douglas, Duke 
returns seven players who started at least four 
last season: center Luke Bayer, 


games on offen: 
guards Rusty Wi 
Drew Strojny, tight end Nick Breezins 


‘on and Daryl Lewis, tackle 


and 


receivers Khary Sharpe and Reggie Love. Also 
back is reserve tailback Alex Wade, a 250- 


pounder who was second on the team in rushing 


and fourth in scoring last season. 

Duke racked up 500 yards of total offense 
in consecutive games against Vanderbilt and 
N.C. State, so scoring points may not be the 
problem this season. How well the Devils fare 
may hinge on how much their defense 
improves. rT] 
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Despite all the 


NFL call-ups, 


don’t cry for reloaded Miami. 


BY MIKE HARRIS 
AQHMOND TIMES-DSPRTCH 


he Big East Conference notes with 

pride that it has had a member in 

the national championship game 
two of the past three seasons. Miami 
rolled through 2001 unbeaten and then 
claimed the big prize with its rout of 
Nebraska in the Rose Bowl. 

To those who say Miami lost too 
much for a repeat, consider this: Four 
members of the 2000 Miami team were 
picked in the first round of the NFL Draft. 
‘That is quite a lor to lose, bur Miami 
somehow managed to survive quite nicely. 

Bolstered by an outstanding recruit- 
ing class, Miami remains a national cham- 
pionship contender. It figures to be the 
only Big East team with a shot this season. 

‘The league has a bunch of teams— 


Syracuse, Virginia ‘Tech, Boston College 
and Pitisburgh—that could be very good 


ifsome huge question marks are answered 


satisfactorily. All suffered personnel losses 
that could end up cutting deep. Each 


team will be missing a player who went 


Predictions 


1, Miami 

2. Syracuse 
Virginia Tech 
Boston College 
Pittsburgh 

6. West Virginia 
7. Temple 

8. Rutgers 


OFFENSE 
WR—Andre Johnson juror, Mi 
WR—Sean Dillard, 
OL—Brett Romberg sr 


(8—Ken Dorsey s 
RB—Avon Cobourne 


KR—Torrie Cox, 


quickly in the NFL Draft. Heck, Syracuse 
will be missing almost its entire offense. 

West Virginia is looking to rebound 
from a very disappointing 2001 season. 
Temple seems to have reached a plateau 
that it can't escape and Rutgers remains 
very much a work-in-progress. The differ- 
ence between the Big East’ “haves” and 
ide, 


‘The league’s coaching lineup remains 


“have-nots 


intact. 

Paul Pasqualoni at Syracuse, whose 
Coach-of-the-Year-caliber 
trumped by Miami’s Larry Coker, was 


season was 


apparently at the top of the list of calls 
Notre Dame would have made had it not 
reached a deal with Tyrone Willingham. 
Frank Beamer, after the previous year’s 
flirtation with North Carolina, didn't let his 
eyes wander from his home at Virginia Tech. 
Bobby Wallace of Temple could 
develop a case of wanderlust if the Owls’ 


league situation isn't settled soon. 
Recruiting will only become more diffi- 
cult at Temple until the Owls know for 
sure where they'll play when they depart 
the Big East after the 2004 season. 
watch 

Boston College at Pittsburgh, Oct 

wi bedso¢ apy mium, this one’s loser c 


for 


Miami at Syracus 
Possible champio 
Virginia Tech at Miami 


Annuelly the 


DIVISION: 


Fastest receiver: Andre Johnson, WR, Miami 

Best hands: Kellen Winslow Jr, TE, Miami 

Best passing QB: Ken Dorsey, Miami 

Best option QB: RJ. Anderson, Syracuse 

Most elusive RB: Kevin Jones, Virginia Tech 

Best instincts: Lee Suggs, RB, Virgina Tech 

Best athlete: DeAngelo Hall, DB, Viginia Tech 

Best under pressure: RJ. Anderson, 0B Syracuse 
Top NFL prospect: William Joseph, DL, Miami 

Top impact freshman: Larry Fitegerald, WR, Pittsburgh 
Hardest hitter: Clifton Smith, LB, Syracuse 

Biggest underachiever:Johnnie Morant, WR, Syracuse 


coaches 
Best strategist: Paul Pasqualoni, Syracuse 


Best recuiter Frank Beamer, Vigiia Tech 
Coach on the spot: Rich Rodriguez, West Viginia 


surprised if. 


ak of nine straight bow! bid: 
king in a lot of 
hedule, 


«Virginia Tes 


comes to an end. 


1e Mans 
“Everybody talks about how much Miami lost 
and how many of its players will go in the first 
round (of the NFL Draft). Ie has guys behind 
them who might also go in the firse round if 


eligible to come out. They still have 
triggerman (Ken Dor 


sistant on Miami’ 
after its matianal ttle 


“dropoff 


acruits 
1, Miami 
Strong year all around for the ‘Canes. Needed 
DBs and WRs and got them. Signed six DBs 
and four WRs, including Sinorice Moss, 
brother of former Miami great Santana. 
2, Boston College 
Eagles did particularly well with linemen. 
Jim Unis on ‘D’ and Shadu Moore on ‘O° 
are the best. 
3. Pittsburgh 
Larry Figerald should be Panthers’ nexe great 
receiver. Lefty QB Tyler Palko stayed home and 
provided a big catch. 
4, Virginia Tech 
Needed more linebackers but did corral QB 
Marcus Vick (yes, his brother). 
5. Rutgers 
Loads of linebackers, led by standout Berkeley 
Hutchinson. 
6. Syracuse 
Tim Washington is the all-time top prep rusher 
in Connecticut. 
7. West Virginia 
Got a ton of receivers, led by Texan Broderic Jon. 
8. Temple 
Uncertain | 
2004) hurts 


sue future (out of Big East after 
wis. They did sign four CBs. 
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Miami 


Larry Coker's lottery ticket came in the 


form of ex-Miami coach Butch Davis moving to 


Cleveland in the NFL. The Hurricanes turned 


things over to the longtime 


assistant, who proceeded to not 


lose a game. 

MIAMI 4 
He was rewarded with a 
raise and the expectations that come from 


winning a national championship. Oh, yeah, he 


also saw a bunch of players leave early for the 
NEL figuring they could do no more on the 


collegiate level. 


Ken Dorsey, Miami 
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Fear not. The “0” in Coker's loss ledges 


disappear this season, but Miami doesn’t figure 
to disappear from the national rankings any time 
soon. Miami gocs into the season with 17 straight 
league victories and 22 consecutive wins overall 
The Hurricanes are, as one Big East assis- 
tant said, “pretty much in a reload mode.” 
Quarterback Ken Dorsey, third in the 2001 
Heisman voting, didn't leave early. Already 
Miami’ care 


leader with 58 touchdown passes, 


Dorsey threw for 2,652 yards and 23 touchdowns 


last season. He was intercepted only five times. 

Wideout Andre Johnson (37 catches, 10 TDs 
last season) gives Dorsey a big (6-foot-3, 212 
pounds) and fast target. Tight end Jeremy Shockey 


BIG EAST 


left for the NFL. His place will be taken by 
Kellen Winslow Jr., son of the NFL Hall-of-Famer 
with the same name. 

Running is a question mark. Clinton Portis, 
who had 1,200 yards in 2001, is gone. Frank 
Gore, who rushed for 562 yards as a freshman, 
tore up a knee in the spring and his 2002 season 
is very questionable. Willis McGahee, who had 
314 yards last season as a redshirt freshman, will 
have to carry the load. 

Miami lost a trio of outstanding linemen in 
Martin Bibla, Joaquin Gonzalez and Outland 
‘Trophy winner Bryant McKinnie, but returns 


blockers in center Brett 


nwo outstanding 
Romberg and guard Sherko Haji-Rasouli. 


Up front, Miami is fine on defense. Starters 
Jerome McDougle, William Joseph, Matt Walters 
and Andrew Williams return on the line. 
linebackers Jonathan Vilma and D.J. Williams. 
The line will be among the best in the country. 


10 do 


Vilma is the leading returning tackler with 87. 
The 2001 secondary—an excellent one con- 


sisting of Phillip Buchanon, James Lewis, Edward 
Reed and Mike Rumph—was cleaned out. Reed 
had nine interceptions a year ago. The ’Canes’ 
recruiting class includes a quartet of defensive 
backs from Florida who could get tested early. 
Brandon Meriweather of Apopka, Florida, was a 
SuperPrep All-America. 

Miami’s primary specialists, kicker ‘Todd 
Sievers and punter Freddie Capshaw, are the best 
in the Big East. 


a killer non-I 


Miami once again plays ague 
schedule. Forgive it the opener against Florida 
A&M. The Hurricanes are also playing Florida, 


Florida Stat 


\d Tennessee. 


Syracuse 
The streak was sure to end. You read that, 
uh, right here. Hey, we had it on good authority. 
Too many question marks and too difficule a 
schedule were going to combine 
racuse down after 14 


to bring S 


straight winning seasons, 

‘When the Orangemen started 
0-2, it seemed the right call. 

All Syracuse did from there was go 10-1, 
including a victory over Kansas State in the 
Insight.com Bowl. The only loss was to national 
champion Miam 


Ieripped Auburn, be 


Virginia 
Tech. It was a season that should have earned 
Paul Pasqualoni Coach-of-the-Year honors, except 


first-year coach Larry Coker went unbeaten 


at Miami. 
OK. We're convinced. The. 


straight this season, even though 


reak will go to 16 
racuse’s return- 


ing offensive starters could fit on a motorcycle. 


39 


Clifton Smith, Syracuse 


One of them is junior quarterback RJ. 
Anderson—Pasqualonii calls him by his gi 
name of Robin—who developed into an elusive 


n 


force last season, Just ask several Virginia Tech 
defenders who are still trying to figure out where 
Anderson went on a crucial third-down play. He 
threw for 1,123 yards and is Syracuse’ top 
returning rusher, albeit with only 245 yards. 

The other returning starter is center Nick 
Romeo. Sophomores Adam ‘Terry and Matt 
‘Tarullo figure to move in on the line along with 
junior Kevin Sampson and senior Erik 
Kaloyanides. Joe Donnelly caught eight passes 
last season and will probably replace Graham 
Manley at tight end. 

Sophomore Walter Reyes at tailback and 
senior Chris Davis at fullback join Anderson in 
the backfield. Senior receiver David ‘Tyree caught 


18 passes last season. Junior Johnnie Morant, a 
6-foot-5 wideout, had 18 receptions, too, and 
added two in the bowl victory. Jamel Riddle will 
also be in the mix. The 5-foot-7 junior averaged 
23.1 yards for 14 catches in 2001. 

Syracuse is much more experienced on 
defense, though the Orangemen will sorely miss 
All-America end Dwight Freeney (17.5 sacks). 
Linebacker Clifton Smith is a good place to stare. 
He was the Insight.com Defensive MVP who 
recorded 11 tackles behind the line in 2001. He's 
twice been an All-Big East choice. His lineback- 
ing partners will be juniors Jameel Dumas and 
Rich Scanlon. 

Junior tackle Christian Ferrara and junior 
end Josh Thomas return on the line. Seniors 
Latroy Oliver (corner) and Keeon Walker (strong 
safety) are back in the secondary. Ferrara, like 
Smith, had 11 tackles for loss last season. Oliver 
intercepted four passes. 


3 Virginia Tech 

A very bad break in 2001 will help Virginia 
Tech in 2002. 

Tailback Lee Suggs had a monster year in 
2000 with 1,207 rushing yards and 
28 total touchdowns. The thinking 


was he'd follow it up with another 
big year and then head to the pros. 
Except he got hurt in the first game and was out 
for the year. 

So now Tech goes into the season with 
Suggs and sophomore Kevin Jones, the Big East’s 
Rookie of the Year after an 857-yard season. 


Kevin Jones, Virginia Tech 
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‘That's a loaded backfield, one that could 
produce a pair of 1,000-yard rushers. Tech uses 
two tailbacks regularly and is eweaking its offense 
to find ways to get both on the field at once. 
Will that strength be enough to negate 
humerous question marks? 
Gone is wideout Andre Davis, Tech’s only 


consistent receiver last season, The Hokies 


moved three players to that spot in the spring to 
try and find an answer. They're hopeful junior 
Emest Wilford, sophomore Richard Johnson 
and senior Shawn Witten will raise their levels. 
Keith Willis and Jared Mazzetta have the envi- 
able task of stepping in for tight ends Bob 
Slowikowski and Browning Wynn, 

Center Jake Grove 


the only starting line- 
man under 300 pounds (he misses by 14 pounds) 
and he’s probably ‘Tech’s best. He played guard 
last season. 

Senior quarterback Grant Noel threw for 
1,826 yards and 16 touchdowns last season, 
nent in his 


He tore the anterior cruciate |i 
lefi knee in the final spring practice. He’s going 
to ty and return without surgery. If he's not 
able, sophomore Bryan Randall will take his 
place. Randall played in eight games as Noel's 
son. Marcus Vick, brother of 


backup last 
Mick 
ava 


el Vick, signed with Tech and Noel’s 


ability will help determine if he takes a 
redshire season. Even at full-speed, Noel isn't 
very mobile, but how often do you want your 
quarterback carrying the ball with Suggs and 
Jones in the backfield? 


Jarrett Ferguson, a four-year starter at full- 
back and Tech’ 


is gol 


cond-leading receiver in 2001, 


. Doug Easlick takes his pl 


Tech has a quartet of outstanding defensive 
ends in senior Lamar Cobb and juniors Jim 
Davis, Cols Colas and Nathaniel Adil 
very good secondary in free safety Willie Pile and 
corners Ronyell Whitaker and DeAngelo Hall. 
Whitaker was a third-team All-America last sea- 
son. Davis had 4.5 sacks, Colas 
bined for 18 tackles for loss. Pile intercepted 


| It has a 


5. They com- 


four passes. 


Ies in the middle where Tech has worties on 
defense. It lost its top five tacklers and top three 
linebackers, more than 1,300 career tackles in 
all. Sophomore Kevin Lewis figures to be one of 
the tackles, maybe to be joined by recruit/ 
brother Jonathan Lewis. Vegas Robinson, a jun- 
ior with limited experience, will be one of ‘Tech's 
linebackers. Look for Mikal Baagee to be the 
other inside backer, Mike Daniels took over late 
last season as the Hokies’ outside linebacker and 
is expected to be a bigger factor in his sopho- 


more season. 


Jamal Burke, Boston College 


4 Boston College 
On the line, the Eagles figure to be out- 
standing, 
Center Dan Koppen and guard Mare 
Parenteau are two of the best in the Big East. 


Tackle Leo Bell is huge at 6-8, 
306 pounds, and experienced. 
Guards Augie Hoffman and 
Chris Snee have also spent time 
in the starting lineup. 


BC will be able to block. 


Now comes the question: For whom will 
they be blockit 


Had William Green elected to return for 


his senior season, BC would have been ranked 
higher. Green rushed for 1,559 yards in 10 
games last season. But he didn’t elect to return, 
so BC and coach Tom O'Brien are searching for 
a replacement. 

Junior Derrick Knight gained 337 yards 
and had 78 against Miami when Green was sus- 
pended for a game, Horace Dodd, a transfer 
from Penn State, is eligible this year: J. Comella 
(nine catches) returns at fullback. 
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Gerald Hayes, Pittsburgh 


Brian St. Pierre was second-team All-Big 
Ease at quarterback in 2001. A senior, he threw 
for 2,106 yards and 25 touchdowns. He became 
better as the season progressed, which youd 
expect from a first-time starter, and will be 
counted on for a bigger year this season. 

Jamal Burke (25 


returns at receiver. Eight of his catches went for 


‘atches in 2001), a senior, 


touchdowns. $ 


ior Keith Hemmings will be BC's 
other wideout. 

BC has three defensive line starters returning. 
End Antonio Gare 
missed spring practice because of surgery to repair 
2001 season, Also 
back are junior tackles ‘Tom Martin and Doug 


also a standout wrestler, 


a neck injury that shortened 


Goodwin. Goodwin had 12 tackles for loss. 
Vinny Ciurciu, the middle linebacker who 

led BC with 87 tackles, returns. So does line- 

backer Josh Ott, who missed the start of 2001 


with a back injury, He had 75 tackles and made 
Sports Illustrated’ all-bowl team for his play in 
the Music City Bowl, 

‘The Eagles also have a trio of returnees in 
the secondary Doug Bessette is a particularly 
talented strong safety who made 85 tackles. Free 
safety Ralph Parent had 75 tackles. The other 
returnee is cornerback Trevor White. 

Punter Kevin McMyler led the Big East last 


on with a 43.2-yard average. He also spent 
some time as the team’s placekicker. Sandro 


Sciortino, injured much of last season, is back to 


do the kicking. 


5 Pittsburgh 
The passing game at Pittsburgh has been 
pretty good in recent seasons and it’s helped over- 
shadow some pretty good play on 
the other side. 
This season, with the primary 


parts of the passing attack in need 


of replacement, linebacker Gerald Hayes and his 
defensi 
the Panthers. 

Hays 
group that allowed only 7.4 points during Pite’s 


cohorts may be the spotlight unit for 


is one of seven starters back from a 


five-game winning streak to close the 2001 regu- 
lar season. (Pitt also won a bowl game for the 
first time since 1989). 

Hayes was in on 104 tackles each of the past 


two seasons. He has 32 tackles for loss in his career. 


Junior linebacker Lewis Moore was Defensive 
MVP in the Tangerine Bowl. Beside Moore, 
Brian Beinecke will be starting for the third 
straight season, Brian Guzek and ‘Tyre Young 
return on the defensive line, which will miss end 
Bryan Knight. 

Safety Ramon Walker bolted early for the 
NEL, but Pitt returns a pair of strong corner- 
backs 


(also a standout return specialist), Cox, a junior 


in Shawntae Spencer and Torrie Cox 


from Miami, was in on 48 tackles last season. 
He also became the first player to block 
a Miami punt since 1998. Cox has twice been 
Pires MVP on special teams. Senior Gary Urschler 
and sophomore Tyrone Gilliard will move into 
the safety slots. 

On offense, Pitt's fine except for its passing 
attack, Quarterback David Priestley and wideouts 
Antonio Bryant and R.J. English are gone, with 


Bryant leaving a year early. English led the league 


in receiving yards per game. 


Junior Rod Rutherford, who saw spor duty 


last season, rushed for 225 yards from the quar- 
terback slot. He didn't show much passing (four 
interceptions), but will get first crack at the job. 
Sophomore Pat Hoderny will also get a look. 
He’s a 6-foot-6, 230-pounder. Tyler Palko, a 


freshma 


lefiy from Imperial, Pennsylvania, was 
a key recruit. 
Yogi Roth, a junior walk-on, caught 11 


passes 


last season, Roosevelt Bynes got some time 
asa true freshman while Bryant was nursing an 
ankle injury. His first play resulted in a 56-yard 
touchdown, Recruit Larry Fitzgerald could fac- 
tor in as well 

Raymond Kirkley led Pite with 645 rushing 
yards in his true freshman season. Kirkley also 
caught 19 passes. Marcus Furman, another true 
freshman, gained 243 yards on 42 attempts. 
Junior Lousaka Polite returns for his third season 
"fullback. 


back Brandon Miree sat out last season 


as the Panther 


after his transfer from Alabama and has junior 
igibili 


Pitt's entire offensive line returns: senior 


center Chad Reed, senior guard Bryan Anderson, 
junior guard Dan LaCarte, sophomore tackle 
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Rob Petitti and junior tackle Mate Morgan. 
‘Two publications named Petitti a Freshman 
All-America, Also back is junior tight end Kris 
Wilson, who caught 19 passes last season. 


West Virginia 
Rich Rodriguez's first season as head 
coach at his alma mater was hardly enjoyable. 
The Mountaineers won just once in their final 


W 


power rankings list. 


eight games and the three 
teams they beat—Ohio, Kent 
State and  Rutgers—won't 
show up real high on anyone's 


The season ended on a particularly sour 
note as the Mounties lost close games at home to 
‘Temple and Pittsburgh in the final two weeks. 

A bright spor? Someone, anyone? 

Tailback Avon Cobourne was one, for sure. 
As a junior last season, Cobourne rushed for 
1,298 yards and caught 23 passes. He's been over 
1,000 yards in each of his three seasons. 

Sophomore Rasheed Marshall is the only 
letter-winner at quarterback. He played in five 


Grant Wiley, West Virginia 
6 7 


games last season, passing for 327 yards and 
rushing for 210. Danny Embick, who redshirted 
in 2001, is well-regarded and will get a look at 
quarterback as well. 

Phil Braxton, a senior, caught 26 passes 
before his 2001 season was cut short because 
of a broken foot. He had seven catches against 
Maryland. A.J. Nastasi ended up as the 
Mountaineers’ top receiver with 42 catches, 


though his yardage total (334, an eight-yard 
average) wasn't great. 

West Virginia has a solid set of offensive 
tackles in junior Tim Brown and senior Lance 
Nimmo. 

Senior James Davis and junior Grant Wiley 
give the Mountaineers a pair of good linebackers. 
Davis, an outside linebacker, had 14 of his 51 
tackles behind the line last season. Wiley was the 
league's Rookie of the Year as a freshman. Even 
though injuries limited him to nine games, he 
finished with 98 tackles (more than he had as a 
freshman). His tackles-for-loss numbers (14 to 
six) and interception numbers (three to one) did 


fall from his excellent rookie season. Wiley had 


22 tackles against Syracuse, the third-best single- 


game figure in school history. 


BIG EAST 


Senior David Upchurch returns for his third 
season as the Mountaineers’ nose tackle. He had 
four sacks among his 14 tackles behind the line 
last season. 

Angel Estrada, a junior college transfer, 
did well in his first season as West Virginia's 
roverback. He had 69 tackles and two sacks 
before his season ended after nine games with 
a broken leg. West Virginia has work to do in 
the secondary after losing standouts Shawn 
Hackett and Rick Sherrod. 

The well-traveled Phil Elmassian was WVU's 
defensive coordinator last season, This year, Jeff 
Casteel and Todd Graham will shate the job. 


7 Temple 

They're baaaceckkk. 

The Big East wanted Temple out after the 
2001 season. Temple forced a resolution that will 


als 


allow the Owls to stay through 
2004 (Connecticut becomes a full- 
time member for football in 2005). 
So the league gets three more 
seasons to sce if Temple can make some real 
progress or some more imagined progress. 
‘Temple went 4-7 in 2001, its second straight 
season with that record. The Owls dont flat-out 
stink like they used to, and the lesser teams on their 
schedule dont give them much of a challenge, But 
they're still nor close to catching up to the league's 
powers (losses last season of 38-0 to Miami, 35-0 
to Pittsburgh and 33-10 to 


to Virginia Tech, 33- 
Boston College) and that doesnt figure ro change. 
The Owls do have one serious standout in 


ior defensive tackle Dan Klecko, son of former 
NEL star Joe Klecko. The 6-foot-1, 275-pounder 
was a unanimous All-Big East choice last season 


s 


when he had 62 tackles and 19.5 tackles for loss. 
Other defensive returnees include outside 
linebacker Jairo Almonte, cornerback Terrance 
Leftwich, safety Lafton Thompson and the won- 
derfully named defensive tackle Robert Sack. 
Almonte, in his first year at Temple after a 
junior college career, had 57 tackles and returned 
his lone interception 70 yards for a touchdown, 
Lefiwich had a trio of interceptions. A former 


wideout, he'll be a three-year starter. Thompson, 


a senior, earned a final year of eligibility after 
missing the 1998 season, He intercepted two 
passes in 2001. Sack didn't have any last season 
and has only one for his career. He does have 14 
tackles behind the line. 

The offense has more experience, which may 
or may not bea good thing, ‘Temple's offense was 
very inconsistent in 2001. 

Sophomore Mike McGann made seven 
starts at quarterback and threw for 934 yards. 
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Tanardo Sharps, Temple 


He had nine interceptions and only three touch- 
downs, He’ tall (6-6) and figures to get better 
with experience, 


‘ar 


Tailback Tanardo Sharps gained 1,038 yards 
phomore in 2000, but fell 0771 lasts 


Senior receiver Z 


asas 


on, 


amir Ce 


bb caught 19 passes 
in five games before undergoing a hernia opera- 
tion. He also had a pune return for a touchdown. 
Senior receiver Sean Dillard was second-team 


All- 


ig East after a 51-catch season. 

Makonnen Fenton is a junior back who 
rushed for 216 yards and led the league with a 
26.1-) 

Veteran 


ard ckoff returns. 


age for ki 


inemen are senior center Donny 
Klein, junior guard Joe Laudano and senior tackle 


Dave Yovanovits, Klein spent some time at every 


line position last season. Yovanovits is a three- 


year starter who has gone the distance in 30 of 
his 33 career games. 


Rutgers 
The step, Rutgers hopes, will be much more 
noticeable this year. If there was 


step forward 
last season, it was barely noticeable. 


team go 2-9 in his first season as the Scarlet 


Knights’ head coach, It was a 


frustrating campaign for a man 


who had come over ftom peren- 


nial power Miami with designs 


on elevating Rutgers’ standing, 

Mote progress should be shown this year 
because Rutgers has had a full year to absorb 
Schiano's system and it will go into the season 
with 18 returning starters, But it may take 
another year or two before Rutgers is able to 
make a serious move upward, The top teams in 
the league don't appear to be getting worse, so 
the S 


Jet Knights have to get a lot better, 
Smith is the best of the 


right end LJ 


Knights. He gained a final year of eligibility and 
decided to use it rather than go pro. Smith had 
30 receptions for 282 yards and three touch- 
downs last season. 

Ryan Cubit, son of offensive coordinator 
Bill Cubi 


took some hard lessons. He threw for a school 


, was thrown in at quarterback and 


freshman record of 1,433 yards and nine touch- 


downs (he was intercepted 19 times). Perhaps 


sive th 


the most impr ing about him was he 


srarted all 11 games. He took some serious beat- 
ings. Rutgers quarterbacks were sacked 51 times 
in 2001, 


Sophomore Marcus Jones returns to the 


backfield after gaining 327 yards last season, Ray 
Pilch will again be the fullback, Wideout Aaron 
Martin, a 6-foot-4 se 
for 


jor, averaged 20.9 yards 


5 catches a year ago. 


On the line, Rutgers has six seniors who 


shared starting duties last season, Tackle Brian 
Duffy is a 6-foot-5, 300-pounder. 
Rurge 


s gave up 421 yards per game last sea 
son, almost 200 more than it gained. Wich 10 
starters back on defense, those numbers figure to 
improve. Safety Shawn Seabrooks led Rutgers in 
2001 with 99 tackles. Linebacker 


contributed 92, including 14 behind the line. 


sary Brackett 


Safety Nate Colon had 91 stops. 


They'll spearhead a defensive unit that also 


f 


Raheem Orr, who had five tackles for loss in 


cures senior linemen Greg Pyseceymuka and 


seven games in a season cut short by injury. Ill 


Shawn Seabrooks, Rutgers 
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League's newfound style is more 
than a passing fancy—and MSU 
should take full advantage. 


BY JACK EBLING 
‘LANSING (STATE JOURNAL 


t must be a new century. After decades 
of preaching and proving that rushing 
is the best way to move the football, 

the Big Ten has joined the rest of the nation 

and crowned pass-happy champions the 
past two seasons. 

Record-smashing passer Drew Brees 
led Purdue to the 2001 Rose Bowl. And 
quarterback Kurt Kitener helped Illinois 
to the 2002 Sugar Bowl, an appropriate 


consolation prize when a trip to Pasadena 
meant a shot at the BCS national tide. 

If the same pattern holds true this 
fall—if air travel is the way to go— 


all signs point to a surprise winner, With 


league passing leader Jeff Smoker and 


scary recciver Charles Rogers, a possible 


1 overall pick in the next NFL. 


Predictions 


1. Michigan State 
2. Wisconsin 

3. Michigan 

4. Ohio State 

5. Penn State 

6. lowa 

7. Mlinois 

8. Purdue 

9. Indiana 

10. Northwestern 
11. Minnesota 


WR—Lee Evans, se 
Té—Dallas Clark, junio 
OL—Tomy Pashos, sia lias 


OL Chris Mel junio, Pen State 
OL—Adtien Clatke juno, Ohio 
OLJeff Roel sno 


OL —AVJohnson serio Wisconsin 
(8—Jeff Smoker junio, Michigan tate 
8—Anthony Davis sophomore Wisconsin 
8—Jeremi Johnson, serio, Indiana 
PX—Nate Kaeding juno, oy 

S—Lamry Johnson, seo, Penn State 
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Draft, Michigan State could be ready to 
claim its first crown since a four-way tie 
in 1990, 

Wisconsin will have Brooks Bollinger, 
an excellent runner, and Jim Sorgi, the 
league's best backup, throwing to wideout 
Lee Evans and handing the ball to 
Anthony Da 


is, the conference 


receiving and rushing yard! 


respectively, 


If the Badgers can’t earn at least a 
share of the title, Michigan, Ohio State 
T 


threesome can match any group in the 


or Penn State might. That tradition-rich 


country for historical achievements, But 
the Wolverines and Buckeyes lost nwo of 


their last three 


ames last season, including 


bow! opportuniti 


. The Nittany Lions 
dropped their final regular-season. game 


and weren't bowl-eligible 


Towa, Illinois and Purdue should have 
their moments, just not enough of them. 


Indiana, Northwestern and Minnesota 


won't be favored too often. 


Wisconsin at Michigan State, October 26 
The Badgers were trampled by the Spartans last year 
in Madison, 
Michigan State at Michigan, November 2 
Revenge for the Wolverines could give them at least a 
share ofthe title 

in at Ohio State, November 23 
The Wolverines wll try to prevent losing two in a row to 
the Buckeyes. 


DL Jimmy Kennedy sno, Penn State 
DL—Shantee Or jini Michigan 
[8 Landon Johnson junio, Purdue 
(Bey Schumacher serio ios 
L8—Phil Archer junio, Minnesota 
{8 —Victor Hobson, serio, Michigan 
D8—Mike Doss, seni Ohio State 
8—Eugene Wison, seis lings 
DB—Bob Sanders junio 

DB —Stuart Schweiger juni 
Andy Groom seni Oio State 


players 


Fastest receiver: Charles Rogers, Michigan State 

Best hands: Brandon Lloyd, WR, lino 

Best passing QB: Jeff Smoker, Michigan State 

Best option Q8: Brooks Bollinger, Wisconsin 

Most elusive RB: Anthony Davis, Wisconsin 

Best instincts: Mike Doss, 5, Ohio State 

Best athlete: Charles Rogers, WR, Michigan State 
Best under pressure: Jeff Smoker, (8, Michigan State 
Top NFL prospect: Charles Rogers, WR, Michigan State 
Top impact freshman: Maurice Clarett, RB, Ohio State 
Hardest hitter Mike Doss, 5, Ohio State 

Biggest underachiever: John Navarre, 8, Michigan 


coaches 


Best strategist: Joe Tiller, Purdue 
Best recruiter: Sim Tressel, Ohio State 
Coach on the spot: Gerry DiNardo, Indiana 


hen they meet on November 2 in Ann Arbor: 


6 e 
opinion 
“The Wolverines won’ 


But they didn’t in 199: 
defense made them No. 1, 


e you on offense, 
jer, when their 


—a Big Ten asistane 


recruits 


1. Ohio State 

Even before a win in Ann Arbor, Tressel team had 
locked up the state, including RB Maurice Claret. 
2, Michigan 

‘The Wolverines signed their usual solid class but 
idnt ge all they wanted, despite landing 
California quarterback Matt Gutierrez 

3, Penn State 

Midwest power runners JR. Z 
Shaw bolstered the usual East C 
4, Michigan State 

St. Louis running back David Richard, quarterback 
Drew Stanton and three top receivers mean thr 
5. Illinois 

Linebacker Cyrus Garret highligl 
ing class for the Big Ten’ lone BC 
6. Wisconsin 

Speed and skill were the primary goals, asthe Badgers 
signed only evo players heavier than 240 pounds, 
7. Jowa 

Size starts with players like 6-7 offensive tackle C 
Felder and continues with a pair of 6-6 quarterbacks. 
8. Purdue 

The Boilermakers signed five players from Florida, 
four from Texas and just three from Indiana, 

9. Minnesota 

‘The Golden Gophers signed eight in-state prospects 
and seven from Ohio, Glen Mason’s home state 

10. Northwestern 

‘The Wildcats class could be much bett 
one thinks if they fic into Randy Walker’ 
11. Indiana 

Gerry DiNardo signed players from 12 stares and 
Australia, but inked just one player in Indiana. 


‘ki and Tim, 
st contingent, 


decent incom- 
representative, 


< 
Lt 
L 
0 
ea 
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Greg Taplin, Michigan State 


Michigan State 

Michigan State was just 7-5 last year. But 
the Spartans beat Notre Dame for the fifth 
straight time, stunned Michigan in the final 

second and outscored Fresno State 
in the Silicon Valley Football 
Classic, one of the best of all the 
bowl games. 

This time, the pressure is on third-year 
coach Bobby Williams to produce at least nine 
wins. And with one of the Big Ten’s easier sched- 
ules—eight home games, including the first five, 
and no date with Illinois or Ohio State—10 or 
11 victories are possible. 

If Jeff Smoker continues at his current pace, 
he will become the top quarterback in school 
history by the end of his junior season. After 
leading MSU to dramatic wins over Notre Dame 


as a freshman and Michigan as a sophomore, he 
knows how to win and believes he will. 

Split end Charles Rogers could be the best 
player in college football. He had 67 catches for 
1,470 yards, a 21.9 yards-per-catch average and 
14 couchdowns as a sophomore. If he surpasses 
those totals and the Spartans win big, Rogers 
could make a run at the Heisman Trophy. 

He should have help from flankers BJ. 
Lovett and Zichl Kavanaght and tight end Eric 
Knott, who will replace NFL draftees Herb 
Haygood and Chris Baker. The big question is 
whether converted fullback Dawan Moss can 
replace the 18th overall NFL pick, TJ. Duckere, 
at tailback. If not, heralded freshman David 
Richard could be forced to carry the load. 

The entire offensive line returns, led by 
junior center Brian Ortney, a third-year starter. 
Guards William Whitticker, Joe Tate and Paul 
Harker and tackles Steve Stewart, Ulish Booker 


and Sean Poole should give Smoker time to throw 
and Moss or Richard room to run, 

The defense will have to replace the school’s 
fourth-best career tackler, Josh Thornhill, at 
middle linebacker. But redshirt freshman Seth 
Mitchell seems to have the ability to do that. If 
he can, the Spartans should be fine with Mike 
Labinjo at strongside linebacker and cither 
Ronald Stanley or Monquiz Wedlow at the 
weakside spot. 

Kyle Rasmussen is back ar tackle and Greg 
‘Taplin returns at end to anchor the defensive front. 
They should have help from Kevin Vickerson, 
Mathias Askew and pethaps Clifford Dukes, with 
Labinjo moving to end in passing situations. 

The secondary should be a strength after a 
traumatic 2001 season, Cornerback Cedric Henry, 
one of the Big Ten’s best, is back after a year of 
academic ineligibility. And after season-ending 
leg injuries, DeMario Suggs and Jason Harmon 
should be ready. Suggs and Broderick Nelson are 
solid at corner, while Harmon can help standout 
Thomas Wright and Robert Flagg at safety in a 
unit that has suddenly become very deep. 

The question could be special teams again. 
Placekicker Dave Rayner has a strong leg, but 
needs more consistency as a sophomore, And the 
punting could be a disaster if freshman Brandon 
Fields cant deliver, But the Spartans survived 
four blocked punts in a season-opening win last 
year, They might be able to overcome a special- 
teams problem and still win a conference title. 


Wisconsin 
The Badgers fell to 5-7 last year, allowing 
some observers to tease that Wisconsin had 
become a basketball school for the first time, 


W 


Joe Paterno’. 


After three Rose Bowl triumphs 
in the previous eight seasons, 
Barry Alvarez’ program was in as 
strange a position at bowl time as 


Expect the Badgers to return to their late- 
"90s form in 2002, With 13 games before an 
anticipated bowl bid, this year's team could set a 
Wisconsin record for wins. Unless they can win 
at Michigan State or Michigan, an 11-2 mark 
might not send Barry's boys to Pasadena again. 

In senior wideout Lee Evans, the Badgers 
have one of the league’s top three players and the 
Big Ten season record-holder for receiving yards 
with 1,545. The Biletnikoff Award finalist as the 
nation’s top pass catcher last year said no to the 
NEL, then injured a knee in a needless appear- 
ance in Wisconsin’s spring game. 

Evans needs just 1,055 yards to break the 
Big Ten carcer receiving record of 3,309 by 
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ne Bates. With a full 
recovery, he could reach that total by Halloween. 


And when the Badgers and Spartans collide on 
October 26, Evans and MSU’s Rogers will be the 


two best rec 


cers ever to play in a Big’ Ten game. 

‘The conference's best runner should be 
sophomore Anthony Davis. First in the Big Ten 
and No. 5 in the nation in rushing last season 


with 133.3 yards per game, Davis posted the 
sixth-best freshman total in NCAA history. It 
would take an injury or a complete collapse for 
Davis not to give Wisconsin a 1,000-yard back 


for the 10th year in a row. 


Anthony Davis, Wisconsin 
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Passing to Evans and handing to Davis will 
be quarterbacks Brooks Bollinger and Jim Sorgi. 
Bollinger, 22-7 as a starter, missed three games 
and parts of two others last year. Healthy again, 
the Badgers’ top career rusher among quarter- 
backs should become just the third 5,000-yard 
passer in school history. Sorgi is a terrific backup. 

Center Al Johnson is one of the nation’s top 
centers. His cousin, left tackle Ben Johnson, is 
just as good in some eyes. Left guard Dan 
Buenning started all 12 games as a freshman. 
Right guards Jonathan Clinkscale and Kalvin 
Barrett each started six games as redshirt fresh- 


met 


And right tackle Jason Jowers played all but 
nine snaps last season. 


BuGeaecaN 


Split end Darrin Charles should be a good 
second option for the passers at 6-foot-6. But 
dont be surprised if the Badgers miss wide 
receiver/kick returner Nick Davis and all-league 
tight end Mark Anelli, 

No one will be missed more than tackle 
Wendell Bryant, one of three defensive linemen 
who have left. Left end Jake Sprague played in 
the 2000 Rose Bowl, however. And left tackle 
Anttaj Hawthorne is a future star. The other 


spots could go to ends Darius Jones, Jeff Lang or 
Andres Lezama and tackles Jason Jefferson, Nick 
Cochart or Lyle Maiava. 

Jeff Mack will move back to inside linebacker 
after starting cight games on the outside last year. 
He will be joined by redshirt freshman John 
Gillen inside and sophomore Kareem Timbers 
outside, showing Wisconsin’s youth on defense. 

All-Big Ten cornerback Mike Echols is 
gone. That means Scort Starks, who started 10 
games as a freshman, will ream with B.J. Tucker 
at the comers. Michael Broussard is back at 
strong safety. And Robert Brooks is slated to start 
at free safety. 

RJ. Morse returns as the punter. But juco 
All-America Scort Campbell could overtake 
Mike Allen and Adam Espinoza as the Badgers 
placekicker. The key is for one of them to be 


much busier than Morse. 


Michigan 
‘An 8-4 season would have been fine for 
most teams. For the winningest program in 
NCAA history, it wasn't nearly enough. Mighty 
Michigan was disappointment in 


last season's final two months. And 
the Wolv 
nothing else, deserved better. 


es’ proud tradition, if 


After a 6-1 start, Michigan collapsed in 
every way. Lloyd Carr's program was outrushed 
in four of its last five league games. It self: 
destructed with stupid plays at MSU, managed 
just 163 yards of offense in a gift win at 
Wisconsin and was outscored 23-0 in the first 
half by visiting Ohio State with a Big Ten tide 
there for a taking. 

But even after all of the Wolverines’ weak- 
nesses were exposed in a 45-17 trouncing by 
Tennessee in the Citrus Bowl, hope springs eter- 
nal in Ann Arbor. After all, this is Michigan, 
Talent should always be abundant. 

The questions this year are primarily on 
offense, starting at quarterback, where incum- 
bent John Navarre will have to hold off the chal- 
lenge of San Diego Stare transfer Spencer 
Brinton. A lighter Navarre should be better after 
looking more li 


a defensive end last year and 
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occasionally throwing like one. And Brinton, 
who learned the system last year, should be fine 
with the eweaks of new offensive coordinator 
Terry Malone. 

‘The receiving corps won't be the same 
without Velcro-fingered Marquise Walker, who 
Ronald 


Bellamy, the new No. 1 target, has just 21 catches 


led the conference with 86 catches. 


in three seasons but could triple that career total 
this year, Calvin Bell, a threat on reverses, and 
‘Tyrece Butler are the other options. 

‘The running game took a hit in April when 
blazer Kelly Baraka, the leading candidate to be 
the No. | tailback, was dismissed from the team 
for repeated violations of team rules, That leaves 


John Navarre, Michigan 
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Chris Perry, who averaged 3.8 


yards per carry last 
season, and David Underwood to share the ball- 
carrying load. Last year’s top rusher, B,J. Askew, 
returns to fullback. 

Left tackle Tony Pape, right tackle Demeterius 
Solomon and right guard Dave Petruziello are 


the returning starters on the offensive line, Andy 
Christopfel, Courtney Morgan and Dave Pearson 
are possibilities ar center, And massive Joe Denay 
could be the man at the other guard position. 
Michigan's defense should be excellent, led 
by outside linebacker Victor Hobson and end 
Shantee Orr Hobson could be 


national awards if the Wolverines win enough 


candidate for 


games. And Orr just needs to play half as well as 
he did against the Spartans to become one of the 
best in college football. 


Also back on the deep, potentially domi- 
nant defensive front are tackles Norman Heuer 
and Shawn Lazarus and ends Dan Rumishek, 
Larry Stevens and Alain Kashama. Carl Diggs 
should be the top inside linebacker with Larry 
Foote gone. And the other linebackers could be 
seus inside and 
ide. 
ick Marlin Jackson has All-America 


+h Kaufman or Emmanuel C: 


Roy Manning or John Spytek outs 
Cornerba 


potential and three years to teach it. Free safety 


Cato June and strong safeties Julius Curry and 
Buc 
sing 
game on January 1. Like most other units, the 


Charles Drake have plenty of experienc 


that wasnt enough to slow the Tennessee pa 


secondary will have to improve for Michigan to 


return to its accustomed lev 


Ohio State 
A 7-5 mark in the first season under Jim 


‘Tressel was just a tease of what lies ahead for a 


essel 


program that should never lose five time: 


Lou 


ers dreamed he would. 


proved that by going into 
Michigan Stadium and embar- 
rassing the Wolverines last 
November, just as OSU's follow- 


‘The Buckeyes landed the league’s top 


incoming class, from all accounts, And they 


might need some immediate help after the 
departure of 10 starters, including the entire 


offensive backfield, college football's top center 


in LeChatles Bentley and 49-game starter Tyson 
Walker at tackle. 

OSU still has starting wide receivers Chris 
Vane 
up front in guards Adrien Clarke and Bryce 


and Michael Jenkins and three key players 


Bishop and tackle Shane Olivea. But that leaves 
six vacancies to fill on offense, a big challenge for 
any team. 

Craig Krenzel, the starter against Michigan 
and South Carolina in the Outback Bowl, 


should replace Steve Bellisari at quarterback. 


Scott McMullen is also back as the Buckeyes try 
to improve a balanced attack that averaged 179.8 
yards rushing per game and 190.8 through the air, 

Tailback Jonathan Wells, last year’s team 
MVP, will be missed after rushing for 1,294 
yards and 16 TDs. But backups Lydell Ross and 
Maurice Hall, 2001 redshirt JaJa Riley and her- 
alded freshman Maurice Cl 


larett should be good 
enough for the Buckeyes to win a lot of games 
with defense. 

Alex Stepanovich seems to be the logical 
replacement at center, A healthy Ivan Douglas, 
who missed much of last year with a blood clor, 
will get a shot at the other tackle, backed by 
Adam Olds and Ryan Co 
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LEFT TO RIGHT: JOE ROBBINS, CHUCK RYDLEWSKI 


‘Mike Doss, Ohio State 


Ben Hartsock is the new No. 1 tight end, 
after sharing thac job last season, And with three- 
year mainstay Jamar Martin gone, the fullback 
position will now be filled by either Brandon Joe 
or Branden Schnittker. 


But the strength of this team is on defense. 


Strong safety Mike Doss, a devasta 


ing hircer, is 
s. He has an 
nt chance t0 become the school’s first 
‘a since 1976, 

Donnie Nickey is back for his fourth year as 
fety. Underrated Matt Wilhelm 
iddle linebacker, Will Smith should 
line up at right end again. D: 


one of the league's top two defend 


ex 


three-time All-Amet 


a starter at fre 


returns at n 


ion Scott, the left 
end last season, might be better at left tackle. 
‘Tim Anderson could be a star at right tackle. 
And Cie Grant, a starting corner last year, figures 
to be the top weakside linebacker. 


‘Thar leaves four spots on defense to fill. 
Kenny Peterson and Simon Fraser will s 


at left end, Robert Reynolds is 
at strongside linebacker. And the corners should 
be Dustin Fox and Richard MeNute, 

Punter Andy Groom is the league's best 
booter, as evidenced by his No. 4 national rank- 
ing and a 45-yard average in 2001. But place- 
kicker Mike Nugent will have to do better than 
seven-for-14 on field goals. 

With eight home games, including the 
rematch with Michigan, and no date with MSU, 
the Buckeyes could be in excellent position. They 
haven't beaten the Wolverines in consecutive 
‘ars since 1981-82. And a win on November 23 
could make Tressel even more of a savior, 


Penn State 
After an 0-4 start in 2001, Penn State fin- 
ished at 5-6. That meant back-to-back losing 


BRIG R isbn 


seasons for the first time in Joe Paterno’s amazing, 

36-year tenure, Paterno still broke Bear Bryant's 
record of 323 Division I wins, and 
upped that total to 327. This year's 

J. team should push that number 
near 335, if not higher. 

‘The Nittany Lions won five of their last 
seven games and were a different team with Zack 
Mills at quarterback. When Penn State failed to 
qualify for a bowl game, its players responded in 
a positive way and had one of the best offseason 
conditioning efforts in school history. 

“The offense should be stronger than last year’s, 
with sever 


rt 


returning, But the key again is 


Mills, who set a school record for total offense 


with 418 yards in a comeback win over OSU, 
one of three dramatic rallies for PSU last season. 


Tony Johnson, Penn State 
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If Mills makes fewer glaring mistakes and 
doesn't throw 12 interceptions like last season, 
his big-play ability could life Penn State to the 
Rose Bow! for the second time in 10 years of Big 
‘Ten competition. His athleticism and leadership 
are magnified in a game's final minutes 

Ie has to help that four starters return this 
season on the offensive line. Center Joe lorio, a 
former walk-on, started every game last year and 
should be a serious candidate for Academic All- 
America honors. Converted defensive end Tyler 
Lenda is back as the right guard. And with Gus 


Felder anchoring the left side and Chris 
McKelvy maturing on the right side, no Big Ten 
program should have a better set of tackles. 

Wide receivers Tony Johnson and Bryant 
Johnson (no relation) combined for 78 catches 
last year. Tony had five 10-yard games, includ- 
ing a 149-yard gem against eventual national 
champ Miami. If the Johnson & Johnson 
attack continues, opposing secondaries may 
need treatment. 

Nick Marmo or Scott Davis figures to be the 
starter at left guard. RJ. Luke could be the answer 
at tight end, replacing standout John Gilmore. 
And the running backs should be more settled 
this season. After a ball-carrier-by-committee 
approach yielded so-so results in °O1, Larry 
Johnson, Tony's brother, appears ready for an 
expanded role. And Sean McHugh or Paul 
Jefferson should be ready to step in at fullback. 

‘The defense will be led by massive right 
tackle Jimmy Kennedy, a 330-pounder who was 
almost impossible to block at times en route to 
All-Big Ten honors. Kennedy was projected as a 
late first-round or early second-round NEL draft 
pick. But he opted to stay 


in Happy Valley as a 


fourth. 


-year starter. 


Left tackle Anthony Adams is an 
complement to Kennedy. Right end } 
Haynes led the Lions with 11 tackles for loss. 
And Paterno likes the potential of Sam Ruhe, 
John Bronson and Jeremiah Davis at left end. 

‘The linebacking is much less settled, with 
208-pound Deryck ‘Toles the lone returning 
starter. Toles, an established playmaker, remains 
limited to 30 plays per game by an enzyme defi- 
ciency. Also vying for time on the outside are 
Derek Wake, LaMar Stewart and Jimi Mitchell. 
‘The middle linebacker should be Gino Capone 
or Shamar Finney. 


Penn State returns three starters in the sec- 
ondary: left cornerback Bryan Scott, hero back 


Yaacov Yisrael and free safety Shawn Mayer, the 


teams leading tackler last season. Richard 
Gardner appears to have an edge for the other job 
at right cornerback. 


Benny Sapp, lowa 


Punter David Royer and placekickers Robbie 
Gould and David Kimball return. But the big 
news on special teams last year was the play of 


Larry Johnson on kickoff returns. He led the Big 
Ten and was 17th in the nation, far ahead of his 
team’s ranking, 


lowa 
Kirk Ferentz is 11-24 in three seasons as the 
head coach in Iowa City. So why do people think 


he can make the Hawkeyes a consistent winner 


again? Perhaps because he led his 
team to a 7-5 record last year, 
including an Alamo Bowl win 

over Texas Tech. 
Don’t be surprised if lowa takes another step 
forward this season. Fresh from a fourth-place tie 


in the league—the Hawkeyes highest finish since 


1996—Ferentz is putting the pieces in place. For 


the first time since 1959, Iowa didn’t lose a game 
by more than nine points. 

‘This year's team can count on three players 
who could be All-Big Ten selections: tight end 
Dallas Clark, strong safety Bob Sanders and place- 
kicker Nate Kaeding. Left guard Eric Steinbach 
and right tackle David Porter, who was granted 
an extra year of eligibility as a medical hardship 
case, are other standouts who could play for 
championship teams. 

Starting QB Kyle McCann is gone, but lase 
years backup, Brad Banks, and juco transfer 
Nathan Chandler both believe they can do the 


job as the Hawkeyes’ No. 1 quarterback. 
Ladell Betts, who led Towa in rushing for 
four straight years, is sure to be missed. How 
much depends on the consistency of running 
back Aaron Greving, who rushed for 115 yards 
and a touchdown in the Alamo Bowl. 
Clark, a converted linebacker, had 38 catches 


for 539 yards last year and should be as good a 
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tight end as the Big Ten can offer, C.J. Jones is 
the only wide receiver with much experience. He 
had 34 grabs as a junior, Maurice Brown, 
Ramon Ochoa and Warren Holloway are the 
leading contenders on the other side. 

The top 10 players on a deep, talented 
offensive line have earned a total of 22 letters. 
Porter and right tackle Robert Gallery should be 
fine, Steinbach and Andy Lightfoot are quality 
guards. And Bruce Nelson has started 35 straight 
games at center, 

‘The defense will have to survive some signif- 
icant rebuilding, especially with the loss of All- 
Big ‘Ten end Aaron Kampmann. The new line 
should feature tackles Jared Clauss and Colin 
Col 
Babineaux. Grane Steen, Fred Barr and Kevin 


and ends Howard Hodges and Jonathan 


Worthy are the likely starters at linebackers. 


Strong safety Sanders led the Hawkeyes 


with 122 tackles last season, including 25 against 


Indiana, and made an interception in the end 


zone on the final play of the Alamo Bowl. Free 
safety Derek Pagel and cornerbacks Benny Sapp 
and D,J. Johnson should be solid. 

Kaeding can be an outstanding placekicker, 
as he was when he made four field goals in a 
game twice last year. And punter David Bradley 
is experienced, if not always excellent, He 
shouldn't have ro be great for Ferentz’s team to 
take another stride forward. 


Illinois 
‘The Illini stunned the college football world 

last season by winning the Big Ten and posting 
s for the first time in 11 


asons. 


double-digit wi 


A record-setting offense and re- 


IL vamped defense brought a trip to 
the Sugar Bowl and a 10-2 record. 

Ron Turner, the reigning Big 

‘Ten Coach of the Year, and 14 returning starters— 
seven on offense and seven on defense—are 
de 
Michigan and OSU coming to Champaign— 
and MSU nowhere on the schedule—tllinois 


rmined to prove that wasn't a fluke, With 


just might do that. 
Quarterback Kure Kitener, a four-year 
starter who directed the highest-scoring offense 


in school history, is gone but not forgotten, He 
will be replaced by backup Dustin Ward, lowa 
transfer Jon Beutjer or untested Mark Kornfeld. 


Ic is the first time since 1999 that there has been 


serious competition at the position, 

Any passer would have to like his chances 
with wide receivers like Brandon Lloyd and Wale 
Young as the primary targets. In any other confer- 
ence last season, Lloyd might have been the No. 1 
receiver instead of the third-ranked target. He had 


65 catches for 1,062 yards and 10 TDs. Young 
added 50 grabs for 890 yards and eight scores. 
Antoineo Harris will be the primary run- 
ning back. He split that job with Rocky Harvey 
the past three seasons. But with less than half the 


snaps and a broken hand, Harvey still led the 
Illini with 629 yards on the ground. 
The Illinois offe 


sacks in 12 games lase 


sive line allowed just 16 
cason, one of the best 


marks in the country. Right tackle Tony Pashos 
fir 
can become the school’s all-time leader in con- 


was 3 am all-conference pick in 2001 and 


secutive starts with 11 more. Left tackle Sean 
Bubin and right guard Patrick Babcock are 


Eugene Wilson, Illinois 
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returning. starters, Duke Preston and James 


Brown are the candidates at center, while Da 


Dich or Bryan Koch should play left guard. 

Illinois used 10 or 11 defensive linemen in 
most games last season and wound up with a 
school-record 40 sacks and 49 other tackles for 
‘Tackles Brett Kautter, Jeff Ruffin and 
silstrap and ends Mike O'Brien, Derrick 


los 
Char 
Strong and Brian 


aefering lead the returnees. 


The linebacking crew returns intact, led by 


standout Jerry Schumacher, who led the Illini 


last year with 125 stops and 17 tackles for loss. 
Myers and Joe Bevis, 


gene Wilson led the nation 
with 30 passes broken up and had six intercep- 


tions en route to All-America honors. Opposite 
= 
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corner Christian Morton was second in the 


country with 26 deflections. The fre 
should be Jamaal Clark or Mare Jackson, And 
the strong safety will likely be Taman Jor 
Kevin Anderson, 


safety 


or 


Peter Christofilakos, John Gockman or JJ 


will handle the 


‘ubbs—or perhaps all three 
placekicking. Matt Minnes or Steve Weatherford 
will do the punting following the departure of 
Steve Fitts. A breakdown there could be the dif- 


ference between a New Year's Day bowl and a 


spot in the second division. 


Purdue 

After reaching the Rose Bowl for the first 
time in 34 seasons, the Boilermakers backslid to 
mediocrity at 4-4 in the Big Ten and 6-6 overall 
last season, ‘That was the first 
non-winning record in Joe 
Tillers five years as head coach in 
West Lafayerte. 


Purdue was outscored by 28 points last sea- 


son and averaged just 20.8, the lowest toral in the 
Big'Ten. A program known primarily for offense 
produced only 320.2 yards per game, a plunge 
ion to 105th, And for 
Tiller’s team to reach a bow! for the sixth straight 


from fourth in the 


year, a solid defense will have to be outstanding, 

With a $70 million renovation of Ross-Ade 
Stadium in progress, Boilermaker football won't 
look exactly the same. But the team Tiller puts 


on the field should be easy to recognize with 17 


returning starters. 
‘The best of those players, and one of the 
three best players in the conference, should be 


fre 


afety Stuart Schweigert, the only sophomore 


semifinalist for the Jim Thorpe Award last 
already made 183 tackles and 11 


Defensive end Shaun Phillips, linebackers 
Landon Johnson and Joe Odom and strong safety 
Ralph Turner are the Boilermakers’ other stand- 


outs on a defense that should be among the top 


three in the league. 


it 


Gilbert Gardner at strongside linebacker will be 


Returning starters Craig Terrill at tackle and 
solid contributors. Backups Brandon Johnson at 
tackle and Kevin Nesfield and Doug Swann at 
end should play important roles. And starter 
Anewaun Roge 


s and reserve Jacques Reeves are 
back ae tailback. 

After an up-and-down first year, quarterback 
Kyle Orton could be much improved. With the 
transfer of Brandon Hance, Orton should feel 
more comfortable, though his mobility remains 
in question. 


‘The strength of the offense must be the wide 


receivers. Taylor Stubblefield had 73 catches for 
910 yards, John Standeford had 47 gi 


Seth Morales added 29. The problem could 


bs, while 


come at tight end, where Mike Rhinehart tries to 
replace Tim Stratton, 


Montrell Lowe has one more season at run- 


ning back after dropping from 998 rushing yards 
to 640 and dipping by nearly a yard per carry. 
Joey Hartis could help there, too. 

‘The offensive line should be better with the 


rs, Center G 


tart 


return of four s ne Mruczkowski, 


right guard Rob Ture 


and tackles Pete Lougheed 


and Kelly Butler have enough experience, And 


Kelly Kitchell is the top returnee at left guard. 


One major loss is sure to be the departure of 


placekicker/punter ‘Travis Dortch, the school’s 

Re 

Andy Nelson or juco transfer Bevin Ls 
Y j 


ve 


first consensus All-America in 15 years 


should be the kicker, while Aaron Levin i 
sibility as the punter, 


Indiana 
A 5-6 season wasn't enough to save Cam 


Cameron's job in 2001. The born-and-bred 


Hoosier was fired after five 


asons, making way 
for an invigorated Gerry DiNardo. 

And it didn’t matter that the for- 

met Notre Dame star had six los- 

ing records in nine seasons at 

Vanderbilt and LSU, 
DiNardo would have had a lot more fun 


this year if all-purpose standout Antwaan Randle 
El hadn't completed his eligibility, The nation’s 
most dangerous runner/passer was drafted by the 


Pittsburgh Steelers and should help them as 


receiver/kick returner. 


e Randle El’s 1,664 
yards through the air or his 964 on the ground. 


Te wont be easy to repla 


But Tommy Jones began last season as the No. 1 
quarterback and he deserves another chance to 
prove he can run the show in the programs new 
West Coast offense. 

Where else could a 241-pound quarterback 
hand off to a 279-pound fullback behind a 
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6-foot-8, 322 
and flip a pa 
f 


ke that 


pound right tackle—or fa 


to a 284-pound tight end? If size 
ters, Indiana could be in business. 


“The Hoosiers won't run the option as much 
without Randle El and All-Big Ten running back 
Levon Williams, who quietly rushed for 1,401 
yards, a 6.6 average and 17 TDs in 2001. Career 


backup Brian Lewis is a possibility there. 


With Jeremi Johnson at fullback, Indiana 
will have one experienced star. When a guy his 


size averages 5.7 yards per carry and 13.3 yards 


per catch, that says a lor abour his breakaway 


ability or a team’s other options—or both. 


But all eyes will be focused on DiNardo— 


player—as he 


not a single offensive or del 


he 


to establish his program's credibility. 


ved excellent reviews last winter, though 


Ron Bethel, Indiana 
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that could change with some fans when his team 


starts t0 lose, as it almost surely will. 
Up front, where DiNardo played and where 
the Hoosiers have to be successful, left tackle A.C. 
Myler and left guard Anthony Oakley have started 
22 straight games, Right guard Enoch DeMar is 
a three-time Academic All-Big Ten honoree. And 
right tackle Bobby Brandt, a former tight end, is 
one of the conference's biggest pla 


vers. 
Kris Dielman, who started every game last 
year at tight end, is poised to have a big senior 


season. But wide rec 


fers Travis Haney and 
Courtney Roby need to emerge for Jones to 
reach his potential as a passer. 

End Derek Barnett started every game the 


past two years and should provide stability on 
Frink and Colin 


Christopher each started about half the Hoosiers’ 


defense. ‘Tackles Jamil 


ames in 2001. 


Bil-Ge tee N 


Herana-Daze Jones started the final six 
ed linebacker, But 
cl look often enough that 


games last year as an undersi: 


Indiana played a ni 
extra safety Ron Bethel made more starts than 
any returning linebacker. 

Safety Joe Gonzalez and cornerback A.C. 
Carter supply experience in the secondary. But 
the Hoosiers have had too much experience los- 
1s. “DiNardo Days” could 


ing games in recent 


change all chac. 


Northwestern 

After one of the great rebirths in NCAA his- 
rth in 2001 and 
crashed with a 4-7 record, That wouldn't have been 


tory, the Wildcats returned to ea 


so disappointing ro long-suffering 
Wildcat fans if Randy Walker's 
team hadn't been such a popular 


pick to rule the conferenc 
Northw 
nators, Mike Dunbar on offense and Greg Colby 


ern recurns with two new coordi- 


on defense. But for a school that has had exactly 
one bow! win in 120 years of football, some 
change is probably a good thing, 

Another important development is a return 
to health for one of the nation’s most battered 
teams. Twelve starters or key reserves suffered 


season-ending injuries in 2001, And just 10 starters 


from that team are back, including four on offense, 


Familiar names like quarterback and coach- 
on-the-field Zak Kustok, game-breaking running 
back Dami 


immons were part of some of the greatest 


n Anderson and wide receiver Sam 


moments the Wildcats have known. 


‘The new No. 1 quarterback could be Tony 
Stauss, Matt Danielson or Brett Basanez, though 
none can match Kustok’s leadership or running 
ability. And the top running back is liable to be 
xy or Jeff Bac 
, there is established strength on the 


Kevin Lawrence, Torri Stucl 
Lucki 


ive line. Center Austin King and right 


offer 


guard Jeff Roch! could play for almost any team. 
‘The team’ other starters appear to be left tackle 
Carl Matejka, left guard Mace Ulrich and tight 
tackle Bill Newton. 


If Northwestern has an established strength, 
it could be at the receiver positions. Kunle 


Patrick had 57 catches last season, while Jon 


Schweigharde added 43. Notre Dame transfer 
Jovan Witherspoon should providea lift there, too. 
‘The Wildcats had to play two true freshmen 
on the defensive line last season, and that lack of 
strength and experience showed. But Thomas 
Derticks and Luis Castillo should be better pre- 
pared to help returning tackle Colby Clark. 
Northwestern’ linebacking corps was deci- 
mated by the departures of All-Big ‘Ten picks 
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Kevin Bentley and Billy Silva, plus linebacker- 
turned-end Napoleon Harris, ‘That leaves only 
inside linebacker Pat Durr to lead the defense 
from that area, John Pickens, Doug Szymul, Eric 
VanderHorst, Braden Jones and Dan Pohlman 
are among the new candidates for playing time. 

Cornerback Raheem Covington should be 
the leader of the secondary, but Dominique 
Price and Herschel Henderson gained essential 
experience there last season. Marvin Ward, Jarvis 
Adams and Mark Roush will also have to per- 
form at a high level for the Wildcats to make 
another run at the first division. 


Minnesota 

In a year with no clear-cut favorite and no 
program thats guaranteed to finish last, Minnesota 
isa 


interesting team. Glen Mason's players have 


With eight starters, including quarterback 


Asad Abdul-Khaliq, back on offense, the 
Gophers should have the firepower to scare 


just enough ability to be a surprise 
contender and just enough holes 
that they could be looking up from 
the bottom of the pile. 


any team on a given Saturday, Abdul-Khaliq 
improved last season and finished fifth in Big 
Ten passing efficiency. His running ability is 
unquestioned. 

Minnesota should have a very strong run- 
ning game, despite the departure of standout 
back ‘Tellis Redmon. Marion Barber 
pleasant surprise as a freshman and rushed for 


III was a 


742 yards on just 118 carries for a 6.3- yard aver- 
age. And Thomas Tapeh could be ready to tap 
his porential as a marquee recruit. 

‘The Gophers won't have always-reliable 
Ron Johnson to bail them our with big catches 
anymore, but Jermaine Mays is back at wide 
receiver after a redshirt year and appears to be as 
exciting as ever. Former juco star Antoine Burns 
also returns and should be better with a year of 
Big ‘Ten experience. The team’s best receiver 
might be tight end Ben Ureche. 

Minnesota lose three starters on the offen- 
sive line but welcomes back massive left tackle 
Jake Kuppe and versatile Jeremiah Carter. Also 
available are guards Joe Quinn and Mark 
McElroy and tackles Rian Melander, Mark 
McIntosh and Ricky Wymer. 

The defen 
starter Michael Lehan at cornerback, where he 


will be led by fourth-year 


led the Gophers in pass breakups the past two 
seasons. Comerback Ukee Dozier is back. And 
safety Eli Ward should be a key performer, t00, 
assuming he can stay healthy this year. 

All three starting linebackers return, with 
Phil Archer a serious candidate for all-conference 
honors. He was fifth in the league in tackles last 
season, And Bradley Vance and Justin Fraley are 
also available to help the Gophers get their 
offense the ball back quicker. 

‘The defensive line welcomes back starting 
tackles Dan Kwapinski and Darrell Reid. The 
ends could be Tony Dupree and Damian Haye, 
with Charlton Keith and Mark Losli pushing for 
playing time. 

No team in the league has a better pair of 
specialists than placekicker Dan Nystrom and 
punter Preston Gruening. But the special teams 
did have four punts blocked, precisely the kind 
of gaffe that could drop Minnesota from con- 
tention to the basement. . 


Marion Barber Ill, Minnesota 
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RE AIT LT ITT eA 


DIVISION 


I-A 


Top-heavy league will feature 
Austin Powers’ showdown with 
the Sooners and Buffs. 


BY BLAIR KERKHOFF 
KANSAS CTY STAR 


ugust through December could 
hardly have gone better for the 
Big 12. Teams swatted away top 
non-conference foes and locked up in 


ue battles. The conference had 


four tcams in the Top 10 toward the end 
of the season and three of them had shots 


at the national championship 


The honors poured in, Nebraska 
Crouch the 
fety Roy Williams 


took two major defensive awards. Sooners 


quarterback Eric won 


Heisman. Oklahoma 


linebacker Rocky Calmus won another. 


Predictions 


North Division 
1. Colorado 

2. Nebraska 

3. Kansas State 
4. lowa State 
5. Missouri 

6. Kansas 


1. Texas 

2. Oklahoma 

3. Texas Tech 

4. Texas A&M 

5. Oklahoma State 
6. Baylor 


All-Bi 
OFFENSE 


(8—Wliff Kingsbury serio Texas ech 
— Cedric Benson, 
|—Dahrran Diedrck sei Nebraska 

WR—Rashaun Woods junio, 0 

WR—Roy Wiliams jr 

TE—Trent Smith sero, kahome 

OL Re Richards seniors Teh 
—Wayne Lucier seri 

OL Derrick Dockery, senior eas 

OL Bil Yates sei 


homore Texas 


Luke Philips junio Ovahoma tat 
8S —Chris Massey serio Ok 
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‘They were among nine players who made 
somebody's All-America first team. 
But then came January, specifically 


the Bowl Championship Series games. 


Colorado, stung that it wa 
Nebras 


but was resi 


loped 


and won the Big 12 title game 


ned to the Fiesta Bowl, was 


hammered by Oregon. Two days later, the 


Cornhuskers confirmed they didn’t 


belong in the Rose Bowl by losing to 
Miami, 3 4. 
Stil, four Big 12 schools—Oklahoma, 
‘Texas, Nebraska and Colorado—finished 
n the Top 10. Seven teams went bowling, 
‘The Big 12 was never stronger than it was 
in 2001 
There could be a slight drop-off this 
year, or least a more pronounced shift 


of pow 


. The North appears to be 
Colorado's. The Buffs became the first 
North team other than Nebraska and 
Kansas State to play in the league title 
game and are favored to repeat the feat. 
In the South, Texas gets the nod over 
Oklahoma, but both are the league's best 


bets for a national champion. 


Texas at Texas Tech, N\ 


This is never easy forthe L 


Colorado at Nebraska, 


DEFENSE 
—Simmy Wilkerson, juror 0k 
— Cis Kelsay serio, 

—Cony Redding 

—Tommie Hanis soho 
Lawrence Flugence 
Brian Gamble sr 

8 —Jarrod Penright sn 
—Sammy Davis, 

DeJuan Groce, seni 
—Nathan Vasher, juni, Tea 
8—Donald Strickland svi 


players 


Faster receiver Roy Williams, WR, Texas 
Best hands: Rashaun Woods, WR, Oklahoma State 
Best passing QB: Kiff Kingsbury, leras Tech 

Best option QB: Seneca Wallace, loa State 

Most elusive RB: Cedric Benson, Texas 

Best instincts: Nathan Vasher, Texas 

Best athlete: Terence Newman, (B, Kansas State 
Best under pressure: Kliff Kingsbury, (8, Texas Tech 
Top NFL prospect: Roy Williams, WR, Texas 

Top impact freshman: Brad Smith, 08, Missouri 
Hardest hitter: Jimmy Wilkerson, DE, Oklahoma 
Biggest underachiever: Chris Simms, 08, Texas 


coaches 


Best strategist: Bob Stoops, Oklahoma 
Best recruiter: Mack Brown, Texas 
Coach onthe spt: Kevin Steele, Baylor 


mpion. Yare 


. 
opinion 
Every year I think Texas is the better team, and 


ar Oklahoma wins. The Long! 
have to find a way to get it done. When it 
comes to those schools, nothing else matters.” 
~a Big 12 assistant couch 


recruits 


1. Texas 
The nation’s best dass, maybe one of the best ever 
2. Oklahoma 

rst great coup was keeping Stoops from Florida 
3. Colorado 

Barnett pulls together a top 15 class, 

4, Texas A&M 

Reggie McNeal is quarterback of the future 

5. Kansas State 

Juco-heavy class led by RB Daniel Davis. 

6. Nebraska 

A slip or the usual underr 
7. Oklahoma State 

Much better in Les Miles’ second year 
8. lowa State 

Two straight bowl 
hard. 

9. Missouri 

RB Mario Whitney was the key to keeping the 
state talent home. 

10, Texas Tech 

Suill seeking the quarterback to replace Kingsbury. 
11. Kansas 

Late start for Mang 
Bill Whittemore 
12, Baylor 


The losing takes it coll all year. 


ime will tell 


mes paying off. Hit Texas 


no, bur gets his QB in juco 


NORTH DIVISION 


1 Colorado 

Has a program ever experienced the range 

of emotion like Colorado last season? 

The Buffaloes, coming off a 3-8 season, 
roared through league play with one 
loss heading into the regular-seas 

jis. Nebras| 
which hadn't lose to the Buffs since 


finale against_nen 


1990. Colorado took outa decade-plus worth of 


Craig Ochs, Colorado 
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frustration on that day, clubbing the top-ranked 
Huskers 62-36. 
Glee in Boulder turned even more joyous 


when the Buffs outlasted ‘Texas for the Big 12 


championship a week later. Then anger. Nebras! 
sneaked past all the challengers to gain the sec- 
ond BCS spot in the championship game. 


F 


its Fie 


Finally, despair. Colorado didn’t show up for 
:1 Bowl date with Oregon, losing 38-16. 
Colorado should get another chance to 


impress, ‘The offense is solid, Quarterback Craig 


Ochs is healthy after missing the final five 
games of 2001 with an ankle injury. Oft-injured 


running back Marcus Houston also is back and 


joins a backfield stable of Chris Brown and 
Bobby Purify. 
ight defens 


lin- 


jive starters return, but h 
er Michael Lewis, an all-conference safety, is 


gone. The secondary and offensive line are the 


Buffaloes’ biggest question marks, 
But the “Return to Dominance” mantra 
that coach Gary Barnett preached upon his 
return to Boulder four years ago no longer rings 
hollow. The Buffs are the North favorite, 


labrach 
2 Nebraska 
Rarely does a team get a second chance like 


the Cornhuskers did last season, 


All seemed lost after Nebraska lost its No. 1 
ranking and a shot at the Big 12 
title with an embarrassing loss at 
Colorado, Bur through a bizarre 
cum of events—upsets to Oklahoma, 

the Husk 


‘Texas, Florida and Tennessi 


rs were 


back in the National Championship game facing 
Miami in the Rose Bowl. 

Only to be embarrassed again, 

‘The two losses shook the program, and not 
even the Heisman ‘Trophy evening of quarter- 
back Eric Crouch could ease the pain. 

‘The record-setting Crouch, he of the 1,115 
rushing yards and 18 1 


shing touchdowns, is 


gone, Jamaal Lord takes over, and the offense 


will be less about the quarterback and more 


about I-back Dahrran Diedrick, who led the Big 


12 in rushing last season with 1,299 yards, He 


also rushed for 15 touchdowns. 


Wilson Thomas, who set a school record for 
split ends with 37 receptions for 616 yards, is 
also a weapon that will be utilized. 

In all, Nebr 
tarters, the biggest turnover in Frank Solich’s 


is looking for 11 new 


five years as head coach. Besides Crouch, the 


Huskers must replace these headliners: tight end 


ey Wistrom, offensive guard Toniu Fonoti, 
defensive 


le Jeremy Slechta and cornerback 
Keyuo Craver, 

“The Huskers got a bonus when Jason Lohr, 
who started at nose tackle two years ago, received 
a medical hardship season. Also back are stand- 
out defensive end Chris Kelsay and cornerback 
De] 


top punt-return special 


in Groce, who is also one of the nation’s 


Expectations are lower this year, The way 
last year ended, and the loss of Crouch, has left 
the program with less optimism than it has expe- 


rienced in several years. Diedrick says he laughed 
when he saw somewhere where six or seven losses 
were possible for the Huskers. But four doesn’t 


seem out of the question. 
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Kansas State 

‘Winning football means staff changes, and 
the revolving door spun at Kansas State again 
during the offseason. Defensive coordinator Phil 
Bennett took the SMU job and 
two coaches, Bob Fello and Jim 
Gush, went with him. Bob Elliott, 
a former Iowa State associate head 


— 


coach, became the program’ fourth defensive 
coordinator since 1995. 

“We've done it every three years (change 
defensive coordinators),” coach Bill Snyder says. 
“Ie hasn't been a disruption before.” 

Former Iowa assistants Bert Bielema and 
Del Miller completed the staff. Miller is a former 
K-State assistant. Their charge is to maintain a 
lofty standard: The program hasn't allowed more 
than 300 yards per game in a season since 1994. 

Defense shouldn't be the issue, not with 
all-conference candidates in linebacker Terry 
Pierce, cornerback Terence Newman and tackle 
Tank Reese. 


Quarterback is the issue. Ell Roberson and 
Mare Dunn are back to continue a battle that 
lasted through the Insight.com Bowl loss to 
Syracuse. Dunn cook most of the snaps in the 
spring while Roberson recovered from toe sur- 
gery. Last season, each threw for four touchdowns 
and nine interceptions. Neither convinced 
Snyder he should be the undeniable starter. 

Running back also is open with the depar- 
ture of Josh Scobey, the league’s second-leading 
rusher. The favorite is Darren Sproles, one of two 
freshmen on last year’s depth chart. Sproles 
totaled 210 yards on 28 carries despite missing 
three games with a bruised collarbone. 


Terry Pierce, Kansas State 
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Bil Goad: 


lowa State 
Quarterback was Iowa State’s big question 
mark a year ago. Could Seneca Wallace replace 
Sage Rosenfels, who had led the program to 
S 


Sah 


its first bowl appearance in a 


quarter-century? 


F ‘The answer was a resound- 

ing “yes.” Wallace was voted the 
ene top newcomer after completing 167 of 
269 passes (62.1 percent), with 11 touchdowns, 
475 rushing yards and 2,519 yards of total 
offense. 

Towa State went bowling again, losing a 
heartbreaker to Alabama in the Independence 
Bowl. But the Cyclones will be expected to chal- 
lenge for a third straight postseason trip because 


Kirk Farmer, Missouri 


of Wallace (now a senior) and eight returning 
starters on defense. 
The 


Haywood. But the program cranks out 1,000- 


loss is running back En 


yard rushers at a remarkable pace. Iowa State is 
one of six schools to produce a 1,000-yard runner 
each of the last seven years. The top candidates 
are Michael Wagner, Hiawatha Rutland and 
JaMaine Billups. 

Towa State took a big step with its schedule, 
opening the season with Florida State in Kansas 
Ciry on August 24. The Cyclones are playing 13 
games in 14 weeks, wrapping up with a home 
game against Connecticut. 


Missouri 
Justin Gages offseason lasted 10 days. 
Missouri's unexpected run to the West 
Regional final kept Gage in a basketball uniform 
through much of March, de 


ing his spring football practice 
debut. Bur there he was, running 
through full-contact drills on 
only his second day back. 

“Weld like to have a locker room full of 
that type of competitor,” Tigers coach Gary 
Pinkel says. 

Missouri’ fortunate to have Gage this year. 
He strongly considered passing up his senior 
season for the NEL Draft. But the 6-foor-4, 
200-pound wide receiver is back hoping to 


duplicate a 2001 season in which he caught 74 
passes for 920 yards and five touchdowns. 
Throwing most of those passes was Kirk 
Farmer, who can't seem to get through a season 
without a major injury. Farmer has some nice 
career numbers: 2,749 yards, 25 touchdowns, 597 
rushing yards and seven touchdowns in 20 games. 
But Pinkel has made no promises to Farmer, 
and will give redshirt freshmen Brad Smith and 
Sonny 
tion. He moved Smith ahead of Farmer after the 


iccio every opportunity to win the posi- 


team’ first spring scrimmage. 

Center A.J. Ricker leads an offensive line 
with three new starters. The running game should 
be in good shape with Zach Abron, who rushed 
for 783 yards and 
ine starters return on defense, led by line- 
backer Sean Doyle, who was third in the Big 12 
with 129 tackles. A newcomer who could make 


rouchdowns last season. 


a big impact is end Atiyyah Ellison, who signed 
with the Tigers out of high school but transferred 
in from Coffeyville (Kansas) Community College. 


Kansas 
New uniforms, a players’ lounge, a new atti- 
tude. New coach Mark Mangino wants football 
to be special at Kansas, and he brought some 


, <n 


homa offensive coordinator, faces a tough task. 


touches from Oklahoma with 

him. But can he bring even a 

dash of the Sooners’ success? 
Mangino, the former Okla- 


‘The last winning record in Lawrence was 1995. 
ind was fired 
ing in his fifth season. 


Terry Allen couldn't get it done a 


with four games remai 


Mangino’s first big move came before spring 
practice when he dismissed quarterback Mario 
Kinsey, who had shown flashes of promise as a 
freshman. Kinsey's poor attitude cost him his 
spot, and Kansas likely will go with Bill 
Whittemore, a juco transfer from nearby Fort 
Scott Community College. 

Before he signed, Whittemore spent a half- 
hour speaking with former Oklahoma quarterback 
Josh Heupel, who sent rave reviews on Mangino. 

“We're hoping he will be a quick-impact 
guy,” Mangino says of Whittemore, who was the 
Jayhawk Conference MVP in 2001 with 2,086 
yards passing and 16 touchdowns. 


Texas 
In the Mack Brown era, the population of 
superior quarterbacks has swelled in Austin. 
But that always hasn't been a good thing, 
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Cory Redding, Texas 


‘The Major Applewhite-Chris Simms con- 
troversy ended badly for Brown. Simms, his 
choice, committed four turnovers in the Big 12 

title-game loss to Colorado. 

Applewhite, the people's choice, 

rallied the Longhorns from a 

17-poine, fourth-quarter deficit 
to beat Washington in the Holiday Bowl. 

Applewhire has moved on, and Simms pre- 
pares for his senior season. But wait, here comes 
sophomore Chance Mock, a former Parade All- 
America, Further down the depth chare is fresh- 
man Vincent Young, the nation’s top high school 
player last year according to several sources. 

Simms clearly is the starter but his per- 
formance in big games unnerves the Texas 
faithful. Still, he’s surrounded by remarkable 


aN amiisi Na eee 
talent in running back Cedrié Benson and wide 
receivers Roy Williams, B,J. Johnson and Bo 
Scaife. Confidence, not talent, is where Simms 
must improve. 

‘The offensive line needs work. Gone is All- 
America tackle Mike Williams. The Longhorns 
are high on senior tackle Derrick Dockery, who's 
entering his thitd year as a starter, 

On defense, linebacker is the reloading 
position, Reed Boyd ascends to the middle, and 
Derrick Johnson, one of the league's top fresh- 
men last season, is on the outside. Johnson's 83 
tackles were the best among Big 12 freshmen. 

Safety Nathan Vasher is the best in the sec- 
ondary, and he’ also a terrific return man, In the 
spring game, Vasher returned a kickoff and punt 
for a touchdown in the fourth quarter. His team- 
mates stopped kicking off to him and Brown 
made him fair-catch all punts. 


BEG. —-14.2 


‘The schedule isn't a killer. The Longhorns 
don't find harm's way until October and the 
life-or-death struggle with Oklahoma. In other 
years, trips to Kansas State and Nebraska would 
spell doom, but both programs ate off peak. The 
xxas Tech could be the 
toughest test after the Sooners. 


November 16 visit to 1 


‘Texas will be in everybody's top five, and 
some will make the Longhorns No. 1. A good year 
by Simms could make it happen. 


Oklahoma 
Oklahoma was poised for a second straight 
shot at the national championship when the 
Sooners got caught up in the rash of upsets that 
“ knocked out several BCS con- 


Wp genders. The loss to Oklahoma 
State might have been the most 
The 
favored by four touchdowns, playing at home, 


shocking, Sooners were 
and going against a freshman quarterback. 

So Oklahoma settled for a Cotton Bowl vic- 
tory over Arkansas and looks to return 0 the 
national championship picture this season. 
Personnel losses aren't measured in quantity but 
quality. Departed safety Roy Williams and line- 
backer Rocky Calmus were consensus All- 
Americas, Two All-Big 12 offensive linemen and 
the league's top punter and kicker are also gone. 

But this is a resilient program. “I don't believe 
any of the players we lose were at such a level that 
we cant replace them,” coach Bob Stoops says. 

Meaning, the talent spring continues to gush. 

On defense, end Jimmy Wilkerson burst 
onto the scene and recorded a team-high five 
sacks, He’ a candidate for Big 12 Defensive Player 
of the Year and will ream with fast-improving 
sophomore tackle Tommie Harris to form a lethal 
pass rush, Teddy Lehman shifts from middle to 
weakside linebacker, Calmus’ old position. 

‘The middle and outside linebacker slots will 
be filled by a pair of juco transfers from City 
College of San Francisco, Lance Mitchell and Pasha 
Jackson, The scouting report on the newcomers: 
fast. That’ the trademark of the Sooners’ defense. 


Bassey, a redshire freshman, is the top 
candidate to fill Williams’ strong safety/linebacker 
role, but others like Avery Shine and Michael 
‘Thompson have worked there. Thompson, a 
starting corner in 2000, survived life-threatening 
injuries in an auto accident last year 

Free safety Brandon Everage and corners 
Derrick Straitand Andre Woolfolk give Oklahoma 
the best secondary in the Big 12. 

Quarterback Nate Hybl started the season, 
got injured against Texas and lost the role to 
Jason White, who got injured against Nebraska. 
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Hybl finished the year as starter, but the offen- 
sive production dropped noticeably from previ- 
us seasons. 

Offensive coordinator Mark Mangino took 
the Kansas job and Stoops hired Northwestern's 
Kevin Wilson, who's melding the Wildcats’ spread 
offense with Oklahoma's, 

‘The Sooners seek a more effective running 
game. They rushed for 56 yards on 61 attempts 
in the final two games of ’01. The running attack 
will be built around Quentin Griffin, who has 
32 touchdowns in three seasons. 


The new face among the wide receivers is 


the position coach, Darrell Wyatt, He moves over 


Texas Tech 


Nebraska must replace E 
Oklahoma has to fill Roy Williams’ shoes. But 
ask folks around Lubbock about key personnel 


ic Crouch. 


losses, and they'll tell you about 
Ricky Williams. 
“No words can describe how 


much we're going to miss him,” 
‘Tech quarterback Kliff Kingsbury says. 


Williams finished his career with 3,661 


rushing yards, third on the school’s career list. 
But his role changed dramatically when coach 
Mike Leach brought the spread offense in three 
years ago from Oklahoma, Williams became 
more of a receiving threat and caught 92 passes 
last year. 

Leach said it’s probable three or four players 
would fill Williams’ role, Candidates are Taurean 
Henderson, who played on defense last year 
while redshirting, junior college transfer Johnnie 
Mack and junior Foy Munlin. 


Anton Paige, Texas Tech 


—— 
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Whoever gets open, Kingsbury will find him. 
He enters his senior season as the second-most 
productive passer in school history with 7,412 
yards and 50 touchdowns, After a game or two, 
Kingsbury should have the 395 yards he needs to 
become No. 1. 

Last season, Kingsbury led the Big 12 in 
completions with 364, attempts at 529, yards 
with 3,502 and touchdowns with 25. In any other 
year, he’ the All-Big 12 quarterback and a strong 
All-America candidate, But he played in the same 
league as Eric Crouch, the Heisman Trophy winner. 

“KlifF’s numbers have rivaled anybody's in 
the last two years,” Leach says. 


To help spread the word, Tech has started a 


web site, wwwekliffkingsbury.com. But nothing sells 
like winning, and Kingsbury will get to make an 
carly honors bid when ‘Tech opens its season at Ohio 


State in the Pigskin Classic. Kingsbury has several 
experienced wideouts back to throw to, including 
Anton Paige, Carlos Francis and Nehemiah Glover. 


In all, 17 starters return, including nine on 


defense. Linebacker Lawrence Flugence led the 
Big 12 in tackles with 145, and end Aaron Hunt 
recorded a school-record 12 sacks. 


fexas A&¢M’s 2001 season, 
completed the story with their first 


and the Aggi 


bowl victory since 1995. A&M started the season 


7-1 with victories over Notre Dame, Kansas State 


and bowl-bound Iowa State, then 


ended the regular schedule with 


three straight losses. 

‘The reactions might have 
made for good television, but things got uncom- 
Slocum, who found him- 


fortable for coach R. 
self fielding questions about job security. 

The bowl victory, an easy triumph over 
ae 
but the Aggies still find themselves closer to the 


in the galleryfurniture.com game, helped, 


middle than upper tier, a position they held in 
the late 1990s. 

‘The priority on offense is to reestablish the 
running game. This was a program once known 
for its tough running, even recently. The image of 
J&Mar Toombs carrying three Oklahoma defenders 
into the end zone in 2000 continues to burn. 

But last season A&M rushed for a paltry 
1,254 yards—the programs lowest total since 
1970—and ranked 107th nationally in total 
offense. The big problem was the lack of speed. 
‘The Aggies are trying to solve that by switching 
Dwain Goynes from wide receiver to running 
back, and Keith Joseph from tailback to fullback. 

Goynes has run the second-fastest 40 time 
(4.25) ever recorded at A&M. Ar 5-10, 184 


‘Mark Farris, Texas A&M 


pounds, he could give A8M the outside threat it 
needs to balance the offense. 

If the spring game was any indication, the 
offense is in better shape. Quarterback Mark Farris 
fired a pair of rouchdown passes in a contest that 
featured eight touchdowns. A year earlier, all the 
scoring in the spring game was five field goals. 

Cornerback Sammy Davis, who topped the 
Big 12 with five interceptions last season, leads 
what should be a stout defense. 


Oklahoma State 


‘The media, coaches and everybody else who 
votes on an all-conference team probably blew this 
one. Wide receiver Rashaun Woods should have 
done better than second team. 

After all, Woods led the Big 12 in receptions 
with 80 and receiving yards with 1,023. He 


| 


missed out on first-team honors that went to 
Missouri's Justin Gage and Texas’ Roy Williams. 
Who shouldn't have been on the 


team is open for debate. Who 
should have been included isn't. 
“Deep down, I felt like I 


should have been first-team,” Woods says. “But 


they already had it picked, I think.” 

So the publicity push is on for Woods, not 
just for all-conference but All-America as well. 
A few more victories would go a long way in 
helping the campaign. 

Nor that the Cowboys disappointed their 
fans last season, Beating Oklahoma in the regular- 
season finale was enough to excuse the uneven 
first season (4-7) of the Les Miles regime. 

“Ie proved what wee capable of doing,” 
Miles says. 

‘The game also produced a quarterback battle 
for this season. Josh Fields came off the bench, 
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Chris Massey, Oklahoma State 


spelling starter Aso Pogi, to complete 19 of 38 
passes for 231 yards against the Sooners. 

Pogi has started 17 straight games, but his 
spring workouts were limited because of injuries 
suffered in an offseason auto accident, But the 
Cowboys think so much of Fields that Miles 
rearranged the spring practice schedule to 
accommodate Fields’ baseball schedule. 

Sixteen returning starters, including safery 
Chris Massey, the nation’s top kick returner last 


season, and a heralded recruiting class give Miles 
reason for optimism. 


Baylor 
A Hail Mary fell incomplete in the end zone 
at Texas A&M. They were competitive in three 
other games, including a ewo-touchdown loss at 
B Oklahoma. The Baylor Bears are 
U Big 12 victory of the 21st Century. 
B The conference losing streak 


inching closer to that elusive first 
stands at 29. It could end there. The Bears open 


Big 12 play on October 5 against fellow cellar- 
dweller Kansas in Waco. The Jayhawks were 
Baylor's previous victim, losing to the Bears on 
October 10, 1998. 

Baylor's hopes rest on 10 returning defen- 
sive starters, led by middle linebacker John 
Garrett. The offensive standout is wide receiver 
Reggie Newhouse, the team’s leading receiver 
each of the last two seasons. Newhouse caught 
61 passes for 706 yards and cight touchdowns 


last season. 


‘The quarterback will be senior Greg Cicero, 
coming off a 1,239-yard, six-touchdown season, 
But the Bears like sophomore Davon Vinson, 
who played well in the spring game. Baylor's one- 
back offense should get a boost from new coordi- 
nator Dave Baldwin, formerly at Cincinnati and 


the head coach at San Jose State before that. ll 


John Garrett, Baylor 
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This is the place where games are won. 
Where franchises become dynasties. 
Where legends are bought and sold. 
It is a magical, cynical, storied, heartless place. 


This is our playing field. 


pie 
SPOR] BUSINESS 


The voice of sports business. 
Subscribe 1 800 829 9839 


Three-peat likely to be in the 
‘Cards’ for Louisville. 


BY ERIC CRAWFORD 
THE LOUISVILLE) COURER-JOURNAL 


hen John L. Smith became 

the Louisville coach four 

years ago, there was nowhere 
for the program to go but up. This fall, 
after four straight bowl appearances and 
back-to-back Conference USA champi- 
onships, the only way to move up is to 
move out. 

Specifically, out of the AXA Liberty 
Bowl—destination of the C-USA cham- 
pion—and into an at-large spot in the 
Bow! Championship Series. 

Perfection is the ambition this season 
in Louisville. Ies the hope for senior quar- 
terback Dave Ragone’s long-shot Heisman 
Trophy chances and for the program to 
continue the steady climb it has made 
under Smith, But there are plenty of 
obstacles. ‘The Cardinals lost six starters 
on offense (four on the offensive line) and 
play three straight early road games before 


Predictions 


1. Loui 
2. Southern Mississippi 
3. Cincinna’ 
4. TCU 
5. Memphis 
6. East Carolina 
7. UAB 
8. Houston 
9. Army 

10. Tulane 


a huge matchup at home against Florida 
State on September 26. 

And the C-USA teams, who have 
beaten Louisville just twice in the past ewo 
years, dont figure to make a three-peat very 
easy. C-USA is one of just three confer- 
ences (along with the Big East and Mid- 
American) that returns every head coach 
from a year ago, and that stability likely will 
mean improvement from top to bottom, 
though it wont be particularly dramatic. 

Southern Miss, which dominated the 
league before Louisville's recent run, is 
within striking distance of the top once 
again with senior running back Derrick 
Nix healthy again after sitting out last 
season with a kidney ailment. Cincinnati 
sophomore quarterback Gino Guidugli 
broke onto the scene as the league’s star-in- 
waiting last season and would like to stop 
waiting this year. Though he's still playing 
in the shadow of Ragone, he'd like to 
follow in Ragone’ footsteps and lead his 
eam to a conference title as a sophomore. 

TCU and Memphis figure to be bet- 
ter under second-year head coaches, while 
Steve Logan at East Carolina has promised 
a more creative approach in Greenville. 


Louisville at Memphis, October 8 


Tigers have a chance to shake things up ear. 
Southern Miss at TCU, October 30 
Winner stays in Liberty Bowl contention. 


Louisville at Southern Miss, November 14 
Aivaty could be forthe C-USA championship, 


All-Conference USA Team 


OFFENSE 


QB—Dave Ragone, seni, Lousille 
RB—Mewelde Moore sophomore Tle 
88 —Dante Brown, sero, Mamphis 
WR—LaDaris Vann seni, Cindnnati 
WR—Lafarence Dunbar serio, 1 

Te Ronnie Ghent, seri Louise 
(L—Brian Rimpf junio: ast Galina 
Jamal Powell seni TCU 
‘OL—Jeremy Bridges, seioy Southem Miss 
OL Josh Shneyderov juno, Cninat 
OL —Jimond Pugh serio; Memphis 
Pk—Seth Marler, sei Tulane 


DEFENSE 
OL —Dewayne White juror, Louise 
DL—Antwan Peek srr Cincinnati 
OL—Terrell Paul senior Souther Miss 
DL—Chad Pugh junio, TCU 
(8—Rod Davis, junio Souther Miss 
\—LaMarcus McDonald serio, TCU 
{8—John Wiliamson seni East Carina 
D8—Anthony Flay serio Louie 
DB—Greg Brooks ju Southern Miss 
D8—Glenn Sumter ur, Southern Miss 
8—Heanik Miligan, sno, Houston 
Parad Preston serio, ast Carina 


Del ValySls05N 


1-A 


players 


Fastest receiver: LaTarence Dunbar, TCU 
Best hands: LaDaris Vann, WR, Cincinnati 

Best passing QB: Dave Ragone, Louisville 

Best option QB: Thomas Cox, UAB 

Most elusive RB: Mewelde Moore, Tulane 

Best instincts: Anthony Floyd, 08, Louse 

Best athlete: Dewayne White, DL Lousvile 

Best under pressure: Seth Marler, PK, Tulane 

Best pro prospect: Dave Ragone, 08, Louisville 

Top impact freshman: Earl Anderson, DI, TCU 
Hardest hitter: Rod Davis, 8, Southern Miss 
Biggest underachiever: Albert Means, DL, Memphis 


coaches 


Best recruiter: Jeff Bower, Southern Mississippi 
Best strategist: John L. Smith, Louisville 
Coach on the spot: Watson Brown, UAB 


surprised if. 
jino Guidugli of Ci 
among the nation’s leaders in passing yards. 


. . sophomore 


v's 
opinion 
“Louisville is good, but with all the offensive 
starters they lost, they’ 


vulnerable.” 
—a C-USA assistant 


recruits 


1, Southern Miss 

Impressive juco haul could put Golden Eagles 
back in the hunt. 

2, Houston 

Dana Dimel hammers home state for another 
impressive class. 

3. Louisville 

John L. Smith brings in his strongest class yet. 
4. Memphis 

‘Tommy West is mining Memphis talent well. 
5.10 

DT Earl Anderson could be C-USAS top 
freshman. 

6, East Carolina 

Steve Logan mixes juco additions with usual 
solid group. 

7. UAB 

‘Watson Brown gets his share of Alabama talent. 
8, Tulane 

‘Texas QB Billy Don Malone is star of the crop. 
9, Cincinnati 

Minter finds it tough ro match his 

Guidugli coup. 

10. Army 

‘Todd Berry signs six high school QBs. 
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Louisville 
Coach John L. Smith arrived in Louisville 
with a repucation for high-scoring teams that 
liked to throw the ball, and his early Cardinals 
teams reflected that, But this year 
Smith is counting on his defense 
to show the way. 

No team in college football 
has forced mote turnovers the past two seasons 
than Louisville. With junior defensive end 
Dewayne White, one of the best in the nation at 
his position, bringing pressure, and C-USA\sall- 
time interception leader, safety Anthony Floyd, 
ball-hawking in the secondary, Smith is stacked 
on defense. 


Dave Ragone, Louisville 


www.streetandsmiths.com 


CONFERENCE USA 


‘Ten starters return, and Smith wasn’t able to 
settle on a starting rotation on the defensive line 
this spring because his depth was so impressive. 

“A great defense is a quarterback’s best 
friend,” Cardinals QB Dave Ragone says. “And 
were probably going to need them early on.” 

‘The offense struggled in the spring as Smith 
searched to replace four starters on the offensive 
line and the team’s top two wideouts. Smith also 
is replacing two key coaches, with offensive coor- 
dinator Scott Linehan gone to the Minnesota 
Vikings and offensive line coach Art Valero having 
been hired by the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. 

‘The arrival of former John Pettas from out 


West (where he was an offensive assistant at 


Arizona State and, most recently, Washington) as 


offensive coordinator means the Cardinals will 


continue to spread it around on offense, but 
Ragone will be throwing to some green targets. 
Junior college transfer James Taylor is expected 
to contribute immediately, but wasn’t cracking 
the starting lineup coming out of spring. The 
same is true for true freshman Greg Tinch, 

And Louisville still is searching for a running 
back. Junior 
ball with the job, largely because his competition— 


Patterson emerged from spring 


freshman Lionel Gates and senior Henry Miller— 
was hurt, 

Louisville faces a difficult early schedule, 
which includes a trip to Colorado State before a 
September showdown against Florida State at 
home. Having already logged two trips to the 
Liberty Bowl, a major question could be how the 
Cardinals respond to an eatly loss, should they 
experience one. 

Still, hey aren't planning on that, 


“Werte going to be all right,” Smith says. 
“We know we have the talent; we just have some 
guys in some positions on offense who haven't 
played enough. But I always look at it like this: 
IFyou've got a guy back there at quarterback who 
can throw it around a little bit, you always have 
achance, And we've got a guy back there who is 
one of the best in the country.” 


Ragone has thrown for 50 touchdowns and 
just 18 interceptions in two seasons, and is 20-5 


as a starter, He does return one of his favorite 


targets in senior tight end Ronnie Ghent. 

“We believe in this system and we know 
we're going to move the ball,” Ragone says, “But 
it wont hure if our defense is doing ies thing 
carly to give us time to grow. 


Southern Miss 

Golden Eagles coach Jeff Bower believes he 
has the makings of one of C-USA% best offenses. 
He just needs to settle on a quarterback, It was a 

three-way bartle with no clear win- 

ner in the spring, Redshirt sopho- 

more Micky D’Angelo has a slight 

edge, with Zac White, another 
redshirt sophomore, and redshirt freshman 
Dustin Almond within striking distance. 

“We had good competition in the spring 
and we'll just keep that going right into the fall,” 
Bower says. “It would be hard to give anybody 
the nod right now. Dustin isa little more mobile, 
but the other guys have thrown the ball well.” 

Whoever gets the starting call will take over 
an offense with nine starters returning, the most 
significant being feature back Derrick Nix, who 
appeared to be 100 percent in spring practice. 
Nix has rushed for 1,000 yards in each of his past 
two seasons, but had to sit out last season with a 
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DeMarco McCleskey, Cincinnati 


kidney problem. If he returns to his old form, it 


could take significant pressure off an inexperi- 
enced quarterback. 


‘Three starters return on the offensive line, and 


four receivers with starting experience are back. 
“L feel pretty good about our offense,” Bower 


says. “We just need to develop some leadership.” 


Bower has always fielded a strong defense, 


and he returns eight starters from a unit that 


ranked eighth nationally in scoring defense last 
season. Junior rush end Terrell Paul is one of the 
best in C-USA up front, while Rod Davis 


anchors the linebacking corps and Greg Brooks 


returns as one of the top cornerbacks in the con- 
ference. Etrick Pruitt is one of the league's best 
hitcers at free safery. 

While Bower is known for taking his team 
into some difficult environs in non-conference 


play, the C-USA schedule shapes up 


a major 


factor in Southern Miss’ favor this season. The 


USA 


Eagles get Louisville, Cincinnati, Memphis and 


East Carolina in Hattiesburg. 


Cincinnati 
How’ this for knocking on the door? 
nati has finished second in C-USA each 


of the p 


4 


happen this 


ast two seasons, Can talented sophomore 
quarterback Gino Guidugli put the 


Bearcats on top? 
From what he showed as a 


freshman, he can. Whether that will 


year, though, is up in the air, Coach 
Rick Minter has 16 starters back on what he feels 


may be the most talented team he has coached at 


Cincinnati, but ie will face a challenging schedul 


In addition to a much-anticipated carly- 
season matchup with Ohio State in Paul Brown 
Stadium on September 21, the Bearcats must 
travel to Southern Miss, Ease Carolina and 


Louisville. They also have a late-season trip to 


Hawaii on November 23, with games the wee 


before and after. 


Still, there is excitement over the ability of 


Guidugli, a hometown star who elected to stay in 
the Queen City after originally committing co 
Kentucky. He won league Freshman-of-the-Year 


honors after passing for 2,573 yards and 16 


touchdowns. 


nior 


He'll have his favorite target back in s 
receiver LaDaris Vann, and senior DeMarco 
McCl 
ing running back spot. 


key appears ready to step into the start 


‘The biggest question is on the offensive 
line, While three starters are back, depth is a con- 


cern, with just four players returning who have 
logged significant playing time. 
Eight starters return on defense, but the 


after 


Bearcats will need those players to improv 


giving up 176 rushing yards per game in 2001. 
Senior defensive end Antwan Peek is a three-year 
starter and one of the top defensive linemen in 
the league, while safeties Ivan Fields and Doug 
Monaghan lead a solid secondary. 

Cincinnati also has an All-America back at 
kicker. Senior Jonathan Ruffin won the Lou Groza 
Award for the nation’s best kicker two seasons ago. 


TU 


Gary Patterson is tired of firsts. Last season 
wasn't just his firstas the Horned Frogs’ head coach, 
bur it was the school’ first in Conference USA. 
Despite those obvious adjustmene 
issues, TCU ma 
run that included a 37-22 pound- 


naged a late-sea 


on 


ing of league-champion Louisville 
to carn a berth in the galleryfurniture.com Bowl. 

This year, Patterson says his staff and players 
should benefit from having a year under their 
belts, but they will have to break in one major 
newcomer, Quarterback Casey Printers, saying 
he wasn’t getting to throw the ball as much as he 
wanted, transferred out before his senior year to 
Division AA Florida A&M. 

Senior Sean Stilley expects to step into his 
spot coming off an impressive spring game. In 
limited action last season, he completed 63.2 
percent of his passes. 

He has a seasoned cast around him, includ- 
ing four returning starters on the offensive line. 
5 
ented as any one-two receiving punch in C-USA. 


arence Dunbar and Adrian Madise are as tal- 


Iba 


And there is plenty of competition at « 
with Texas transfer Kenny Hayter, Ricky Madison 


and Corey Connally fighting for playing time. 
Defensively, Patterson will build around a 
Chad Pugh at 
nose tackle and LaMarcus McDonald at line- 
backer—and 2001 Freshman All-Amer 


Marvin Godbolt. Patterson 


pair of all-conference standouts 


a safety 


ays Dunbar may take 
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JOHN WILLIAMSON 


a crack at playing both ways, adding some snaps 
at safery to his work at wideout. 

Patterson is concerned with the open line- 
backer spot that belonged to standout Chad Bayer 
last season. 

But overall, Patterson has lost just 13 letter- 
men and fully expects to pick up with the 


momentum gained at the end of last season, 
when the Horned Frogs routed Louisville by 
holding the Cardinals to minus-47 yards rushing, 
‘They finished 10ch nationally against the run, 
“Based on last season's performance, and 
with the players we have returning, we thought 
we had a chance to be ranked as a preseason Top 
25 program,” Patterson says. “So now the ques- 
tion is how people will perceive us without a guy 


like Casey coming back, even though we ha 


senior quarterback in Sean Stilley returning, We 


Marvin Godbolt, TCU 


www.streetandsmiths.com 


co 


cant dwell on the loss of Casey. It’s really no dif- 


ferent than replacing a senior.” 


Memphis 
As defensive coordinator, Tommy West 
built the Memphis defense into one of the best 


units in the country. But it is the Tigers’ offense 


5 that has made the biggest strides 
ee 
KH since he took over as head coach. 


All of a sudden the Tige 


have a skill erio on offense thar can 
march up with any in the league, Sophomore 
r 


team leader after pla 


quarterbac y Wimprine has emerged as a 


ing in nine games as a 
freshman and throwing for 1,329 yards and 14 


touchdowns. He gained confidence as the year 


progressed and took another significant leap in 
spring practice. 
‘The man he replaced, Travis Anglin, is setting 


into his new role as a wide receiver, showing in 


NFERENCE USA 


spring practice that he has become more pol- 
ished at the position and more sure-handed and 
precise in running routes. He joins an impressive 
group thar includes junior Antoine Harden and 
sophomore Darron White. 

And running back Dante Brown appears 
poised for a 1,000-yard rushing campaign after 
running for 902 yards and 4.9 yards per carry as 
a junior. 

Could this be the year Memphis puts ie all 
together? A strong enough nucleus returns on 
m, the 


defense that, ifthe offense begins to blo: 
Tigers could cause real problems. 
Alabama transfer Albert Means and defen- 
sive end Tony Brown anchor the defensive line, 
while linebacker Greg Harper and strong safety 


Derrick Ballard give the Tigers leadership 


throughout the unie. 

“We feel like we've building in the right 
J” West s 
of excellence on the defensive side and establish 


“We've tried to maintain a level 


that on offense.” 
A Tue 
‘on national television in the Liberty Bowl on 


y night matchup with Louisville 


October 8 could be a coming-out party for the 
Tigers, provided they can weather 
Ole Miss and Southern Miss, 


ly trips to 


East Carolina 


It’s fair to say that no team in C-USA lost 


more leader 2U with the 


hip and quality than E 
aduation of quarterback David Garrard, run- 


ning back Leonard Henry and 
Pernell Griffin. But 


coach Steve Logan is known for 


linebacker 


king creative approaches, and 
he’s been hard at work on another one. 

‘There's plenty of excitement around sopho- 
more QB Pau! Troth, a former prep standout from 
Davidson, North Carolina, who had an impres- 


sive spring, And Logan was impressed enough 


with sophomore backup Desmond Robinson that 
he'll lik 


y play one series each half, much as 


Richard Alston did behind Garrard. 
Alston, meanwhile, has found a home at 


wide receiver, where he'll need to take a more 
active role with an inexperienced group. 

‘The strength of the offense is on the line, 
where four out of five starters return, though not 
necessarily in starting spots. Competition there 
was heated in the spring, with senior tackle Brian 
Rimpf and junior center Doug White leading 
the way. 


‘The vacuum created by Henry's graduation 
at running back will be filled by a pair of talented 
but untested runners in Art Brown and Marvin 
‘Townes. Despite his losses on offense, Logan is 
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Brandon Middleton, Houston 


reasonably confident in his team’s ability to 
move the ball. 

Ie on defense where the real questions begin. 
‘The Pirates return much of their secondary, but 
it was a secondary that struggled last season. 
Never was that more evident than in their 64-61 
loss to Marshall in the GMAC Bowl, the highest- 
scoring bowl game in history. 

Logan has done some tweaking on defense, 
bur hasn't abandoned his 3-4 base. He'll have to 
replace the entire defensive line and has shifted 
some personnel in the defensive backfield, but he 
has three solid returning starters at linebacker 
in Christshawn Gilliam, John Williamson and 
Jerome Steward and hopes to get some leader- 
ship from Kelly Hardy at free safery. 

Injuries were a bit of a problem in the 
spring. Damarcus Fox, who expects to see play- 
ing time at halfback, suffered a knee injury that 
required surgery, as did comerback ‘Travis Cox, 
one of a handful of redshirt freshmen Logan 
hopes can provide immediate help this fll. 

The schedule isn’t the bear it has been in 
years past for ECU, bue the Pirates still must 
travel to Louisville and Southern Miss. 


“We have some talented young people who 
are going to get their chance,” Logan says. “I think 


its an exciting time.” 


UAB 


‘These are trying times for Blazers coach 
Watson Brown. 

Just before last season, the team was hit with 
allegations of sexual misconduct 
against a number of players. This 

BS year, while they were in the midst 

? of spring football, debate began on 
the future of the UAB athletic program, which is 
in the midst of a budget crisis. 


HLAZERS 


None of that makes recruiting any easier, 
and it doesnt help that after expecting to be in 
the hunt for a league title a year ago, the Blazers 
finished 6-5 and out of the bowl picture. 

But that doesn't mean there arent some 
bright spots returning. Quarterback Thomas Cox 
is 6-1 as a starter and takes the reigns of an 
offense that began to click late last season before 
a season-ending 24-6 loss at Pitesburgh. He is one 
of cight returning starters on offense, including 
standout senior wideout Willie Quinnie and four 
starters on the offensive line. The biggest offen- 
sive question is who will replace star running 


back Jegil Dugger? The answer likely is sopho- 
more Theron Dudley, who won the starting job 
in the spring. 

On defense, Brown must replace almost 
everybody from a unit that led the nation in 
rushing defense last year, including bookend 
linemen Bryan Thomas and Eddie Freeman, 
who were selected 22nd and 43rd overall, respec- 
tively, in Aprils NFL Draft. Bue he thinks this 
year's group may be even better than last year’s in 
the secondary, where cornerback Dio Hill is one 
of only two returning starters. Brown says he had 
his team do more hitting this spring than he ever 
has before in an effort to identify his best tacklers, 
He knows one of them will be returning free 
safety Chris Brown, but sophomore cornerback 
Kenneth Harris finished the spring with a huge 
performance. 

The schedule will be trying, The Blazers will 
open at Florida, but do get their first two C-USA 
games at home against Memphis and Houston, 
Their toughest tests—at Louisville and 
Cincinnati—wont come until the final two weeks 
of the season. 


Houston 

One of these days Cougar coach Dana 
Dimel’ recruiting successes figure to start paying 
off. He's hoping it could be this year, with 22 

redshirt freshmen battling to get 

into the game after enduring last 

season's 0-11 record from the 
~ sidelines, 

Bur a large part of the challenge facing 
Dimel is to wipe the memory of last season's 
frustration from the minds of his young players. 

“Tes important for us to use 2001 as a learn- 
ing experience and that’s it,” he says. “We need 
to wipe it off the slate, We learned from our mis- 
takes. Now we need to move on.” 

Junior Nick Eddy, who started four games 
at quarterback last season, enters the fall with the 
edge for the starting spot again, but he has com- 
petition from redshirt freshmen Blade Bassler 
and Barrick Nealy. 

Dimel has wo quality returnees on the offen- 
sive line in center Al James and left guard Rex 
Hadnot. And the receiving corps, despite the loss 
of all-time leading pass catcher Orlando Iglesias, 
should be talented and deep with junior KeyKowa 
Bell and sophomore Mark Hopkins. Senior 
Brandon Middleton ranked second nationally 
with an average of 24.3 yards per catch last season. 

Sophomore running back Joffrey Reynolds 
proved effective running and receiving last season, 
rushing for 534 yards and catching 24 passes to 
establish career highs in both categories. 
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There’ plenty of promise on offense, but if 
Houston is to end its 15-game losing streak, the 
Cougars are going to have to stop someone. 
Senior Hanik Milligan was sometimes a lone 
shining light on defense last season. The safety 
led Houston with 174 total tackles (102 solos). 
Dimel is hoping a shored-up defensive line keeps 
Milligan from being quite so busy this season. 

Dimel also has plenty of experience back at 
linebacker and in the secondary, but it’s a big 
question whether they grew up enough last sea- 
son to make a dene in the 39.3 points and 435 
yards of offense they allowed per game, Damien 
‘West, a transfer from Texas A&M, is expected to 
bring immediate help at linebacker. 


Army 
Third-year coach ' 


his first recruiting class into the mainstream of 


‘odd Berry is eager to get 


his program this season, but a corps of sopho- 
mores is going to have to step 
into some large holes. The Black 
Knights went 3-8 last season after 


going 1-10 in Berry's first ye: 
Three 


at quarterback, led by Reggie Nevels, a talented 


Sophomores are competing for time 


scrambler who has shown big-play ability, The 
Knights return their top three running backs— 
juniors C.J. Young and Josh Holden and sopho- 
more Ardell Daniels—and all three have regis- 
tered 100-yard games, 

Berry will have to replace star wideour 
Omari Thompson, who graduated, and junior 
Anthony Millet, who died of a heart attack on 
February 1, Three starters are back on the offen- 
sive line, 

“Weh 
the ability to fit in our system than we've had in 


ve more players in our program with 


the past,” Berry says. “Our first recruiting class 
has had a chance to mature and grow within the 
schemes a bit. Hopefully, we will see their talent 
begin ro flourish.” 


On defense, Berry must replace linebacker 
Brian Zickefoose, the team’s leading tackler the 
past two seasons, but he does have senior and 


three-year starter Jason Frazier back to add expe- 


ence and leadership. Junior Ryan Kent has 


shifted to an outside linebacker spot. 

A group of sophomores will battle for time 
in the secondary, while Berry says his team’s 
depth is improving on the defensive line. 

“Last spring, as a team we had some depth 
issues,” Berry says. “We have a much more tal- 
ented team and we are much deeper than we 
have been, With that added depth, we are better 
suited to duplicate game speed in practice. I think 
we're right on track to where we expected to be, 
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and the third year is always an important one in 
turning a program around.” 


Tulane 
Fourth-year coach Chris Scelfo has two 
problems: The offensive players he must replace, 
and the defensive players he has back. 
Quarterback Patrick Ramsey 
has graduated to the NFL’ Ws 
ington Redskins, and the Green 
js Wave will 
on the offensive line. 


e four new starters 


‘The biggest returning bright spot is running 
back Mewelde Moore, He became the first NCAA 
back to run for more than 1,250 yards and catch 


more than 60 passes in a season last year. He led 
the team in rushing and receiving and averaged 
6.6 yards every time he touched the ball. 
Tulane also appears to be solid at quarter- 
back with junior J.P Losman taking over the 
starting job after starting one game in each of the 


past two seasons, He threw for 487 yards and 


last season. 


four TDs in three gam 
Bue with only one returning starter on the 


offensive line, and the players who are stepping 


in lacking experience, Scelfo says the going was 


slow in the spring, 


Bobby Hoover, Tulane 
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“Ie a spot where it takes some time for guys 
to jell,” Scelfo says. 

‘The defense didn jell ar all last season. Ie 
gave up 41.2 points per game and was rattled by 
inexperience and injury 


Every starter is back, but 
how much the unit can improve is a major ques- 
tion, They have a new leader in first-year defensive 
coordinator Eric Schumann, He spent the spring 
shifting personnel, particularly at linebacker 

With Losman and Moore, along with some 
talented receivers led by Roydell Williams, Nick 
Narcisse and tight end Bobby Hoover, the offense 
likely will continue to move the ball effectively. 

Bur the Green Wave's fortunes largely 
will rest this season on how much their young 
defensive group can improve. Scelfo returns 12 
players who started at least six games on defense 
last season. 

Senior safety Adrian Mitchell, who ranked 
20th nationally in tackles with 138 last season, is 
the top returnee, Senior Kenan Blackmon is 
back to anchor the line from his defensive end 
led the team in sacks for two 


spot, where he h 


of the past three seasons, 

Scelfo and Schumann still have plenty of 
defensive work to do in the fall—especially 
in solidifying the linebacking corps—to avoid 
the pinball-type numbers the Wave gave up 
rT] 


last season. 
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In ‘Year of the Receiver,’ give 
Quack Attack a slight edge. 


BY DWIGHT CHAPIN 
SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE 


ver the years, the Pac-10. has 
been a I 


gue of quarterbacks 


and running backs, including 


Heisi 
and O,J. Simpson, Thi 


an Trophy winners Jim Plunkett 


season, make 


room for wide receivers. 
‘There seem to be good ones every- 


ence first- 


where, starting with all-con 
team picks Keenan Howry of Oregon and 
Shaun McDonald of Arizona 
of whom tied a Pac-10 r 


State, both 


‘ord last season 


es ina 


by catching four touchdown p 
single game—the first time that had hap- 
pened in cight years, Then there are a pair 


of sprint stars, Kareem Kelly of Southern 
Cal and Reggie Williams of Washington, 
a quick bloomer who set league records 
for most passes caught by a freshman (55) 
and most receiving yards (973). Add in 


the likes of Stanford's big ‘Teyo Johnson, 


who was Co-Freshman of the Year with 


1. Oregon 

2. Washington 

3. Washington State 
4. Southern Cal 

5. UCLA 

6. Stanford 

7. Oregon State 

8. Arizona 

9. Arizona State 
10. California 


nmate Luke Powell, 
's Mike Bush, Oregon 
State’ James Newson and Arizona’s Bobby 


Williams, and 


Washington Sta 


Wade, and it’ apparent the Pac-10's defen 
sive coordinators will have their hands full. 

Ie may be a season of scoring 
throughout the conference, as a pair of 
offensive minds, Buddy Teevens and Jeff 
‘Tedford, move in as head coaches at 


Stanford and Cal, respectively, There's no 


clea 


r-cut favorite, although the upper 


hand could well remain in the P: 


c 
Northwest, where Oregon, Washington 
and Washington Stare look like strong 


championship contenders, in just about 


southern California 


y order, with the 


schools the wild cards, 
Oregon, under Mike Bellotti, appears 


to be at the stage where it can reload 


rather than rebuild any 


ason_ now, 


although quarterback Joey Harrington 


could prove tough to replace, Washington 


XP 


enced returning quarterbacks, with the 


and Washington State both hi 


Cougars’ Jason Gesser probably the league's 
all-around best. 


Both a schools, both Arizona 


schools and Oregon State have work to do. 


All-Pac-10 Team 


DIVISION 


1-A 


Fastest receiver: Kareem Kelly, USC 
Best hands: Reggie Williams, WR, Washington 

Best passing QB: Jason Gesser, Washington State 

Best option QB: Jason Gesser, Washington State 

Most elusive RB: Onterrio Smith, Oregon 

Best instincts: Troy Polamalu, 5, USC 

Best athlete: Terrell Suggs, Dl, Arizona State 

Best under pressure: Jason Gesser, 08, Washington State 
Top NFL. prospect: Kwame Harti, OL, Stanford 

Top impact freshman: Manuel Wright, 1, USC 
Hardest hitter Lance Briggs, LB, Arizona 

Biggest underachiever: Cory Paus,08, UCLA 


Best strategist: Mike Bellotti, Oregon 
Best recruiter: Rick Neuheisel, Washington 
Coach on the spot: Bob Toledo, UCLA 


“We never had a problem in the conference unti 
he started alking about negative recruiting. He's 
doing a lot of negative recruiting, He’ taking a 
lot of potshots at anybody. 
—UCLA couch Bob Toledo, letting bi 
lings be known during a public war 
twords sevenal Pac-10 couches had in th 
spring with Washington’ Rick Neubeise 


fi 


1, Southern Cal 

Major boost on both sides of the ball, especially 

in defensive lineman Manuel Wright, 

2, UCLA 

Tight end Marcedes Lewis is a gem. 

3. Washington 

Good overall class, with offensive lineman 
lathan Rhodes the pr 

4. Arizona State 

Help arrives on defensive line and in the secondary 

5. Stanford 

Quick, stro 

Buddy Te 

6. Arizona 

Big things expected from wide receiver 

Michael Jefferson. 

7. Oregon 

Slow start, finished fast with defensive tackle 

Haloti Ngata. 

8, Washington State 

Class led by a trio of JC running backs. 

9. Oregon State 

Wide receiver James Finley could be a sleeper. 

10. California 

Late start didn’t help, 


beginning for new coach 
ns, 
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Keenan Howry, Oregon 


There's one big question hanging over the 
Ducks: Is new quarterback Jason Fife ready to give 
a rough approximation of Heisman Trophy finalise 

Joey Harrington? If he is, coach 


CO __ Mike Bellotti’ team should be in 
OREGON an excellent position to approach 
its spectacular 2001 season (11-1 

overall, 7-1 and first in the Pac-10) in which the 
Ducks closed with a 38-12 win over Colorado in 
the Fiesta Bowl anda No. 2 final national ranking. 
If Fife, a 6-foor-4 junior, or backups Scott 
Vossmeyer and Kellen Clemens fall short of what 
Bellotti is looking for, the load will fall increas- 
ingly on talented tailback Ontertio Smith, who 
rushed for more than 1,000 yards despite playing 
in tandem with the departed Maurice Mortis, 


a 


who was also a thousand-yard rusher, and wide 
receiver Keenan Howry (52 receptions, nine TDs), 
who is also an excellent punt returner. 

Offensively, in addition to Harringron, the 
Ducks will have to replace the left side of the 
line, but three starters are back—tackle Corey 
Chambers, guard Joey Forster and center Dan 
Weaver—and 345-pound freshman tackle 
Albert Toeaina could help. Jason Willis again will 
be opposite Howry at wide receiver. 

The kicking game is good shape with the 
return of punter Jose Arroyo (38.7-yard average) 
and placekicker Jared Siegel, who had 72 points 
to share team scoring honors with Howry. 

The major concern on defense is at corner- 
back, where multi-year starters Rashad Bauman 
and Steve Smith are gone. Backup Steve Moore 
and special-teams player Courtney Miller will 
get the first looks ro replace them, with redshirt 


PA C- 1.0 


freshman Justin Phinisee and Charles Favroth 
and Eddie Smith also in the mix. The defensive 
line returns starters Seth McEwen, Quinn 
Dorsey and Darell Wright. Experienced ta 
Igor Olshansky and Robby Valenzuela should be 
helped greatly by the addition of two big tackles, 
335-pound JC transfer Junior Siavii and 310- 
pound freshman Haloti Ngata. 

Kevin Mitchell, who led the team with 104 
tackles, including 23 for losses and six quarterback 


sacks, and David Moretti lead the linebacking 
corps. Junior Keith Lewis isa standout free safecy 
and senior Rasuli Webster a capable strong safety. 


Excellent offense and questionable defense 
seems to be the story for the Huskies following 


Pac-10 with Washington State 


an 8-4 season and a tie for second in the 
and Stanford at 6-2. But even 
with some defensive uncertainties, 


* coach Rick Neuheisel’s team defi- 


nitely looks like one of the league favorites, and 


Cody Pickett, Washington 
= 
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Jason Gesser, Washington State 


should get better throughout the season as play- 
ers like quarterback Cody Pickett and wide 
receiver Reggie Williams continue to improve. 
True sophomore Williams already is a dev- 
astating combination of size (6-4) and speed. He 
figures to be the main target for Pickett, who 
threw for 2,403 yards and 10 TDs last season, 
but also back is Paul Arnold (43 catches for 649 
yards). The tailback position isn't as deep as last 
year, but Rich Alexis, Braxton Cleman and Chris 
Singleton all have potential, and California 
freshman Kenny James might help right away. 


Zack Tuiasosopo, who's been shifted from line- 
backer, may be the fullback, 

‘The offensive line is deep and experienced, 
with four starters returning—tackles Khalif 
Barnes and Todd Bachert and guards Nick 
Newton and Elliott Zajac. There's also one of the 
nation’s top-rated offensive line prospects, fresh- 
man Nathan Rhodes. Dan Dicks may replace 
Kyle Benn at center, with Kevin Ware or Joe 
Toledo taking over for tight end Jerramy Stevens, 
who left early for the NFL. 

‘There were key losses everywhere from a 
defense that gave up 65 points to Miami and 
folded late against Texas in the Holiday Bowl. 


‘The departures include team leader Larry Tripplett 
and Marcus Roberson up front and Omare Lowe 
in the secondary. But Neuheisel does have five 
starters back in tackle Jerome Stevens, linebackers 
Kai Ellis and Ben Mahdavi, cornerback Chris 
Massey and strong safety Greg Carothers. 

The secondary is the major concern, with 
Carothers and Roc Alexander coming off shoul- 
der injuries. Derrick Johnson, Jimmy Newell, 
Evan Benjamin and Eric Shyne could provide 
help. Up front, Manase Hopoi, Terry Johnson, 
Josh Miller and Jerome Stevens will contend. 
Tim Galloway, Jafar Williams, Marquis Cooper, 
Joseph Lobendahn and Tyler Krambrink will 
fight for the linebacker spots. 

‘There's no change in the kicking game, with 
punter Derek McLaughlin and placekicker John 
Anderson returning, 


Coach Mike Price's Cougars surprised 
people—again—by finishing 10-2, beating Purdue 
in the Sun Bowl and winding up No. 13 in the 
rankings, And if they can patch up 
some holes in a defense that was 


only 53rd in the country and find 
the right running back, they 
should contend for a Pac-10 championship and 
maybe national honors. 


‘The biggest hole in the defense was left by 
All-America free safety Lamont Thompson, the 
school’ all-time interception leader. But two 
other key players, linebacker Raonall Smith and 
strong safety Billy Newman, have also departed. 

Price can still call on five returning 
starters—tackles Rien Long and Tai Tupai, end 
Fred Shavies and corners Marcus Trufant and 
Jason David. Trufant, who missed five games 
because of a broken thumb, and Long ate strong 
honors candidates. Backup D.D. Acholonu, who 
led the conference with 14 sacks, is likely to take 
over at an end spot, with frequent starter Al 
Genatone, Ira Davis, Pat Bennett and JC trans- 
fer Kevin Sperry competing at linebacker. Erik 
Coleman, Virgil Williams and freshman Aaron 
Joseph are the top hopefuls at the safety spots. 

‘The offense will revolve around senior 
quarterback Jason Gesser, likely the league's best 
coming off a season in which he led the confer- 
ence with 3,010 passing yards and 26 TDs. He'll 
be minus his favorite receiver, Nakoa McElrath, 
who set a school record with 72 receptions for 
1,163 yards. But he still has 6-6 senior Mike 
Bush (46 catches for 969 yards), Jerome Riley 
(36 for 630) and Collin Henderson. 

Three top JC running backs—Jermaine 
Green, Lionel Amnold and Jonathan Smith—and 
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ROBERT LEITER 


Kareem Kelly, Southern Cal 


backup John Tippins will bid to replace valuable 
Dave Minnich, who rushed for 815 yards last 
season. And all but one starter is back on a good 
offensive line that is headed by guard Derrick 
Roche, an All-America candidate, and tackle 
Josh Parrish, and also includes Tyler Hunt and 
Calvin Armstrong. 

All-Pac-10 first-team kicker Drew Dunning, 
who connected on 18 of 22 field goal attempts, 
returns, but Price is looking for a new punter 
to replace Alan Cox. Redshirt Kyle Basler is the 
top candidate. 


Pete Carroll made some progress in his first 
season as Trojans’ coach. His squad started 1-4 
but won five of its last six games, including a 

27-0 victory over UCLA, to finish 

fifth in the conference at 5-3. That 

momentum could be crucial, par- 

ticularly with an_ inconsistent 
offense that returns eight starters. 

The key may be how much help the run- 
ning backs and a veteran line can give senior 
quarterback Carson Palmer, who threw for 
2,717 yards and 13 TDs but was often under 
duress, and had a dozen interceptions. 


PeAnG ln) 


Two-year starter Sultan McCullough, a 
thousand-yard rusher in 2000 who was sidelined 
after just six games last season because of an 
abdominal strain, returns at tailback, along with 
Malacfou MacKenzie, who missed all of the 
2001 campaign after a knee injury. Their full- 
time presence will allow Sunny Byrd to shift back 
to fullback. 

Palmer's favorite targets—wide receivers 
Kareem Kelly, who had 49 catches, and Keary 
Colbert—return, as does nearly the entire start- 
ing offensive line, including tackles Jacob Rogers 
and Eric Torres, guard Zach Wilson and center 
Lenny Vandermade. Norm Katnik will likely be 
at the other guard spot, while junior Alex 
Holmes will be the new tight end. 

Only five starters return to the defense, 
which was the Trojans’ strength last season, but 
one of them is All-America senior safety Troy 
Polamalu, a leading candidate for the Thorpe 
Award after making 118 tackles (13 for losses) 
and bringing back two of his three interceptions 
for TDs. “He's one of the best players I've ever 
coached,” Carroll says. 

‘Also returning are linemen Shaun Cody 
and Kenechi Udeze and linebackers Mike 
Pollard and Matt Grootegoed. Others with a 
good chance to step in are tackle Bernard Riley, 
linebackers Aaron Graham and Chris Prosser and 
safety DeShaun Hill. Freshman lineman Manuel 
Wright may figure in. The primary concern 
is finding cornerbacks to replace Antuan 
Simmons, Kris Richard and Chris Cash. Carroll 
will focus first on Darrell Rideaux, Kevin Arbet 
and converted wide receiver Marcell Almond. 

Productive placekicker David Davis is back, 
but a replacement is needed for punter Mike 
MacGillivray. 


‘The Bruins sailed along through the first 
month and a half of the 2001 season, winning 
their first six games and rising as high as fourch 
in the AP poll and third in the 
BCS ratings. Then, however, they 
dropped four in a row and fin- 
ished the season 7-4 and 4-4 and 
in sixth place in the Pac-10. 

Now, who knows? Coach Bob Toledo lose 
half his starting team, including 1,100-yard 
rusher DeShaun Foster, wide receiver Brian 
Poli-Dixon, defensive lineman Kenyon Coleman, 
first-team All-America linebacker Robert 
Thomas and safety Marques Anderson, But 
Toledo has plenty of young talent available, 
bolstered by perhaps the best recruiting class in 
the conference. 
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Corey Paus, UCLA 


‘The offensive nucleus will center around 
three-year starting quarterback Cory Paus, who 


was hampered by a thumb injury and had a very 


inconsistent season (1,740 yards passing, eight 


TDs, eight interceptions), He'll throw to wide 
receivers Tab Perry, who led the team with 416 
receiving yards, and Craig Bragg (29 receptions). 
‘Tackles Bryce Bohlander and Mike Saffer, an All- 
America candidate, and guards Eyoseph Efseaff, 
Steve Vieira and Shane Lehmann and tight end 
Mike Seidman give the offensive line experience. 


Akil Harris and redshirt sophomore Manuel 
White are the top hopefuls to replace Foster. 
‘The kicking game should be excellent, with 
All-America candidate Nate Fikse (43-yard average) 
as the punter and Chris Griffith as the placekicker. 


If Paus falters in directing the attack, Toledo 


can turn to redshirt freshman John Sciarra Jr, 
son of former Bruin QB John Sciarra, who led 


UCLA toa I 
Matt Moore and Drew Olson. 


976 Rose Bowl win, or freshmen 
Five defensive starters return, headed by 
two-time all-conference first-team cornerback 


Ricky Manning. End Dave Ball and tackle 


Rodney Leisle also are back, along with outside 
linebacker Brandon Chillar and first-team 


Freshman All-America Mate Ware, who will play 


cither corner or safety, But there looks to be 
room for some newcomers in this unit, Juco 
transfer tackle Ryan Boschetti comes in highly 
regarded, as do freshman end Kevin Harbour, 


linebackers Xavier Burgess and Justin London 


and cornerba¢ 


ks Eric McNeal and Jarrad Page. 


The schedule is no bargain. The Bruins 
play seven opponents that were in bowl games 
last season. 


The Cardinal shouldn't have any trouble 


scoring points this season, The question is 
whether they'll be able to keep the opposition 
from scoring them. New coach 
Buddy ‘Teevens inherited a lot of 
offensive firepower ftom the 
rone Willingham, 


whose 2001 squad finished 9-3 and 6-2 and tied 


departed Tj 


for second in the Pac-10 and was ranked No. 16 
in the final AP poll. But nine starters are gone 


from the defens free 


, including All-Ameri 
‘ank Williams 
backer Coy Wire, 


fety I nd all-conference line- 


lorida assistant Teevens will install a 
wide-open, “Fun-and-Gun” attack, with promis- 
ing junior quarterback Chris Lewis likely in 
cha 


ge, taking over from the departed Randy 
Fasani. Senior Kerry Carter, who shared time 
with Brian Allen last season, will be the No. 1 


running back and three-year starter Casey Moore 
the fullback. 

The entire receiving corps returns, led by 
Luke Powell (40 catches for 790 yards), confer- 
ence Co-Freshman of the Year Teyo Johnson (38 
for 565) and Ryan Wells, with veteran Brett 


Pierce at tight end, All-America Eric Heitmann 


and Zack Quaccia are gone from the offensive 
line, but a trio of starters—tackles Kwame 
NEL star, and Kirk Chambers 
hindler—return, along with 


Hartis, a potenti 


and guard Greg S 


serves Paul Weinacht and Tom Kolich. 
Fe 


over for three-yea 


key 


shman Michael Sgroi is expected to take 


placekicker Mike Biselli, with 


tic Johnson back as the punter. 
An inexperienced defense will look to a trio 


of veteran linemen—Matt Leonard, Trey Freeman 


and Craig Albrecht—and senior free 


afety 
Colin Branch to « 


y the early load in the 


ondary, But Teevens will have to replace the 
entire linebacking unit and all four starters in 
the secondary, The primary contenders at line- 
backer are Brian Gaffney, Jake Covault, Jared 


Newberry and David Bergeron, with freshman 
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Kerry Carter, Stanford 


Michael Craven due for a long look. In the sec- 
ondary, where Williams, Simba Hodari, Ruben 
Carter and Ryan Fernandez are all gone, sopho- 
mores Stanley Wilson, Leigh Torrence and O.J. 
Atogwe will help Branch, a part-time starter last 
season, Freshmen Calvin Armstrong and Kevin 
Schimmelmann could also figure in. 


“The Beavers took the biggest swan dive in 
the conference last season, falling from a co-title 
and a bowl game in 2000 to also-ran status at 
5-6 overall and 3-5 and seventh 
in the Pac-10. Coach Dennis 


Erickson mow i Bead with tay- 


ing to put the winning pieces 


back together. 


Defensively, things look fairly good. 
Offensively, it’s harder to tell, because Erickson is 
looking for a new quarterback and lo: 


far run- 
ning back Ken Simonton, plus his backup, 
Patrick McCall. 

Touted sophomore Derek Anderson, who's 
6-foot-6, or 6-5 junior Shayne House, who is 
a question mark because he has had shoulder 
problems the last two seasons, should replace 
valuable quarterback Jonathan Smith. Sophomores 


Dennis Weathersby, Oregon State 
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Steven Jackson and Dwight Wright will move 
in at tailback, Erickson thinks Jackson compates 
favorably with Simonton, 

‘The receivers, led by James Newson (57 
catches for 968 yards and five TDs) and Seth 
‘Trimmer at the wideouts, Cole Clasen in the slot 
and Tim Euhus at tight end, should be good, 
Three starters are back on the offensive line— 
tackle Lee Davis and guards Mike Kuykendall 
and Kanan Sanchez. Sophomore Mate Brock 
likely will take over for Chris Gibson at center, 


with Doug Nienhuis or Cal State Northridge 
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Clarence Farmer, Arizona 


transfer Isaac Aronson at the other tackle. 
‘Transfers Brent Bridges and Brandon Lockheart 
could have an impact up front, too. 

Erickson thinks his strength on defense is at 
tackle, where starters Eric Manning and Dwan 
Edwards return, and there's depth behind them. 
Linebackers Richard Seigler (93 tackles) and 
Nick Barnett (73) both have played extensively, 
and cornerbacks Dennis Weathersby and Terrell 
Roberts probably are as good as anyone in the 
Pac-10. Weathersby, who was all-conference and 
a Sporting News All-America last season, has bro- 
ken up 44 passes in three years, tying a school 
record. Other defensive starters returning are end 
Noah Happe and free safety Mitch Meeuwsen. 
“Transfers Lawrence Turner and Brandon Catenese 
will vie at the other safety. 


Both placekicker Ryan Cesca and punter Carl 
Tobey return, but they may be challenged to hold 
their spots by Kirk Yliniemi and Ryan Cozzetto. 


There were a number of fits and starts last 
season as the Wildcats tried to master the system 
of new coach John Mackovic, and the result was 

25-6 overall mark and just 2-6 in 
the conference, good for a lacklus- 
ter eighth-place finish. 

If major improvement is in 
store, the Arizona offense will have to do some- 
thing about the 17 interceptions and 15 lost 
fumbles that skill-position players commiteed, 
frequently putting the defense in a hole. 

That defense, whose long-standing reputa- 
tion took a hit in 2001, will be minus five 
starters, but returns a trio of excellent players 
in senior linebacker Lance Briggs, a first-team 


Terrell Suggs, Arizona State 
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All-Pac-10 pick who has 206 tackles in two sea- 
sons; junior cornerback Michael Jolivette, who 
has 10 career interceptions and broke up 20 
passes last year, a school single-season record; 
and senior tackle Young Thompson. 

The biggest questions are in the line, where 
Thompson is the only returning starter. Transfers 
Andre Torrey and Carl Tuitavuki both will get 
early looks. The linebacking looks solid, with 
Ray Wells, Joe Siofele and Kirk Johnson joining 
Briggs. Mackovic is looking for more production 
out of a secondary that finished No. 99 in pass 
defense in Division I-A. One other starter, free 
safety Jarvie Worcester, will join Jolivette, but the 
other spots appear wide-open. 

Offensively, the Wildcats have a veteran 
quarterback, some proven skill at running back 
and wide receiver, a stable of tight ends and an 
experienced line. 

Quarterback Jason Johnson completed 57 
percent of his passes and threw for 2,347 yards 
and 19 TDs in 2001, bur needs to cut down on 
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his interceptions. First-team all-conference 
Clarence Farmer is one of the nation’s top run- 
ning backs coming off a season in which he 
rushed for 1,229 yards. Senior Bobby Wade (62 
catches for 882 yards) and junior Andrae 
Thurman are proven receivers. The line will 
include four returning starters—Maoka Freitas, 
Darren Safranck, Keoki Fraser and Reggie 
Sampay—with a tight end trio of James Hugo, 
Justin Levasseur and Steve Fleming. 

Returning placekicker Sean Keel finished 
strongly, but punter Ramey Peru needs to be 
more consistent after averaging just 34.7 yards 
per attempt last season. 


Dirk Koetter got off to a rough start in his 
first season as the Sun Devils’ coach (4-7 overall, 
1-7 and ninth in the Pac-10), but managed to 
attract a national Top 25 recruiting 
class, So, better things may be in 
store, particularly if Koetter can 
find the right quarterback among 


a new crop that includes transfer Andy 


Goodenough, the nation’s top-ranked junior col- 
lege QB last season, plus 2001 backup Andrew 
‘Walter and redshirt freshman Chad Christensen. 

Whoever wins the quarterback spot will 
have the support of a top fullback, 257-pound 
junior Mike Karney, and a small but productive 
wide receiver, 5-9 junior Shaun McDonald (47 
catches for 1,104 yards). Bue thousand-yard 
rusher Delvon Flowers and Tom Pace are gone, 
so junior Mike Williams (702 yards) is the only 
returning tailback with experience. Redshirts 
Hakim Hill and Cornell Canidate and freshmen 
Randy Hill and Loren Wade could be in the 
rushing mix. Overall, the offensive talent is very 
green. Four starters are gone from the line, leav- 
ing only junior Regis Crawford, who will shift 
from guard to tackle. Juco transfer Tim Falaita 
looks like an important addition at tackle. 

The defense struggled last season after coor- 
dinator Brent Guy installed a 4-2-5 set, I finished 
eighth in the Pac-10 by yielding just shore of 
400 yards a game, but eight starters return to the 
unit, and Koetter’s recruiting was heavily skewed 
toward defenders. 

The defense’s anchor will be junior end 
Terrell Suggs, an All-America candidate after tal- 
lying 18 tackles for loss and 10 sacks in 2001. 
Also returning are end Brian Montesanto, line- 
backers Mason Unck and Solomon Bates, cor- 


= 
Kyle Boller, California 


and Matt Mason up front, Ishmael Thrower at 
linebacker and Brett Hudson at safety. 

Mike Barth (26-for-39 on field goals in his 
ASU career) returns, but Koerter will have to 
find a new punter after the departure of Nick 
Murphy. The top candidates are Brian Biang and 
transfer Tim Parker. 


Nowhere to go but up. 

That's true, both figuratively and literally, 

for new coach Jeff Tedford, who will get a chance 

to see how the Pac-10's other half 

lives after serving as offensive coor- 

dinator for the high-flying Oregon 

Ducks the last four seasons. 

Tedford takes over a Tom Holmoe-coached 

Bears team that was just 1-10 last year and fin- 
ished dead last in the league at 0-8. 

“Our goal is to achieve a winning season 
this year, but that’s frequently proven easier to 
say than to do in Berkeley,” Tedford says. 

Offensively, much will depend on what 
Tedford can wrest out of senior quarterback Kyle 


Marcus Fields is gone, but Joe Igber (1,994 
career rushing yards), who is back from a clavicle 
injury, and Terrell Williams could be a potent 
tailback tandem, with freshman Marcus 
O'Keith a possible wild card. Senior LaShaun 
Ward (416 receiving yards) leads a pass-catching 
corps that will include Chase Lyman, Burl Toler 
II and Geoff McArthur, and maybe highly 
sought juco tight end Brandon Hall. 

The line will be led by guard Score Tercero 
and tackle Mark Wilson. A couple of other vet- 
rans, Ryan Jones and Nolan Blunwzer, are avail- 
able, bur Tedford will have to replace Brandon 
Ludwig and Langston Walker. 

The kicking game should be strong, with 
punter Tyler Fredrickson and placekicker Mark 
Jensen returning. 

The still-building defense, which gave up 
just short of 40 points a game and forced only 18 
turnovers last season, will be led by end Tully 
Banta-Cain, who had a team-best cight sacks 
and 17 tackles for loss, and free safety Nnamdi 
Asomugha (three interceptions, 54 tackles). 
Other potential starters include tackle Daniel 
Nwangwu, linebackers John Klotsche (team- 
high 71 tackles) and Matt Nixon and corner- 


nerbacks R.J. Oliver and Lamar Baker and Boller, who has produced an 8-25 record in three backs Atari Callen and James Bethea. Juco All- 
Freshman All-America Jason Shivers (team-lead- seasons. Boller threw for 1,751 yards, 12 TDs America Monte Parson could be a big help up 
ing 89 tackles) and Alfred Williams at safeties. and 10 interceptions in 2001, but has plenty of front, as could a group of five speedy freshman 
Others to watch are touted transfers Shane Jones room for improvement. Multitalented fullback _ defensive backs. a 
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Without Spurrier, SEC may go 
to the Vols and Dawgs. 


BY TOMMY HICKS 


Bie 


he SEC might just as well stand 


for “Seems Everything Ch 


as well as Southeastern Conference. 
Commissioner Roy Kramer, considered 
by many the most powerful man in colle- 
giate athletics, is retiring, Steve Spurrier, 
considered by many the most powerful 
coach in collegiate athletics, has left Florida 
for the challenge of the NFL. LSU enters 
the season as the defending league cham- 
pion, becoming the first SEC school nor 
named Alabama, Florida or Tennessee to 


win the SEC tith 


Ron Zook is now in chai in 


ille and Bobby Johnson has taken 


Gain 


over at Vanderbilt. Tommy Tuberville is 


Predictions 


East Division 

1. Tennessee 
Georgia 
Florida 

South Carolina 
Vanderbilt 
Kentucky 


West Divi 
1. LSU 
2. Auburn 

3. Ole Miss 

4. Alabama 

5. Arkansas 

6. Mississippi State 


still in Auburn bur his coordinators are 
brand-new: John Thompson is still an 
SEC 


changed his addres 


defensive coordinator, but he’s 


from Arkansas to 


Florida, Rex Grossman stayed at Florida, 


but Brock Berlin headed for Miami. 


Even the division races 


are featuring 


, Where Florida 


some changes. In the 
title since the 
in. 1992, the 


and Tennessee have won ev 


ue went to divisional pl 
two schools are again picked as contenders, 
but Georgia has elevated itself to contender 
status along with South Carolina. And the 
il 


travel through Gainesville, as in so many 


division crown won't necess have to 


seasons past 

Last season, Mississippi State was 
considered the team on the move in the 
West Division, and indeed it was—only 
backward, finishing a surprising last, LSU 
took over the crown it seemed no team 
wanted, although several had a shot at it 


toward the end of the season. 


One thing remains the same:’The West, 
after LSU (and pethaps including LSU), is 


a dead coss-up. Anything can happen 


Horida at Tennessee, September 21 

This has become an East Division title game. 

LSU at Auburn, October 26 

Always a close game, this one could have trong tile 
implications in the West 
Georgia at Florida, November? 

The "Worlds Biggest Cocktail Party” could bea 
‘Dowg Day Afternoon.” 


All-SEC Team 


OFFENSE 

(8—Rex Grossman junio 

RB—LaBrandon Toefield juno, SU 

88—Camell Wiliams so 
\—Kelley Washington sph 

WR—Michael Cayton sophomore LSU 

TE—Randy Mellchael, seni, Geoa 

OL—Ben Clanton serio Ole Mis 

OL Jon Stinchcomb seni, 

OL —Doug Buckles, sophomore ke Mis 

OL Michael Munoz sophomore Tenesee 

OL —Travelle Wharton junio, South Carolina 

P—Damon Duval, serio, Auburn 


Aubun 
ore Tennessee 


DEFENSE 


OL —Jarret Johnson serio, Aabama 
DL—Chad Laval junio SU 
OL—Kenny King, sero, Alabama 
1B—Bradie lames sri LSU 
(8—Dontartious Thomas Auburn 

8 Eddie Strong senior Ole Miss 
\B—Mario Haggan, serio, Misisipi tate 
08—Ken Hamlin, juni Arkansas 
08—Todd Johnson, seni Foia 
08—Damien James sri LSU 
08—Josh Morgan, sei Misisipp State 
P—Glenn Pakulak, serio, Kentucly 


DoW VOLS IO 3N) abeEa 


players 


Fastest receiver: Jason Armstead, Ole Miss 

Best hands: Michael Clayton, WR, LSU 

Best passing QB: Rex Grossman, Florida 

Best option QB: Matt Jones, Arkansas 

Most elusive RB: LaBrandon Toefield, LSU 

Best instincts: Ken Hamlin, S, Arkansas 

Best athlete: Kelley Washington, WR, Tennessee 
Best under pressure: Rex Grossman, 08, Florida 
Top NFL prospect: Jon Stinchcomb, OI, Georgia 
op impact freshman: Reshard Dudley, RB, Georgia 
Hardest hitter: Ken Hamlin, 5, Arkansas 

Biggest underachiever: Cedric Cobbs, RB, Arkansas 


coaches 


Nick Saban, LSU 
hillip Fulmer, Fennessee 
Coach on the spot: Ron Zook, Florida 


the NCAA is found inves 
SEC school this year 


ting another 


opinion 


“This may have been the dream job for 


quick 
assistant coach 


recruits 


1, Tennessee 


Continui 
Gerald Ri 
2, Georgia 

Mark Riche is adding his touch to a school that has 
always done well; RB Reshard Dudley is a good one. 
3, Auburn 

Signing QB Brandon Cox and WR Ben Obomanu 
helped make this a strong class for the Tigers 

4, LSU 

Saban continues to add talent, including QB Lester 
Ricard and RB Justin Vincent 

5, South Carolina 

Success and Lou Holtz influence have given the 
Gamecocks some much-needed strength 

6, Florida 

The uncertainty after Steve Spurrier’s departure 
may have hurt abit, bur the Gators live in a fertile 


trend of solid recruiting; look for RB 
OL Rob Smith to gain attention, 


recru 
7. Mississippi State 

Claiming RB Jerious Norwood and LB Marvin 
Byrdsong helped fill the Bulldogs’ needs. 

8, Arkansas 

The Razorbacks addressed some needs with this 
class and came away with a couple of gems in 

the process 

9. Ole Miss 

Juco transfer Ronald McClendon leads a good class 
of signees, including some needed defensive help. 
10, Alabama 

NCAA sanctions didnt help the Tide’ efforts 

11, Kentucky 

NCAA sanctions, coupled with a difficult season, 
made ic difficult to attract a strong class. 

12, Vanderbilt 


Entrance standards usually dictate this ranking 
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Tennessee 


Ie doesn’t take a lot of investigation to figure 
out why the Vols are picked to win the 
Di 


ast 


ion crown, nor why they are favored to take 
the SEC championship this sea- 
son, Theres an established quar- 
terback, talented wide receivers, 
= agood tightend, plenty of options 
at running back and a line to protect them all 


Casey Clausen, Tennessee 


r ‘ 
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And that’ just on offense, On defense, there's 
speed and quickness and talent 

Consider that Travis Stephens, Fred Weary, 
Reggie Coleman, Donte’ Stallworth, Will 
Bartholomew, John Henderson, Will Overstreet, 
Andre Lote and Dominique Stevenson have all 
departed, and the Vols are still the easy pick as 
the best in the league. 

Casey Clausen is back and has proven him- 
selfas the Vols’ quarterback, having matured and 
grown into his role as the leader of the offense. 
This is his team now. He'll have a few choic 


running back among sophomores Jabari Davis, 


SHES 


Cedric Houston and Derrick Tinsley and fresh- 
man Keldrick Williams, The target of Clausen's 
passes will be Kelley Washington, who developed 
into one of the league’s top receivers a year ago, as 
well as Troy Fleming, Tony Brown, Leonard Scott 
and Montrell Jones. At tight end, Jason Witten 
has become a popular and effective target. 

‘The line is solid and experienced, aided by 
the fact thata couple of players who were injured 
last year—Michael Munoz and Jason Respert— 
are back this season, Munoz, joins the competi- 
tion with Sean Young at lef tackle, while Respert 
and Victor McClure have designs on left guard. 


Chavis 


Smith returns at right guard with 
Anthony Herrera, Will Ofenheusle is at right 
and Scott Wells will be the center. 

While Stevenson and others collected a lot 


of attention last season, it was Eddie Moore who. 


led the Vols in tackles last season. The linebac 


is back this season. Constantin Ritzmann and 
Omari Hand will be the ends and Rashard 
Moore, Aubrayo Franklin, Demetrin Veal and 
Edward Kendrick will share time at the tackle 
a of most 


spots, The defensive front is the 


concern because of the talent and experience 


lost there, 


Keyon Whiteside, Robert Peace and Kevin 


Burnett will see playing time at linebacker, 


The 


joining Moore. Julian Battle 


ondary ha 


back, and he'll move into the 


scarting role at 
strong safety, with Jabari Greer at right comer: 
back, Rashad Baker at free safety and senior 
Willie Miles, who wa 
the other comerback spot. 

Alex Walls will handle kickoffs 
kicking, while Dustin Colquiee will be the punter. 


redshirted last 


son, at 


and place- 


Another advantage for Tennessee is its nine 


games in the state of ‘Tennessee—seven in 


si 


Knoxville and two in Nashville. ‘The Vols’ first 
road game doesnt come until October 12 when 
they travel to Georgia. Defending national 
champ Miami visits Knoxville on November 9. 


Georgia 
The reason Mark Richt was hired at 
Georgia was to take the Bulldogs back to the top 


of the SEC, a position they have not visited in 
quite a few seasons. In his first sea- 
son he did well, leading the Dawgs 
to an 8-4 record, but it was only 
good enough for a third-place tie 
in the East (5-3). That would have tied for the 
lead in the West, but Georgia's neighborhood is 
a bit more upscale, 
The Dawgs could move a step closer this 
year, perhaps even make it to the top. They 
return several starters from last season, especially 
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SuETG 


at the skill positions, and there is developing 
talent that will add depth to the roster. The 
schedule will make things tougher—starting 


against Clemson and South Carolina and end- 


ing with Florida, Ole Miss, Auburn and 


rgia Tech. 

Offense is Richt’s forte and he has the talent 
to make things happen. Sophomore quarterback 
David C 
being pushed by redshirt freshman D.J 


eene will return as the starter, but he is 


Shockley, who had some impressive days during 
the spring, and senior Cory Phillips. At running 
back, many are hoping Musa Smith's potential 
will shine through if he can remain healthy. 


Injuries have hampered his play. Two freshmen 
could figure in at the position, with highly tour- 
ed Reshard Dudley and Michael 
a look. Mike Gilliam and Tony 


a shot, too. 


oper getting 


on will have 


Receiver is where the Dawgs have lots of 
punch. Terrence Edwards, who is well on his way 
0 owning all of Georgia's career receiving marks, 
leads the way, along with sophomore Fred 
Gibson, who had a stellar 2001. Add Damien 


Gary and Reggie Brown (back following a knee 


injury) to the group and its easy to see why 


opposing secondaries will be kept quite busy. At 
tight end, Ben Watson provides experience. 
Jon Stinchcomb headlines an offensive line 


that features six seniors in the rotation, all with 


starting experience. Kevin Breedlove, Ian Knight, 
Alex Jackson, George Foster and Kareem Marshall 
add to the strength up front. 

Defense dominated spring drills, and there 
is talent available on that side of the ball. Five 
starters return, but there are others set for start- 
ing spots who possess a lot of game experience, 
Tony Gilbert, who led the team in tackles last 
year, is one returning starter at linebacker, as is 
chris Clemons will be at the other 


Boss Bailey, 
linebacker spot. 

Up front, David Pollack, Johnathan Sullivan, 
Ken Veal and Robert Geathers will likely be the 
starters, There is also good depth there, thanks to 
Nic Clemons, Gerald Anderson, Shedrick Wynn 
and Will Thompson. Newcomer Darrious Swain 
should also help. In the secondary, three starters 


were lost. Decory Bryant is back, and he will 


likely be joined by Sean Jones, Kentrell Curry 


and Bruce Thornton in starting roles. 
Placekicker Billy Bennett and punter Jonathan 


Kilgo are also back. 


Florida 


You'll need a program to keep up with all 


the changes for the Gators, and that begins with 


the coaching staff. Steve Spurrier has taken his 


appy ways to the NFL's 


ington Redskins, taking with 
him the attitude the Gators would 
try any play at any time from any- 
where on the field. 

Spurrier isn't the only one who left 
Gainesville. Several of the Gators’ top players 
from last season have also left for the NFL, 
including Lito Sheppard, Jabar Gaffney, Reche 
Caldwell, Mike Pearson, Zac Zedalis, Alex 
Brown, Andra Davis, Marquand Manuel and 
Bennie Alexander. 

Still, new coach Ron Zook, the former defen- 
sive coordinator for the New Orleans Saints, 
wasn't Floridals first choice to replace Spurrier. 
Or the second. Or the third. But he is the man 
in charge in Gainesville now. 

He at least still has quarterback Rex 
Grossman, runner-up for the Heisman Trophy 


last season, back to direct the offense. He also has 


lots of talent on the roster, which has become 
expected at Florida, Yer he also accepts the expec- 
tations that come with the job and the increasing 
competition that exists in the East Division, 
Zook hired former Marshall coordinator 
Ed Zaunbrecher to run the offense, bringing 
another pass-happy style to town for a quarter- 
back adept at running it, although ie will differ 
from Spurrier’s attack, Zook also hired John 
‘Thompson away from Arkansas to be defensive 
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coordinator, and ‘Thompson has added some 
new twists to the Gators’ approach. 

As for the players, there's no shortage of tal- 
ent, Grossman leads an offense that will also 
have Earnest Graham returning at running back 
Ran Carthon could also figure into the mix at 
the position, as could Willie Green. The Gators 
will use more one-back sets than under Spurrier, 


Rex Grossman, Florida 


Wide receiver has always been a strong posi- 
tion for the Gators and, although there were 
some big losses there, several solid players return, 
‘Taylor Jacobs leads the way, along with Carlos 
Perez, Kelvin Kight, Reggie Vickers and Matt 
Jackson, Ies also possible some newcomers could 
Tight end belongs 
to Aaron Walker, with Ben ‘Troupe also getting 


find some playing time he 


some time. The offensive line has David 
Jorgensen, Max Starks, Shannon Snell, Jonathan 


SHESG 


Colon and Mo Mitchell. Mike Degory will stare 
at center. 

Defensively, Ian Scott anchors the line at 
nose tackle, with Bobby McCray, Major Parker, 
Clint Mitchell and Darrell Lee at the ends. Tron 
LaFavor, Bryan Savelio and Chris Reynolds will 
play at tackle. At linebacker, Mike Nattiel, Mate 
Farrior, Marcus Oquendo-Johnson, Dwight 
Jackson and Byron Hardmon lead the way. 

Todd Johnson gives the secondary some 


experience. He'll be joined by Guss Scott, Daryl 
Dixon, Cory Bailey, Marquis Westbrook and 
Johnny Lamar, Jeff Chandler has taken his place- 
kicking talents to the NEL, and he will be cough 
to replace, 

‘The Gators’ schedule includes a September 7 
visit from Miami and a trip to Tennessee 
two weeks later. They play LSU, Auburn and 
Georgia in succession later in the year, and close 
out with games against South Carolina and 
Florida State, 


South Carolina 

‘The success of the past two seasons has 
almost erased the memories of the Gamecocks’ 
21-game losing streak over the 1998 and '99. 

Lou Holtz has put together some 
fie solid recruiting classes and also 
assembled some confidence in 
Columbia. As a result, South 
Carolina has become a player in the SEC, 
although it must still step up a notch to make a 
run at the East crown and a place in the SEC 
Championship Game. 

Last season, the Gamecocks were 9-3, 
including a 6-1 showing at home, and beat Ohio 
State in the Outback Bowl for the second year 
in a row. They were ranked No. 13 in both 
final polls. Unfortunately for the Gamecocks, two 
East teams (Florida and Tennessee) were ranked 
above them, as was West resident LSU. 

South Carolina takes aim at making the 
next step this season with a new quarterback, 
Corey Jenkins, a senior who spent last season 
backing up Phil Petty, will take over the offense, 
He enjoyed a good spring and offers a different, 
more mobile style than Petty. A junior college 
transfer, Jenkins will be 26 years old in August, 
having played professional baseball for four sea- 
sons before trying football again. Redshirt fresh- 
man Dondrial Pinkins will be the backup. Like 
Jenkins, he can run the option. 

Running back Derek Watson, facing legal 
problems, was kicked off the team. That leaves 
the job to Andrew Pinnock, who will play tail- 
back and fullback. Ryan Brewer, who is also used 
as a slot receiver, will also get some time at 
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Ryan Brewer, South Carolina 


running back, but he could be slow in recovering 
from May ankle surgery. If Brewer struggles in 
coming back, look for redshirt freshman Thez 
Robinson and true freshman Daccus Turman to 
provide some help. 

The receiving corps is not as consistent as 
desired, but there is some talent on hand. James 
Adkisson, a senior who was redshirted last year, 
had an impressive spring, Others who should 
help include sophomore Matthew Thomas, 
sophomore Andrea Gause and junior Chavez 


Donnings. Tight end finds Hart Turner as the 
starter, and he'll probably get more catches this 


season. The Gamecocks plan on using the posi- 


tion with more variety. 


The strength of the offense is found in the 


trenches. Travelle Wharton, Cedric Williams, 
Shane Hall, Watts Sanderson, C.J. Frye, John 
Strickland and Na'Shan Goddard will receive the 
brunt of the work on the offensive line. 

‘The Gamecocks lost some talented defen- 


sive players to the NFL, including Kalimba 


Edwards, Kenny Harney, Sheldon Brown and 
Willie Offord. Still, there is some talent left. 


‘The defensive line is lacking in depth, bur soph- 
omores Dennis Quinn and SEC All-Freshman 
Team member George Gause are good, young 
ends. Langston Moore is solid at nose tackle. 

At linebacker, where the Gamecocks were 
surprisingly impressive during the spring, Jermaine 
Lemon, Rod Thomas and Lance Laury lead the 


way. The secondary has Rashad Faison, the teams 
leading tackler a year ago, back in a starting spot at 
strong safety. Dunta Robinson will be at a comer, 
with Isaac Stackhouse at the other comer spot. 
Deandre Eiland will be at free safety. Brian Elam 
and Rachiem Monroe will also get playing time. 
The Gamecocks schedule ends with a 
tough stretch. Their final five games will be 
against LSU, Tennessee, Arkansas, Florida and 
Clemson, with three of those on the road. 


Vanderbilt 
Bobby Johnson led Furman to the national 
championship game of the NCAA Division LAA 
playoffs last season. 
This year, he gets to try 
and lead Vanderbilt to a win- 
ning season. 


1a 
ANDER 


the first time the Commodores have posted a win- 


Ifhe is successful, it will be 


ning record since 1982. And there will be pressure 


in a hurry. Not only do the Commodores start 
the season at Georgia Tech, but they follow up 
with a home game ... against Furman, 

Johnson takes over a program that has 
demonstrated improvement from time to time— 
the Commodores have played stronger teams 
closely on occasion—but Vandy hasn't been able 
to put together strong play on both sides of the 
ball consistently. 

Johnson takes over an offense that heads into 
fall practice without a designated starter at quar- 
terback. Benji Walker and Jay Cutler appear to be 
the top candidates, with both having good size 
and different strengths. Also, a new, two-back 
offense has been pur into place, one that will 
employ an option attack atti 


s. But the biggest 
problem is inexperience. Walker threw just 


passes last year, completing two. Norval McKen 
Vandy’ 
on 13 carries in 2001. Ian Gaines moves from 
defensive back to tailback and Ronald Hatcher 
s from flanker to tailback. The fullbacks have 
da 
cone-back set most of last season, Included in that 


leading returning rusher, had just 80 yards 


mov 


litele experience because the Commodores u 


group is Bara Cola, who was an equipment man- 
ager last season. Mike Adam, a linebacker a year 


ago, is the leading candidate to start at fullback. 


Now the good news. Dan Stricker, one of 
the league's top receivers, is back. He could break 
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the SEC record for career receiving yards and 
receptions this season. However, he underwent 
shoulder surgery in the spring, but is expected to 
be OK for the season, Others to watch at receiv- 
er include MJ. Garrett, Brandon Smith, Keith 
Williams and Chris Young, Two-year starter'Tom 
Simone is back at tight end, Four starters return 
to the offensive line —Jamie Byrum, Jim May, 
Brian Kovolisky and Justin Geisinger. Also 
expected to help there are Kenan Arkan, Jordan 
Pettit and Ryan King. 


Dan Stricker, Vanderbilt 
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The defense is switching from a 3-4 align- 
ment to a 4-3 setup. Brett Beard leads the group 
up front, with help expected from Chuck Losey, 
Robert Dinwiddie, Trey Holloway, Ryan 
Nungesser and Matt Clay, as well as redshirt 
freshman Jovan Haye. At linebacker, Pat 
Brunner, Hunter Hillenmeyer, Eric Bynum, 
Brandon Walthour and Moses Osemwegie are 
ready to step forward. The secondary features 
Rushen Jones, Justin Giboney and Aaron 
McWhorter as returning starters, with Jonathan 
Shaub, Dominique Morris and Lorenzo Parker 
helping our. 


STESC 
Kentucky 


Last season was difficult for the Wildcats. 
Nor only did they finish with a 2-9 record that 
included a string of six consecutive losses, but 
they also played under the shadow 
Ee of NCAA investigations that later 
FS Jed co serious sanctions against the 
program. As such, there are a lot of 
reasons to try and forget the 2001 season. 

Guy Mortiss heads into his second season 
directing the Kentucky program with several 
starters returning, not the least of whom are 
quarterback Jared Lorenzen and wide receiver 
Derek Abney. Toward the end of last season, the 
Wildcats’ offense improved. Lorenzen, who was 
the starting quarterback to begin the year, lost 
the job to Shane Boyd, only to win it back again. 
In their final five games, the ’Cats led the SEC in 
passing offense and were third in total offense— 
bur they were 1-4 in those games. 

Lorenzen is back in charge, with Boyd as 
his backup. Tommy Cook, Ernest Simms, 
Aaron Boone, Gerad Parker, DeMarcus Wood 
and Brian Pickard will compere to catch any of 
the passes that don't go in Abney’s direction. 
Chase Harp will start at tight end, with help 
from Jeremiah Drobney. In the backfield, 
Artose Pinner is the leading returning rusher, 
having collected 441 yards on 100 carries last 
year and scoring four touchdowns. Alexis 
Bwenge is his backup. 

The offensive line is an improving one. Matt 
Huff and Antonio Hall will be the tackles, with 
Jason Rollins and Keith Chatelain the guards and 
Nick Seitze at center. Others who will receive 
playing time include Sylvester Miller, Jeremy 
Darveau, Daniel Burnett and Andy Stivers. 

Only four starters are back on defense— 
tackle Dewayne Robertson, safety David 
Johnson and cornerbacks Derrick Tatum and 
Leonard Burress. Up front, Robertson is aided 
by Jeremy Caudill, Ellery Moore, Otis Grigsby 
and Vincent Burns. The loss of sack-master 
Dennis Johnson to the NFL will be difficult to 
overcome. At linebacker, Ronnie Riley and 
Morris Lane will be the starters, with Justin 
Haydock and Dustin Williams also figuring into 
the mix. 

The secondary provides the most experi- 
ence. Aside from Burress, Tatum and Johnson, 
the ’Cats have some solid players there in Adetayo 
‘Agboke, Earven Flowers, Antoine Huffman, Claude 
Sagaille and Quentus Cumby. 

Punter Glenn Pakulak, an All-America can- 
didate, is also back. 

Kentucky will open the season with all 
four of its non-conference games (Louisville, 
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‘Texas-El Paso, Indiana and Middle Tennessee). 
‘That stretch will be followed by eight straight 
SEC games, beginning with a trip to Florida and 
ending with a visit to Tennessee. 


LSU 


‘There were a few skeptics when Nick Saban 
lefe Michigan State to take the LSU coaching job 
‘Wo seasons ago. 


There aren't a lot left these days. 
Saban has posted 8-4 and 10-3 records his 
first two years in Baron Rouge. 
Last season, LSU began the 
year 2-2, but won eight of the 


next nine, including the SEC 
Championship Game over Tennessee and the 
Sugar Bowl over Illinois. 

In a season that features a West race in 
which the eventual champion could as accurate- 
ly be decided by pulling a name out of a hat as 
with team-by-team analysis, LSU appears to be 
the team to beat. Much of that has to do with 
Saban’s grip on the program and the infusion of 


confidence he has given his team. 

‘That confidence will come in handy. Gone 
are Josh Reed, Rohan Davey, Trev Faulk, Jarvis 
Green, Robert Royal and Ryan Clark, players 
who helped LSU back to the top of the West and 
SEC. And yet there are several returning starters 
remaining on a team that has enjoyed strong 
recruiting classes since Saban’s arrival. 

‘The biggest question mark is at quarter- 
back, where Davey was the unquestioned leader 
of the LSU offense. His absence will be felt, and 
not just because of his strong arm. Sophomore 
Matt Mauck, who stepped in when Davey was 
injured in the SEC Championship Game, would 
appear to be the starter heading into fall work- 
outs, although he is being pushed for the job by 
sophomore Marcus Randall. 

Whoever gets the job, he'll have LaBrandon 
Toefield to lean on. ‘Toefield rushed for 19 touch- 
downs and 992 yards last season and, although he 
injured his knee in the title game, is expected to 
be ready this fall. Domanick Davis is a capable 
alternative behind ‘Toefield, and redshirt fresh- 
men Joseph Addai and Ryan Gilbert could also 
help. Fullback Solomon Lee also returns. 

At wide receiver, the loss of Reed will be 
lessened by the fact that this may be the position 
that has the deepest pool of alent on the team. 
Michael Clayton and Jerel Myers will probably 
soon follow Reed to the NFL, and the return 
of Reggie Robinson, back after suffering a 
herniated disc in his neck, is a welcome sight. 
Look for Bennie Brazell and the elusive Shyrone 
Carey (used in the slot) to help as well. LSU will 
try to find ways to get the ball into Carey's hands 
and let him work. 

‘There is strength on the offensive line. 
Stephen Peterman is back, as are Rodney Reed 
and center Ben Wilkerson, Look for help to be 
provided by Rob Sale, Andrew Whitworth, Kade 
Comeaux and Brad Smalling, The Tigers will be 
young at the tight end position. 

‘The defense will be led by new coordinator 
Will Muschamp, the former linebackers coach. 
Linebacker Bradie James, who considered skipping 
off to the NFL but stayed, will make Muschamp’s 
job easier. He may be moved inside, but will 
be an All-SEC-caliber player regardless of 
where he lines up. Also competing at linebacker 
are Jeremy Lawrence, Lionel Turner and Jason 
LeDoux. Up front, Chad Lavalais leads the 
way. He’ one of the top tackles in the league. 
Marcus Spears has been moved from tight end 
to defensive end, and looked good in the spring. 
Kendrick Allen is another defensive lineman 
who had a solid spring, and Marquise Hill will 
help, too. 
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‘The secondary features Damien James, who 
There’ also 


returning starters Demetrius Hookfin and 


moves from cornerback to free safet 


Norman LeJeune. Ronnie Prude will get some 
playing time, as will Corey Webster, who moves 
to the secondary from wide receiver and had 
an impressive spring showing, Randall Gay and 
Travis Daniels are also expected to help. 


LaBrandon Toefield, LSU 
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Auburn 


The West was Auburn's to win last season. 
Instead, the Tigers shared the crown with LSU, 
but didn’t get the reward of playing in the SEC 


8 


down the stretch, losing four of their final 


title game. Auburn's fast stare 
made it appear the Tigers 
would be a shoo-in for the West 
crown. Instead, they stumbled 


five games, including a 27-14 decision at LSU 


Damon Duval, Auburn 


and a 16-10 game to North Carolina in the 
Peach Bowl. 

At the end of the season coach Tommy 
Tuberville made some big changes, with both 
coordinators leaving, In their place, ‘Tuberville 


hired Bobby Petrino from the. 


cksonville Jaguars 


as offensive coordinator and Gene Chizik from 


Central Florida as defensive coordinator. 
Through all the changes, some problems 
still remain, most specifically at quarterback. As 


ets head into fall drills, Jason Campbell 
and Daniel Cobb are still battling for the starting 
position, much like last year, Campbell started 
eight games and pla 


ed in 10 a year ago, while 
Cobb started four games and played in eight. In 
the spring, neither one claimed the job for him- 
self, leaving the Auburn offense wondering who 
will call che signals. 

‘There appears no question whose number 
will be called much of the year, provided he is 
healthy. That would be sophomore tailback 
Carnell Williams, who started two games and 
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rushed for 614 yards on 120 carries last season. 
He suffered a broken clavicle on the first offe: 


sive series of the Alabama game but is expected 
to be ready this season. Behind him will be 
Ronnie Brown and Chris Butler. A potential 
contributor, Casinious Moore, lef the team. At 
fullback, Brandon Johnson is the starter, backed 
by Michael Owens and Vi 
Wide re 
men (Auburn signed four) may play a key 


ctor Horn, 


iver ii 


a bit thin and incoming 
; 


role the 


. Senior Marcel Willis needs to step 
forward with a good year, Jeris McIntyre and 
Silas Daniels could help. Tight end is loaded, 
with senior Lorenzo Diamond listed as the starter 


but junior Robert Johnson also set to get lots of 


playing time, 


‘The offensive line needs to grow up quickly. 


Center Ben Nowland is back, as is guard 
Monreko Crittenden, but some freshmen— 
hodu, 


including Ben Obomanu, Devin Aron 
Mon 


prominently here, too, 


Pitts and Lee Guess—could also figure 


Defensively, linebacker is a position of 


strength. Karlos Dansby, Dontarrious Thomas 


and Mark Brown will likely be the starters, but 


there is so much talent at the position that 
Tub 


mations tha 


‘on some for- 


ville may work with Chizi 


allow more than three linebacl 


on the field at the same time, ‘Travis Williams, 
Lamarcus Rowell, Antarrious Williams and 


Ma 


yo Sowell could be among those player 


‘The secondary features sophomore corner 
Junior Rosegreen, with former corner ‘Tavaris 
Robinson moving to fice safety. Carlos Rogers, 
Roderick Hood, Rashaud Walker and Donnay 
Young will find time here, too. 

Up front, junior DeMarco McNeil had 


on his right kne 


and didn’t 


participate in spring drills, If fully recovered, 


he will be a leader on defi 


Without him, 


Auburn will still have experienced players like 
Spencer Johnson, Dante Booker, Reggie Tarbor 
and Jay Ratliff 

Damon Duval, perhaps the most dangerous 


special-teams player in the country, returns to 


handle the placekicking and punt 


Ole Miss 


‘The Rebels present a tale of two teams, 


‘The offense is loaded, led by Eli Manning at 
quarterback, a good group of receive 


an expe- 


rienced offensive line and some 


strong possibilities at running back. 

‘The defense is again a ques- 
tion mark. There are a few players 
with talent, including standout linebacker Eddie 
Strong, but this 


isa group that must prove itself 


Ole Miss is to be the contender in the West 


some believe it has the chance to be. 


As such, the defense was the main area of 
focus and concern during spring drills. Coach 
David Cuteliffe hired Chuck Driesbach as defen- 


sive coordinator and Driesbach installed a new 


To take 


system in Oxford during spring workouts 
advantage of the team’s quickness and try to cover 
up a lack of size, Driesbach is teaching a 4-2-5 
defensive set that will use a lot of blitzes and stunts, 

Up front, experienced junior Charlie 
Anderson will start at an end position, with help 
from Cory Robinson, Josh C 
Landrum and Jimmy Brooks. At the tackles, 


Eddie Strong, Ole Miss 
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Daniel Booth, Jesse Mitchell, McKinley Boykin, 
Yahrek Johnson and Mike Gibson are expected 


prospect, leads the 
and LP. Spence 
both returning from injuries to help. The Rebels 


to play. Strong, a top N 


linebackers, with Lanier Goethi 


struggled against the run last season and must 
address that problem, 
The s 


back Chris Knight, who had a stellar spring. 


ondary will be led by senior corner- 


Offensively, Manning is the key. He put on 
another big show in the spring game and has 


already eatned Playboy preseason All-Ameti 
honors. David Mortis is the backup, but this is 
Manning's show. 

Four players emerged at tailback in spring 
Ron McClendon (rated the No. 1 


practice 
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junior college tailback in the land by one scout- 
ing service), Robert Williams, Tremaine Turner 
and Toward Sanford—and all could see time. 

Ac receiver, Manning will find plenty of tar- 
gets, and he has proven he likes to spread the 
wealth. Chris Collins, Jason Armstead and Bill 
Flowers lead the way, but there’ also room for 
Trey Fryfogle, Ross Barkley, Ratavious Biddle, 
Mario Hill and Mike Espy to help. The group 
offers a lot of speed and talent. Senior Doug 
Zeigler is a veteran starter at tight end and one of 
the best in the SEC. 

The offensive line will miss third-round 
NEL pick Terrence Metcalf at tackle, bue still has 
senior center Ben Claxton to lead the way with 
super sophomore guard Doug Buckles. 

‘The Rebels have seven home games, but the 
five road trips will be rough—at Texas Tech, 
Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia and LSU. 


Alabama 

‘The Crimson Tide was dealt its biggest set- 
back over the winter by the NCAA—not by 
graduation or injury. Sanctions against the team 
will prevent the Tide from play- 
ing in a postseason bowl game 
and will cost i several scholar- 
ships over the next few seasons. 


Bur there are some other problems ahead for 
the team that posted a 7-5 record a year ago, too, 
just as there are reasons to believe Alabama could 


put together a run at the West Di 


sion crown. 

Because of the sanctions, which will be 
increasingly evident on the field for the Tide in 
the seasons ahead, some believe this needs to be 
a season in which Alabama makes a run for the 
West title because there is some talent on hand. 

Quarterback is a position that always seems 
to attract attention at Alabama, and this spring 
was no different. Andrew Zow is gone, leaving 
the starting nod to Tyler Watts, but the senior is 
going to be pushed by redshire freshmen Brodie 
Croyle and Spencer Pennington. Croyle may get 
a chance to play a lot, and Pennington has shown 
some promise, too. However, coach Dennis 
Franchione needs the experienced Watts to step 
up his game for the Tide offense to be as suc- 
cessful as it can be, 

Running back appears solid, as Ahmaad 
Galloway had a solid spring and Shaud Williams 
made himself known during the offseason. Ray 
Hudson and Santonio Beard may also figure into 
the mix. Donnie Lowe and Marvin Brown will 
receive most of the time at fullback. While 
Alabama hoped to put more passing plays in 
during the spring, the running game seemed to 
pick up momentum. An experienced offensive 


Kenny King, Alabama 


line will do the blocking. Theo Sanders and 
David Cavan will ream to replace gradutated 
tight end Terry Jones. 

‘The receiving corps is led by Antonio Carter, 
Sam Collins, Triandos Luke and Lance Taylor, 
with slot backs Dre Fulgham and Hudson also set 
to get some pass-catching action, 

‘The defense should be solid again, especially 
up front, where the Tide may have the best 
group in the league. Jarret Johnson, Kenny King 
and Kindal Moorehead are the strength of that 
group. The linebacker position features Cornelius 
Wortham, Brooks Daniels and Freddie Roach. 

The secondary of Waine Bacon, Gerald 
Dixon, Hirchel Bolden and Charles Jones is an 
experienced one. 


The schedule will be difficult. Alabama 
travels to Oklahoma for its second game of the 
year, with visits to Arkansas, Tennessee and LSU 
also slated. 


Arkansas 
One of three West teams to finish the SEC 
schedule with a 4-4 record a year ago, the 
Razorbacks are looking for more consistency this 


“ey 
A - 
games, including three straight. 


Many thought they would simply fold up and go 
away. Instead, with the infusion of an option 


season and a better mark. The 
Hogs started the season slow, 
losing three of their first four 


attack engineered by freshman quarterback Matt 
Jones, the Razorbacks made a charge, winning 
six straight games before losing their final two. 
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‘That brings coach Houston Nutt back to 
the area of most concern: consistency. That goal 
will be made easier by a more experienced team 
this season. Six searters are back on offense and 
seven more return on defense, while five special- 
ists ate also back for another yeat. 

Just as important, the Hogs have developed 
some depth, which will be important in the long, 
grinding season that finds Arkansas visiting 
‘Tennessee, Auburn, Carolina and 
Mississippi State and playing eight home games 
(three in Little Rock). 

Jones was pushed hard in the spring at QB 
by Tavaris Jackson and Ryan Sorahan. Jackson, 
especially, demonstrated a variety of skills, Zak 


South 


Clark, who was the signal-caller last season until 
Jones claimed the job, transferred and is no 
longer part of the mix. 

Ac running back, there's another bevy of 
options. Cedric Cobbs, who has had off-the-field 
problems and on-the-field disappointments, had 
what many said was an outstanding spring, But 
he'll receive competition from Fred Talley and 
Brandon Holmes, as well as De'Arrius Howard. 


Holmes will also see some time at fullback, 

Nute’ still looking to stretch the field more, 
so the receivers will play an important role this 
season. Wideouts Richard Smith and George 
Wilson are back after strong years, with Wake 
Forest transfer Carlos Ousley also expected to 
offer help. Sparky Hamilton will get some play- 
ing time, too. 

Mark Bokermann and Shawn Andrews return 
to starting roles on the offensive line. Josh Melton, 
Bo Lacy and Scott Davenport will be counted on 
up front, Nathan Ball returns ac tight end, with 
help from Jason Peters and Marcellus Poydras, 

Defensively, the Hogs lost some talented 
players, including linebacker Jermaine Petty and 
defensive end Carlos Hall, bue there is some tal- 
ent remaining, Jermaine Brooks and Raymond 
House are the standouts up front, but more 
depth is needed there and could come from 
some incoming freshmen. 

Outside linebacker Jeb Huckeba has been 
moved to an inside position, with Clark Moore 
playing beside him inside. Caleb Miller, who 
missed the spring because of an injury, is at an 
outside linebacker post, with Tony Bua also return- 
ing there. Gavin Walls will aso play linebacker as 


well as special teams. The SEC's hardest hitter, Ken 
Hamlin, returns to lead the secondary at free safety. 


Mississippi State 

The biggest surprise of the 2001 season in 
the SEC had to be the play of the Bulldogs, and 
it wasnt the kind of surprise they had hoped to 
achieve, Instead of playing for the 
West Division crown, as many 
had predicted, the Bulldogs 
instead fell flat, finishing a dismal 
3-8 and 2-6 in the SEC. 

MSU lost seven of its first nine games, 
including a 21-9 loss at home to Troy State, 
which was playing its transition season into 


Division I-A competition, 

Nothing went right for the Bulldogs, who 
must now take what has traditionally been a 
strength in Starkville—the play in the trenches 
on offense and defense—and improve it in an 
effort to turn around their fortunes and get out 
of the West cellar, 

Te won't be an easy task, especially with 
MSU opening the season at Oregon and facing 
LSU, South Carolina, Memphis, Alabama and 
Ole Miss on the road, too. 

‘There are some positive signs, Perhaps the 
best was the spring performance of Kevin Fant at 
quarterback. Having spent the past couple of 
seasons playing behind Wayne Madkin, Fant 
now appears ready to step forward and claim his 
time, He had a strong spring and displayed a 
lively arm and the ability to read defenses, Kyle 
York will be his backup. 

At running back, Dontae Walker is the 
leader, but injuries have been a problem for him 
throughout his careet. If he is unable to play, 
there is help. Sophomore Fred Reid is available, 
plus the Bulldogs signed a pair of prep All- 
America picks in Jatious Norwood and Nick 
‘Turner. Justin Griffith will be the fullback. 

Making room for the backs will be an offensive 
line that needs depth. Derrick’ Thompson, Donald 
Tucker and Blake Jones are returning starters, 
‘Tucker moved from guard to tackle in the spring, 

‘The receivers will be Terrell Grindle, Justin 
Jenkins, Antonio Hargro and Ray Ray Bivines. 
MSU is expected to make tight end Donald Lee 
more of a pass-catching threat this year. 

On defense, Kahlil Nash, Ronald Fields 
‘Tommy Kelly, Kamau Jackson and Jason Clark 
hope to improve their play up front. The type of 
dominant players the Bulldogs would like at 
those positions have not been developed as of 
yet. Senior Mario Haggan leads the linebacker 
corps, while classmate Josh Morgan heads the 
secondary at free safety. rT] 
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DIVISION I-A 


Without a Carr, Fresno will have 
a hard time catching Broncos. 


BY MIKE BROWN 


TULSAW 


or the first time in three years, the 

Western Athletic Conference will 

start the season with the same 
teams it ended with the year before. 

Louisiana Tech and Boise State 

boosted membership to 10 and finished 

first and tied for second, respectively, in 


their first year, 


In a fair world, critics would stop 


viewing the WAC as primarily an unstable 
conglomeration of mismatched, unwanted 


schools. It is increasingly apparent, how- 


ever, that the national media wont give 
the league a fair hearing, 


Consider the case of the Fresno State 


Bulldogs and quarterback David Carr. 
The Bulldogs skyrocketed to promi- 
nence with opening upsets of Colorado, 
Oregon State and Wisconsin last season, 
bur fell out of sight just as quickly after 
being upset by WAC rivals Boise State 


Predictions 


1. Boise State 

Fresno State 
Louisiana Tech 
Hawaii 

Southern Methodist 
San Jose State 

7. Nevada 

Tulsa 

Rice 

Texas-El Paso 


Bernard Berrian serio Fresno 
Nate Burleson sein, Nevada 
John Hampton, sei, MU 
FitaTw'ua junior Fes 
Vincent Manuwai serio, avai 
Rodney Michael seri, Fesn Sate 
—Tom Provost s 
Rob Vian seni Bose Stat 
Ryan Dinwiddie ju 
Chance Kretchsmer sophomore 
Brock Forsey 
Aisen Asparuhoy, serio, reso Slate 


9 San Jose Sta 


Boise State 
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and Hawaii, losses thar cost conference 
members an estimated $11.8 million in 
potential bow! revenue. 

Cars, who guided Fresno’ headline- 


grabbing victories, led the nation in passir 


yardage (4,299) and became the No. 1 pick 
JFL Draft. Bure didnt finish in the 
top four in balloting for the Heisman Tropy. 


in the} 


What more could Carr have done? 
Boise State, Louisiana Tech and Hawaii 
have three of the most porent passing attacks 
in the nation and will join Fresno battling 
for this years title. Boise State may have 
the edge, playing the other three at home. 
Another interesting race shapes up for 
fifth place, and don't be surprised if SMU 
and San Jose State make significant strides. 


opinion 

“The WAC is a very underrated conference with 
many talented and explosive players. To under- 
stand this, you need look no further than where 
picked in the NFL Draft.” 
—Tu int Jeff Mclnerny 


the best playe 


watch 


Bulldogs’ undefeated seaso 


Fresno State at Louisiana Tech, Ni 
s visit Ru 


at Boise State, Novembe 


ers decide 


Nid Burley, 
— Brandon Green se 
ute Croy, 
Sam Rayburn, 
Chris Brown seo 
ic Vilvia, 
Pisa Tinoisamea, sop 
Quintin Mikel, sei 8 
Jonas Rutledge juice 
D..Walker sso, | 
Weldon Cooks, 
P—Jason Simpson 


players 


Fastest receiver: Bernard Berrian WR, Fresno State 
Best hands: Nate Burleson, WR, Nevada 

Best passing QB: Ryan Dinwiddie, Boise State 

Best option QB: Kyle Herm, Rice 

Most elusive RB: Chance Kretschmer, Nevada 

Best instincts: Brandon Green, DE, Rice 

Best athlete: Bernard Berrian, WR, Fresno State 

Best under pressure: Luke McCown, (8, Louisiana Tech 
Top NFL prospect: Bernard Berrian WR, Fresno State 
Top impact freshman: Jerome Janet, WR, Tusa 
Hardest hitter: Vic Viloria, LB SMU 

Biggest underachiever: Kris Briggs, 88, SMU 


coaches 


Best strategist: June Jones, Hawaii 
Best recruiter: Pat Hill, Fresno State 
Coach on the spot: Keith Burns, Tulsa/Gary Nord, UTEP 


surprised if... 


the title in its 


‘ty Phil Bennett. 


recruits 


1.Fresno State 
Hill cleaned up in the Valley and picked a line- 
backing plumb (Ricky Miller) out of L.A. 

2. Hawaii 

Blue-chip linebacker (Chad Kalilimoku) high- 
lighted solid class. 

3.Southern Methodist 

Bennett calls it an athletic class with size 

and speed. 

4.Nevada 

Wolf Pack signed three top Nevada prep players 
and second-team juco All-America linebacker 
Joey Barnes. 

5. Tulsa 

Burns found quality juco receiver (Romby 
Bryant) and loaded up on defensive tackles. 

6. Boise State 

Broncos went large for linemen, signing seven 
on offense and six on defense. 

7.San Jose State 

Spartans signed three juco All-Americas, and 
defensive tackle Eddie Brown should play 

right away. 

8.Ri 
Owls went for speed and landed Arizona's prep 
Player of the Year, running back Mike Falco. 

9. Louisiana Tech 

Bulldogs picked up one of the best defensive 
tackles in the South (LaDarius Love). 

10. Texas-El Paso 

Miners picked off potentially big-time receiver 
(Joe West) and signed eight defensive linemen. 


1 Boise State 

The Broncos finished a game out of first 
place in their first WAC season and have the 
ingredients to win the title in their second, 


5 They'll have to replace key 


( 
a 
ae: 


and the main components of one of the nation’s 


personnel in the offensive line and 
at linebacker and defensive end, 
but return a talented secondary 


top offenses. 

‘They also have a favorable schedule, with 
the league’ other three top contenders—Fresno 
State, Louisiana Tech and Hawaii—all slated to 
visit the blue turf of Bronco Stadium, 

Boise State's high-scoring offense hardly skipped 
a beat last season when Ryan Dinwiddie replaced 
record-setting, three-year starting quarterback 


Bernard Berrian, Fresno State 
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Bart Hendricks. Dinwiddie ranked fourth nation- 
ally in pass efficiency (164.7) while throwing for 
3,043 yards (the second-highest total in school 
history) and 29 touchdowns. 

Dinwiddie returns his top four receivers and 
one of the league's most versatile tailbacks, All-WAC 


running back Brock Forsey enters his last year as 


the school’s fourth-leading career rusher (2,434) 
and third-leading all-purpose runner (4,298). 

Three offensive linemen must be replaced, 
bur Scott Huff is a three-year returning starter at 
center and Rob Vian will be in his third starting 
season at right guard. 

Coach Dan Hawkins elevated linebackers 
coach Ron Collins to the role of defensive coor- 
dinator when Bob Gregory left for the same job 
at California. Collins must replace his defensive 
ends but should be solid elsewhere coaching a 
unit that ranked third in the league last year. 


All four starters return in the secondary, led 
by AILWAC strong safety Quintin Mikell, who 
heads into his fourth starting season. Mikell reg- 
istered a team-leading 87 tackles last year 

‘The Broncos proved to all doubters last sea- 
son that they belonged in their new conference 
by beating WAC contenders Hawaii and Fresno 
State on the road. The latter was especially note- 
worthy, since it represented Fresno’s first home 
loss in three years and came after the Bulldogs 
had created a national stir by upsetting 
Colorado, Oregon Stare and Wisconsin. 

Boise State administrators seemed more 
than satisfied with Hawkins’ work as a first-year 
head coach. They were on the verge of handing 
year contract, the longest term 
permitted by Idaho's State Board of Education. 


2 Fresno State 


It seems unlikely that the Bulldogs will 


him a new five- 


match their success of last season, when they 
achieved their first Top 10 ranking and won 11 
games for just the fourth time in 


school history. 
They'll have to do it againse 


another murderous schedule and 
without all-everything quarterback David Cart, 
who set records galore in his senior season, 
claimed many national awards and became the 
No. 1 pick in the NFL Draft by the expansion 
Houston Texans. 

All-league tackle Alan Harper also finished 
his eligibility last year, and coach Pat Hill will 
have to replace seven others. But Hill still has 
speedy receiver Bernard Berrian, the bese offen- 
sive line in the league and a strong nucleus to 
contend for this years title. 

Seven starters return on each side of the 
ball, along with the WAC’ best kicking combi- 
nation. Asen Asparuhoy led the nation with 23 
field goals last season, while Jason Simpson 
punted for a 43.8-yard average, Both were all- 
conference honorees. 

Redshirt junior Jeff Grady has big shoes to 
fill as Carr's quarterback replacement, but is pro- 
jected as a big-time playmaker in his own right. 
Plenty of leadership is expected from a veteran 
offensive line, with four starters returning from a 
unit that permitted Carr co be sacked just 25 
times and paved the way for tailback Paris 
Gaines to gain 1,024 rushing yards. 

Gaines has finished his eligibility, but senior 
Derrick Ward is ready to take over. A fast and 
powerful back, Ward was once dismissed from 
the program and missed a year with a knee 
injury, but hopes to return to the form of his 
freshman year when he rushed for 875 yards. 
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PAUL JASIENSKI 


STEVE BEYER 


Berrian caught 76 passes for 1,270 yards and 
13 TDs last season and emerged as the league's 
most explosive return specialist. He ignited the 
32-20 upset of Wisconsin by running back the 
second-half kickoff 96 yards and set a WAC 
record with 2,519 all-purpose yards. 

Hill has insisted throughout his tenure that 
the Bulldogs play teams from the so-called 
“power conferences,” and this year will be no dif- 
ferent. They'll play Wisconsin and Oregon State 
for the second straight year, along with Pac-10 
champion Oregon, all on the road. 


3 Louisiana Tech 

Bulldog fans can expect to see a new and 
improved Luke McCown playing quarterback 
this season. 

He's already one of the best 
passers in Louisiana Tech history, 
and now he's working to become a 
better runner. 

McCown hopes to exploit defenders who 
drop off the line of scrimmage when he goes back 
to pass and leave him with open running lanes. 

He scrambled effortlessly during one scrim- 
mage session last spring, gaining 93 yards on the 
ground to go with 152 through the air. 

McCown may have to buy himself extra time 
this season as the Bulldogs work new receivers 
into the mix and attempt to defend the WAC 
title they won in their first year in the league. 

‘Two veteran receivers (DJ. Curry and 
Ahmad Harris) will return, but three others 
ended their eligibility with last year’s loss ro 
Clemson in the Humanitarian Bowl. John 
Simon, Delwyn Daigre and Allen Stark com- 
bined to catch 176 passes for 2,076 yards. 

Coach Jack Bicknell III must also replace 
five of his 10 leading tacklers, including outside 
linebacker Bobby Gray, who finished as the sixth- 
best tackler in school history with 390 stops. 

Still, ie hard to feel badly for Bicknell with 
eight starters returning from the nation’s eighth- 
rated passing offense. 

Curry and Hartis combined for 83 catches 
and 1,065 yards. Junior college transfer Joe Smith 
stepped into the backfield as a junior and rushed 
for 931 yards, the most by a Bulldog runner in 
nine years. 

‘Tight end Major Richmond and three other 
linemen return from a unit that permitted 
McCown to get sacked just 30 times. McCown 
took advantage of all that protection to complete 
62 percent of his passes for 3,337 yards and 28 
‘TDs and just 14 interceptions. He starts his jun- 
ior year as the sixth-leading passer in school his- 
tory with 5,881 yards. 


Tech is known for its difficult non-league 
schedules, and this year will be no exception. The 
Bulldogs host Oklahoma State in Shreveport on 
August 31 and go to Penn State, Clemson and 
‘Texas A&M, all in September. But they get a 
break in their WAC schedule, hosting Fresno 
State and avoiding Hawaii altogether. 


4 Hawaii 

Afier recovering from injuries suffered in a 
near-fatal automobile crash the preceding spring, 
coach June Jones guided his Rainbow Warriors 


toa similar recovery last fall. 


injured his throwing wrist and the almost-for- 


Jones plugged in senior quar- 
terback Nick Rolovich when soph- 


omore phenom Timmy Chang 


gotten Rolovich was reborn. 

With Rolovich under center, the Warriors 
led the WAC and ranked second nationally in 
passing (381.3 yards per game) and won cight of 
their last nine games, including a landmark 72-45 
triumph over BYU, spoiling the Cougars’ bid for 
an undefeated season. 

Jones’ second glittering record (9-3) in three 
years in Honolulu will be hard to duplicate this 
season because the Warriors must replace key 
players at receiver (first-round NEL pick Ashley 
Lelie) and in the offensive line. He also faces a 
difficult schedule, with road games at WAC con- 
tenders Fresno State and Boise State. 

‘The return of Chang gives Hawaii a good 
start. He threw for 1,100 yards in the three 
games he played last year and ranks as the sixth- 
leading passer in school history. He was granted 
a medical hardship and returns with three years 
of eligibility, but sat out spring drills while recu- 
perating from wrist surgery. 

Lelie declared for the NFL Draft after set- 
ting school records as a junior last season. Justin 
Colbert is the lone returnee from a receiving 
quartet that accounted for 3,921 yards and 35 
TDs, bue Chad Owens and Neal Gossett are 
good candidates to take up the slack. 

‘Two offensive linemen must be replaced, 
bur three others return, including All-America 
candidate Vince Manuwai, a guard who had 35 
pancake blocks last season. 

There’s still plenty of room for improve- 
ment on defense, where eight starters return. The 
Warriors gave up 431.7 yards per game last year, 
but jumped from 91st to 17th nationally in 
turnover margin and permitted a touchdown less 
per game than the year before. 


5 Southern Methodist 


There's something old and something new 


Vic Viloria, SMU 


in Dallas, and they may add up to a big step for- 
ward for the Mustangs. 

Phil Bennett, defensive coor- 
dinator at Kansas Stare the past 
three years, replaces fired coach 
Mike Cavan and inherits the 

WACS best defense ftom last year. 

SMU has had just one winning season since 
incurring the NCAA “death penalty” in the mid- 
1980s, bur optimism is running high with the 
coaching change and the return of 16 starters, 
many of whom have played regularly for two and 
three years. 

“We have high expectations,” Bennett said 
when introduced as the school’s 15th coach last 
December. “I've never gone into a game not 
thinking we are going to win, Our expectancy is 
to win the WAC championship, and that will 
never change.” 
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Linebacker Vic Viloria and cornerback Jonas 
Rutledge earned All-WAC honors last season and 
lead a group of eight returnees from a unit that 
ranked 22nd nationally in otal defense. 

The 47-year-old Bennett will fit right in. 
He played defensive end at Texas A&M and has 
coordinated defenses for most of his 22-year 
coaching career, with stops at Iowa State, LSU, 
Oklahoma, A&M and TCU. During his three 
years at Kansas State, the Wildcats ranked sec- 
ond, fourth and third nationally in total defense. 

Bennett’ first important challenge is to sta- 
bilize one of the WAC’s worst offenses. The 
Mustangs weren't just unproductive last year, they 
were counterproductive. They lost 29 turnovers, 
five of which were run back for touchdowns in 
the first three games, all losses, 

Seniors Chris Cunningham, Cody Cardwell 
and tight end John Hampton head up a capable 
receiving group, and sophomore tailback 
ShanDertick Charles isa rising star. Charles broke 
Craig James’ SMU freshman rushing record with 
899 yards last season, He also ranked fifth nation- 
ally with 6.4 yards per carry and broke another 
school record with 455 yards in his first two starts. 

Junior Kelan Luker started three games at 
quarterback last season and has the edge over 
three talented redshirt freshmen. 


6 San Jose State 

If coach Fitz Hill actually builds the Spartans 
into a consistent winner, his second recruiting 
class may be remembered as the turning point. 

SYP, 
& GPs ees ane bujing into phar Fl 
‘selling, which is that he never would 
have taken the job if he didnt 
think he could succeed. 

Hill coordinated recruiting at Arkansas before 
coming to the Bay Area almost two years ago and 
saying that California was ripe for the harvest. 

He knew the Spartans needed to be replen- 


It certainly showed that ath- 


ished quickly after last season, and set out ro sign 
the best junior college players he could. He landed 
three All-Americas and two all-state players from 
California community colleges. 

“People definitely wanted to be here,” he 
says. “These young men bought into the vision 
of what we are doing and believe in the direction 
we are going.” 

Hill brought in 17 players with juco experi- 
ence, and many will be rushed to the front lines 
as the Spartans try to replace 15 starters, includ- 
ing nine on defense. 

“We'll give ‘em the microwave treatment,” 
Hill says. “We've gorta get ‘em in the oven and 
get em heated up.” 
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Hill will stress fundamentals and taking care 
of the football this fall because the Spartans shot 
themselves in the foot repeatedly last season. 

They fell ro a minus-8 in turnover margin 
from a plus-6 during the 2000 season and Hill 
thinks its the main reason they also fell ro 3-9 
after going 7-5 and challenging for the WAC 
title the year before. 

Quarterback Marcus Arroyo threw more 
interceptions (14) than TD passes (12) and 
cared himself a demotion, with Clint Carlson 
starting three games. But Arroyo returns for his 
senior year as the seventh-leading passer in 
school history with 4,613 yards and Hill says 
“we're lucky to have him.” 

The other top returnees are three-year 
starting offensive tackle Tim Provost and defen- 
sive tackle Brandon Miles, who is being moved 
to fullback. 

Defensive tackle Eddie Brown, receiver 
Kendrick Starling and offensive guard Justin 
Arrington earned juco All-America honors at their 
respective schools last fall and are the best among 
many juco players expected to contribute. 


7 Nevada 


If this were poker, it would be fair to say 


that coach Chris Tormey 


is holding some aces. 


Chance Kretschmer, Nevada 


But Tormey isn’ standing pat, and he knows he 
still needs a good draw to make a strong hand. 

Tormey returns 19. starters, 

the most experience he’s had since 

he arrived in Reno two years ago. 

WORF PASE Bur he has to replace the leading 

passer in school history and improve a defense 
that ranked among that nation’s worst last year. 

David Neill finished his cligibility as 
Nevada's career leader in both passing yardage 
(10,911) and total offense (11,664), but Tormey 
has dependable Zack Threadgill ready to take 
over, Threadgill started two games that Neill 
missed last year and threw for 801 yards. 

Tormey also has three of the WAC's most 
dangerous offensive weapons, Tailback Chance 
Kretschmer became just the second freshman to 
lead the nation in rushing last year, averaging 
157.5 yards per game. Senior Nate Burleson has 
caught passes totaling 1,658 yards and 10 TDs 
over two seasons. Sophomore kicker Damon 
Fine set one school record last year by kicking a 
58-yard field goal and another by kicking five in 
one game. 

Nevada improved from the losingest team 
in school history (2-10) in Tormey's first season 
o 3-8 in his second. The Wolf Pack was 3-5 in 
conference play and close in two of its losses. 
Thats despite falling from 103rd to 114th 
nationally in total defense 
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‘Tormey made significant changes in spring 
drills, shifting middle linebacker Jorge Cordova 
to defensive end and defensive ends Derek 
Kennard Jr, and Chris Barry to tackles. He also 
brought in four defenders from the junior col- 
lege ranks, including second-team All-America 
linebacker Joey Barnes. 

Defenders dominated the spring game in 
March, and Tormey liked what he saw, “There is 
no question the defense is a lot better than (it 
was) a year ago,” he says. “We still have a long 
way to go (before) we open against Washingron 
State (August 31).” 


8 Tulsa 

The silence was deafening at Skelly Stadium 
last spring as Keith Burns and his staff worked to 
reassemble the pieces of a shattered season. 


Injuries, controversy and 
poor tackling sent the Hurricane 
to its second-worst record (1-10) 

in school history. 

Tulsa gave up its third-worst point total ever 
(387) and lost to all 10 Division I-A foes by an 
average of 24.4 points per game. 

Burns created controversy by promoting 
freshman quarterback Tyler Gooch over popular 
starter Josh Blankenship, who threw for more 
than 5,000 yards in three years and eventually 
transferred to Division I-AA Eastern Washington. 

Gooch played sensationally in two games, 
poorly in two others and missed all or part of 
three games with an ankle injury. It didn't matter 
who played quarterback because the Hurricane 
defense, despite outstanding years by tackle Sam 
Rayburn and linebacker Michael Dulaney, 
couldn't stop anyone. 

San Jose State ripped Tulsa for a school-record 
746 yards. Against the Spartans, Oklahoma and 
Rice, the Hurricane gave up a combined 1,940 
yards and 180 points, the most ever by a TU 
team in a three-game span. 

For the second straight year, injuries ham- 
pered many of the best players. Tailback Eric 
Richardson was never the same after getting a 
neck stinger at UTEP. Keithan McCorry, the 
best athlete in the secondary, missed three games. 

Burns, criticized during his first year at the 
helm for mocking rival Oklahoma State and pre- 
dicting a bowl appearance that didn't materialize, 
did what he could in the offseason to engineer a 
quick turnaround. 

He replaced offensive coordinator Jim 
Gilstrap with veteran Dan Lounsbury from TCU, 
demoted defensive coordinator Jeff McInerney 
and dipped into the junior colleges to fill imme- 
diate needs. 


Burns got one speck of good news when 
Parade All-America receiver Jerome Janet left 
Kansas State before his freshman year and 
enrolled at TU. Janet and juco transfer Romby 
Bryant should help the Hurricane overcome the 
loss of Donald Shoals, who ended as the fifth- 
leading receiver in school history. 


9 Rice 

Rice achieved its best record (8-4) in 48 
years last season, a feat that will be hard to dupli- 
cate because of severe graduation losses. 

Coach Ken Hatfield must 
replace 27 seniors and 14 starters 
from a squad that ranked second 
nationally in rushing and made 

good on his pledge to open up the offense, pass- 
ing for its highest yardage total (1,468) in his 
eight seasons at the helm. 

‘The Owls lost their four leading tacklers, five 
of their six top offensive linemen and a fullback 
(Jamie Tyler) who rushed for nearly 1,700 yards 
over four seasons. Seven defensive starters are gone, 
including All-WAC linebacker Dan Dawson and 
three-year starting safety Jason Hebert. 

But a smattering of outstanding athletes 
return, and Hatfield will be looking for leader- 
ship from junior quarterback Kyle Herm, junior 
receiver Gavin Boothe and senior All-WAC 
defensive end Brandon Green. 

Green is one of the most aggressive players in 
the conference, as he proved last year by collecting 
a league-leading 12 sacks. Nearly one-third of his 
64 total tackles were behind enemy lines. 

Defensive help is on the way. Junior Jeff 
Vanover returns to take over one of the three 
vacated linebacking spots. He carned a starting 
berth last August before injuring his knee and 
missing the season. 

Sophomore Jeremy Calahan started three 
games at tackle as a freshman and joins Green 
and returning tackle Ross Lassley on the defen- 
sive line. Former starting tackle B.J. Forguson 
also returns, having missed almost two full years 
with an injured shoulder. 

‘The offensive line has to be rebuilt almost 
from scratch, but Hatfield returns his best 
receivers and the top five rushers. The 6-foor-1 
Boothe is one of the most athletic receivers in the 
WAC and Herm is its most effective option 
quarterback. He led the Owls in rushing (897) 
and touchdowns (11) last year and threw for 
1,121 yards. 

Robbie Beck shared fullback with Tyler in 
2001 and was the team’s second-leading rusher 
with 634 yards. Seniors Vincent Hawkins and 
Sean White are the most experienced returnees 


at halfback, and sophomore Clint Hatfield (no 
relation to the head coach) demonstrated out- 
standing potential as a freshman last year. He is 
projected to be the Owls’ best at the position in 
five years. 


10 UTEP 

Gary Nord returns a good bit more experi- 
ence for his third year at the Miners’ helm, and 
that's cause for big relief in El Paso, 


Nord had no idea how nega- 
RK tively a lack of veteran players 
would affect the Miners last year. 
TEP sce vying for the WAC title the 
year before, they slumped to 2-9 and lost their 
final seven games. 

Onlly one senior started on a defensive unit 
that permitted 37.6 points and 415.6 yards per 
game. On offense, the Miners lost 31 turnovers 
and ranked ninth in the 10-team WAC in toral 
yards, 

By season's end, UTEP was playing 25 
sophomores and freshmen on its first and second 
teams. Things should change for the better, as 
Nord welcomes 15 seniors and juniors among 
his 18 returning starters. 

Senior defensive backs D.J. Walker, a two- 
time All-WAC second-team honoree, and Weldon 
Cooks are the best of 10 defensive returnees, 
along with linebackers Camar Jackson and 
Robert Rodriguez. 

Nord thinks the Miners have the speed ro 
play an attacking defense and plans to switch 
from last year's 4-3 alignment to the 4-2-5 look 
they used during the 2000 championship season. 

“We'll rush the passer with four down line- 
men and cover with the other seven,” Nord says. 
“We want to keep it simple and allow the players 
to fly around and have fun.” 

Ariel Famaligi and Trey Darilek are the best 
of four returning blockers who will provide an 
offensive nucleus while the Miners work in a 
new quarterback and replace big-play receiver 
Lee Mays, who finished his career with 200 
catches, 2,908 yards and 28 TDs. 

‘The Miners may run more and throw less, 
with senior tailback Sherman Austin being 
backed up by blazing sophomore Howard 
Jackson, who rushed for 199 yards in his last two 
‘games last year and was the WAC’s Co-Freshman 
of the Year in indoor track. 

Jon Schaper takes over at quarterback after 
starting two games as a freshman last season. He 
was erratic as a passer (25-of-60 with five inter- 
ceptions), but is more mobile than graduated 
senior Wesley Phillips, and Nord thinks he is 
capable of making big plays on the run. Ml 


www.streetandsmiths.com 


93 


MOUNTAIN W 


| Mountain West Conference had been 
hoping for since its inception in 1999. 
Brigham Young University reeled off 


Without a Doman-ator, will the 
Cougs get Van Pelt-ed? 


BY LOREN JORGENSEN 


(SALT LAKE CITY) DEER 


akout season the 


c was the type of b 


dozen straight wins to open the season, 


earnii 


1 Top 10 national ranking in the 


process. Certainly the Cougars were threat- 


ening to crash the Bowl Championship 
Series’ private party. 
Or were they? 


fact of the matter is that BYU 


The 
and the MWC were denied a lucrative 
BC 


were knocked from ranks of the unbe: 


bow! berth even before the C 3 


en 
by Hawaii in the regular-season finale, It 


turns out, not surprisin 


y. that getting 
into a BCS bowl game is not a realistic 
goal for a member of the MWC. 


Going to any ol bowl game, on the 


other hand, isn’t such a tough task any- 


more. The MWC has agreements to send 


four of its eight teams to postseason games 


this ye: 


| Predictions 


1. BYU 

2. Colorado State 
3. New Mexico 

4. Utah 

5. UNLV 

6. 
7. San Diego State 
8. Wyoming 


ir Force 


The league champion will go to 


OFFENSE 


Bret Engemann junio, B10 

Reno Mahe, serio 810 

yan MGuffey, junio, Wyoming 
RB—Joe Haro, senior, UNLV 
B—Cecil Sapp juin, Colorado Stat 


TE—Joe! Dreessen, sophomore, Colorado State 


L—Adam Goldberg seni, Wyoming 
0.—Ben Archibald sero, BYU 
OL—Jordan Gross, senioy,Utal 
(0L—Johnathan Ingram, serio, San Diego Sate 
‘OL —Jason Lenzmeier 

Pk —Jarvis Wallum, sn 

8S —Deaxter Wynn jun 


All-Mountain West Team 


the Liberty Bowl, with other conference 
teams lined up to play in the Las Vegas, 
Seattle and San Francisco bowls, Those 
may sound like booby prizes to schools 
from BCS leagues, but any bowl berth is a 
big deal to teams and fans in the MWC. 


The league has had good success of 


late in postseason, too, Mountain West 
teams area combined 5-1 in bowls the past 
two years, with the only blemish being 
BYU’s Liberty Bowl loss to Louisville last 
New Year's Eve. 

A year ago BYU ran away with the 
7-0 mark behind the 


league title, posti 


rushing exploits of Doak Walker Award 


winner Luke Staley and the leadership and 
athleticism of QB Brandon Doman. Both 
Staley and Doman are gone, however, 
g MWC. foes 


unseating the Cougs. 


givin 


ic hopes of 


Colorado State, with a bend-but- 
don't-break defense and a gunslinger of a 
quarterback in tough Bradlee Van Pelt, 
appears to have the best chance of knock- 


ing BYU off its perch 


watch 


New Mexico at Air Force, September 7 
early-season game will determine a dark-horse league 
title contender. 


UNLV at San Diego State, October 26 
The league's two biggest disappointments of 01 are 
looking for redemption, 


BYU at Utah, November 23 

Conference tite wil ikely stil be up for grabs when 
these in-state vals meet in the final game ofthe 
regular season, 


DEFENSE 


DL—Garrett Smith, ero, ah 

OL 

DL—Ryan fata, eno, San Diego State 

DL —Ahmad Briggs eno, UNLV 

LB—Sheldon Dedkar, serio, Vah 

LB —EricPauly junio, Colorado State 

LB —Drew Wood sophomore, 

[Charles Moss, 

08 —Jemnaro Gilford juno, 

DB—Antwoine Sanders, junio, Utah 

DB—Paul Mayo, sein, Air Fore 

08—Ammold Parker juno, Utah 
Joey Huber sero, Colorado State 


DIVISION 


1-A 


players 


Fastest receiver:Joe Manning, WR, New Mexico 
Best hands: Ryan McGuffey, WR, Wyoming 

Best passing QB: Bret Engemann, BYU 

Best option QB: Chance Harridge, Air Force 

Most elusive RB: Dominique Dorsey, UNLV 

Best instincts: Reno Mahe, WR, YU 

Best athlete: Jason Thomas, 08, UNLV 

Best under pressure: Bradlee Van Pelt, 08, Colorado State 
Top NFL prospect: Ben Olson, (8, BYU 

Top impact freshman: Freddie Collins RB, San Diego State 
Hardest hitter: Sheldon Deckart, 8, Utah 

Biggest underachiever: Jason Thomas, 08, UNLV 


coaches 


Best strategist: Sonny Lubick, Colorado State 
Best recruiter: Gary Crowton, 8YU 
Coach on the pot: Vic Koenning, Wyoming 


surprised if. 


Wyoming actually wins a league game this 


year after going 0-14 the past two seasons 


opinion 


“I cant understand why San Diego State isnt 


a power in this league. (The Aztecs) always 


have outstanding athletes, they play in an 


NEL stadium, have the largest local recruiting 


base and have a beautiful city and climate to 


recruit to. Yer they seem to struggle almost 


—an MWC assistant coach 


recruits 


1. BY 
Landed several big-time players, including Ben 
Olson, the nation’s top prep QB 

2. Colorado State 

RB Tristan Walker could become a star in 
Rams’ one-back set 

3. San Diego State 

RB Freddie Collins averaged 8.6 yards per carry 
for nearly 2,500 yards as a prep. 

4. Utah 

TE Ben Allison, RB Brandon Warfield and 
WR Steven Savoy should help immediately. 

5. UNLV 

John Robinson is a good recruiter, but this isn’t 
one of his better classes. 

6. Wyoming 

Picked up OL Mark Schwarz from Florida. 
Word of advice: buy a warm coat 

7. New Mexico 

‘True freshman QB Kole McKarney could see 
play 
8. AirForce 

Who knows how good this class will be? 
Falcons dont sign letters of intent 


‘ime this season. 
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‘The Cougars, under first 
ple 
open football where statisticians and scoreboard 


ear coach Gary 


Crowton, played a crow: 


ing style of wide- 


operators had their work cut out 
for them last season. 
Defense?’ Who needed it? 


BYU surrendered 30-plus points 
and 450 yards per game—and still managed to 
win by an average of 16 points every time it took 
the field. 

Losing quarterback Brandon Doman and 
running back Luke Staley co NEL camps, how- 
ever, will be damaging, Staley averaged an incred- 
ible 8.1 yards every time he carried the ball, 
He also scored 28 touchdowns. It was no coinci- 
ak 
to end the season came when Staley was out 


dence that the Cougars’ two-game losing str 


with injuries, 

Still, the Cougars look to be the MWC team 
to beat. They have players with strong resumes 
to take over for departed stars. 


“Last season we had a lot of success,” Crowton 
says. “We had great leadership and some talented 
players. They are gone now and its our job co 


find new leaders and equally talented players to 
continue winning championships.” 


Marcus Whalen is one of those potential 


leaders. Whalen, who sat out last season after 
rushing for 209 yards on 38 carries (5.5 yards per 
carry) as a freshman, will take over as the fea- 
tured running back. Senior quarterback Bret 
Engemann, a part-time starter in 2000 before 
sitting out last year as a redshir, is the odds-on 
favorite to earn the covered BYU QB job. He 
good size (6-4, 220 pounds) and is a fine passer, 


as 


but doesnt have nearly the mobility to be as 
threatening a running weapon as Doman. BYU 
actually ran numerous option plays for Doman, 
who was a wishbone QB in high school. 
Crowson insists the option will remain in the 
Cougar playbook. Just don't expect Engemann, a 
better drop-back passer than Doman, to be very 
adept at running the football. 

Should 
the job done, a trio of highly toured youngsters 


ygemann get injured or fail to get 


waits in the wings. Sophomore Todd Mortensen 
will be joined by redshirt freshman Matt Berry 
and true freshman Ben Olson ina fight to backup 
Engemann. Olson, a consensus prep All-America, 
was considered by many as the top high school 
QB recruit in the country, 

Reno Mahe figures to again be BYU’s lead- 
ing receiver. He caught 91 passes for 1,211 yards 
and nine TDs last season. A big offensive line i 
anchored by Ben Archibald and Dustin Rykert. 

BYUs defense was much maligned last season, 


s when it needed to in several 


but ic made big pl 


close victories. Linebacker Paul Walkenhorst and 
cornerback Jernaro Gilford are the best of the six 
returning starters, 


Colorado State 


Under the direction of Sonny Lul 


ck, now 
in his 10th season in Fort Collins, the Rams have 
become perennial conference 
title contenders. This year should 


be no different—unless CSU i 

too beat-up or discouraged from 

a brutal non-league schedule to compete for the 
MWC crown. 

‘The Rams open the season in the Jim 


horpe Association Classic at Virginia. They will 
then play Colorado in Denver, followed by 
games at UCLA and at home against Louisville, 
CSU will also face Fresno State in Fresno before 
opening up MWC actior 


In other words, a .500 mark in non-league 
games would be a huge accomplishment. 

‘The Rams, champions of the New Orleans 
Bowl last season, will be gunning for a school- 
record fourth consecutive bowl berth. Under the 
direction of hard-nosed, athletic quarterback 
Bradlee Van Pelt, another postseason bid is prob- 
able, Van Pelt, the son of former New York 


Giants linebacker Brad Van Pelt and a transfer 


from Michigan State, isn't a great passer. But he 
pl 


of a linebacker and is always a threat to take off 


the QB position with the reckless abandon 


running with the ball for big gains when he 
drops back to pass, He rushed for 546 yards last 
season, including a 174-yard game . 
He also threw for 1,247 yards. 


Van Pele won't be Lubick’s only talented 


ground-gainer, however, Cecil Sapp, who was an 
All-MWC performer in 2000 before 
lasts 


itting out 
son to have a tumor in his leg removed, is 


back, and he showed signs of returning to his old 
self during spring drills, Also returning are last 
year’s leading rusher, Henri Childs, and Rahsaan 


Sanders, who has 992 career rushing yards. To 
make the backfield even more crowded, the 
Rams signed Tristan Walker, a highly touted 
prep recruic from Claremont, Californ 
Colorado State's defense will be anchored 
by a linebacker corps that returns four players 


who have been starters for at least a year, led by 
Eric Pauly, who led the MWC last season with 
115 tackles. Other top linebackers returning 
include Drew Wood, Adam Wade and David 
Vickers. Dexter Wynn, an all-league defensive 


back, is also one of the MWC's top return men. 


He averaged 15.3 yards per pune return and 26.1 
yards per kickoff return last season. 


OUNTAIN WEST 


Nick Speegle, New Mexico 


New Mexico 


After a 2-4 start to the s 


son, things 


looked, well, normal for the Lobo football pro- 
gram—which is to say things looked bleak, But 
the Lobos ended the season with 
a bang, winning four of five 
games for a 6-5 overall record 


and a 4-3 league mark that was 
good enough for a third-place tie with Utah. Ie 
was New Mexico's first winning season since 
1997, and just its fifth since 1979. 

Lobo coach Rocky Long's team has 
increased its win total every year since his one- 
win, baptism-by-fire season in 1998, The next 
step for Long's Lobos, of course, is getting to a 
bowl game, which certainly seems like an attain- 
able goal in 2002. 

Defense has been the key to the success New 


Mexico has had in recent seasons and thar should 


again be the 


se despite serious graduation losses 
Nose tackle Hebrews Josue is the only full-time 


starter back on the line, but part-time starters 


Daniel Kegler and D.J. Renteria are experie 
They will be pushed for playing time by juco 
transfers Casey Hamilton and Zach Rupp. 
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Second-team all-leaguer Charles Moss and 
Nick Speegle, one of the top freshman defenders 
in the country last season, highlight the line- 
backers. ‘Two starting safeties (Terrell Golden 
and David Hall) also return from last year's team 
that ranked 18th in the nation in total defense, 
as does cornerback David Crockett. 

New Mexico's offense should be improved 
behind the play of QB Casey Kelly, who went 
5-2 as a starter last season. Kelly will have several 
experienced receivers to throw to, including 
Dwight Counter (43 catches for 774 yards in 
‘01) and speedster Joe Manning (26 for 482). 
‘Three starters and several other experienced 
players return to the offensive line. The Lobos) 
biggest concern is at running back, where they 
have little experience. Senior Quincy Wright will 
battle redshire freshmen Dontrell Moore and 
Tony Frazier for playing time. 


Garrett Smith, Utah 
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Utah 

Ron McBride's Utes had the most balanced 
team in the league last season. Utah was solid on 
both sides of the ball—and particularly strong 

on defense. The Utes were 13th in 

the country in scoring defense, 

giving up an average of only 18.5 

points in regular-season games. 
“They were even better in the postseason, surren- 
dering just six points in their Las Vegas Bow! vic- 
tory over Southern Cal. 

“The Ute defense should again be outstanding. 
Eight starters return, including hard-hitting line- 
backer Sheldon Deckart and all-league defensive 
linemen Jason Kaufusi and Garrett Smith. Junior 
safeties Antwoine Sanders and Arnold Parker 
lead the Ure defensive backfield. Parker may be 
switched to cornerback this season, the position 
McBride sees being his future in the NFL. 

The Ute offense, meanwhile, picked up 
plenty of yardage in ’01, ranking 24th in the 


nation by averaging 429 yards per outing, But it 
often had trouble once it got into the red zone. 
Much of the blame from Ute boosters for Utah's 
offensive miscues was placed squarely on the 
shoulders of QB Lance Rice, who is back for his 
junior season. While many Ute fans would like 
to see what Rice’s backups (Ryan Breska and 
Brett Elliott) can do, Rice emerged out of spring 
drills as the No. 1 QB once again. 

The running back tandem of Dameon 
Hunter and Adam Tate, who combined to rush 
for 2,215 yards in "01, is gone. Also graduated is 
leading wide receiver and NFL draft pick Cliff 
Russell and a pair of all-league offensive linemen. 

Rice, who passed for 2,086 yards and 16 
TDs, will have wide receiver Josh Lyman (36 
catches, 582 yards) to throw to. Beyond that, 
there is little experience at the skill positions for 
the Ute offense. A trio of talented (but untested 
in Division I-A) running backs—Mary Johnson, 
J.R. Peroulis and incoming JC All-America 
Brandon Warfield—will be vying for carries. 
Juco transfers Larry Miles and Lynzell Jackson 
will see time immediately at the wide receiver 
positions. The offensive line should again be a 
team strength with Jordan Gross and Dustin 
McQuivey. 


UNLV 


A year ago Jason Thomas was being touted 

asa Heisman Trophy candidate. Many were pre- 

dicting thar the UNLV quarterback was going to 

lead the Rebels to the top of the 

MWC after leading them to a 

Las Vegas Bowl victory in 2000. 

Instead Thomas—and the 

rest of the Rebels—struggled to start the year 

and then never really recovered after going 0-4 

out of the gate. Not only had Thomas quickly 

fallen out of Heisman Trophy contention, but 

many Rebel fans wanted Thomas benched dur- 
ing the 4-7 season. 

“We were reminded last season how small 
the margin of error is in winning and losing a 
football game,” says veteran UNLV coach John 
Robinson. 

Those doubting Thomas may be in for a 
shock this season. His surgically repaired shoulder 
is healthy and he’ in better shape than ever before, 
thanks to a new conditioning program. While he 
‘was still effective running the ball last season (481 
yards rushing), his passing numbers were down 
from his sophomore year. Look for Thomas to 
return to his sophomore form as a senior, 

Joe Haro, who gained 1,107 yards last season, 
returns to head the talented running back corps. 
Also back is Dominique Dorsey, the MWC 
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PAUL JASIENSKI 


Jason Thomas, UNLV 


Freshman of the Year who averaged 6.6 yards per 
carry. Add to the mix Larry Croom, a former 
starter at Arizona, and you'll see why Robinson 
likes his backfield. 

The linebackers will be the strength of the 
defense, led by Ryan Claridge, who had 71 tack- 
les last season, and Adam Seward (60 tackles). 
Joining them is Tyrone Tucker, a transfer from 
Towa State. Jamal Wynn, a starting cornerback 
from last year, and former Alabama starter 
Connie Brown, a free safety, will lead the defen- 
sive backfield. 


MOUNTAIN WEST 


UNL 
whelming. The Rebels will host Wisconsin, 
Kansas and Nevada, while traveling to Oregon 
State and Toledo for non-league battles. 


’s schedule is strong, but not over- 


Air Force 
The Falcons have three goals entering every 
season: first, win the Commander-in-Chief's 
trophy; second, win the MWC title; and third, 


go to a bowl game. 
Army and Navy to win the 


Last year, Air Force reached 
one of its goals—by beating both 
Commander-in-Chief’s Trophy. That may be the 


best the Falcons can do again this year, as they 
will have to replace 15 starters from last season's 
6-6 club. 

AFA, once again, will be turning over the 
keys of its potent option attack to another driver. 
Chance Harridge, a backup to senior QB Keith 
Boyea last season, will take over that crucial posi- 
tion, Harridge finished 2001 with 181 yards 
rushing on 30 carries. 

“L have a lot of confidence in Chance,” says 
Fisher DeBerry, now in his 19th season with the 
Falcons. “He's demonstrated more leadership on 
and off the field than any young quarterback 
we've had here.” 

‘That's high praise considering some of the 
fine option QBs to play at the Academy. 

While the Falcons have more holes to fill 
than most MWC teams, they do return a three- 
year starter at halfback in Leotis Palmer, who 
rushed for 516 yards last season, second only 
to Boyea. 

‘Three linebackers return from last year's 


defensive squad that ranked second-to-last in 
the league—outside linebackers Matt McCraney 
and Monty Coleman and. inside linebacker 
Anthony Schlegel. The defensive backfield has 
some experience in corners Paul Mayo and 
Wes Crawley. 

‘The Falcons have a favorable schedule that 
will sce them host seven games—including 
Notre Dame and Northwestern. Air Force also 
gets MWC favorites BYU and Colorado State in 


Falcon Stadium. 


San Diego State 

‘Tom Craft, a former San Diego State quar- 
terback, is the only new head coach in the league 
this year. He comes to SDSU from nearby 

Palomar Junior College, replac- 
ing Ted Tollner, whose clubs 
suffered through back-to-back 
3-8 campaigns. 

Craft, who led the Aztecs to a 10-1 record 
by completing 69 percent of his passes in 1976, 
is hoping to awaken the MWC’ sleeping giant. 
Ic won't be easy and it may not be immediate, 
but Craft vows to have the high-scoring Aztecs 
back to their winning ways of old. 

“Ie is special to go back to your alma mater 
where you have real affection and genuine emo- 
tional ties,” says Craft, who served under Tollner 
as offensive coordinator at SDSU from 1994-96. 
“T know what it will take for us to have the kind 
of program that we all want for San Diego State. 
We will be successful.” 

It may be too much to ask, however, for the 
Aztecs to be successful in 2002. Rebuilding takes 
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a 
Kirk Morrison, San Diego State 


time, Not only are there graduated seniors to 


replace—like star running back L 


ty Ned and 
his 1,549 yards rushing and 15TDs last season— 


‘he 


but there are new schemes to implement. 
Aztecs will feature a one-back, spread offense 
that will puc the ball into the air often. They will 
run a no-huddle attack at times. 

“We have to be able to throw the football to 


be successful this se 


son,” Craft says, Vying to be 
the starting QB are senior Lon Sheriff and junior 
Adam Hall, both of whom haves 


arted in the past. 
Vereran receiver J.R, Tolver will be back as a 


prime target, along with a couple of other seniors 


who are new to the program. Ronnie Davenport 


is a transfer from California, while Kassim 


Osgood earned I-AA All-America status at Cal 
Poly before becoming an Aztec. James Truvillion, 


who sat out last se: 


son with an injury, is at the 
top of the depth chart at running back, 

“The defense is led by a defensive line that 
includes Ryan fat 
and Akbar Gbaj 


at some point during the past two seasons, 


Anthony Foli, Amon Arnold 


Biamila, all of whom started 


Kirk Morrison is the top linebacker, bur the 


secondary will be inexperienced. 


Wyoming 


Coach Vic Koenning has been through the 


Mountain West wars two times already—and 
has yet to win a league game. That doesnt sit well 
on the Wyoming plains, where the 
Cowboys were annually one of the 


ms in the old WAC of the 


not-so-distant past. 


top tea 


‘The cupboard is not completely bate for the 


"Pokes, however. 


There is hope that th 


it leagu 


losing streak will come to an end. Wyoming 


returns the top QB in the league—at least in 


terms of yardage produced—in junior Case) 
Bramlett. Bramlete averaged 279 yards passing 


per game last season, but he threw only 


‘TDs with 20 interceptions. His numbe 


a bit deceiving since many of his yards came after 


the Cowboys had fallen well behind and needed 
to score in a hurry to have any chance to get back 
into the game. 

Bra 


receivers to throw to, Sure-handed Ryan McGutfcy, 


mlett does have one of the league's bese 


only a junior, led the league last season, avera 


ing 7.2 receptions per game, The Cowboy: 


other top four receivers return as well, meaning 


the people responsible for 216 of a toral of 


catches last season return. Also back is all-league 
offensive lineman Adam Goldberg. New junior 
college running back Reymon Murphy (San Jose 
Community College) will be vying for immedi- 
ate playing time 

T 


troubling the past couple of 


he Wyoming def 1 particularly 


‘The Cowboy 


ranked last in the league in total defense (surren- 
dering 465 yards per game) and scoring defense 
(giving uy 
Wyoming's top returning defender is Guy Tuell, 


n average of 33.5 points) a year ago. 


an honorable-mention all-league defensive back 
last season, 

Trying for some immediate help in the 
defensive backfield, Koenning signed four junior 
college secondary stars as well as a juco line- 


backer, Ryan Zodd 


Wyoming's kicking game is strong with the 


return of punter Luke Donovan and placekicker 


Jarvis Wallum, who booted five field goals in a 


non-league win over Utah State last yeat. Ml 
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Herd will ride again over 
expanding league that now 
stretches to Central Florida. 


BY STAN SUTTON 
BLOONIGTON HERALD-TIMES 


he addition of Central Florida as a 
Te of the East Division gives 

the Mid-American a new look this 
year, shifting Bowling Green to the West 
Division for a 14-team format. 

‘The Golden Knights have competed 
as an independent since the program 
began in 1979 ae the Division II level. 
‘They made the move to I-AA in 1990 
before becoming a Division I in 1996. 
UCEF has a 10-4 record against teams from 


the MAC since moving to Division I. 

‘The Mid-American placed two teams 
in the final Top 25 for the first time ever 
last season. The USA Today/ESPN poll 
listed Marshall No. 21 and Toledo No. 22 
in its final count, 

‘Toledo won its first MAC Champion- 
ship Game in three tries with a 41-36 tri- 
umph over Marshall, The Rockets trailed 
23-0 in the first half but were revived by 


Predictions 


EAST DIVISION 

1, Marshall 

2. Miami 

3. Central Florida 
4. Akron 

5. Kent State 

6. Buffalo 

7. Ohio 


WEST DIVISION 

1. Toledo 

2. Bowling Green 

3. Western Michigan 
4. Ball State 

5. Northern Illinois 

6. Central Michigan 
7. Eastern Michigan 


Leftwich, 08, Marshall. 
Ailstyury, DE, Western Michigan 
Elton Patterson, DE, Central Horida 
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NEIL draft pick Chester Taylor’ 188 rush- 
ing yards, 

Marshall’s Byron Leftwich threw for 
421 yards in that game and returns this 
season as the top offensive force in the 
Mid-American and an outside contender 
for the Heisman, 

Toledo went 10-2 in Tom Amstutz’s 
first season as head coach, He had played 
for the Rockets and was an assistant coach 
there 21 years, 

‘The strength of the MAC became 
evident last year when two conference 
teams competed in bow! games for the 
first time in the league's 56-year history. 


EAST DIVISION 


‘1 Marshall 


‘The Thundering Herd was supposed 
to be undergoing a youth movement last 
season, but that didn't keep Marshall 

from going unbeaten in 
the MAC and posting an 
11-2 record. 
‘That earned coach 
Bob Pruct’s team its fifth successive 
bowl appearance and a 64-61 victory 
over East Carolina in the GMAC Bowl 
in Mobile, Alabama. 

As the bowl’s score suggests, Marshall 
needs to shore up its defense, but Pruett 
has a cupboard full of players who were 
redshirted last season because of injuries 
or suspensions. 

The offense lose only two starters and 
keeps quarterback Byron Leftwich, who 
has thrown for 7,635 yards in his career, 
Receivers Darius Watts, Josh Davis and 
Deneto Marriott are outstanding, and 
accounted for 226 catches and 32 rouch- 
downs last season. They combined for 
more than 3,000 yards receiving in 2001. 

Georgia transfer Jason Radder and 
Eddie Smolder are the tight ends, and 


Marshall at Virginia Tech, September 12 
| Miami at Marshall, November 12 


Chanston Rodgers has returned from ACL 
surgery to play tailback. Franklin Wallace 
also returns after rushing for 796 yards 
and nine touchdowns. 

‘The Herd’s offensive line lost only 
one of its top 10 from last year, Tackles 
Steve Sciullo and Nate MePeek and 
guard Steve Perretta were All-MAC selec- 
tions. Center Jeff Edwards is cut from the 
same cloth but missed time because of a 
neck injury. 

Marshall ranked 106th nationally 
against the rush, and the line has only 
Orlando Washington returning, With two 
starts, Duran Smith is the most experi- 
enced linebacker, and former cornerback 
‘Terrance Tarpley has been moved to the 
whip linebacker spot. The corners will be 
Roberto Terrell and Yancey Satterwhite. 


Byron Leftwich, Marshall 


Toledo at Western Michigan, November 16 
Toledo at Bowling Green, November 23 


‘Matt Pusateri, Miami 


2 Miami 


‘The RedHawks posted seven straight victo- 
ries at midseason but lost their final three to 
finish 7-5. They will be led by quarterback Ben 
Roethlisberger, who completed 63 percent of his 
throws for 3,105 yards and 25 
touchdowns last year 
Roethlisberger completed 40 
of 53 passes for 452 yards against 
Hawaii and threw for five touchdowns against 
Ohio. He has a bevy of receivers returning, 
including Jason Branch (46 catches), Eddie 
Tillitz (43) and Mike Larkin (37). 

‘The top rushers are Luke Clemens, who 
gained 483 yards, and Cal Murray, who aver- 
ards over 47 carries. Returning to the 
are Ben Herrell, Frank Smith and 


Justin Smith. 

Miami keeps seyen starters on defense, 
including linemen Phil Smith and Ryan Terry. 
Terrell Jones is back at middle linebacker and 
Nathan Clayton and Mate Robillard are veteran 
outside backers. The secondary still has corner- 
back Mile Bowen and strong safety Matt 
Pusateri. Jones was in on 124 tackles, two more 
than Pusateri. Robillard had 109 stops, including 
13 tackles for loss and five sacks. 


3 Central Florida 

‘The Golden Knights posted a 6-5 record in 
their final season as an independent and will tackle 
their new challenge with cight starters returning 


was ranked 16th in the country, 


The UCF defense features end Elton 
Patterson, who had 21 tackles for loss and nine 


on offense and three on defense. 
Coach Mike Kruczek’s biggest 
concern is retooling a defense that 


sacks. His running mate, Rashad Jeanty, was in 
on cight tackles for loss and four sacks, Other 
veterans include tackle Larry Brown, cornerback 
Asante Samuel and safety Atari Bigby. 

Bill D’Ottavio takes over as defensive coor- 
dinator in place of Gene Chizik, who became 
coordinator at Auburn, 

The offense still has wide receivers Jimmy 
Fryzell and Doug Gabriel, who combined for 
61 catches and 11 couchdowns. Tailback Alex 
Haynes ran for 690 yards and nine scores as a 
sophomore, while quarterback Ryan Schneider 
completed 204 of 357 passes for 2,923 yards and 
17 touchdowns last season, 

UCE’s schedule may be the roughest in 
the MAC, with road games at Penn State and 
Arizona State and a home date against Syracuse. 


4 Akron 


‘The Zips suffered six season-ending injuries 
to members of the first and second units, con- 
tributing to a 4-7 record last season, Eighth-year 


on offense and six on defense. 


Charlie Frye is back at quarterback after a stellar 
freshman season. Also returning is his favorite 


coach Lee Owens foresees better 
luck and a better team, 
Akron keeps only four starters 


target, Matt Cherry, who caught 48 passes for 
630 yards and also is a dangerous pune returner, 

Others back on offense are running back 
Brandon Payne, who is mending after knee sur- 
gery but has the porential to be one of the best 
backs in the MAC, and lineman Aaron Conley. 

Junior running back Bob Hendry rushed 
for 819 yards last season, and he'll get help from 
Minnesota transfer Marcus Sanders. 

Joe Tresey has taken over as defensive coor- 
dinator and retains linemen Marques Hayes, 
Ryan Schulz and Ryan Gargasz, plus linebacker 
Ryan Myers (team-leading 77 tackles) and defen- 
sive backs John Fuller and Rickey McKenzie. 
Dwayne LeFall, who sat out last season, should 
help the pass rush. 


5 Kent State 
‘The Golden Flashes tied for fourth in the 


East Division while posting a 6-5 record for 
fifth-year coach Dean Pees. A rough 2002 sched- 


ule includes a visit to Ohio State 


final six games in 2001, beating Miami of Ohio, 
Ball State, Ohio, Buffalo and Northern Illinois 
during that run and averaging 32 points for 


for the first-ever meeting between 
the two Ohio schools. 
Kent Stare won five of its 


the five wins. It was Kene’ first winning season 
since 1987. 

‘The Golden Flashes received 1,019 rushing 
yards out of freshman quarterback Joshua 
Cribbs, who averaged 6.2 yards a carry. Cribbs 
also completed 55 percent of his passes for 1,516 
yards and threw only five interceptions among 
238 passes. Running back David Alston ran for 
633 yards and averaged 5.3 yards a carry as a 
sophomore, 

Defensively, the Flashes led the Mid- 
American in pass-cfficiency defense. 

Kent must replace Brian Hallett, an all- 
conference offensive linemen, and outside line= 
backer James Harrison, also an All-MAC selection 
in 2001, 


6 Buffalo 


Buffalo made significant strides under first 
year coach Jim Hofher last season, including an 
end to the Bulls’ 18-game losing streak, hac 

came against Connecticut, a team 


thar had beaten Buffalo five 

straight times, 

The Bulls also posted their 

first shutout in the MAC, a 44-0 belting of 
Ohio, which had outscored Buffalo 137-26 in 
their three previous meetings. Then there was a 


26-19 vietory over Army when Buflalo was a 
three-touchdown underdog, 

With some confidence under theit belts, the 
Bulls hope to reach new standards. Hother keeps 
15 starters, including nine on offense. Those 
include four offensive linemen and tight end 
Chad Bartoszek, the Bulls’ leading receiver 

“The veteran linemen are Andy Avery, Eric 
Weber, Erik Zeppuhar and Jeff Mills. The tight 
end position is deep because Marvin Brereton 
received a sixth year of eligibility after missing 
last year with a knee injury. 

‘The quarterback stakes may not be settled 
until fall, Randall Secky is coming back from 
elbow surgery and competing with redshire 
freshman PJ. Piskorik. Andre Forde is the most 
experienced wide receiver and Marquis Dwarte is 
set at running back. 

Buffalo lost four starters from the defensive 
line, but its coaches see potential in Anthony 
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Andriano, who had six tackles for loss as a fresh- 
man. The linebacker corps also was depleted but 
keeps Lamar Wilcher. 

The secondary should be Buffalo's strongest 
position, with Mike Lambert, Mark Graham 
and J.J. Gibson back as starters. 


7 Ohio 


‘The Bobcats experienced a disappointing 
1-10 season despite having 17 starters returning 
from the previous year, when they went 7-4, 

Many of the problems related 
toa porous defense, so former coor- 
dinator Tim DeRuyter was brought 
back to straighten out the unit. 


Ohio wene into the spring with the quarter- 
back position unsettled. Dontrell Jackson, an 
option specialist, was injured in midseason and 
backup Freddie Ray stepped in, Ray can run the 
option but is more of a pure passer than Jackson, 

‘The Bobeats also retain Chad Brinker, who 
missed much of last season but is Ohio's most 
versatile back. He averaged 98 yards rushing dur- 
ing his four games. 

Ohio throws sparingly, as Joe Mohler led 
the team with 21 catches, Veterans in the offen- 
sive line are tackles Dennis Thompson and Chris 
Jackson and center Doug Wooten. 

‘The secondary has some strength with Joe 
Sellers and Bop White, who has 11 career inter- 
ceptions, Ohio State transfer Rob Stover could 
play in the backfield or at linebacker. The line 
keeps Lamar Martin, but he'll be surrounded by 
young players, Demetri Taylor has the most 
experience at linebacker, 

A big loss was Dave Zastudil, who led the 
MAC in punting four years. Kevin Kerr, a four- 
year placekicker, may punt as well 


WEST DIVISION 
1 Toledo 


‘The Rockets have some holes to ill but claim 
a strong senior class to build around. Toledo’ all- 
everything tailback, Chester Taylor, is gone, but 

‘Webster Jackson, Adam Cuomo and 
F “Trinity Dawson are viewed as solid, 
len Ie soroslcacals successors. 

‘The quarterback position is also 
open and could be a three-way race between senior 
Brian Jones, redshirt freshman Bruce Gradkowski 
and junior college transfer Cedric Stevens. 

‘A veteran offensive line is led by tackle Nick 
Kaceut, Donta Greene caught 62. passes last sea- 
son and Catl Ford, a breakaway threat, grabbed 
46. Chris Holmes and Andrew Clatke share the 
tight end spot. 


Much is expected from defensive end Frank 
Ofili, who'll be paired up frone with Chaz 
Williams and Don Gaines. The inside linebackers 
are set with Tom Ward and David Gardner, but 
the outside linebackers will be new. 

Four-year starter Andy Boyd left a void in 
the secondary, but Jehu Anderson and Brandon 
Hefllin are experienced. Demetris Simms probably 
will be Boyd's replacement. 

Placekicker’Todd France will be missed after 
setting numerous school records and kicking a 
55-yarder in 2001. 


2 Bowling Green 
First-year coach Urban Meyer was named 
MAC Coach of the Year after the Falcons won 
cight games and led the conference in total 
defense, rushing defense, turnover 
margin, fumbles recovered and 
interceptions. Bowling Green was 
fourth nationally against the rush 
and third in turnover margin, 
On offense, the key returnee is quarter- 
back Andy Sahm, who has a career completion 


Andy Sahm, Bowling Green 
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percentage of .575. All-MAC wide receiver 
Robert Redd was Sahm’ favorite target with 
72 receptions, Cole Magner and James Hawkins 
will supplement the receiving corps. 

‘The running game features seniors Joe Alls 
and Godfrey Lewis. 

‘The Falcons have a veteran offensive line led 
by center Jon Mazur, tackle Dennis Wendel and 
guard Greg Kupke. 

Bowling Green had 18 interceptions last sea- 
son, with Janssen Patton running his career toral 
to eight. Keon Newson will be the other corer- 
back, Senior Jerry Wagner is the likely free safety. 

Tackle Alex Glantzis is the lone returnee in 
the line, but former starter D,J. Owchar will be 
at nose guard, Chad Haneline is the most expe- 
rienced linebacker, 


3 Western Michigan 
‘The first order of business for coach Gary 
Darnell is replacing quarterback Jeff Welsh, who 
became Western Michigan’ fourth-leading all- 
time passer with 4,849 yards. Junior 

BS Jon Drach looms as the starter, but 
fF may be pushed by redshirt freshmen 

Blayne Baggett and Mitch John. 
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Justin Beriault, Bal State 


‘The Broncos are led defensively by Anthony 
Allsbury, a two-time All-MAC end, He'll work 
in the line with Chris Browning and Jason 
Babin, who combined for 12 sacks last season. 
Linebacker Bryan Lape tied a school record with 
six forced fumbles and led the Broncos with 122 
tackles, Jason Malloy joins him at linebacker. 
Another All-MAC pk 


has been moved from safety to wide receiver, 


1, Jermaine Lewis, 


which leaves Jason Feldpausch as the lone veteran 
es Woods 


and Philip Reed fought off various ailments in 


in the secondary. Running backs Charl 


2001 but combined for 905 rushing yards. The 


offensive line features Kevin Kramer and Jak 
Gasaway, but three spots are open for newcomers. 


Western Michigan has depth at receiver 


with Kendrick Mosley, Brandon Johnson and 
Antonio Thomas. Mobolaji Afariogun is one of 


the best tight ends in the MAC. 


“I think we will have one of the premier 


receiving corps in the league,” Darnell says. 


Ball State 


he Cardinals are led by tailback Marcus 


Merriweather, who rushed for 1,244 yards and 


12 touchdowns last season. He is only the 


\ 


ond back ar Ball State to rush for 


more than 1,000 yards in succes 


sive seasons. 


Merriweather will be 


ided by 


four returning offensive linemen—Kris Berry, 


David Miller, Colin Johnson and ‘Travis Barclay 
Talmadge Hill has started the past 18 games at 
quarterback and his favorite targets include tight 
. Sean Schmebra 


ends Jon Eckert and Tim Str 
is a fixture at wide receiver, 
Defensively, Ball State still has its two lead- 
ing tacklers, linebackers Lorenzo Scott and Justin 
Beriault, and also keeps cornerbacks Jesse Avant 
and Steve Monson and tackle Greg Pagnar. 
“We have all these young players on defense 


and we are not sure who will line up where yet, 


coach Billy Lynch says. 
Scott has led the Cardinals in tackling each of 


the past two seasons. Last year he had 124 stops, 


including 13 tackles for loss and three sacks, 


‘The Cards’ 5-6 record in 2001 included losses 


to two SEC schools, Auburn and Kentucky. 


} Northern Illinois 


The Huskies went 6-5 while finishing in a 


three-way tie for the West Division title last 

season. The tough schedule included a 17-12 
loss co Illinois and a 38-35 loss 
to Wake Forest. 


Coach Joe Novak keeps 
offensive linemen Tim Vincent, 
Mark Orseula, Shaun Schroeder and ‘Todd 


Ghilani along with tight end Matt Dunker. 


‘Thomas Hammock, who ran for 1,096 yards, is 
established at tailback, and PJ. Fleck returns 
after carching 59 passes as a wideout. 

The Huskies will have to replace quarter- 
back Chris Finlen, who threw for 2,036 yards 


and 14 touchdowns. 


Returning defensive starters are end Tr 


avis 
Moore, tackle Anthony Falbo and nose tackle 
Eric Didesch. Larry Williams and Nick Duffy 
are established linebackers who combined for six 
nd 21 tackles for loss in 2001. Duffy was 


in on 125 tackles, Williams 123. 


s 


Strong safety Akil Grant was the Huskies’ 


third-leading tackler with 114 stops. Free safety 
Lionel Hickenbottom will work alongside Grant. 
Northern Illinois lost two starters on 


de 


se—linebacker Ryan Laurenti and end 


rent Clemen. Voids were left on offense by the 
departure of flanker Darrell Hill, tight end Joe 


Reed, guard John Pedersen and Finlen. 


Central Michigan 
Chippewas coach Mike DeBord enters his 


fourth season with 41 letterme 


including nine 
returning starters on both offense and defense. 

Derek Gorney returns for his 

senior season at quarterback and 

keeps Rob Turner, Rod Means 

and Will 

Humphrey is set at tight end and ‘Terrence 

Jackson, a 230-pounder, is established at tailback. 

je Adam 

ey and Derek 


Hill as wideouts. Tory 


The offensive line still has ta 


Kieft and guards Kyle Cros 


McLaughlin, The prin 
tackle Mate B 


A verer: 


pal losses on offense were 


yton and center Anders Hill 


n defensive crew retains ends Cullen 
Jenkins and Matt Reynolds, tackle Marvin Smith, 
linebackers Darvin Lewis and Ed Hillery and 
defensive backs Ron Bartellman and Rodrico Epps. 

Phe Chippewas, who went 3-8 in 2001, 
will miss middle guard Josh Skeel and corner- 


back Tedaro F 


nce, 


7 Eastern Michigan 
Jeff Woodruff’s rebuilding program enters 


its third season following a 2-9 campaign, but he 


believes two good recruiting cla 


es have put the 
program on firm footin 
“Wel 


players record personal bests in the 


¢ had 94 percent of our 


Ss 


them have increased their speed,” Woodruff say 
The 
including quarterback Kainoa / 


agles return five starters on off 


nse, 


Akina, who 


completed 140 of 267 passes as a true fresh- 
man. He also was the team’s second-leading 


rusher. Tailback Chris R. Roberson also ran 755 


yards as a freshman and will be supported by 
Ime Akpan, 

Kevin Walter leads the receivers after mak- 
ing 62 catches in 2001, but the offensive line has 
only two returning regulars in tight end Kevin 


Zureki and guard Dan Davis. 


‘The loss of linebackers Scott Russell and 
Kenny Philpot, both four-year starters, leaves a 


big void. The defensive line retains Matt Kudu, 


Jari Brown and Chri 
backfield stil 
Middleton and sophomores Michael Woods and 


J. Roberson. The defensive 


has senior cornerback Erick 


Jerry Gaines, who were rushed into the lineup by 


necessity last year. 


ern Michigan will play @ 12-game 
schedule that includes dates at Michigan State 
and Maryland. . 


weight room and 58 percent of 
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MTSU hopes to survive 


‘growing pains’ 


on way to title. 


BY TOMMY HICKS 
MOBILE REGISTER 


s the Sun Belt Conference heads 


into its second season of football 


competition, it does so having 


id look- 


taken small steps in its first year 


ing to take bigger ones, 
Middle ‘Tennessee opened last season 
by defeating Southeastern Conference 


member Vanderbilt 37, 


on the road, 


and the 


ague played in its first postsea- 
son game, the New Orleans Bowl. 


There's also the bad news. Only one 


team (Middle Tennessee) finished the sea- 
son with a winning record, but unfortu- 
nately it wasn’t the league representative in 
the New Or 


to North Texas (5-7), based on tie-breakers. 


ns Bowl. That honor went 


North Texas then was crushed by Colorado 
State 45-20 at the Superdome 
forward, hav- 


Still, the league pushes 


ing signed Conference USA to a multi- 
year contract to face its champion in the 
New Orle 
Running back Dwone Hicks of Middle 


ns Bowl beginning this y 


ear. 


Tennessee has received some national 
attention for his play, and the bow! game 
received a good TV rating. 

Middle Tent 


the team to beat a 


ssee opens the season as 


gain, with North Texas, 


1s, expected to con- 


tend as well. Louisiana-Lafayette should 


also be an improved te: 
On 
uling will find Sun Bele teams playing at 


m. 


again, non-conference sched- 


some tough venues, Arkansas State opens 


at Virginia Tech, with other stops at Illinois 


Predictions 


1. Middle Tennessee 
2. North Texas 

3. Louisiana-Lafayette 
4. New Mexico State 
5. Arkansas State 

6. Louisiana-Monroe 
7. Idaho 


OFFENSE: Dwone Hicks, RB, Middle Tennesse 
DEFENSE: Charles Tillman, DB, Lovisiana-Lafayette 
NEWCOMER: Lamar Lee, DB, Arkai 
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and Ole Miss. Idaho visits Oregon and 
Washington, Lafayette will play ar LSU and 
‘Texas A&M. Louisiana-Monroe is at Ole 
Miss, K. 
Tennessee plays at Alabama and Tennessee. 


nsas State and Auburn. Middle 


New Mexico State travels to Georgia and 


South Carolina. North Texas tangles at 


as, Alabama, TCU and Arizona 
Call them “growing pains. 


1 Middle Tennessee 
The Blue Raid 
thing right last season. Almost. The one 


ets did almost every- 


big slip they made—losing to North Texas 

on the road by three points—was costly, 
for the Blue Raiders and the 

ny Sun Belt. It led to North 
: 


as and Middle 
sharing the Sun Belt cham- 


Tennessee 


pionship and 5-6 North Texas, not the 
8-3 Blue Raiders, receiving the league's 
Bowl. 

MTSU has plenty of incentive this 


berth in the New Orle 


season, not to mention plenty of talent 
Dwone Hicks, the league's best running 


back, is one of eight returning offensive 


starters, and the school has already 
embarked on a Heisman Trophy campaign 


for the 5-foo 


11, 225-pound senior. Hicks 
collected 1,143 yards and 20 touchdowns 
a year ago. 


Helping Hicks’ Heisman campaign 


will be an offensive line that returns 
intact—Brandon Westbrook, Ds 
Glen E 
and tight end Lucas Frost. The biggest 


vid Coy, 


larbee, Kevin Pascoe, Julius Gant 


change will be at quarterback, where 
Andrico Hines takes over for Wes Counts. 
Hines has speed and the ability to run— 


added qualities for the attack—but also 
possesses what one Blue Raider calls a 
“cannon for an arm.” Helll gee the chance 
to test that arm with a strong complement 


of wide receivers, seven of the top nine 


from a year ago. 


The defense will be important, espe- 


cially the play of the secondary, which is 


Middle Tennessee at Alabama, August 31 
Louisiana-Lafayette at LSU, October 5 


the area of most concern with this team. 
In 1999, MTSU ranked No. 108 in the 
country in total defense, Last year it 
was No. 73. The group uses a 3-3-stack 
alignment 

Shawn Allen will be at one cornerback 
spot and juco transfers Tony Sutton and 
Aaron Pitts are expected to help right away. 


Up front, Samuel Smith, Jerry Vanderpool 
and Curtis Daniely lead the way. The line- 
backers are Sheldon Durham, Randy 
Arnold and Blake Morris. 

MTSUSs schedule 


turing four SEC teams. 


a tough one, fea- 
rh 


in Birmingham against Alabama 


season begins 


and 


then moves on to Tennessee. A trip to 
Kentucky follows and later a trip to 
Vanderbilt. The rematch with North Texas 
is at home November 23. 


2 North Texas 
While Middle Tennessee is getting 
lots of attention, the Mean Green is send- 
ing a message that it lost only one Sun Belt 
game last year, too. Granted, 
it was to Louisiana-Monroe, 
a team that finished next to 
last in the league, but it was 
. And while the 


the only conference los 


Mean Green lost its first five games of the 


a 


1, it did win the next five before losing 
its final two. 


All 11 offensive starters are back this 


year to go along with nine on defense, 


returnees include quarterback Scott 
who threw for 1,453 yards; running 
backs Kevin Galbreath (1,119 rushing 
yards) and Patrick Cobbs (399); tight 
end Jeff Muenchow and wide receivers 
George Marshall and Kevin Howard. The 
Mean Green concentrated mainly on 
developing depth this spring 

Defi 
Kassell will be missed at linebacker, but 


sively, all-conference pick Brad 


there are replacements at the ready. 
Returning starter Cody Spencer will likely 
move to the inside spot that Kassell held, 
with Taylor Casey and Chris Hurd filling 
outside roles. Brandon Kennedy, Chris 
Malver, Adrian Awasom and Darrell Daniels 
will serve up front. The secondary will find 
Jonas Buckles, Craig Jones, Walter Priestley 


and Don McGee in the starting spots. 


North Texas at Louisiana-Lafayette, October 26 
North Texas at Middle Tennessee, November 23 


Jeff Muenchow, North Texas 


The Mean Green faces Texas in the opener 
and will later play at Alabama, TCU and Arizona. 


3 Louisiana-Lafayette 

The Ragin’ Cajuns are another interesting 
team that could make some positive things hap- 
pen this season. They have 10 offensive 


carters 
back from last year’s 3-8 team, with six return- 


ing on defer ill, there are 


some changes with this team, 


especially on offense. Hopes are 
FP” chat the changes will add some 
spark to the attack. 

Last season, Lafayette tried to spread the 


‘iver 


ficld by employing a lot of four- and five-re 


sets. This year, that approach will be abandoned 


for the most part. New coach Rickey Bustle, the 
former offensive coordinator at Virginia Tech 
who recruited and coached Michael Vick, is 
determined to shake things up. In fact, he is 
determined the school will have its first-ever 
1,000-yard running back. A couple of Ragin’ 
Cajun quarterbacks have rushed for more than 
1,000 yards in a season before, but never a 


running back. That should set the stage for 


Jerome Coleman, who picked up 625 yards last 
season in 10 games. Dontrell Davis could help 
there, too. 

Also new: a tight end. The Cajuns rarely 


used one last year. Josh Joerg (just six catches for 


ards all last season) will be the starter. 


Another twist: a fullback. Former tight end 
Blake Bourque will man that position. There's 


still a bevy of wide receivers left over to throw to, 


including Andre George, Fred Stamps, BJ. Crist 
and Ni 


almost 2,500 yards and 14 touchdowns last sea- 


Dugas. Jon Van Cleave, who passed for 


son, will be the quarterback. 

Changes await the defense, too. Five starters 
are gone from a year ago; two ended up in the 
NFL 


the Cajuns set to unveil an eight-man front in an 


The other big change is in alignment, with 


effort to stuff the opponents’ running game. 


‘That's going to put a lot of expectations on the 
defensive front, but the units best players are 
linebacker Ross Brupbacher and cornerback 
Charles Tillman. 

as A&M and 


Minnesota to open the season, with an October 


yerte will play 1 
5 trip planned to LSU. 


4 New Mexico State 
‘The Aggies didn’t just lose their entire start- 


ing offensive backfield from a year ago, they lo: 


more than 3,000 yards of production. That will 


be tough to replace, yet the biggest 
concern is on the other side of the 
football at linebacker, 

‘This is a team that finished 
5-7 a year ago, losing a one-point game to 


Loui 


ville in the John Thompson Foundation 
Classic to start the season, then losing the next 
three, winning the three after that, then two losses, 
two wins and a loss. Does that mean the Aggies 
Kc 


not. They open the season at South Caroli 


are set to begin a winning s 


in? Probably 


a, 


followed by games against California, New 
Mexico, Georgia and ‘Texas-El Paso. 

Offensively, the strength is up front. The 
les 
Shalimar Jackson and Steve Mascorro and center 
B,J. Van Brie 


corps. He was the team’s top receiver last year 


line 


atures three returning starters in ta 


Winston leads the receiving 


with 46 catches for 570 yards but just one touch- 
down. The Aggies threw for just seven score 


year ago, Walter Taylor is expected be a big fac- 


torat I-back, but his eligibility status coming out 
d 
Tony Irions are solid players and are listed 
behind Taylor. 

The Nebraska power set used by the 


of the spring was up in the air. Eric Higgins « 


Aggies favors the play of quarterback Buck 
Pierce, who played in 10 games last season, 
rushing for 75 yards on his first run of the year 


against Louisville. He is replacing three-year 


. Paul Dombrowski is the 


starter K.C. Enzming 
backup. Marcus Dixon will start at fullback. 

At linebacker, New Mexico State lost a 
four-year startet, two-year starter and one-year 
starter and will replace them from a group that 
includes three freshmen and four sophomores. 
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Simon Ocampo, Travis Jones and ‘Tim Patrick 
are the likely starters. Up front, where there will 
be great expectations to put more pressure on the 
quarterback, Tommy Laborin, Jeremy Barth, Joe 
Olivo and Greg Scaffidi lead the way. Siddeeq 
Shabazz is the leader of the secondary and one of 
the better players in the league. 


5 Arkansas State 


New coach Steve Roberts has his work cut 
out for him replacing Joe Hollis, He is being 
asked to turn around the fortunes of a team that 


schedule wontt help, with stops at 


Virginia Tech, Ilinois and Ole Miss. 
Several starters return, with nine back on 


was 2-9 last season, a team that 
lose its first four games of the 
year as well as its final four, The 


offense and eight on defense. What won't be 
back are the alignments of a year ago. Roberts is 
using more conventional setups on offense and 
switching from the 3-4 on defense to a 4-2-5, 

Josh Driscoll leads the quarterback race, 
Elliot Jacobs is also in the race at a position in 
which four different players started last season. 
‘The quarterback will find something new: a full- 
back. Last year, a spread offense dictated the 
Indians rarely made use of one, going with a 
single-back set instead. Driscoll will be joined in 
the backfield by fullbacks Beau Shrable or Shane 
Tolleson and tailbacks Danny Smith or Tracey 
Whitaker. Garry Johnson, one of the top line- 
men in the league, leads the way up front. 

Only five defensive linemen were in spring 
drills, led by John Bradley, who had a dominant 
spring. Alex Peoples leads the secondary. Lamar 
Lee, a former juco quarterback, has earned a lot 
of attention in the defensive backfield. 


6 Louisiana-Monroe 

Here's another Sun Belt team that has lots 
of returning starters coming back (in the case 
of the Indians, 10 on defense, nine on offense), 


opiate 


games. Its big win, of course, was a 19-17 deci- 


bur they are starters from a team 
that scruggled greatly last sea- 


son. Monroe finished the year 


2-9, losing eight of its first nine 


sion over North Texas, which shared the league 
crown with MTSU and went to the New 
Orleans Bowl. 

And yet with all those returning starters, 
there is this tidbit; no quarterback on the 
Indians’ roster has taken a single snap in a 
Division I-A college game. ‘The starter will be 
Adam Gatlin. There are just 13 players in the 
Indians’ senior class. 


Brandon Kania, Idaho 


Bryant Jacobs leads the way at running 
back, with Keith Thomas set to help there. Ivory 
Brown will be the starting fullback. Ar wide 
receiver, Mack Vincent, Sean Brown, Brooks 
Greer and Brandon Hebert will get most of the 
attention, The Indians have their third offensive 


id 


coordinator in three years, ‘Tommy Condel 


he is going to have Monroe run the ball more. 
‘The most talented area of the Monroe team 
is the defensive line. That group, which will have 


to adjust to a new 4-2-5 alignment, is led by 
John Thompson, Corey Conde, Jamond Mason- 
Taylor and Maynard Johnny. Maurice Sonnier, 
perhaps the best player on the team, will lead the 
linebacker corps. 

‘The schedule isn’t going to be favorable for 
a big turnaround. The Indians open at Ole Miss, 
followed by a trip to Kansas Stare, Other oppo- 
nents include Tulane and Auburn. 


7 Idaho 


‘There's a simple plan for the Vandals: 
improve. The team that posted a 1-10 record 
last year, allowing at least 33 points in every 


tmp game, has won just six games in 


the past two seasons. There is 
some talent here, bur what has 
been missing is consistency, 

Offensively, the Vandals will be led by 


quarterback Brian Lindgren, who filled in for 
injured starter John Welsh last season, playing in 
10 games and passing for 1.611 yards and 10 
touchdowns. In his second start, he set an NCAA 
record for most yards of total offense (657) by 
a sophomore and set four school records, He'll 
be counted on heavily this season ro push the 
Vandals’ offense. 

There's a new defensive coordinator, Ed 
Lamb, and he is making some changes to the 
Vandals’ 
found up front, w 


cup. The strength of the team will be 
here Brandon Kania and 
Brian Howard lead the way. The secondary is 
expected to be stronger, especially when some 
juco transfers find their way to campus. Idaho 
signed 26 players for its incoming class. J.R. 
Ruffin, Robert Ortega and Kelly Nead are 
among the incoming defensive backs’ expected 
to help. Sergio Robleto and Jordan Kramer are 
returning starters in the secondary. 

‘The biggest keys for the Vandals will be 
limiting the success of their opponents on the 
ground. Idaho was outrushed 2,203 yards to 
1,287 last season. That difference also led to 31 
rushing touchdowns for the opposition, com- 
pared to juse 14 for the Vandals, 

Asis the case with other Sun Bele reams, the 
schedule for Idaho is a difficult one. The Vandals 
will travel co Washington Si 


ate, Washington and 
go State in their 


Oregon and entertain San 


non-conference games. rT] 
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Willingham steps into 
South Bend pressure-cooker 
promising to deliver. 


BY AL LESAR 
SOUTH BENO (0) TRIBUN 


Notre Dame 
When 1 


as Notre Dame's head football coach on 


yrone Willingham took over 


Januai 


y 1, he promised thar the complete 
focus of the program would 
be on winning, 

‘Those weren't empty 
words. 


Willingham has the experience of 


seven years as the boss at Stanford to bacl 
up the commitment he made with the 


Irish. That 


ssperience—and the confidence 
of a system that has been successful—may 
be among the biggest differences fans 
sense about the new regime. 

‘There's more of a feeling of security 


around the Irish program now than there 


ever was at any time during the tenure of 


former coach Bob Davie. 


‘As I understand the Notre Dame 
Willingham 


says. “So my offense is about winning. 


tradition, the focus is: win 


My defense is about winning, Everythin, 
that we do is about winning—winning 
on the field, in the classroom and in terms 
of a young man's social and spiritual 
development.” 

The Irish should ha 
back to be competitive ag 
ckoff Cl 


Maryland, a Bowl Championship Series 


c enough players 


inst a schedule 


that includes a 


sic dare with 


team; home games with Purdue, Michigan 
and W 


as well as trips to Michigan State, Florida 


former Stanford « 


ingham’s am; 


State and Southern California. 


‘The first order of business will be to 
find a quarterback to run offensive coor- 
dinator Bill Diedrick’s Wes 
Gone is the option offense that Matt 
LoVecchio ago 
Carlyle Holiday directed through a 5-6 
2001 
along with classmate Jared Cl 


Coast attack. 


ran two years and 


season_in Those two juniors, 


rk and 


incoming freshman Chris Olsen, will 


battle for the job. 


Top players 


OFFENSE: Kevin Curtis, WR, Utah State 
DEFENSE: Shurron Pierson, DE, South Florida 
NEWCOMER: Chris Olsen, 08, Notre Dame 


I'm not worried about Marylan 


T'm not worried about Purdue; I’m noc 


worried about Michigan; I'm not worried 
” says Diedrick, 
ho was with Willingham the last four 


about Michigan State 


years at Stanford. “That all will come. 
What I'm worried about is the Irish. If we 
can become a consistent, efficient offense, 


then it really doesn't 


matter who you play." 

Consistency will have to come from 
guys like senior tailback Julius Jones, who 
has been bothered by injuries and added 
sons, as well as 


weight the past couple sea 


sophomore tailback Ryan Grant. Fifth- 
year senior flanker Arnaz Battle, a former 


legitimate 


quarterback, has explosive potentia 


Senior center Jeff Faine is 


All-America candidate, while guard Sean 


Mahan and tackle Jordan Black, both ses 


iors, will also be keys 


New defensive coordinator Kent Baer 


has a solid secondary 
Shane VW 


star candidate, and junior Vontez Duff 


led by cornerbacks 


falcon, a fifth-year senior and all- 


Senior Courtney Watson is back at inside 


inebacker. Fifth-year senior Ryan Roberts 
could be a force at end 
Placekicker Nick Serta 


Hildbold, both seniors, are seasoned veter- 


nd punter Joey 


ans who haye been through the wars. 


Navy 


In an ff 


ort to rebuild the 


Naval 


Academy's program from the rubble of 


an 0-10 season, new coach Paul Johnson 
borrowed an attitude 
and a slogan from the 


Northwestern teams of 


the mid-'90s with the 
Mid-shipmen’s “Expect to Win” approach 
to the 2002 campaign. 

Johnson returns to Annapolis after a 
two-year stint in the mid-90s as Navy's 


offensive coordinator, Over the past 


years, Johnson fashioned a 62-10 record 


Games.to.watch 


Notre Dame vs. Maryland (Kickoff Classic, 
at Meadowlands) August 31 
Utah State at Nebraska, September 7 


DIVISION I-A 


Southern that 


at Divis 
included a pair of national championships 


ion I-AA Georgi 


and four national Coach-of-the-Year 
awards. 

Those results may be somewhat diffi- 
talent on 


cult to match at Navy, There is 


the Midshipmen roster, but finding the 
right combinations and the proper place- 
ment of personnel could rake some time. 


Finding a quarterback will be a prior- 


ity for Johnson, Junior Craig Candeto, who 
had two starts last season when starter Brian 
Madden was suspended at the beginning of 
the season, may be the best bet to be the 
team leader. Junior Andy Michalowicz and 
sophomore Jake Swanson are other con- 
tenders for the job. 


Junior slorback Tony Lane returns 


after rushing for 185 yards in 2001. Lane’ 
most significant contributions were as a 
kick returner, He ranked 19th in the 
country, bringing back 34 kickoffs for a 
ge 

' offense got a boost when sen- 


26.4-yard ave 
Navy 


jor receiver Brandon Rampani returned to 


school after leaving the academy last year. 
In two seasons, Rampani has 36 catches 
600 yards and 
Rampani and senior Chandler Sims (18 


for five touchdowns, 
catches for 183 yards last season) will give 
whoever settles in at quarterback some 
quality targets. 

Last year’s leading tackler, senior 


k 


Shalimar Brazier are the defensive leaders. 


Utah State 


Much of the talk around the Utah 


enter Thomas, and junior cornerba 


State program this year will focus on sen- 


yei 


ior All-America receiver Kevin Curtis. 


A semifinalist for the 


Biletnikoff Award last s¢ 


son, the 5-11, 183-pound 


Curtis led the nation in 


receptions per game (9.1), hauling in 100 
passes for 1,531 yards and 10 touchdowns. 

Getting Curtis the ball shouldn't be a 
problem for senior Jose Fuentes, in his 
third year as the Aggies’ starting quarcer- 
back. Fuentes completed 260 of 427 pass- 
es for 3,100 yards and 24 touchdowns 
(with 18 


posted a 4-7 record, 


nterceptions) while Utah Stare 


South Florida at Oklahoma, September 28 
Army vs. Navy (at Meadowlands), December 7 


www.streetandsmiths.com 


JOHN WILLIAMSUNN 


Coach Mick Dennehy’s Aggies will try to 
recover from last year's season-ending 70-21 
shelling at the hands of Fresno State. Injuries 
decimated Utah State's defense in 2001. 
Linebacker Jesse Busta is back to lend stability co 
the unit. 


South Florida 


An 8-3 record wasn't good enough to get 
South Florida into a postseason bowl game last 
season, but it was good enough to attract plenty 

of attention for coach Jim 


AF Leavitt's 2002 team. The Bulls 
will carry a six-game winning 
4 streak into this season. 


One major reason for the interest is the 
return of senior quarterback Marquel Blackwell. 
Blackwell threw for 2,882 yards and 20 
touchdowns a year ago, He has 6,518 carcer 


passing yards heading into this season. Junior 
Hucy Whittaker and senior Hugh Smith will 


again be Blackwell’ top receivers. 


Senior linebacker Kawika Mitchell is a 
defensive mainstay after leading South Florida 
with 106 tackles last year. Junior defensive end 
Shurron Pierson had 10 quarterback sacks, and 
J.R. Reed, a junior defensive back, int 
five pass 


Connecticut 

In its third 
pendent, Conne 
next step to a competitive level. 


Rk go, coach Randy 
> 
“3 


Edsall’s Huskies entered college 
Lass 


on as a Division I-A inde- 


cut seems poised to take the 


‘Two yea 


football’ top division with a roster 
of 70 scholarship players that 
included 48 freshmen and sophomores. Those 
youngsters have grown up and, after a learning 
experience during last year’s 2-9 campaign, are 


ready to start enjoying themselves. 

Sophomores Dan Orlovsky and Keron 
Henry, who shared time at quarterback last sea- 
son, are both back along with redshirt freshman 
Jermell Williams. Sophomore Chris Bellamy and 
junior Chandler Poole will form a solid tandem 
at tailback. Senior Wes Timko will lead UConn’s 
receiving corps. 

Junior safety Chris Meyer and senior cor- 
nerback Roy Hopkins will be the backbone of 
the Huskies’ defense. Senior Razul Wallace is a 
mainstay at linebacker. 


Troy State 

In his second season of navigating the inde- 
pendent waters of Division I-A college football, 
‘Troy Stare coach Larry Blakeney knows that 


Julius Jones, Notre Dame 


improving on last year's 7-4 mark 
may be asking a lor. The Trojans 
will be playing nine D-I oppo- 


su 


including games at Nebraska, fowa State, Missouri, 


nents—up from seven last year— 


Mississippi State, Arkansas and Marshall. 

OF course, Blaken 
tough games on the road. Last year, it played at 
Nebraska, Miami and Maryland—and_ beat 
Mississippi State in Starkville 21-9. 


cam is no stranger to 


INDEPENDENTS 


Blakeney has some proven talent back— 


cight starters on both offense and defense. 


Quarterback Hansell Bearden, tailback LeBarron 
Black and versatile receiver Chris Day have solid- 
ified their spots in the Trojan attack, and Drew 
Amerson, a transfer from Cal State Northridge, 
was a big surprise in the spring at wide receiver. 

Defensively, linebackers Naazir Yamini, 
Michael Jackson and Bernard Davis will be key 
components, along with linemen Osi Umenyiora, 
Byron Knight and Shelton Felton, and Derrick 
Ansley and Neal Oates in the secondary. Ml 
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Griz primed for a repeat. 


BY STEVE AMEDIO 
SCHENECTADY (NY) GAZETTE 


tsa widely held truth that one of the 

toughest tasks in sports isn’t winning a 

championship—ir’s winning a second 
one the year after that first success. 

National champions at any level play 

the following season with a figurative 

bull’ 


you'te every opponent's biggest game the 


e on their backs, Win a title and 


son, 


following s 
And, 3 


the college level, it also ust- 
ally means trying to do it after the gradu- 


ation losses of many of the key players 
that helped earn the first championship. 
All of which Montana, which fin- 
ished 15-1 and captured. the 2001 season's 
Di 


fax 


ion I-AA national championship, 


his season. 


Bur there aren't many coaches better 
suited for a try at a repeat than the 
Grizalies Joe Glenn. 

‘The third: 
already directed a program to back-to-back 


Montana head man has 


national titles, doing that with Northern 
Colorado, where he won Division II titles 
in 1996 and 1997. 

Montana’s quest, too, should be 
aided by an apparent falloff by several of 
last 


‘on’s stronger teams. 

Furman, which lost to Montana in last 
season's national championship game, not 
only lost its coach (Bobby Johnson moved 
to Vanderbilt), but graduated five of six 


OFFENSE: Tony Romo, 08, Eastern Ilinois 
DEFENSE: Freddy Pesqueira, DL, Georgia Southern 
NEWCOMER: Casey Printers, 08, florida A&M 


players who earned All-America honors. 
did win 
back-to-back national crowns in 1999 
and 2000 and wound up ranked No. 3 
last season, also lost its head coach (Paul 


Georgia Southern, wl 


Johnson moved to Navy), but lost five 
All-Southern Conference players, includ- 
ing running back Adrian Peterson, I-AA’ 
all-time career rushing leader, 

And so it goes, as almost every pro- 
gram traditionally among the national 
title contenders appears to have signifi- 
cant personnel holes to fill this season. 

Nor that the Grizalies are back intact, 
though. Montana graduated Yohance 
Humphrey, arguably the best runner in 
school history, I 


Iso needs to adequately 
plug holes at wide receiver, tight end and 
in the secondary i 


it expects Co repeat. 


But enough key pieces remain, 
including standout quarterback John 
Edwards, who is as capable of moving the 


Grizzlies’ offense through the air as 


Humphrey was moving it on the ground. 

Helll get plenty of protection from 
an offensive line that includes four of last 
season's starting five. The defense won't 
drop off much, either, as all four starting 
linemen return, 


“Rock solid’ might be our theme this 


year, 


abundance of his returning linemen, i 


ys Glenn, when asked about the 


Montana at Hofstra, August 29 
Appalachian St. at East Tennessee St., October 5 
Eastern Kentucky at Eastern Illinois, October 12 


1, Montana 

2. Eastern Kentucky 
3. Lehigh 

4. Northern lowa 

5. Eastern Illinois 

6. Portland State 

7. Appalachian State 
8. East Tennessee State 
9. Youngstown State 
10. Murray State 

11. William & Mary 
12. Delaware 

13. Tennessee Tech 
14, Montana State 
15. Western Kentucky 
16. Florida A&M 

17. Tennessee State 
18. Grambling 

19. Colgate 

20. Villanova 

21. Northern Arizona 
22. Western Carolina 
23. Hofstra 

24, Sam Houston State 
25. Georgia Southern 


Freddy Pesqueira, Georgia Southern (left) 


N.C. ART at Florida A&M, October 19 
Malleese State at Sam Houston State, October 26 
Georgia Southern at Furman, November 9 
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Tribe looks to rise above parity 
on A-10 reservation. 


Atlantic 10 


BY CHUCK NEWMAN 


he addition of former independent 
power Hofstra to the already-powerful 
Atlantic 10 membership was a good- 


news, bad-news scenario in 2001. 


‘The Pride lived up to preseason expecta- 


tions, finishing in a four-way tie for the league 
championship and getting to the NCAA playoffs, 

‘The league was hurt in the final rankings by 
their presence despite getting five teams (Maine, 
Hofstra, William & Mary, Villanova and Rhode 
Ish 


nine ranked in the Top 25 in some polls at some 


nd) in the final Top 25 rankings, There were 


point early in the season, 
Even though two teams won nine games 


and three others eight, the league bombed in the 


postseason, getting only three teams into the LAA 
playoffs. Hofstra and William & Mary went out 
in the first round, and Maine lost its second- 
round playoff game, 


‘The positive: Hofstra likely helped the con- 


ference a 


thieve the parity that any college or pro- 


fessional league covers, Every week was a battle 


The negative: If that's what it achieved, the 
A-10 paid for ic in the postseason, where leagues 
are ultimately measured. 


“By the time the (league) season is over, the 


teams are tired and beat up,” says Hofstra coach 
Joe Gardi of the A-10 competition. “By the time 
you get ro the playoffs, you have lost the war.” 


William & Mary, picked to finish sixth lase 
ned a share of the league title and 


preseason, 


missed taking it outright by losing two games by 
a total of nine points 

The Tribe appears to have the personnel for 
arun atanother championship, with 19 recurne 


Predictions 


s 


1. William & Mary 7. New Hampshire 
2. Delaware 8, Rhode Island 
3. Villanova 9. Richmond 

4, Hofstra 10. James Madison 
5. Massachusetts 11. Northeastern 
6. Maine 


OFFENSE: Mike Connor, 0B, Delaware 
DEFENSE: Stephen Cooper, 8, Maine 
NEWCOMER: Brian Ingram, WR, Delaware 
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having st 


ting experience, including two all- 
league first-teamers, one second-teamer and one 
third-teamer, 

Start with the return of all-league wideout 
Rich Musinski, who collected a school-record 
1,393 receiving yards on 59 catches (12 for touch- 


downs), averaging other 


school record). 

Second team all-league quarterback Dave 
Corley returns with impressive numbers from 
last season—179 completions on 311 attempts 
for 2,808 yards and 21 touchdowns. He ran for 
five others, gaining 335 yards rushing, 


‘he key returnees on defense are third-team 
igue defensive back Marques Bobo and 


er Mohammed Yousofi. 
Delaware, which failed to live up to the role 


of preseason favorite in 2001, will be under a new 


ach for the first time in 37 seasons. K.C. Keeler 


from Division III power Rowan to succeed 


‘Tubby Raymond, who left with 300 wins and 
three Associated Press small college national cham- 
pionships, Keeler also comes with an impressive 
background, going 88-21-1 in nine years at Rowan 
on IIL final five times. 


and rea 


hing the Divis 
Keeler was an outside linebacker on the Blue 
Hens’ 1979 national championship team, bue is 
known as a proponent of high-octane offense. 
Kee 
Connor, who was the first true freshman to play 


er will return 6-foot-4 quarterback Mike 


the position at Delaware since 1951, He took over 


ason and com- 


the job in the fourth game ofl 
pleted 41 of 83 passes. He will have at least one 
good target in promising redshirt freshman Brian 


Ingram, a candidate for Newcomer of the Year. 
Anta 


ran for 578 yards and five touchdowns last sea: 


wn Jenkins, a 6-2, 240-pounder who 


son, will handle the running game, 

Defensively, the Hens should be solid. Start 
with defensive back Sidney Haugabrook, the A-10's 
2001 
secondary that returns inca 


Rookie of the Year who leads a defensi 


Villanova lost out on a postseason bid in its 
final game of the season, a demoralizing 47-44 
iam & Mary. 


overtime loss to Will 


Montana at Hofstra, August 29 
William & Mary at Maine, September7 
Delaware at Richmond, September 7 


Mike Connor, Delaware 


Coach Andy Talley was disappointed with 
2001, not with the 8-3 overall record and 7-2 
league mark that brought him a tie for the con- 
ference title, but with being the only 7-2 A-10 
team not invited to the playoffs. 


“Jes a pretty sad commentary on where this 


whole thing (the playoffs) is,” Talley says. “To be 


a champion of a league and not go to the play 
offs, its a shame.” 
To get in at least the same position this year, 


ley must find a replacement for running ba 
Brian Westbrook, Division I-AA’s 2001 Player of 
the Year, and receiver Murle Sango, who had 67 


catches last season. Keep an eye on Terry Butler, 
who may be the successor to Westbrook. 

But don't count the Wildcats out just yet. 
‘They have firepower with the return of quarter- 
back Brett Gordon, who completed 68.6 percent 
of his passes last season for 3,017 yards and 25 
touchdowns. His top target, second-team all- 


, is back. 


league tight end Mate Chil 


Hofstra at Villanova, October 5 
Delaware at Rhode Island, October 19 
Richmond at William & Mary, November 23 


109 


Also back is third-tea 


1m all-league linebacker 
Jamison Young, who will be a key to a defense 
that will have to improve from a ninth-place 


fi 


ish against the pass in 2001. 
Hofstra will have to replace three players 


who accounted for more than 80 percent of its 
league-leading offense (491.6 yards per game) of 
gue q 
Rocky Butler, who threw for more than 297 


last season, hea verback 


ded by_alllea 


yards a game and accounted for 338 yards in 
total offense per start, He threw 16 touchdown 
passes to Kahmal Roy, another graduation loss 

Ryan Cosentino, who backed up Butler in 
cameo appearances last season, is back and has a 
resume. He stepped in for Butler in a game 
against Delaware in 2000 and went 17-for-23 
for 179 yards and wo touchdowns. 

Cosentino will have prime targets in redshirt 
junior college receiver Ken Belk; Arlen Harris, @ 
wansfer from Virginia; Isaac Irby, a transfer from 
West Virgini 

The running game should be solid with the 


and 6-foot-4 Marques Colston, 


return of Trevor Dimmie, who ave! 


ged five yards 


a carry and will get some yardage behind 6-3, 
an Mike Brigand. 
A staple of the league's hierarchy in the past 


290-pound all-league liner 


few 


sons, Massachusetts took a big-time dive 
lase year, finishing 3-8 overall and 3-5 in the league. 


More surprisingly was the inefficiency of 


the offen h under coach Mark 


c, usually a streng 


Whipple, UMass ranked last in the league in 
scoring at 16,2 points per game and sixth in 
passing, usually its strong suit, 

The Minutemen will throw the ball; ie’ just 
a matter of who will do the throwing. Back is 
sophomore Matt Guice, who threw for 206 
yards per game last season bur had a league-high 


21 inte 


eptions. His tenure is shaky with the 


artival of transfer Jeff Krohn, who started for 


two seasons and threw 31 touchdown pa: 


es at 
Arizona State, 

Another boost will be the recurn of wideout 
Adrian Zullo, the school’s all-time leader in 
receptions, touchdown receptions and receiving 
yards. Zullo has been hie with injuries the last 


two seasons. Receiver Neal Brown, who ca 


ight 

37 passes last year, also figures to be a factor. 
The defens 

lineman Valdamar Brower, who led the ream 


is anchored by all-league defen- 


in tackles for loss with 24 and had a league- 


leading 10 sacks. 


Picked to finish eighth in the league last 


year, Maine went 9-3, won a playoff game and 


was ranked 10th nationally in the final poll. One 
league coach says never to judge the Black Bears’ 


potential early because of their late recruiting 
practices 

‘They will not be taken so lightly this season, 
listing 45 lettermen, the most the Bears have had 
ina decade, 

The k 
Cooper, the league's Defensive Player of the Year 


sy return is midale linebacker Stephen 


in 2001, The numbers tell why—1 15 tacl 


ichmond, 


for loss, plus 14 tackles against F 


C 


ingredients for another shot at the league title, 


ach Jack Cosgrove certainly has the 


returning 21 players with experience on offe 


nse, 


headed by quarterback Jake Earon, who averaged 


his favorite receivers back in Stefan Gomes, who 


led the league with 81 catches for 1,069 yards, 
and junior Paris Minor, who caught 58 balls and 
scored 11 TDs, 

Maine will miss graduated running back 
Royston English (1,300 yards) but returns James 


‘ds and a touchdown in 


Henry, who ran for 76 y 


Maine's second-round playoff game last year 


when English was out with an 


njury. 


‘The Bears will score, How they stop the 


other team may dictate their ultimate fate, They 
gave up 44 points to Hofstra, 40 to Villanova, 42 


to William & Mary and 56 to Northern lowa in 


the playoff loss. 
New Hampshire is best known for partici- 
aging ni 
game over the past few seasons, and thar may be 


pating in shoorouts, av arly 400 yards a 


the case 


ain despite the loss of quarterback 
Ryan Day, who took with him most of the 
school’s passing records, 

Back are second-team all-league running 
back Stephan Lewis, who averaged 5.6 yards per 


carry and scored 14 touchdowns, and recei 


' 
Michael ‘Taylor, who caught 57 passes for 780 


ani! 


yards. Sophomore Mike G and senior 
Michael Hurley are candidates to sueceed Day. 
A defense that surrendered a league-high 


32! 


points must be addressed 


Picked to finish ninth last preseason, Rhode 


Isl 
in one national poll, finishing 8-3. 


ind won its first seven games and rose to No. 4 


tof that scenario would seem to be 


A tepea 


a reach since the players responsible for 98 


percent of the passing yards, 72 percent of the 


rushing yardage and 68 percent of the non-kick 
scoring are gone. The departed players include 
six of seven All-Atlantic 10 picks on the first, sec- 
ond and third teams. 


History is also against a rerun since the 


Rams haven't put together back-to-back winning 


easons since a four: 


year run from 1982 through 


DIVISION 


25 yards a game passing, He will have two of 


1-AA 


1985. And the first two games of the season are 


yracuse. 


against Hofstra and $ 


rhe Rams will have a new quarterback, so 
the running game will likely be featured with the 
return of Luther Green, who has 1,000-yard 
potential, and junior Wendell Williams. 


‘The defense is iffy, but tackles Mare Hayes 


and Eric Gray could be the bes 


andem up front 
in the league. 

‘The road back from a No. 6 final national 
ranking in 2000 continues for Richmond, 
which muse replace 18 seniors who had a part of 
two Adantic 10 championships in their tenure. 

Bur in a league known for its unpredictabil- 
ity, the Spiders will not be without hope. 

Linebackers Adrian Archie, who led the 
eam with 89 tack! 


, and Mark Thompson, who 
had 82, return along with three other starters 
from a defense that ranked 11th nationally, 

On offense, an unlikely named 6-5, 290-pound 
offensive lineman, Justin McElfish (who certainly 
isn), is on some preseason lists for All-Ameri 

In 1999, Jam 


season to finish last in the | 


es Madison was picked pre- 


ague. The Dukes 


won the title and automatic bid to the playoffs, 
‘Thete are ingredients for such a scenario 
this season, but it’s highly unlikely. 


Eight starters return on defense, but the 


unit will miss Derrick Lloyd, who won the Buck 
Buchanan Award as Division I-AA’s top defen- 


sive player last season, and linebacker Derick 


Pack, who was a three-time all-leaguer. The 


defensive secondary returns almost intact 

A 27-26 loss at Rhode Island in the final 30 
seconds of the lase game of the season cost 
Northeastern a .5000 finish in 2001, but a veteran 
defense may help to change that this 


son. 


The Huskies ranked high in several A-10 


defensive categories—third in scoring defens 


and second in pass defense, total defense and first 


downs allowed, 


35- 
pound linebacker Steve Anzalone, a second- 


Much of that unit returns, led by 6-2, 


team, all-league choice who had 19 tackles for 


loss last season. 


‘The defense will have to be effective s 


nee 
the offense, which scored only 165 points last 


season, was hit hard by graduation. The Huskies 


lost both starting 
back L.J. McKanas 
Quarterback Shawn Brad! 


ivers and all-league running 


a freshman who 


took over when the team was 1-4 last season, 


helped the Huskies to four wins in their last si 


games, completing 43 of 93 passes with four 
touchdowns. a 
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It’s Montana (yawn), again. 


BY LOREN JORGENSEN 
(SALT LAKE CITY) DESERET NEWS. 


here is no question why Montana enters 
T:: 2002 season as the Big Sky 

Conference's team to beat, After all, the 
defending Division I-AA national champ has 
pretty much owned the league crown in recent 
years, winning it six times in the past seven sea- 
sons and four times in a row. Plus, Joe Glenn's 
club, which has gone 15-0 in league games the 
past two seasons, returns 17 starters. 

Still, the other seven Big Sky schools aren't 
about to concede anything to the Grizzlies. 
Montana may have great tradition and own a 
certain mystique in these parts, but it also has a 
bull’-eye on its uniform. 


Glenn, entering his third season as 
Montana coach, doesn’t know what it feels like 
to lose a Big Sky game. His Griz own a perfect 
mark in the league over the past two seasons. 

With 17 starters back from last year's 
national title club (cight defensive, seven offen- 
sive, wo kickers), more Big Sky victories are on 
the horizon, 

‘The Griz will be particularly strong in the 
trenches. Four top offensive linemen—tackles 
Dylan McFarland and Jon Skinner, guard Derek 
Decker and center Brian Pele—return to protect 
senior quarterback John Edwards, an honorable 
mention all-league selection last season. ‘Two of 
Edwards’ top targets, receivers Rory Zikmund 
and Tate Hancock, ate also back. 

The defensive line should be another 
strength for Montana, as all four starters return, 
led by second-team all-conference selections 
Ciche Pitcher at end and Jonny Varona at tackle. 
Montana’ leading returning tackler is senior 
safety Trey Young, a first-team all-league pick last 
season and a conference Player-of-the-Year can- 
didate this time around. 


Predictions 


1. Montana 5. Weber State 

2. Portland State 6. Idaho State 

3. Montana State 7. Eastern Washington| 
4, Northern Arizona —_—8. Sacramento State 


Portland State finished last season with 
four straight wins, giving it plenty of optimism 
for the upcoming scason. John Walsh, now in his 
10th season as the Vikings’ coach, should again 
have one of the most potent offenses in the land, 
led by all-league quarterback Juston Wood 
(3,200 yards passing, 23 TDs last season). 

‘Wood has a couple of fine receivers to throw 
to in Jessie Levin (48 catches, 905 yards) and 
Antonio Jackson (29, 398). The Vikings should 
also be able to run the ball effectively thanks in 
large part to Ryan Fuqua, the Big Sky's 
Newcomer of the Year in 2001. Fuqua picked up 
1,586 yards and scored 15 TDs as a freshman 
despite not becoming a starter until the sixth 
game of the year. Fuqua led the nation by aver- 
aging 7.55 yards per carry. 

Just six defensive starters return from a team 
that allowed 28.5 points per outing. The line- 
backing corps should be strong, led by seniors 
Kevin Hastin and Marcus Green. 

Montana State may still be a year or two 
away from really competing with its in-state rival 
for the Big Sky crown, but MSU is certainly on the 
rise. Then again, the Bobeats had plenty of room 
for improvement afier an 0-11 season in 2000, 

Mike Kramers nightmarish first scason as 
the head coach in Bozeman is a distant memory. 
‘The Bobeats ended an 18-game losing streak in 
their second game last season and finished a 
respectable 5-6 overall and 4-3 in Big Sky games 
for a solid fourth-place league finish, 

Montana State used defense to win games 
in the offensive-minded Big Sky a year ago. The 
Bobcats had the stingiese defense in the conference. 

Experience will be another strength for the 
Cats, as 16 starters return from last year's team, 
with 24 players back who have started at least 
one game. The offense will be led by running 
back Ryan Johnson, who enters his senior year 
with 2,554 career rushing yards, and quarterback 
‘Tyler Thomas, who passed for 2,330 yards and 
19 scores last season. 

Northern Arizona is coming offan 8-4 sea- 
son that saw it gain an at-large berth in the I-AA 


playofls. Duplicating that feat, however, may be 


difficult since Jerome Souets' ream was hit harder 
by graduation than most of the other Big Sky 
contenders, 


Gone are the Lumberjacks’ top quarterback 
(Preston Parsons) and running back (Marcus 
King). In fact, only five offensive starters return, 
Among the returnees are top receivers Clarence 
Moore (43 catches, 644 yards) and Johnny 
Marshall, as well as tight end Tom Winn. 

NAUS defense, which was the third best in the 
league in 2001, should again be a team strength 
with seven starters back, 

On the heels of a disappointing 3-8 season, 
Weber State coach Jerry Graybeal believes his 
team is ready fora vastly different campaign. One 
reason for optimism in Ogden is the return of 
quarterback Tyler Gladwell, who threw for 2,733 
yards and 22 touchdowns with only nine intercep- 
tions as a junior. The Weber State defense, which 
returns five starters, is led by middle linebacker 
Mart McFadden, a first-team all-league pick, 

Idaho State has a veteran team returning 
that had an up-and-down 4-7 campaign in ‘01, 

‘The Bengals return 19 starters—nine on 
offense, nine on defense and All-America punter 
Eddie Johnson, First-team all-conference linemen 
Jared Allen and Eric Boose are back to anchor 
the defense. The offense will be paced by quar- 
terback Doug Baughman, who completed 58.5 
percent of his passes for 2,638 yards and 20 TDs 
last season. 

No Big Sky team has more holes to fill on 
the offensive side of the ball than Eastern 
Washington, Offensive lineman Justin Nipp is 
the only returning starter for Paul Walft’s team, 
which averaged 41.9 points and 514 yards per 
game a year ago. 

“Thar doesn’t mean the Eagles don't expect 
to have another potent attack, however. Josh 
Blankenship, a three-year starter at Tulsa who has 
more than 5,000 I-A passing yards to his credir, 
will get ro see what he can do at the I-AA level. 

Seven defensive starters return, led by mid- 
dle linebacker Luke Vincent, a second-team all- 
league selection a year ago. 

One year removed from a school-best 7-4 
record, Sacramento State went a disappointing, 
2-9 last season, winning just one conference game. 

“Ten starters return on offense, including soph- 
omore quarterback Ryan Leadingham, who passed 
fora school-record 2,752 yards asa freshman. 
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STORY 


t first glance, it would appear thar the 
beginning 


upstart Big South Conferen 


its first year of football this season with 


four teams, is eons away from challenging its more 

established neighbor, the Southern Conference, 

for the top rung of the Division I-AA ladder. 
But charter Big South foorball member Elon 

begs to differ, 

time 


Last November, the Phoenix had si 


LAA champ and perennial SoCon powerhouse 
21-20 


with time winding down. If not for a highly 


Georgia Southern on the ropes, leadi 


controversial roughing-the-passer penalty on a 


fourth-and-fore 


+ play, Elon would own a real 
trophy victory heading into this season. Instead, 
the Eagles were given a reprieve and went on to 


out a 27-21 win. 


But it was nota bad effort for an Elon team 
that finished 2-9, What might a Big South team 
with a winning record do to GSU. 

Let's not get crazy here, bur there is poten- 
tial in this league whose biggest strength may lie 
in its fertile recruiting base in the Carolinas and 
Virginia. The Bi 


South will begin with Elon, 
Gardner-Webb 
Liberty playing for its first championship this 


Charleston Southern, and 


st and then it adds Coastal Carolina and 


on, 


Virginia Military Institute (which has abandoned 
the Southern) next season. By 2005, the league 
should get the go-ahead from the NCAA to send 
its champion to the I-AA playoffs. 


“Its a prestige issue,” answers Big South 


Commissioner Kyle Kallander when asked why a 


conference built on bask 


etball felt compelled to 
try football, “College football hi 
platform. Irs an opportunity 


s such a visible 


for our institutions 


to raise their profiles for fundraising and enroll- 
ment growth. Now they'll sce their school’s name 
crawl actoss the ESPN scoreboard on Saturdays.” 

The four schools competing this season 


will all play each other, with a champion being 


Predictions 


1. Elon 
2. Gardner-Webb 


3. Liberty 
4. Charleston Southern 
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Phoenix to rise in league’s debut. 


BY D. SCOTT SMITH 
‘STREET & SMITHS MANAGING EDITOR 


crowned at the end of the regular season. With 19 


returning starters, Elon would appear to be the 


favorite. Its ewo wins against a very challenging 


I-AA schedule last season came in easy fashion 


against Gardner-Webb and Charleston Southern, 


Coach Al 
as the coach at Elon believing that he has tough- 


Seagraves enters his seventh year 


ened his troops for a conference race. Seven of 
the Phoenis’s nine losses last season came against 
the likes of such I-AA heavies as Furman, 


Hofstra, Western Kentucky, Northwestern State, 


Georgia Southern and Youngstown State. And 


all but one of those games was on the road. 


So, the Phoenix may find league life in the 


Big South a breeze comparatively. The out-of- 


is East 


conference schedule is no less challenging, 
Tennessee State, Wofford and North Carolina 
A&T have bes 


and Northwestern State remain. 


in added, while Furman, Hofstra 


“We return just abour everybody, and the 


experience we gained from playing that bold 


schedule should help us,” Seagraves says. 


Seagraves is banking on big-play wideout 


Arketa Banks to be the offensive leader of 


Phoenix rise. The junior, who was named to the 


A All-Independent first team last season, 
averaged an eye-popping 24.5 yards on 22 recep- 
tions while also leading the team in punt returns 


(14.9-yard average) and kickoff returns (28.5) 


‘Jon will depend on a thre: 


man quarter- 
back rotation—James Murdaugh, Larrey Burney 


raves’ wish- 


and C.W. Singletary—to run S 


bone offens 


The defense will be led by 300-pound-plus 
rd Chris Bell, tackle Kahlil 


Brewster and linebacker Ca 


sophomore nosegi 


lvin Sutton, the 
team’s leading returning tackler, Also expected to 
contribute at linebacker is N.C. State transfer 
Mike Sheley. 

Gardner-Webb, a football-only member of 


the Big South, won its last four games last season 


to finish 6-4, so the Runnin’ Bulldogs have some 
momentum entering 2002. 
Sixth-year coach Steve Patton has put 


together five consecutive winning seasons in 


Boiling Springs, North Carolina, with a high- 
powered, multiple offense. Back to run the show 
is senior quarterback Jeremy Martin, who directed 
the Bulldogs to an average of 445 yards and 32.2 
points a game in 2001, Martin has thrown for 
5,637 ya 


William Andrews Jr., who already has 108 catches 


rds in his career. The top target is junior 


in his cares 


G-W's biggest loss was massive 6-3, 344- 
pound offensive tackle Richard Williams, who wa 


chosen for last year’s Blue-Gray All-Star Game. 


On defense, newcomer Jonathan Little 


could have a big impact at linebacker. 
The Bulldog 


ber, with consecutive games against Georgia 


¢ schedule is loaded in Septem- 


Southern, East’Tennessee State and Chattanoog: 
Like Elon, Liberty hopes a murderous 2001 


schedule will lead to a toughened-up 2002 version 


lames finished 3-8 last season. 


of its ream. The 


Five players who received second-team I-AA 


All-Independent status are back—sophomore 
running back Verondre Barnes, junior wide 


receiver Adrian Hall, sophomore wideout Daniel 


‘Thomas, junior linebacker Kendrick Howard 
and senior placckicker/punter Jay Kelley. 

Barnes averaged 6.4 yards per carry in gaining 
654 yards despite missing four games, Thomas 
led the Flames with 575 yards receiving on 42 


catches as a freshman, Howard paced the defense 


with 91 tackles, including 13 for losses. 
‘Third-year coach Ken Karcher says hes hope- 

ful the Flames’ schedule sets up better for success 

this season, as four of the team's first five games are 

at home in Lynchburg, Virginia. 

s battle- 


Charleston Southern may not be 
tested in the I-AA wars as its Big, South brethren. 


The Buccaneers played just seven I-AA oppo- 
nents in 2001, with three of its five wins coming 
against Divi 


Bur coach David Dowd has most of his skill 


n II schools 


people back on offense, including senior receiver 
Brad Moultrie, who caught a school-record 59 
passes for 865 yards last season, He'll be joined at 


wideout by junior Luke Turner, who had 51 


catch 


a year ago. 


On defense, the secondary is a solid one, 


featuring four returning starters led by corner 


Dounia Whitehouse and Mike Washington, 
who ranked 11th in LAA kickoff returns last 
year with a 26.9-yard average that included two 


touchdowns, a: 
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ree coaches making their Gateway 
head-coaching debur stole the headlines 
last season, with newcomer Mark Farley 
leading Northern Iowa to the conference title 
and into the I-AA playoffs for the first time 
since 1996. 

At Youngstown State, Jon Heacock took 
over for Jim Tressel after his departure for the top 
job at Ohio State and led the Penguins ro a 
second-place finish. And Jack Harbaugh took 
first-year Gateway entrant Western Kentucky to 
an appearance in the postscason. 

This could be the most unpredictable sea- 
son in the Gateway in quite some time. All the 
perennial favorites have huge holes to fill, while 
many of the customary second-tier teams, like 
Indiana State and Southwest Missouri Stare, are 
poised to make a jump to the top should one of 
the leaders falter. And can Western Illinois, 
despite losing nearly every starter on offense, 
rebound from a mediocre 5-5 campaign? 

A clear-cut, two-tier league in the past, it 
seems that the line between contender and pre- 
render in 2002 is-a litde less precise than usual. 


Northern Iowa came out of nowhere a year 
ago under Farley to win the Gareway, advancing 


all che way to the I-AA semifinals, Farley has less 
to sort out, seemingly, than he did a year ago, 
but there are still some questions ro answer. 
Quarterbacks Griff Jurgens and ‘Tom Petrie shared 
time last season due to injury, but both are vying 
for the job full-time this fall. 

Nine offensive and five defensive starters 
return for Farley. Those returnees include four 
on the offensive line. Defensively, the Panthers 
lost their entite starting secondary, The defensive 
line should be a strength, but the loss of Buck 


Predictions 


1 
2. Youngstown State 
3. Western Kentucky 
4. Indiana State 


5. Western Illinois 

6. S.W. Missouri State 
7. Southern Illinois 
8. Illinois State 


thern lowa 
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Things getting tighter at top, 
where UNI should remain. 


BY SEAN P. HAYDEN 
THETIMES OF NORTHWEST INDIANA 


Buchanan Award finalist Adam Voge at line- 
backer will hurt, All-America kicker MacKenzie 
Hoambrecker also returns. 

What will PJ. Mays do for an encore? The 
senior back ran for more than 1,400 yards and 
scored 22 touchdowns asa junior for Youngstown 
State. Mays led the top-scoring offense in the 
Gateway, That unit must find a new leader, as 
standout QB Jeff Ryan, a four-year starter, has 
graduated. Mays shouldn't worry, however, as the 
Penguins return a lot of experience on the line 
and at tight end. 

YSU should be strong on the other side of 
the ball with most of its front seven back. The 
loss of LeVar Greene in the secondary will have 
to be compensated for. 

Western Kentucky tied for second in its 
first year in the Gateway and made the I-AA 
playoffs buc will have its work cut out to 
match that feat again this season, Coach Jack 
Harbaugh lose the top two quarterbacks and top 
two running backs from his option attack, but 
they weren't even the biggest losses. A pair of 
stalwart defensive backs, Mel Mitchell and 
Joseph Jefferson, were both drafted into the NFL 
in April. 

All-America guard Chris Price anchors a 
solid offensive line that helped the Hilltoppers 
rank second in I-AA in rushing last season. 
Defensively, WKU returns all-conference per- 
formers Patrick Reynolds, Sherrod Coates and 
Erik Dandy. 

‘The explosive Julian Reese should help lead 
an Indiana State revival. The senior signal-caller 
‘was the Gareway’s Newcomer of the Year last sea- 
son and is the league's top returning total offense 
leader from a year ago. A double-threat, Reese 
ran for five rouchdowns last year and threw for 
cight mote. His receiving corps, led by Kevin 


Dean, Chris Lewis and Tommy Signars, is deep 


and talented. 

Tackle Richard Harris and back Terrance 
Miles lead a defense that 
year's porous effort. 


have to improve on 


last The Sycamores return 


cight starters, but none bigger or better than the 


6-foot-3, 270-pound Harris, an All-America 
candidate who racked up 14 tackles for loss and 
three sacks despite being hampered by injury. 

Ic looks like Western Illinois, coming off an 
uncharacteristic 5-5 season, will have to win with 


defense this year as the offense lost 10 of 11 


starters, The defense returns nine starters, led by 
linebackers Lee Russell and Jason McWilliams. 
Russ Michna should be ready to handle the 
chores at quarterback and had an. impressive 
spring for coach Don Patterson. 

Southwest Missouri State is making strides 
under fourth-year coach Randy Ball, but how 
many more wins that will bring in che always- 
rough Gateway after last year's 6-5 finish is a big 
question mark. Junior Ryan Porter will take over 
at QB for an offense that averaged 45 points in 
winning ies last four games. Mark Marcos will be 
the main target after setting school records for 
receptions (59) and yardage (905) last season. 
Eddie Linscomb returns to the backfield after 
rushing for 984 yards and averaging 6.4 per carry. 
‘The entire linebacking corps will need to be 
replaced, but there’s experience up front. 

Southern Illinois coach Jerry Kill said dur- 
ing spring scrimmages he wouldn't know, or at 
least say publicly, who his starting quarterback 
would be until the fall. Both candidates, Joel 
Sambursky and Stanley Bryant, are redshire 
freshmen, No matter who gets the call, however, 
his main job will be to turn and hand off to 
‘Tom Koutsos. The All-Gareway performer is the 
Salukis’ all-time leading rusher and ran for nearly 
1,300 yards last season. He'll have to repeat thac 
performance if SIU hopes to improve on last 
year’s dismal 1-10 mark. 

Despite suffering through a 2-9 season a 
year ago, Illinois State showed flashes of a bright 
future, most notably with a 42-14 whipping of 
rhe Redbirds 


return productive wideout Vito Golson, who 


conference champ Northern Ion 


made the switch from linebacker last season, 
bur they need to fill the gaps at quarterback and 
running back. A senior-dominated offensive line 
will have to lead the way. 

‘The Redbirds return tackle machine Boomer 
Grigsby at linebacker. He should be helped 
greatly there by the arrival of TJ. Jackson, who 
played three years at Virginia Tech before trans- 
ferring. A tested secondary should be a strength 
for the ISU defense. 7 


High-octane Bears will provide 
plenty of offense. 


BY CHUCK NEWMAN 


ast preseason, seven of eight Ivy League 
reams had quarterbacks with big-time 
statistics returning, 

Not this yeat. 

‘There will new quarterbacks at six schools, 
most with little or no experience, each trying to 
establish credibility or identity, 

Harvard won't be expected to go undefeated 
this season, and will likely not repeat as champs. 
‘The Crimson took too many graduation hies at 
key positions. Look for the Crimson, along with 
Penn and Princeton, to try and keep high-octane 
Brown out of the Ivy penthouse. 


‘The Brown Bears, under offensive-minded 
coach Phil Estes, will win almost every time they 


can get the opponent in a shootout. They led the 
Iyy and ranked ninth nationally in total offense 
last season with 447 yards a game. 


This year’s key weapons are 6- 


230-pound 
iver Chas Gessner, an NEL prospect and All- 
America who totaled 1,182 receiving yards last 


re 


season and had 19 catches in a game against 
list Brandon 
Buchanan, one of the league's swiftest p 


Rhode Island. Receiver/return speci 


will complement Gessner, as will newcomer 
Lonnie Hill. 


Returning running back Joe Rackley will try 


to keep the defenses honest. Junior transfer Kyle 
Slager and junior Nate Poole will vie for the 
quarterback job. Linebacker Joel Barone, a second- 
team all-leaguer, leads the defense. 

Repeating is always a crapshoot in this league, 
but what were the odds last year on Harvard going 
unbeaten for the first time since 1913? 

Coach Tim Murphy will not be without 
weapons. Returning is Ivy Player of the Year Carl 
Mortis, a receiver who had 71 catches and 12 


Predictions 


1, Brown 5. Cornell 
2, Harvard 6. Dartmouth 
3. Penn 7. Yale 


4, Princeton 8. Columbia 


OFFENSE: Chas Gessner, WR, Brown 


DEFENSE: Dante Balestracci, LB, Harvard 
NEWCOMER: Lonnie Hill, WR, Brown 


114 


touchdowns last season and holds school records 


in both categories. Also back is all-league quar- 
terback Neil Rose, who completed 64 percent of 
ilback Nick Palazzo, 
yards despite missing three 


his passes for 1,830 yards. 
who gained 556 


games with an injury, also returns, 

“The defense lost seven starters to graduation, 
but all-eague linebacker Dante Balestracci, who may 
be the best defensive player in the league, returns. 

For the first time in six years, Penn won't 
sfer Matt Rader 
from Duke, transfer Gavin Hoffman from 


have a mercenary (i.e. tran 


Northwestern) at quarterback. 

Mike Mitchell, who didn’t play last season 
3 passes in 2000, is 
prime candidate co start, 


but completed 15 o} the 


But replacing Hoffman may not be the main 


chore. That may be replacing Kris Ryan, the 


school’s all-time leading rusher, who accounted 


for 1,500 yards of total offense last season. 
Candidates for the job are Jake Perskie, the back- 
up last season; Todd Okolovitch, who sat out last 


year with an injury; and Mike Recchiuti, a former 


state rushing champ as a prep in Pennsylvania. 
iver Rob Milanes 


123 yards short of the school’s all- 


Returning re is only 


me receiving- 
yardage mark. 


The defense should be solid thanks to the 


return of all-league linebacker Travis Belden and 
lineman Chris Penningcon. 

An Ivy title would be nice, but even a win- 
ning season would be significant for Princeton, 
which has had only two of those since 199 


when the Tigers won the league title. 
Optimism comes from experience—19 
returning starters back, eight at their positions 
fora third year. And the team did end last season 
with lopsided wins over Yale and Dartmouth 


‘The Tigers are one of the teams returning 


their quarterback. David Splithoff, who threw 
for 1,680 yards and nine touchdowns last season, 
will have good targets in receivers Chisom Opara 
(36 catches for 581 yards) and B,J. Szymanski. 
Running back Cameron Atkinson, who 


averaged 5.8 yards a carry, also returns. 


Harvard at Brown, September 28 
Brown at Princeton, October 19 


DIVISION 1 


-AA 


Cornell is going to have to bank on its 
that lost seven 


defense to buy time for an offer 
starters, including quarterback Rick Rahne, who 
ran up 220 yards of offense a game last season and 
leaves with most of the school passing records. 
‘The new QB will have a prime target in 
ches for 597 


Keith Ferguson, who made 50 
rds in 2001. 

“The defense returns virtually intact. The leader 
is defensive back James Moriarty, who had four 
interceptions and was in on 64 tackles last season, 


‘Things have to get better at Dartmouth, 


where injuries, espe 


ally at quareerback and to 
linebacker Matt Mercer, contributed to a 1-8 
record last year 

Things should improve with 37 lettermen 
back. L 


Ivy Rookie of the Year, Steve Jensen, a corner- 


ding the lise of returnees is last season's 


back who led the league in tackles with 79 and 
for kickoff 
return yardage with 771 yards on 31 attempts. 


broke the school's single-season mi 


Another key returee is quarterback Brian 
Mann, who sat out last season with a broken 
hand but is fifth in school history with 2,999 
career passing yards, He threw for 994 yards and 
touchdowns in 2000. 


‘The two quarterbacks who took almost all 
the snaps last season at Yale—Perer Lee, who led 
Hyland, who led 
the team in rushing—have graduated. 

Alvin Co 


last year, may get the job. 


the team in passing, and 


an, who threw only fe 


Hopes are high that Robert Carr, who rushed 
for 325 yards and three touchdowns in the first 
five games of last year before an injury ended his 
season, is ready for a breakout campaign. 

Ave 


cran linebacker corps headed by Ken 
Estrera, Tate Rich and Derek Goeriz leads the 
defense. 

‘The Columbia Lions, who were “offensively 


challenged” last season, ranking last in the league 


in scoring at 20.6 points a game, could have 
problems with the ball again. 
Quarterback Jeff McCall, who had a 59.3 


completion rate in throwing for 1,819 yards, 


and running back John Reese, who averaged 96 
yards rushing a game (fourth-best in the league), 
are gone. 

But there are 31 lettermen returning, includ- 


ing 17 on defense, where second-team all-league 


defensive back Phil Murray leads the charge, Mil 


Penn at Princeton, November 
Harvard at Penn, November 16 
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Metro Atlantic 


nother season, another championship for 
Atlantic Athletic Conference’. regular 

season has been little more than a formality lead- 
ing up to another coronation for the Dukes, who 
are gunning for their fourth consecutive confer- 
ence crown and sixth in the lase eight years. 

And Duquesne, as usual, is loaded with 
talent despite some heavy graduation losses. 

‘The Dukes lost running back Donte Small, 
the MAAC’s Offensive Player of the Year last 
season, and his backfield mate, Josh Rue. The 
duo accounted for 94.8 percent of the team’s 
rushing yards in 2001, but 17 other players who 
started at least a game from that team are back. 

Also aboard is one of the better coaches ever 
to grace a MAAC sideline in Penn State grad 
Greg Gattuso, a four-time winner of the league's 
Coach-of-the-Year award in his nine seasons 
(71-25 overall). Over thar time, Gatcuso has 
directed the Dukes to a 49-7 MAAC record, 
including an active 16-game conference winning 
streak dating back to late in the 1999 season. 


Its leading ground-gainers are gone, but 
Duquesne (6-0 MAAC, 8-3 overall) never seem- 
ingly has to rebuild. With Small and Rue gone, 
junior Mike Hilliard, who was expected to con- 
tend for major playing minutes last season before 
breaking a thumb and missing the entire year, 
will step in at tailback. Sophomore quarterback 
Niel Loebig, a 6-3, 215-pounder who came out 
of nowhere to throw for 2,112 yards and 22 
touchdowns last season, should be even berter 
with a year under his belt. Helll have plenty of 
targets, beginning with 6-2, 215-pound senior 
Jeremy Conley (41 catches, 766 yards) and junior 
Yardon Brantley (35, 719). 


Predictions 


1. Duquesne 6. Siena 

2. St. Peter's 7, Canisius 

3. Fairfield 8. LaSalle 

4, Marist 9. St.John’s 
5. lona 
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MAAC to put up its Dukes again. 


BY STEVE AMEDIO 
SCHENECTADY (NY) GAZETTE 


On defense, senior cornerback Leigh Bodden 
already holds every school interception record and 
needs seven more to tie the Division LAA all-time 
career record of 28. 

Afcer losing to Duquesne carly last season, 
St. Peter's (6-1, 10-1) ran off nine straight victo- 
ries while outscoring opponents 256-42. The 
Peacocks have talent and quickness. They only 
lack overall size when compared with Duquesne. 
But some young players who played major roles 
in 2001 should be even better this season. They 
include last season's Offensive Rookie of the Year, 
running back Derek Clayton (945 rushing yards), 
and Defensive Rookie of the Year Shawn Poling, 
46-1, 235-pound linebacker who was in on 49 
tackles last season, including 22 for losses. The 
Peacocks’ strength is a defense that ranked first 
nationally on the LAA level last year in points 
(8.2) and yardage allowed per game (156.5). 

‘Two years ago, Fairfield (5-2, 5-5) lose its 
only MAAC game by a missed extra point to 
Duquesne. Last year though, there was a slight 
dropoff that the Stags will be trying to reverse 
this time around. They have a solid nucleus of 
returning all-league-caliber players to do it, 
beginning with senior quarterback Mike Cerchio 
(1,455 passing yards, 17 touchdown passes in 
2001) and his favorite target, senior wide receiver 
Andrew Turf (a MAAC-best 61 catches). The 
running game is in the good hands of junior tail- 
back Rishawd Watson (776 yards), while 6-3, 
295-pound senior Issac Brockman anchors the 
offensive line. Nick Toraro, a junior defensive 
back, is the team’s top defender. 

Marist (2-4, 3-6) finished wich a sub-.500 
record for the first time in seven years, but seems 
to have enough quality returning to have a 
chance to start another streak this season. The 
Red Foxes have a strong offensive ine duo in 
275-pound seniors Mike Loniewski and Juwan 
Jackson, both first-team All-MAAC picks last 
year. They'll open holes for senior backs Alfredo 
Riullano and Chris Price. The top defenders are 
defensive backs Ike Ibeh and Ian Jackson. 

Despite some key losses, Jona (3-3, 4-5) 


appears capable of another solid season. The Gaels 


lose eight starters from last year, including two 
quarterbacks, but return a third quarterback in 
Billy Brieden, who could be the school’s best 
player at the position in more than a decade. Also 
back is senior running back Rob Terry, whose 
938 rushing yards placed second in the MAAC 
last season. Those two will be protected by an 
offensive line that veteran coach Fred Mariani 
believes will be the best in school history. 
Defensively, cornerback Tom Lagomarsino is the 
top returning tackler (51 last season). 

After back-to-back one-victory seasons, 
Siena (1-6, 1-8) looks poised to do better this 
year. Junior Christian Karolus, a two-year starter 
at quarterback, not only has a strong arm but 
uses his 6-2, 230-pound body ro be an effective 
power runner. Sophomores Robert Prince, the 
starting tailback, and Khalid Rice, a wide receiver, 
are two of the MAAC’s better athletes. Dan 
Smacchia, a senior linebacker, is one of the con- 
ference’s top defensive players. 

Canisius (1-6, 1-8) is 5-30 in the MAAC 
over the last five years, and enters this season 
with some relatively young key players. Freshmen 
Adam Fatzinger and Tony Bonura shared quar- 
terbacking duties last year and will battle again 
for that position. Sophomore Eric Mitchell, who 
had a 209-yard game against Marist in 2001, is 
the likely starter at tailback, Tom Perkovich, a 
6-5, 275-pounder and three-year basketball team 
walk-on, keys the offensive line. The Golden 
Griffins, though, need to shore up on defense after 
giving up 40.4 points per contest last season. 

La Salle (2-4, 5-4) has a new coach in former 
assistant Archie Stalcup, who served under previ- 
ous head man Bill Manlove. Manlove directed 
the program for the last four seasons and had 
212 career victories in a 31-year career. Stalcup 
inherits a team that suffered heavy graduation 
losses. Among the key returnees are sophomore 
running back Jeff Fletcher and linebackers Rob 
Melntosh and Jason Zurn. 

St. John’s (1-9) joins the MAAC after play- 
ing last season in the Northeast Conference, 
closing out the year with a school-record eight 
straight losses and recording just the fifth losing 
season in coach Bob Ricca’s 24-year tenure, On 
top of thar, it suffered some offseason transfer 
losses, including standout QB Kyle Lauver. 
Back, though, is senior Matt May, who led the 
NEC with 60 catches last year. rT] 


It’s Albany’s turn in NEC. 


BY STEVE AMEDIO 
SCHENECTADY (17) ONLY GAZETTE 


ince its inception in 1996, the Northeast 
Som could always count on 

Robert Mortis, with the certainty of 
death and taxes, ro win its championship. 

Until last season, that is. 

The Colonials rejoined the ranks of the 
mortals in 2001, losing their conference opener 
to eventual titlist Sacred Heart as well as two 
other non-league games, It marked the end of a 
five-year run in which the Joe Walton-coached 
team either won or shared the NEC crown. 

Now, the only certainty in the NEC is that 
there isn’t any. 

Any of four or five teams will contend for 
the regular-season title, although that kind of par- 
ity makes it likely there won't be a dominant team 
like the Colonials, ot like Sacted Heart, which 
finished a perfect 11-0 last season. 

Based on pure talent, Albany's Great Danes, 
wich seven returning first- or second-team All- 
NEC players, look more than capable of win- 
ning the conference title, 


Entering his 29th season as head coach, Bob 
Ford (170-108 career record) has produced some 
strong individual talent and gaudy season 
records at Albany (7-3 overall last season, 5-2 
NEC). But Ford has some of the best talent in the 
history of his program this year, and that could 
help produce one of the team’s bese seasons. Back 
are three NEC first-teamers in linebacker Josh 
Bazan (the leagues top returning tackler with 100 
last year), defensive back Samson Brown (four 
interceptions) and bruising 6-1, 295-pound offen- 
sive lineman Alex Argulewicz. The Great Danes 
have two other big, key offensive linemen return- 
ing in 6-6, 285-pound Geir Gudmundsen and 
6-2, 270-pound Regan Jones. Defensively, line- 
man John Bolt, a 6-4, 250-pounder, is outstand- 


Predictions 


1, Albany 

2. Robert Morris 
3, Sacred Heart 
4, Monmouth 


5, Wagner 

6. Stony Brook 

7, Central Connecticut 
8. St. Francis (Pa.) 


ing. Albany is set at quarterback, too, with senior 
Ryan Roeder (1,019 passing yards). The only real 
question is at running back, but senior Jon George 


should step up. His 5.3 yards-per-carry average in 
a reserve role led the team last year. 

Last year’s one league loss and two more 
against non-conference opponents is about as low 
as it goes for Robert Morris (6-3, 6-1), which 
could easily improve on those marks this season. 
Although the Colonials’ quarterback, NEC 
Offensive Player of the Year Tim Levcik, has 
graduated, that only means the offense will fall 
even more to 5-9, 190-pound senior running 
back Sam Dorsett (a league-best 129.6 rushing 
yards per game), which isn't necessarily 2 bad 
thing. Junior Kevin Wachhaus, a 6-4, 265-pound 
offensive lineman, opens holes for Dorsett, 
and junior tight end Brent Hockenberry (39 
catches for 661 yards) adds some versatility to 
the offense. Defensive back Corey Oaks brings 
toughness to the defense, and kicker/punter Jeff 
Carlo is the NEC's best at those tasks. 

What can Sacred Heart (8-0 NEC) do for 
an encore after a perfect season? Duplicating that 
isnt likely, bur the Pioncers won't drop off much, 
even with a new head coach. Bill Lacey replaces 
Jim Fleming (now an assistant at North 
Carolina), but Lacey was the offensive coordina- 
tor last season as the team put up a league-best 
40.9 points per game. While Sacred Heart took 
some graduation hits offensively, Lacey's schemes 
should continue to put points on the board. A 
top-notch defense, anchored by returning NEC 
Defensive Player of the Year Kayode Mayowa, a 
linebacker, and defensive back Blake Neri (a 
league-best six interceptions in 2001) will help 
keep opponents’ points off the board. 

A defense that ranked second in the confer- 


ence carried Monmouth (7-3, 5-2) to rare heights 
last season, and gives the Hawks a chance to at 
least duplicate that kind of success. Linemen Chris 
Ammacher and Sean Kerr, both quick 240- 
pounders, earned all-conference honors last year 
and are back to spearhead the defense again. 
Senior quarterback Bill Rankin (149.5 passing 


yards per game) runs the offense. Senior Chad 


Smith will likely be the featured running back. 
Senior kicker Ryan Peterson scored 52 points last 
season, a school record for a placekicker, 

‘Wagner (3-6, 3-5) suffered through its first 
losing season since 1978 in 2001. But the 
Seahawks should get back on the winning side, 
and might even be a dark-horse title contender if 
sophomore quarterback Chris Spina, who had a 
strong relief effort in a season-ending loss at San 
Diego, can emerge. The team’s other major offen- 
sive weapon is junior tailback Chris Davis (69.7 
rushing yards per game), Defensively, linebacker 
Jeremy Balina is among the best in the NEC. His 
27 tackles for loss in 2001 were one short of the 
conference’ single-season record. 

Stony Brook (3-6, 3-5) closed the doors on 
Seawolves Field with a 34-0 victory over St. Francis 
lase year, but it isnt likely to have a season full of 
similar results in its new 8,000-seat facility. Still, 
back-to-back victories at the end of the season 
provide some optimism. Senior linebacker Aden 
Smith leads the defense afer a single-season 
school record of 112 tackles last year. Senior 
quarterback Scott Bard is the league's most pro- 
lific passer, averaging 243.3 yards per game in 
seven contests last season, 

Experience gained by a young team a year 
ago could start producing positive results this 
season for Central Connecticut State (2-7, 2-5). 
‘The Blue Devils got better as last season pro- 
gressed behind a freshman quarterback (Scott 
Dolch) and two solid freshman wide receivers 
(Nick Dresko and Joe Holderman). Dolch fin- 
ished with 1.113 passing yards, while Dresko had 
ighth best in the NEC. They'll get 
plenty of offensive help from senior running back 
Clinton Dunston (761 rushing yards in 2001). 
Defensively, junior linebacker Travis Lewis and 
lineman Brian Ward will help fill the void left by 
graduated linebacker lan Whittingham, whose 
350 career tackles is the NEC's all-time best mark, 

St. Francis (Pennsylvania) was the NEC's 


37 catches, 


youngest team last year, and it showed with an 
0-10, 0-7 ledger. Bur the growing pains that have 
produced 24 straight losses over the past three 
seasons should start easing some this year and 
beyond. At least, that’s what new coach Dave 
Opfar hopes after replacing Dave Jaumotte, who 
was 2-30 in three years. Sophomore quarterback 
Kevin McCray threw for 902 yards last season, 
providing some hope fora better future. Ml 
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DIVISION 


Ohio Valley 


he Ohio Valley Conference champion has 
Te with a perfect league record in 10 

of the past 11 seasons. But an undefeated 
run through the league isn't likely this season. 

Although Eastern Illinois and Eastern 
Kentucky have edged their way above the pack, 
one clearly dominating presence simply doesn't 
exist, Should Eastern Illinois not repeat as cham- 
pion the conference will crown its fourth differ- 
ent winner in as many seasons. 

‘The balance of the conference showed in 
the final I-AA Top 25 poll of last season, Three 
OVC teams were ranked, led by No. 9 Eastern 
Illinois, followed by Eastern Kentucky at No. 18 
and No, 23 Tennessee Tech. 

Despite having teams recognized in the polls, 
the league is looking to gain more respect when 


it comes to postseason bids. For the fourth time 


in the past five seasons the OVC did not place an 
at-large team in the [-AA playoffs, 


Despite its second-place Finish in the confer- 
ence and only a four-point loss to OVC champ 
Eastern Illinois, Eastern Kentucky (8-2 overall, 
5-1 OVC) was omitted from last season's I-AA 
playoffs, Dont think the Colonels forgot about it 

Ie may be one of the reasons coach Roy 
Kidd returned for his 39th season at the school. 
Kidd, 70, became just the eighth NCAA coach 
co win his 300th career game last season. This 
Colonel team could ride him to glory. 

‘The offense returns quarterbacks ‘Travis 
Turner and ‘Toki McCray, who shared duties 
throughout the season. Turner emerged with an 
edge as the starter late last season, Whether it’s 
‘Turner or McCray calling signals, the EKU quar- 
terback will spend a great deal of time handing 
off to CJ. Hudson. The sophomore tailback 


Predictions 


1, Eastern Kentucky 
2. Eastern Illinois 
3. Murray State 

4, Tennessee Tech 


5. Tennessee State 
6. Southeast Missouri 
7. Tennessee-Martin 
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Memories of tourney snub should 
give talented EKU incentive bonus. 


BY C.L. BROWN, 
THE (LOUISVILLE) COURER-JOURNAL. 


was a first-team AI-LOVC selection as a freshman, 
gaining a conference-best 1,221 yards rushing in 
only nine games, 

OVC Defensive Player of the Year Yeremiah 
Bell is the heare of the Colonels’ defense. Bell, a 
senior free safety, led the conference with six inter- 
ceptions and was the team’s leading tackler for the 
second straight season, EKU led the conference in 
team defense and ranked seventh nationally, but 
has to replace its entire starting linebacker corps to 
continue to be the OVC’ best. 

You can't mention the leagues best without 
saying “Romo.” Two-time Offensive Player of the 
Year Tony Romo aims to make Eastern Illinois 
(9-2, 6-0) the conference’ first repeat champion 
since Tennessee State won back-to-back titles in 
1998 and 1999, The Panthers, who won theie first 
OVC title since joining the league in 1996, are 
eyeing more than justa conference title. Although 
they finished ninth in the final I-AA poll, the 
Panthers are trying to make a run in the playoffs 
after their second straight first-round exit 

Romo, a senior quarterback, could also 
become the first player to win the league's highest 
offensive honor three consecutive seasons. Romo 
led the nation in passing efficiency last season, 
bolstered by his 21 touchdown passes against 
only six interceptions, 

‘The Panthers led the conference in points 
scored and should again post big numbers. 
Senior tailback J.R. Taylor, who rushed for 1,177 
yards and 18 touchdowns, will help keep pres- 
sure on opposing defenses by bringing balance to 
the Panthers’ attack, 

Offensively, all the pieces are there for 
Murray State (4-6, 2-4). Junior quarterback 
Stewart Childress is back, So are leading rushers 
Billy Blanchard and Garner Byats, Top receiver 
Marcus Christon and four starters on the offen- 
sive line return as well. 

The Racers took a step backward in its second 
season under coach Joe Pannunzio but look to 
make up for it this year, Murray's output dropped 
from scoring 33.3 points per game in 2000 to 
just 21.4 last season, Receiver Deandre Green, a 


transfer from Auburn, could help the Racers 
return to their high-octane ways. 
Defensively, Murray returns 


seven starters, 
buc still has much improving to do, The Racers 
have allowed more than 400 yards per game each 
of the last two seasons. Help is on the way in the 
form of Marcus Johnson (6-1, 270 pounds), who 
also transferred from Auburn, 

‘Tennessee ‘Tech (7-3, 4-2) won't have to 
worry about maturity on its defense. D.J. Bleisath, 
a 6-foot-5 senior end, anchors a unit that returns 
eight starters, Bleisath led the nation with 24 
tackles for loss last season, and was second in 
LAA with 10 sacks. ‘Tech's biggest question mark 
is at quarterback, where sophomore Robert Craft 
is the heir apparent, 


3-3) has cultivated 
some of the league's best offen: 


‘Tennessee State (8-3, 


e talent over the 
past five seasons. But the Tigers will open 2002 
with their third different starting quarterback in 
as many years, Sophomores Kenny Irby, Bryson 
Rosser and Riley Walker each headed into spring 


with a chance to win the starting role, 
‘The Tigers won't be short-handed or inexpe- 
rienced otherwi 


pract 


. Sophomore tailback Charles 
Anthony led the team with 728 yards rushing last 
season. The top three receivers rerurn in C.J, 
Johnson (50 receptions, 910 yards), Patrick 
Jenkins (44, 559) and Ron Jackson (30, 496), 

Southeast Missouri (4-7, 1-5) quarterback 
Jeromy McDowell only figures to improve in his 
sophomore season. McDowell set a school record 
with 2,051 yards passing last year, becoming just 
the third SEMO quarterback to eclipse the 
2,000-yard mark, 

McDowell will have plenty of help with his 
top two receivers also returning. Willie Ponder 
ranked Lith in LAA, averaging 6.4 receptions 
per game, Adrian Sanders caught 42 passes for 
684 yards and gives McDowell another experi- 
enced target. 

‘The struggle continues at Tennessee- 
Martin (1-10, 0-6), whete coach Sam MecCorkle’s 
rebuilding project enters its third season, 
McCorkle has his system firmly in place; now he 
needs the talent to pull the Skyhawks out of the 
ove 
Hines has been the starting quarterback his first 
two seasons, freshmen Chad Nash (6-0, 190) 
and Brady M, Wahlberg (6-1, 175) will make a 
push for his job. rT] 


cellar. Although 5-foot-7 junior Robert 


round the Patriot League, they're 
known as the “Big 1-2.” Lehigh and 
Colgate have either won or shared the 


regular-season championship the last five years. 
That's not about to change, even though peren- 
nial cellar-dweller Fordham made a mad dash 
from worst to third in a 7-4 season, the Rams’ 
first winning campaign in 13 years. 


“We're all chasing the Big 1-2,” Fordham 


coa 


h Dave Clawson says. “Everybody has the 
pieces. Which one of us can knock them off is 
the story every year.” 

lI—in 1996, 
has the talent advantage 


So far, that’s been only Bucknel 
Lehigh probabl 


this year, but Colgate expects to be with the 


Mountain Hawks every step of the way—tight 
up to when they meet November 9 at Lehigh, 


which has won three of the last four meetings. 


Chad Schwenk’s decision r go home, ro 
transfer after two losing seasons at Rutgers, means 
Lehigh is set at quarterback for two more years. 
The Mountain Hawks 


re stocked with quality 
athletes across the board, beginning with a pair of 
first-team all-league players—defensive tackle Theo 
Moss and center Jeff Santacroce. Moss tied for the 


league lead with eight sacks and had 12 tackles for 


los 


bac 


Matt Salvaterra, who will move from corner- 
ker Brian Kelley 
were second-team All-Pacriot players last fall 


to strong safety, and place 


Injuries hastened Jermaine Pugh rise to start- 
ing tailback, Pugh led the team in rushing and was 
the league's most eff 


tive punt returner, bringing 

back two for touchdowns and averaging 14.7 yards, 
CChieFamong coach Pete Lembo’ few concerns 

is how fast Schwenk grasps a complicated offense. 


Colgate appears to be one victory—over 
Lehigh—from winning the league championship. 


A three-point loss to the Mountain Hawks cost 


Predictions 


1. Lehigh 5. Fordham 
2. Colgate 6. Towson 
3. Bucknell 7. Lafayette 


4, Holy Cross 8, Georgetown 
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‘Big 1-2’ set to battle again. 


BY ED LAUBACH 
EASTON (PA) EXPRESS-TIMES 


it a share of the title last season, Otherwise, the 
Red Raiders are poised to go all the way with 17 
returning starters, including three first-team all- 
league players—tailback Nate Thomas, tight end 
John Frieser and free safety Ameer Riley. 
Thomas rushed for 808 yards last season, 
while quarterback Tom McCune passed for 


1,965 yards and 13 touchdowns. 

Acknowled 
championship withour a victory over Lehigh, 
Bucknell coach ‘Tom Gadd will rake his best 
shot with a stout defense and returning quarte 
back Todd Wenrich. Wenrich passed for 2,327 
ards and 12 touchdowns last season. 


ging there can be no league 


‘Wenrich will throw to Jim Horan, a second- 
ream all-league wideout who caught 59 balls for 
714 yards. Albert Marquardt, another wide receiver, 


aught 41 passes. The Bison are breaking in a new 


tailback and four players on the offensi 


Gadd says nose guard Adam Lord is the best 


defensive lineman he has had in his eight sc 
and Joe Ma 
two combined for 13 sacks and were first-team 
1s last fall. “Lord,” Gadd says, 


“can dominate a game 


ons 


he 


ey the best rushing lineman. “ 


All-Pactiot pl 


Holy Cross appears destined for another 
middle-of-the-pack finish despite the return of 
senior quarterback Brian Hall, who seized the 
starting job halfway through his freshman season, 
and linebacker David Dugan, whose 100 tackles 
make him the leading returning tackler in the 
league. Defensive tackle Nicholas Soivilien, cor- 


nerback Gary Bordelon and offensive tackle Ross 


Sullivan all return after season-ending injuries 
e end Chinua Melton, 
who led the league with four recovered fumbles 


last preseason. Defensi 


and ranked fourth with 14 tackles for loss, leads 
the defense. Coach Dan Allen expects to field a 


more athletic club but one that will have an 
abundance of sophomores in the mix. 
Fordham is still riding high after last year's 


surprising 7-4 mark, the 


chool's first winning 
record since its Division III days in 1988. 

The Rams return a surplus of talent at the 
offensive skill positions and should be strong 
defensively with end Colby Kuhns (eight sacks, 


16 tackles for loss) and a vereran secondary. Matt 
Fordyce, a second-team all-league punter two 
years ago who sat our last season, is a special- 
teams weapon, as is Javarus Dudley, the league's 


2 


koff returner and No. 2 receiver in 


leading ki 
2001 with 68 catches for 1,053 yards and nine 
back Kirwin Watson was the 
Patriot’ only 1,000-yard rusher last fall. 


touchdowns. 


Towson expected to stumble a bit last fall 


after compiling back-to-back 7-4 seasons, but its 
final 3-7 mark did not seem like an alternative. 
Graduation losses were compounded by injuries, 
personal problems and academic woes, 

Wideout Jamal White, who sat out last season 
after breaking his left ring finger near the end of 


preseason camp, heads the list of returning players. 


White, who caught a school-record 82 passes for 
1,322 yards as a sophomore, needs 24 catches to 


become Towson's career receiving leader, 

Cornerback Reggie Danage, a Villanova 
transfer, and defensive end Steve Nance, who 
was third in the league last year with eight sacks, 


are players to watch on defense. 


With five consecutive losing seasons and no 
winner since 1993, look for more of the same 
from Lafayette, which should light it up offen- 
sively but struggle without the ball, 

The L 
Marko Glavi 
ing yards per game, completing 211 of 373 


ppards begin with quarterback 


who led the league with 246 pass- 


throws for 2,460 yards. Wideout John Weyrauch 


chris 


was third in Patriot rec 


iving yards (889). 
Royle was the first-team all-league center and 
Kevin Moss a second-team offensive tackle, 
Tailback Joe McCourt was named the Pattioe’s 
Rookie of the Year after rushing for 731 yards 
s. But third 
ni’s club is practically starting from 


and catching 22 pa ar coach 
Frank Ta 


scratch on defense, with only four starters back. 


Outscored by an average 37-10 in its first 
Patriot League season, Georgetown made linemen 


L. 


coach 


a priority when it set out on the recruiting tr 


“That's been the major difference, 
Bob Benson says of his team’s switch from the 
Metro Adantic Athletic Conference to the 
Patriot. “It’s a different level in the trenches.” 


ide receiver is the reams best position. 
Luke McArdle (41 catches, 511 yards), Trenton 
Hillier (37, 395) and Melvin Jones, a transfer 
from Hofstra, offer strong possibilities in the 
passing game. . 
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Pioneer 


ow important are seniors? Jacksonville 


will find our this season, while 
Davidson is hoping to. The Dolphins 


made it to last season's Pioneer Football League 


title game in their fir 


year in the league, riding 
This y 


rebuilding begins, Ie was the same scen 


the coattails of r the 


large senior class 


a 
year ago for Davidson, which went young with 


an eye towards the next two seasons. Look for 


the Wildcats to make a push to the top of the 
South Division 

The North will follow a familiar path— 
Dayton will destroy everyone in its path. Mike 
Kelly hi 
the country on two simple premises: you run the 


built one of the top I-AA programs in 


football and you stop the guy who has it. 


North Division 


If you thought the Dayton Flyers were 


tough ro score on last season—when they sur- 


rendered a tad more than two TDs a game. 
wait until you get a load of them now. 
All-America candidate Mark Kasmer is one 
of two all-conference players returning in the 
secondary, along with Aaron Furman, Kasmer 
was second in the nation wich nine interceptions 


last season, returning three for scores. Other 


defensive standouts returning include linebacker 
‘Tyler Bowersock and linemen Andy Bentley and 
‘Trent Karn, Junior running back Tony Hurps led 
the conference in scoring last season and is back, 
along with quarterback Kelly Spiker, who may 
cake on a larger part of the offense. 

San Diego's push to the upper half of the 


seniors who must be replaced by coach Kevin 


McGarry. The news isn’t all bad for McGarry, 


Predictions 


NORTH DIVISION SOUTH DIVISION 

1. Dayton 1, Davidson 

2. San Diego 2. Morehead State 
3. Butler 3. Jacksonville 

4, Drake 4, Austin Peay State 


5. Valparaiso 
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North Division last year was fueled by a slew of 


Sky’s the limit for the Flyers. 


BY SEAN P. HAYDEN 
THE TIMES OF NORTHWEST INDIANA 


though, as Kenny Villalobos and Philip Thrash, 
the team’s rop two rushers, are back, as is junior 
quarterback Eric Rasmussen, Rasmussen was sec- 
ond in the league in both passing efficiency and 
rotal offer 


Butler has to figure out a way to shore uy 


defense that gave up more than 32 points per 
& P P 


game last year. Several key producers return, so 
the potential is there. Junior Brandon Martin led 


the team with five interceptions as a sophomore, 


while contributors Lou Capizzi, Russ Mann and 
Joel Rush are still around. 

‘The Bulldogs’ high-powered offense turned 
the ball over an average of three times a game last 
year, but recurs All-PEL selections Roman Speron 


in the backfield and wideout Kyle Derickson. 
Coach Ken LaRose needs to find a replacement 
for stalwart QB DeWayne Ewing, who threw for 
2,400 yards last season, 

‘The straw thar stirs the drink for Drake is 
senior quarterback Ira Vandever, who put up big 
numbers in 2001. Vandever is a true double- 
threat and led the Bulldogs in passing and rush- 
ing yardage I 

Defe 
a unit that ranked at the bottom of the league 


sively, the Bulldogs lost a bunch from 


statistically, which will put a lor of pressure on 
er Adam Lackey 
ng led the Bulldogs in sacks as 


the offense to produce. Lineb: 


is promi 


ng, hav 


a sophomore. 

Ieall came crashing down around Valparaiso 
last year, one season removed from a league title. 
Injutie 


ind uncertainty at the quarterback spot 
plagued coach ‘Tom Hore all season. The situation 
heading into the fall doesnt look a whole lor better, 
as the three primary signal-callers from last year 
have moved on, meaning Valpo will be unproven 
behind center. Sophomore Rob Giancola, who led 
the squad in receiving yards, returns with sopho- 


more running back Chris Daniels on offense. 


South Division 

Davidson will be making a lot of noise with 
its defense this season, returning a dozen or so 
impact players on that side of the ball. Leading 
the way is senior linebacker Jim Carney, who 


st 
season, and defensive backs Adam and Graham 


racked up 96 tackles, including 11 for loss 


Elmore, Ryan Tennis and Scott McDonald com- 
bined for 12.5 sacks last season. 

Quarterbacks Paul Nichols and Andrew 
Pickens split time behind center last season, and 
both are back. Sophomore John Leverett returns 
in the backfield. Junior Barrett Johnson led the 
team in receptions and spearheads a nice 
receiving corps that also includes Randall Hardy, 
Mike Chase and Chris Caison. 

It took Morehead State until the fifth 


week last season to pick up a win, and it still 


rebounded for a 6-5 scason, The Eagles back- 
field-by-committee has fullbacks David White, 
Nick Wooldridge and Nick Coyin and halfbacks 
Greg Williams and Eli Parkes all returning intact 
for coach Mart Ballard, Junior signal-caller David 
Caudill also returns. 

A pair of all-conference picks return on 
defense in linebacker Zac Prewire and defensive 
back Brandon Phillips. Prewitt racked up 108 
tackles last season while Phillips led the team 
with five interceptions. 

Jacksonville enjoyed its first season in the 
PEL, winning the South before losing to Dayton 
in the inaugural tile game. ‘Then came the 
biggest loss—that of five AIl-PFL selections the 
Dolphins must somehow replace. 

Tailback Brent Alexander is gone after being 
the only player in the league to top 1,000 yards 


season. Sei 


rushing las ior Emmett Akins steps 
in for Alexander. Both quarterbacks have gradu- 
ated, but receiver Jon ‘Turner and tight end 
Andrew Bianchi return along with all-conference 
offensive lineman Kevin Womble. 

Sure, there were seven losses @ season ago 
for Austin Peay State, but they came by an 
average of three points as the Governors were 
winless in their first PEL season. Hoping to 
turn those close ones in their favor this se 


son, 
the Govs have all-conference back Jay Bailey 
returning to the fold after rushing for nearly 
900 yards and seven TDs last season. Peay 


needs to fill in ar both the quarterback and 
wide receiver spots, however, after losing its top 
two producers there from a year ago. The Govs 
have a pair of ball hawks returning in the sec- 
ondary in sophomore Corey Phillips and senior 


Thomas Sexton, who each snagged five ince 


ceptions last season. ry] 
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Shuffled deck should benefit Apps. 


BY STAN OLSON 
THE CHARLOTTE OBSERVER 


he Southern Conference spent the offsea- 
T: losing two high-profile coaches and 

one oh-so-low-profile football program, 
and well start with the latter first. 

Virginia Military Institute, a member of the 
league since 1924, decided it was tited of having 
its football teams annually clobbered by the rest 
of the league, and opted to jump to the Big 
South instead. The Keydets will still be cannon 
fodder this fall and possibly in 2003 as well— 
unless the SC can find a suitable replacement. 

At the other end of the standings, the league 
celebrated the meeting of two of its best in the 
NCAA FAA national semifinals, with Furman 
coming out a 24-17 winner at Georgia Southern. 
‘The Paladins went on to lose to Montana in 
the title game, and then both SC schools lost 
their coaches. 

‘The Paladins’ Bobby Johnson is taking over 
at Vanderbilt, while the Eagles’ Paul Johnson 
moves on to Navy. Those 10-win seasons will be 
abit harder to come by now, fellas. 

Both programs promoted from within, with 
Furman turning to longtime assistant Bobby Lamb 
and Georgia Southern opting for Mike Sewak. 


‘We've said this before, but this really, really, 
really might be Appalachian State's year to 
dominate this league. The Mountaineers are 
always good, of course (9-4 and 6-2 in the league 
last season), but they’te usually looking up at 
some other family member by season's end. 

While the Apps will be their usual sturdy 
selves defensively this fall, the key to a break- 
through is probably senior QB Joe Burchette, 
who could become ASU’ all-time leading passer 
with a solid 2002. Burchette was the only league 
passer to top 2,000 yards last season. 


Predictions 


1. Appalachian State 6. Wofford 

2, East Tennessee St. 7. The Citadel 
3. Western Carolina 8. Chattanooga 
4. GeorgiaSouthern 9. VMI 

5. Furman 


“The defense will be solid again after finish- 
ing ninth nationally in total defense and leading 
the league with 32 sacks, A dozen of the latter 
belonged to defensive end Josh Jefiries. 

Are we crazy? We can't pick East Tennessee 
State ahead of Georgia Southern and Furman, 
‘Those guys always finish ahead of ETSU. 

Maybe nor this year. While the traditional 
powers regroup under new management, coach 
Paul Hamilton's Buccaneers (6-5, 4-4) return all 
11 defensive starters from a team that actually 
beat GSU a year ago. 

ETSU scored 14 or fewer points five times 
in 2002, bue maybe the winner of the QB battle 
that features Jatavis Sanders, DeShannon 
Gamble and Virginia Tech transfer Jason Davis 
will provide a little offense, 

New coach Kent Briggs could be the bene- 
ficiary of a breakthrough season at Western 
Carolina. The Catamounts were already pretty 
good last year (7-4, 5-3). Six of the top seven 
tacklers return, including Nick McNeil (11 sacks) 
at defensive end. 

‘The offense is also experienced—all 11 
srarters are back—and starts with tailback Fred 
Boateng, who produced 1,225 rushing yards and 
12 TDs in 2001. 

‘The Georgia Southern Eagles (12-2, 7-1) 
find themselves unlikely to extend their streak of 
winning or sharing five straight SC titles, Fullback 
Adrian Peterson, the leagues Offensive Player of 
the Year, is gone, as is all-conference QB J.R. 
Revere. New coach Sewak, GSU’s former offen- 
sive coordinator, has a lor of regrouping to do. 

He's not expected to change the Eagles’ 
ground-oriented attack or 4-3 defensive alignment, 
bur he has to find some folks to run them. 
Peterson's replacement is expected to be sophomore 
Hakim Ford, who had 170 rushing yards in 2001. 

All-America tackle Freddy Pesqueira (128 
tackles) anchors the defense. 

Will the Burman Paladins lead their Lamb 
to slaughter juse a year after their near miss at a 
national title? 

Nah, they won't be that bad. But, since five 
of their six All-Americas are gone, they wont be 


12-3 again, either, The losses of tailback Louis 
Ivory and middle linebacker Will Bouton are 
most noticeable, but the departure of three all- 
conference performers on the offensive line may 
be more damaging. Who's going to protect solid 
QB Billy Napier, who completed 129 of 207 
passes for 1,772 yards a year ago? The defense, 
superb in 2001, lost seven All-SC picks. 

Wofford’s dramatic decline last year (7-4 to 
4-7) can be attributed to two last-minute losses— 
Chattanooga and Western Carolina. If the 
Terriers win the close ones this time, they may 
reverse that reversal. 

Senior Nick Haughey will probably replace 
the graduated Travis Wilson at QB, but inexpe- 
rience there will be offset by the recurn of 
Wofford’s top three rushers from a unit that 
gained 264 yards a game on the ground, Coach 
Mike Ayers will look first to Melvin Jones, who 
gained 905 yards and scored 10 TDs. 

Ellis Johnson's first year coaching The 
Citadel was a struggle (3-7, 2-6), but there was 
noticeable improvement, particularly on defense, 
where the Bulldogs chopped their points allowed 
from 30.5 to 18.3 per game. That could continue 
to improve, especially if 6-7, 248-pound basker- 
baller Cliff Washburn sticks with his plan to play 
defensive end next fall. Johnson thinks he has 
NEL potential, 

If there is such a thing as an injury jinx, 
Chattanooga's Mocs (3-8, 1-7) were its poster 
children last season. Chattanooga suffered six 
season-ending injuries to key players, and the 
result was a late six-game losing streak, 

Quarterback wasnie part of the injury disaster; 
itwas justa disaster, as five players spent rime in the 
pocket while coach Donnie Kirkpatrick searched 
fora consistent signal-caller. Three of them return, 
bur Ryan McCann, a senior transfer from UCLA 
Who had a number of starts for the Bruins before 
being injured, appears to be the answer. 

‘The defense will be built around senior 
linebacker Josh Cain, who led the SC in tackles 
lase season with 128, 

Don't expect VMI, which could be gone 
after this year, «0 go out with a flourish, Iewas 1-10 
a year ago, and more of the same is likely, despite 
theaddition of coordinator Johnny Burnett to help 
shote up last season's dismal defense (40.5 ppg) 
He'll haye a veteran unit; 10 of VMI's top 12 


tacklers are back. a 
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Southland 


‘Year of Tailback’ favors SHSU. 


BY BILL SMITH 


here aren a lot of times the Newcomer 
of the Year is a senior, but Division LA 
transfers were the story in the Southland 
Football League last season, With the departure 
of top-gun quarterbacks like Sam Houston State's 
former SMU Mustang, Josh McCown (SFL 
Player of the Year), and Northwestern States for- 
mer LSU Tiger, Craig Nall (Newcomer of the 
Year), the balance of power in the league is held 
by the programs with the most depth. McNeese 
State took the league’ automatic NCAA bid by 
virtue of its win over Sam Houston after the 
two teams had shared the 2001 title. The 
Bearkats have high expectations this year, but the 
Cowboys, with top-flight tailback Vick King 
leading the way, once again have the overall edge. 
‘The quarterback-dominated SFL of 2001 
gives way to the “Year of the Tailback” in 2002. 
Four of the top five QBs are gone, leaving senior 
Reggie Stancil of Jacksonville State and junior Josh 
Son of Nicholls State as the returning veterans. 
Furthering the run-oriented theme, both Stancil 
and Son are bettet known for their rushing, 


Coach Ron Randleman had to wait more 
than a decade for his second Southland title, He 
might not have to wait more than 12 months for 
his third. Sam Houston State joins the other top 
SEL teams in seeking a quarterback replacement 
with McCown’s departure. Whoever becomes 
Randleman’s new quarterback has one major 
advantage over his rivals: The Bearkats return the 
best offensive line. Its anchored by seniors Chase 
Denton, a 305-pound AIL-SEL first-team tackle, 
and Billy Williams, a 329-pound guard who 
made the second team. 

While SHSU has talented rushers like fourth- 
year junior Joe Rauls (189 carries, 869 yards) to 
operate behind Denton and Williams, that’s not 


Predictions 


1, Sam Houston State 5. Nicholls State 

2. McNeese State 6. Stephen F. Austin 
3. Northwestern State 7. Southwest Texas St. 
4, Jacksonville State 


enough to keep a top 10 offense rolling, Finding 
a new QB is the top priority for Randleman, 
Defensively 
key replacement for former SEL top defender 
Keith Davis, Senior Kelvin Randall was first-team 
AILSEL with s 
Nine starters are back for McNeese State on 
offense, Like e 
find a quarterback. Lettermen Ryan Corcoran 


3am Houston looks for another 


and 12 for losses. 


ven $a 


fone else, the Cowboys need to 


and Michael Allen were vying for the slot in the 


spring, Having an outside shor is California 
freshman Casey Clark, the only QB signee for 
coach Tommy Tate. The pressure on the quarter- 
backs is relieved by the return of tailback King, 
the team’s leading rusher last season with 797 
yards. There's also a stable of sure-handed 
receivers led by wideout Jermain Martin (41 
catches, 674 yards) and tight end Jeff Hamilron 
(14, 132). Martin enters 
No. 2 receiver in McNeese history. 


senior year as the 


Where the Cowboys are really rebuilding is 
on defense, Only six starters are back from one 
of nation’ top FAA units (fourth in rushing 
defense and third in total defense). 

Northwestern State coach Scott Stoker faces 
the opposite problem of McNeese and Sam 
Houston, The first-year head man might have 
too many quarterbacks. A pair of seniors—red- 
shirt Ben Beach (1,521 yards passing, 10'TDs in 
2000) and last year's reliever, Kevin Magee (382 
yards last season)—will vie with sophomore 
transfer Chris Rell and redshire freshman Gerard 
Barrow for the starting job. They won't be alone 
in trying to figure things out on offense, as only 
four starters return from an 8-4 playoff team. 

On the defensive side, the coaching staff 
changed bur the commitment to a 4-2-5 set did 
not. Eight returning starters led by senior All- 
America defensive end Ahmad Willis, corner- 
back ‘Terrence McGee and linebacker Kurt 
Rodriguez. are back, 

‘The SFL hardly gor to know coach Jack 
Crowe and his Gamecocks. Set to depart next 
year for the Ohio Valley Conference, Jacksonville 
State has the ground game co make some noise 
in its final season. The senior one-two punch of 


Games to watch 


running back Rondy Rogers (1,447 rushing 
yards) and quarterback Reggie Stancil (109 carries, 
450 yards) made JSU the No. 11 rushing team 
in LAA. The Gamecocks certainly turned heads 
last season with their special teams. Richie Rhodes 
was the top punter in the league as a freshman, 
earning first-team honors, but it was Ashley 
Martin who made the headlines as the first female 
to kick an extra point in a Division I game. 
Nicholls State gets the nod for most likely 
to improve, returning a third-year starter at quar- 
terback in junior Son and running back Colt 
Collerti at the hub of a ground-oriented offense. 
For the second straight year, coach Daryl Daye 
produced the league's Freshman of the Year 
defensive back LeJuan Walker, who ranked third 
in the nation in pune returns last season, averaging 


just over 30 yards per return, Another defensive 
back, Chris Thompson, ranked among the nation’s 
leaders in interceptions. 

‘Thin margins kept Stephen F. Austin from 
a breakout season. Now the Lumberjacks need to 
find a replacement for their AIl-SEL quarterback, 
Wes Pate. The offense now rests in the hands of 
young players like redshire freshman quarterback 
Michael Williams and sophomore tailback 
‘Thomas William 
season (64 carties, 250 yards). Sophomore Matt 
Williford (15 of 21, 134 yards) saw some time 
along with Michael Williams at quarterback last 


the team’s No. 2 rusher last 


year behind Pate. One of the key adjustments on 
defense is the shifting of Michael Adams from 
end to linebacker as a part of new coordinator 
Kim Dameron’s system. Defensive back David 
Crocker is one of the league’ top pro prospects. 

‘The most significant person on the bench 
for coach Bob DeBesse last year was his team 
physician, as Southwest Texas State literally 
took a beating. Starting with the loss of senior 
starting quarterback Reagan George in the opener, 
the Bobcats lost the most in the line. Reduced to 
scout players in some positions by year's end, 
SWT found a silver lining in extra playing time 
for young players on offense. As the offense 
struggled down the stretch, the defense rallied 
behind linebacker Greg Pitts, Pitts was second in 
the SFL in tackles as a junior, and is the anchor. 
A team better than a 4-7 finish last year, the 
Bobea 
actually provide the foundation for a return to 


six-game slide from a 4-1 start may 


the upper half of the league. 


re ; ¥ 
Nebraska, Ocobers ‘Sam Houston State at North 
RsemtoctonSeteOcbe26 ___hiege Sata owes Sat 
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I-AA Independents 


Florida Adantic: 
Schnellenberger begins his second year at the 


"he venerable Howard 


helm of the Owls hoping to improve on last 
year’s 4-6 record with four key returnees who 
should make their presence felt, Defensive back 
Mauratae Johnson recorded solo tackles on 48 of 
his 63 stops and will be the leader in a secondary 
that Schnellenberger hopes will record more 
than the three interceptions it did last season 
‘The coaching staff is enamored of speedster 
‘Tyrone Higgins’ potential ac linebacker, where he 


finished third on the team in tackles last season, 
Chris Laskowski, a gritty player who calls the 
team’s defensive signals, teams with Higgins to 
make linebacker a strength for FAU. Look for 
6-3, 276-pound freshman Mark Chase to see 
time on the defensive line. Chase chose the Owls 
over Virginia Tech, Auburn, Rutgers and Miami 

Offensively, Florida Atlantic hopes to bol- 
ster a running game that averaged only 2.7 yards 
per tush in 2001, Sophomore Doug Parker will 
be Schnellenberger’s feature back after rushing 
for 572 yards and nine touchdowns a year ago. 
Parker also was second on the team in reception 
yardage with 220 on 22 catches. 

Southern Utah: The ‘Thunderbirds are 
looking to regroup from a disappointing 2-9 
season as 38 returning lettermen join 20 red- 
shirts from a year ago. Coach C. Ray Gregory is 
hopeful that a new defensive coordinator, Steve 
Fex, may be the difference in improving SUU's 
abysmal defense, which gave up 26.9 points per 
game last season, The Thunderbirds hope to be 
able to close the first half in stronger fashion 
after being outscored 85-35 in the second quar- 
ter last year, The SUU secondary did pick off 
12 passes last season, three by senior returnee 
Nick Ervin. 

Southern Utah averaged 2664 yards per 
game on offense in 2001 thanks to a running 


back-by-commirtee system in the’T-Birds’ option 
attack that allowed four backs to average at 
least 52 yards rushing per game, Junior quatter- 
back Chuck Henderson is Gregory's leading 
returning rusher: 
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Veteran Schnellenberger looks to 
have Owls hooting at FAU. 


BY KEN CROSS. 


Samford: Bill Gray took over as interim 
coach of the Bulldogs on October 16 and engi- 
neered a 4-1 finish after Samford struggled to a 
1-4 start, The interim tag was taken away from 
Gray's title in late November as Samford finished 
5-5, with the Bulldogs’ only loss under their new 


coach coming to powerful Eas ) 
ream found its offensive niche under Gray, scoring 
more than 40 points in three of those contests, 

Sophomore Jason Ogletree returns at running 
back, where he rushed for 693 yards on 113 
attempts and five touchdowns to pace the 
ground game in 2001. Aryvia Holmes provides a 
strong complement to Ogletree at wide receiver, 
Holmes caught 74 passes for 1,042 
season. He set school records for receptions and 
yardage with single-game (12 receptions, 177 
on (74, 1,042) marks, 

Junior linebacker Derrick Wheeler returns to 
a Bulldog defense that looks to improve on the 4.5 
yards per 


rds last 


yards) and 


y and 8.1 yards per catch it allowed 
opponents a year ago. Wheeler led the team in 
tackles with 120, which ranked 10th in I-AA. 
Samford had only eight seniors on last year’s 
squad, and will field an experienced team in is 
last season as a I-AA independent, The Bulldogs 
will play in the Ohio Valley Conference in 2003. 
Five matchups with future OVC foes and a date 


with Baylor dot this season's schedule. 
St. Mary's (CA): Coach ‘Tim Landis led the 
Gaels to a 6-5 campaign last year; which allowed 


's to record back-to-back winning seasons 
t time since 1995-96, 
was due, in part, to the G: 


Landis’ success 


option offense that 
netted 279,7 yards per game to finish fourth in 
the nation in that category. St. Mary's rushed for 
more than 400 yards ewice and more than 300 
yards five times in 2001, Junior running back 
Andre Coleman returns to the offense after rush- 
ing for 930 yards and six touchdowns a year ago. 
On defense, junior defensive backs Weston 
Borba and Greg Kavulich will anchor a secondary 
that accounted for 14 interceptions last season. 
Morris Brown: ‘The fortunes for the 
Wolverines in the upcoming season could be 


centered on senior QBs Kewan Dewberry and 
Stanley Hardy, The duo split time running the 
offense last year, with Hardy attempting more 
passes (154) bur Dewberry completing 53.1 per- 
cent of his throws in Morris Brown's 5-6 season. 
Senior wide receiver Laquonne Holden will be the 
go-to guy in the passing game afer amassing 791 
yards on 44 receptions with five touchdowns. 

‘The strength of Mortis Brown's senior-laden 
defense will be against the pass, as Kwahena 
Randolph and Lemuel Mullins return to key the 
defensive backfield, 

Savannah State: It has been a time of tumul- 
twous transition for the'Tigers. Coach Bill Davis, 
who was on his second cour of duty as Savannah 
State's coach, passed away with a heart attack 
in March. His offensive coordinator, Michael 
Wallace, was named interim coach, 

Wallace will miss quarterback Jermaine 
Brooks, who led the offensive fortunes in last 


year’s 2-7 campaign. Brooks’ heir apparencis Mario 
Spencer, who completed 37 of 102 passes last 
season in spot duty. He may be challenged by 6-3, 
180-pound freshman Clyde ‘Tullis, who led his 
Americus, Georgia, high school ream to state 
championships in each of the past wo seasons. 
Receiving will be the teams offensive strengeh, with 
senior Damon Thomas (38 receptions. 57.8 yards 
receiving per game) returning to lead that corps. 
ty Ryan James, who had 24 tackles 
last season, is the top returning defender, 

‘The 2002 campaign will be the Tigers’ first 
in LAA after spending the past three seasons as a 


Senior 


Division II independent, 

Cal Poly: Afier a trio of three-win seasons, 
Rich Ellerson led the Mustangs to a 6-5 cam- 
paign last year, his first at Cal Poly, thanks to an 
aggressive defense that ranked sixth in the I-AA 
ranks with a plus-1,60 turnover margin that was 
sacks and 34 


tackles for loss. Sophomore linebacker Jordan 


accompanied by 17 quarterback 


Beck anchors the defense after accounting for 73 
tackles last season, 

Offensively, graduation claimed Mustang 
quarterback Seth Burford, who provided most 
of the ground attack. Redshirt senior Kevin 
Cooper and junior Chris Peterson will batele for 
Burford’s spot. Petersen has the inside track after 
throwing seven touchdown passes and accumu- 
lating 247 yards rushing in Ellerson’s option 
offense last season, rT] 
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NATIONAL PREVIEW 


Have senior gun, will travel 


If history is a predictor, TCU transfer Casey Printers’ arrival 
in Tallahassee should mean big things for Florida A&M. 


By LUT WILLIAMS 
Black College Sports Page 


’s results in the four black college con- 


ne look at last y g 
npions had se 


ferences shows that each of the 


quarterbacks at the helm. 


1's Joc is known for taking the shortcut to QB mastery, 


ing four Division I transfers over the past six seasons to run his 


- He may have found the best yet in former Texas Christian 


Grambling State (10-1) had Randy Hymes, who led coach Doug _standout Casey Printers. 


Wil 
title, Hymes was also the key man as the Tigers ended an cight-game 


liams’ Tigers to a second straight Southwestern Athletic Conference The 6-3, 210-pounder started thre s at TCU, throwing for 


4,621 yards and 37 touchdowns, but became frustrated last year after 


Bayou Classic losing streak to Southern. 
id his record-breaking 
career leading Alabama State (8-4) to the SWAC East 


new coaches installed a system not designed to showcase his passing 


aking skills. Prior to that, Printers was a potential Heisman 


BLACK COLLEGE TOP 20 


1.Florida A&M 
2. Jackson State 
3. Bethune-Cookman 
4.Grambling State 
5. Tennessee State 
6. Alcorn State 
7.North Carolina A&T 
8.Hampton 
9.Southern 
10.Tuskegee 
11. South Carolina State 
12. Alabama State 
i 13. Texas Southern 
14. Fort Valley State 
15. Winston-Salem State 


Darnell Kennedy complet 


Trophy candidate. He shouldn't have that problem (the 
Division championship. Grambling knocked off passing one) in the Rattlers’ pass-happy “Gulf Coast 
ASU in the SWAC title game. 

Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference champ Florida 
A&M (7-4) was led by two-year starter Q 
who guided Billy Joc’s Rattlers to a sixth straight LAA 


Offense,” though he may have trouble getting Heisman 
consideration, You can perhaps even scratch that if Printers 


does somethi 


inn Gray, big when FAMU opens at defending 


NCAA champ Miami on August 31. 
playoff berth. Though they don't sport high-profile quarter- 
Virginia Union (8-3) won its first Central backs, Hampton and North Carolina A&T are also 
Intercollegiate Athletic Association crown in 10 years solid contenders in the MEAG, as is resurgent South 
and a spot in Pioneer Bowl V behind the leadership of Carolina State. 


Jasun Thompson. Jackson State passer extraordinaire 


Tuskegee (11-1), which won the Southern Robert Kent is not a senior, but he’s 


Intercollegiate Athletic Conference title and defeated certainly an established star. His 31 


Virginia Union in the Pioneer Bowl, had Aaron James, TD passes were second 


to Harris) 33 among 
black college QBs, 


and he was second 


who led the Golden Tigers to a 42-6 record duri 


his four-year career. 


Even Tennessee State (8-3), the best of the inde- i) 
in I-AA total offense, ‘y 
6 


pendents, had senior Shannon Harris under center, 
16. Virginia Union 


17. Alabama A&M 
18. Bowie State 

19. Fayetteville State 
20. Prairie View A&M 


In fact, no team in the past couple of years has producing 3 


won any of the four conference titles without a sea- yards per game. 


soned veteran or established star at the controls. If that He topped the 
formula holds true, then count Bethune-Cookman, black college 


Florida A&M, Jackson State and Alcorn State among charts with 


the best teams in 2002. 3,640 passing 


Sookman returns multital he also led in interceptions (21), a 


Bethune ted AIl-MEAC signal 


Allen Suber, who passed for 1,726 yards and ran for another 6 stat that contributed co JSU’s sec> 
year as the 6-4 Wildcats again challenged but fell short of aconference —ond-place finish in the SWAC ; 
title, Suber can expect a hard trek to the title this season, as he'll face East. If he cuts down on the picks, / 
Howard, Hampton and N. C. A&T on the road. Waiting in the wings _ the Tigers could sail to their first 
to spoil things is Florida A&M, the Wildcats’ annual nemesis, whom _conference title since 1996. | 
they'll face on the season's final weekend. One of the teams JSU will have to 

Casey Printers 
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contend with is Alcorn State, which rebounded 
from a winless 2000 season to finish 6-5 and 
challenge for the SWAC East title, Freshman 
quarterback Donald Carrie was the catalyst for 
coach Johnny Thomas, who finally seems to 
have gotten the Braves on track for a return to 


C 


in SWAC passing and, more importantly, 


glory 


trailed only Kent and Kennedy 


and has them buzzing with title talk on “The 
Reservation.” 

Southern joins Grambling and Alabama 
State as SWAC contenders trying to construct 


new quarterback: 


‘Tuskegee, Morehouse (8-2) and Fort Valley 
State (8-3) were in a virtual dead heat for the 
SIAC. 


ior quarterbacks this time around. Morchouse 


st year, but all will be without sen- 


may have lost something more important than 
quarterback Chivalrik Daughtry in head coach 
Anthony Jones, who resigned to take over the 
program at Alabama A&M 


Tuskegee, which has won 23 of its last 24 


games, has to replace the (Aaron) James gang, 


which included 13 senior starters that pro- 
duced two SIAC titles and three wins in four 
straight trips to the Pioneer Bowl. But don't 


count out coach Rick Comegys, who has 


reloaded with a stock of transfers and junior 


college products. Fort Valley State coach Kent 


Schoolfield hopes to keep pace if he can get 


an adequate replacement for QB Matt Davis 


and some other key offensive performers. 


a Union and Winston-Salem State 


Virgir 
have dominated the CIAA’S East and West 


diy 


ns, respectively, over the past three years 


Their 


utilizing talented senior playmak 
biggest challengers this year may be Bowie 
State (7-3) in the East and Fayetteville State 
(6-4) in the West. Both schools have revived 
their programs behind strong defensive units. 
If coaches Kenny Phillips (FSU) and Henry 
I 
to their solid defenses, they could unseat VUU 
and WSSU. 


Tennessee State was quite impre: 


aziet (Bowie State) add some offensive punch 


ive last 


year, going undefeated against black college 


opponents Alabama A&M (27-6), Florida 
A&M (27-7), Howard (45-0) and Jackson 
State (64-33). Harris (3,008 passing yards, 26 


TDs, six interceptions 


that, But the Blue Tigers struggled in their 


own Ohio Valley Conference, keeping them 


behind Tuskegee and Grambling in the year's 


final black college rankings. 


RETURN TO SENDER 


These guys specialize in taking the ball back w 


CURTIS DELOATCH, S/KR, Jr., North C: 


rolina A& 


re it came from. 


Yeloatch scored on five 


punt returns to earn first-team I-AA All-America status. His scoring jaunts of 87, 79, 


4, 46 and 65 yards helped produce a 
he didn't stop there, He 
them for scores (61 


Aggies’ second-best touchdown-maker 


JEFFREY STANTON, KR, Sr., Tuskegee: Stanton led th 


averaging 28 yards per opportu 


yards) and one kickoff (78 yards) after scoring on five punt returns 


ZURIEL SMITH, WR/KR, Sr., F 


one game. At the Meadowlands 


AA-best 26,5 
Iso averaged 62 yards a return on four interceptions, two of 
«1 98 yards). Deloatch, a 6-foor-4 


inst Virginia 


ard average on 20 returns. But 


200-pound safety, was the 


SIAC in kickoff returns, 


ty. Stanton hit pay dirt with ewo punts (45 and 30 


2000. 


ampton: Smith scored on four punt returns, three in 
State, he ran in punts of 67, 50 and 61 


yards. A fourth of 66 yards was called back because of a penalty. His 49-yard game- 


winner ag 


I’ effectively knocked the 


ggies out of the AC title picture. 


TERRY PATRICK, KR, Jr., Hampton: While Smith was taking three punts back 


inst Virginia State for TDs, Terry w 


MEAC season leader in kickoff returns (28.7 yards per 


an NCA 


ving the Pirate 


nearly do 


g the same with kickoffs. The 


turn) had returns for 87- and 


record five rerurns for TDs in one game. 


TEAN MATHILS, $/KR, Jr., Bethune-Cookman: As a free safety, Mathis had four 
interceptions after getting 11 in his first year with the Wildcats. But as a punt returner 


he picked up the slack, averag 


A third, which would have given the ’Cats a fourth-quarter lead aga 
called back. 
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6 yards on 24 retui 


. including two for touchdowns. 


st N. C. A&T, was 


was no small part of 


ve 
JACKSON STMT” 


Robert Kent 


Coach James Reese hopes to replace Harris 
with someone who can keep up the offensive 
production. He'll know what he’s got early on, 


as the Blue Tigers take on Jackson State in 


Mempt as and Floris 
A&M 


weekends. If they emerge from thar gauntlet 


Grambling in Las Veg 


in Atlanta on successive September 


unscathed, TSU could well be hoisting its flag 


atop the black college football mountain. 
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With only one 1,000-yard rusher returning from 
last year’s four major black college conferences, 
look for these players to get more work toward 
reaching that benchmark this season. 


BRAD HILL, Sr., Grambling State (1,023 yards, 4.7 average, 
12 TDs): The 5-10, 230-pounder was the first Tiger to rush 
for 1,000 yards since 1993. Hill isa tough runner who will be 
counted on for more this season. 


LARRY EDWARDS, Soph., Virginia Union (857, 6.2, 7): His 
107.1 yards per game and 6.2 yards per carry are tops among the 
returnees, Twice as many carties in coach Willard Bailey's run- 
oriented offense could produce twice as many yards. 


JOHN HOLLOMAN, Sr., Winston-Salem State (690, 4.8, 10): 
Led the CIAA in scoring while leading the Rams to the confer- 
ence title game. He provides the bulk, while teammate Vincent 


Wilkins has the speed. 


TANAKA COUNSELOR, Sr., Jackson State (677, 4.9, 8): Little 
guy (5-9, 185 pounds) uses his 4.3 speed, quickness and surprising 
strength to elude tacklers. Begins this season as the starter after 
beginning last year as third on the depth chart. 


KAMBUI MAXWELL, Sr., S.C. State (865, 4.3, 11): Typical 
Bulldog back who's great between the tackles, has outstanding 
balance and gets stronger as the game, or season, progresses. 


CHARLES ANTHONY, Soph., Tennessee State (728, 5.5, 4): 
‘Averaged 5.5 yards on 132 carries as a freshman. At that rate, he 
needs just six more carries per game to break 1,000 yards. 


STARTING OVER 
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One 1,000-yard receiver returns to black college football 
this season, Alcorn State's Kris Peters. Here are a few 
who missed out and have a shot of making it in ‘02. 


KENNETH ROGERS, Sr., Morehouse (30 receptions, 746 yards, 4 TDs): Rogers! 
per-catch average of 24.9 was the highest in black college football, but his chances 
to raise those numbers hinge on Morehouse getting a quarterback to replace departed 
standout Chivalrik Daughtry 


CORTEZ HANKTON, Sr., Texas Southern 
(61, 941, 9): Hankton has more catches for more 
yards than any other returning receiver, And he’s 
the only one with the same quarterback (Adam 
Lamb) throwing to him, 


C. J. JOHNSON, Jr., Tennessee State (50, 
910, 5): Speed is Johnson's forte. Getting the ball 
tohim morethan four times per game is the priority 


ZURIEL SMITH, Sr., Hampton (58, 732, 6): 
Reliable and elusive, Smith could be more of a go- 
to guy for the Pirates than he was ast year when his 
58 receptions tied for first among MEAC receivers. 


MICHAEL HAYES, Sr., Southern (Injured 
in 2001): Big-time receiver's knee injury in first 
game of 2001 caused him to miss last season 
and his opportunity to impress the pro scouts. 
Another year of eligibility granted by the NCAA 
gives him another shot. 


NON-CLASSIC CLASSICS 


Classic games usually involve black colleges meeting 
at a neutral site. Once in a while, teams step outside 
the black college family to play in other classics. Here 
are four examples for the 2002 season: 


BIG EASY CLASSIC 


Southern vs. Tulane August 31, New Orleans, Superdome 


VANPORT FOOTBALL CLASSIC 
&T at Portland State September 14, Portland, Oregon 


RIVER CITY CLASSIC 
Alabama State at Chattanooga September 7, Chattanooga, Tennessee 


AZALEA CITY CLASSIC 
Florida A&M vs. Troy State November 9, Mobile, Alabama 


PLAY IT AND THEY WILL COME 


x 


~The Bayou Classic 
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The highest-attended games in black 
college football for 2001: 


1. Florida Classic, November 17, Orlando (Citrus Bowl) 
Florida A&M vs, Bethune-Cookman—70,112 


2. Bayou Classic, November 24, New Orleans (Superdome) 
Southern vs, Grambling State—67,435 


3, Atlanta Classic, September 22, Atlanta (Georgia Dome) 
Florida A&M vs. Tennessee State—61,022 


4, Magic City Classic, October 27, Birmingham (Legion Field) 
Alabama State vs. Alabama A&M—53,133, 


5. Al Lipscomb Classic, September 29, Dallas (Cotton Bowl) 
Grambling State vs. Prairie View—51,149 


6.Circle City Classic, October 6, Indianapolis (RCA Dome) 
Howard vs. Tennessee State—51,060. 


BLACK COLLEGE 
ALL-AMERICA TEAM 


FIRST TEAM 
OFFENSE 
QB—Robert Kent, junior, Jackson State 
RB—Brad Hill, senior, Grambling State 
RB—Larry Edwards, sophomore, Virginia Union 
WR—Michael Hayes, senior, Southern 
WR—Zuriel Smith, senior, Hampton 
TE 
OL—Gary Jenkins, senior, Southern 
OL—Kenneth Hughe 
ol i 


Chris Coleman, senior, Alabama State 


senior, Tuskegee 
iner, senior 


mpton 
Southern 


OL—Kris Allen, senior, Te 
OL—Marei 


Ogden, senior, Howard 


in Kelly, sophomore, Florida A&¢M 
Baggs, junior, Bethune-Cookman 
DL—Willie Gray, senior, Grambling State 


DL—Earl Cochran, senior, Alabama State 


y White, senior, Howard 
‘nard Mack, senio: 
on Ocean, senior, Li 


Texas Southern 


gstone 
Santino Hall, senior, Texas Southern 
DB—Ronald S: 
DB—Rashean M , senior, Bethune-Cookman 
DB—Tyrone Parsons, junior, Alcorn State 
KR—Curtis Deloatch, senior, North Carolina A&T 


js, senior, Morehouse 


SECOND TEAM 
OFFENSE 
QB—Allen Suber, junior, Bethune: 
RB—John Holloman, senior, Winston-Salem State 
RB—Tanaka enior, Jackson State 
WR—Cortez Hankton, senior, Texas Southern 
WR—Kenneth Rogers, senior, Morehouse 
TE—Arnell Wooten, sophomore, Winstoi 


‘ookman 


inselor, 


lem State 


OL—Napoleon Joseph, senior, Bethune-Cookman 


OL—Kar 
OL—Robert Louis, sophomore, Alabama A&M 
OL—Michael Matthews, senior, Jackson State 

OL—Marvin I 
P—Aaron Wall, senior, Arkansas- 
PK—Tellis Bolden, senior, H 


DEFENSE 
DL—Desmond Scantling, senior, Tennessee State 
DL—Damien Walker, senior, Howard 
DL—Charles Alston, junior, Bowie State 
DL—Robert Mathis, senior, Alabama A&M 
LB—Atcheson Conwa 

LB—Elgin Andre 


g, junior, Miles 
Pine Bluff 
mpton 


DB—Deon Rheubottom, sophomore, Delawa 
DB—Chris Brown, senior, Grambling 
DB—Montrail Pittman, senior, North Carolina A&T 
DB—Denmark Reed, 
KR Jeffrey Stanton, 


enior, Grambling State 


nior, Tuskegee 


aunders, sophomore, North Carolina A&T 
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WADE NASH 


t took Willard Bailey a lieele longer than he 
| expected to get Virginia Union back to the 

top of the Central Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference heap, but now thar the Panthers 
have returned to their former position of promi- 
nence, Bailey and his team are hoping to enjoy 
the view for a while, 

VUU captured its first CIA football title 
since 1986 by defeating Winston-Salem State 31-24 
in the league's championship game last season. 
Some people thoughe that Bailey might go out on 
top after putting the program back to where it was 
during Bailey's first renure as coach in the 1980s. 
But that doesn't appear to be the case—at least 
for now. The cupboard, which was nearly bare 
when Bailey came back to Richmond some six 
years ago, is well-stocked again. 


Eastern Division 

If Virginia Union (8-3 overall, 5-1 CIAA) 
can overcome two key losses, it might just be 
back on top. Jasun Thompson, a four-year starter 
and last season's total offense leader in the CIAA, 
has exhausted his eligibility. 

Ralph Hunter also closed out his career in 
2001, Hunter was the team’s defensive leader for 
four seasons and finished his career as one of the 
leading interceptors in school history, including 
a key theft in the championship game. 

‘The good news for the Panthers is the fact 
that running back Larry Edwards returns after 
tushing for 857 yards and seven touchdowns in 
only eight regular-season games last season. He 
averaged a 6.2 yards per carry. 

Coach Henry Frazier finally has Bowie State 
in contention to challenge for the CIAA cham- 
pionship. The Bulldogs (6-3, 4-2) beat Virginia 


Predictions 


EASTERN DIVISION WESTERN DIVISION 

1. Virginia Union 1, Winston-Salem St. 

2. Bowie State 2. Fayetteville State 

3. Virginia State 3. N.C. Central 

4, Elizabeth City State 4. Johnson C. Smith 
5. Livingstone 
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Expect Rams, VUU to renew battle. 


BY SAM DAVIS 
WINSTON-SALEM (NO) CHRONICLE 


Union 14-8 early in the 2001 season, but their 
youth and inexperience got the best of them 
down the stretch, and they dropped two key 
games to finish in second place in the division. 
‘The pieces might ll fll in place for Bowie this 
time out. The Bulldogs have a significant num- 
ber of returning starters. Six-foot-6, 280-pound 
Charles Alston leads a powerful defensive unit. 
A new era begins at Virginia State, which 
lured away alumnus Andrew Faison from 
Winston-Salem State. Faison was the defensive 
coordinator at WSSU and helped transform the 
Rams into one of the most consistent defenses in 
the conference over the past five years. Faison has 
his work cut out for him after being hired in 
mid-February at the end of the recruiting se 


a. 
‘The Trojans, coming off a 3-G year, were one of 
the most porous defensive teams in the confer- 
ence last season. 

‘The natives are growing restless at Elizabeth 
City State (2-7, 0-6), where coach John Wright is 
hoping to finally get the Vikings above the .500 
mark. Last season Wright fielded a talented but 
youthful squad. This time Wright hopes thae tal- 
ent translates into victories. The Vikings’ defense 
will have to gee the job done early until the 
offense jells. Senior Johnkevia ‘Tyson headlines 
the unit at linebacker. Tyson led the team with 63 
total tackles last season, including 35 solos. 


Western Division 

Winston-Salem State, which captured 
CIAA tiles in 1999 and 2000, is still the class of 
the division and will be the odds-on favorite to 
advance to the championship game again. Before 
he can stare thinking about making another trip to 
the conference title game, coach Kermit Blount 
must work out some defensive problems. The first 
is settling on a replacement for Faison. He must 
also figure our how to replace Stephon Kelly, an 
All-America safety who led the CIAA in intercep- 
tions and was its Defensive Player of the Year. 

The offensive side of the ball should be 
more settled. Walk-on quarterback Josh McGee 


was forced into action early in the season and led 


the Rams to six consecutive victories before 


being injured in the CIAA Championship 
Game. Running back John Holloman, who led 
the Rams in rushing and scoring (10 TDs), also 
returns. Holloman will be pushed by speedy 
backup Vincent Wilkins, who provides the big- 
play threat for the Rams. 

Fayetteville State has improved during each 
of coach Kenny Phillips’ first ewo years av the 
helm, and this could be the year this team finally 
ascends to the top of the conference. Optimism is 
running very high after the Broncos played well 
against the conference’ top teams before losing 
two big late games (14-2 to Winston-Salem State, 
147 to Virginia Union). All-purpose player Elliott 
London is pethaps the finest open-field runner 
in the CIAA. Landon hauled in 34 receptions for 
571 yards and two touchdowns last season. 

Coach Rudy Abrams enters his fourth sea 
son at the helm in Durham, and this could be 
the season that things finally come together for 
North Carolina Central. The Eagles finished 
5-4, 3-3 last season, closing the year with two big 
CIAA wins. Abrams, who captured consecutive 
CIAA titles at Livingstone in 1997 and 1998, 
finally has the program sold on his veer-option 
offensive attack. The Eagles led the league in 
rushing with a 230-yard average, 

‘The Eagles had three first-team All-CIAA 
defensive performers last year and ranked first in 
the roral defense, limiting opponents to just 
187.2 yards per game and nine touchdowns. 

Where does coach ‘Tim Harkness go from 
here at Johnson C, Smith? Thar’s the question a 
lot people are asking themselves after the depar- 
ture of running back Jimmy Bell, the league’ 
Offensive Player of the Year in 2001. It doesn't 
help that J.C. Smith is unsettled at quarterback, 
where graduated Henry King led the Golden 
Bulls in most offensive categories last season. 
Harkness threw competition for the position 
wide-open in spring drills. Still, even with Bell and 


King, JCSU was the league's least efficent offense. 

New coach George Johnson is hoping to 
bring the aggressive defensive style thar helped 
make Tuskegee one of the top black college 
teams in the country the past two seasons co 
Livingstone. Johnson, Tuskegee’s defensive coor- 
dinator, has much to work with on that side of 
the ball. ‘The best of his new bunch is linebacker 
Jason Ocean, who led the CIAA in tackles both of 
his firse two seasons with the Blue Bears. i 
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Take it to the ‘Printers’—the 
Rattlers still have that bite. 


BY DON CORBETT 


his year’s Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference 
football race could be characterized as 
lice 


having “a little something old and a 


something nev 
In the end, the same old teams—Florida 

A&M, North AKT, 

Cookman and Hampton—will. proba 


Carolina Bethune- 


ly have 
muscled past the rest of the field atop the league's 
standings, While everyone connected with the 
conference will tell you that you cannot afford to 


take a week off against any of the MEAC’s teams, 
these four schools have proven each year that 


they will end up in the title mix somewhere. This 


year should be no different 

Ac three schools, however, there will be 
some new flavor along the sidelines. At Howard, 
Rayford Petty returns to campus, this time as 
head coach, where he hopes to push the Bison 
into the upper division, Morgan State also made 
a change in the offseason, elevating offensive 
coordinator Donald Hill-Eley to the top spot, 
where he becomes the school’s 11th head coach 
since 1973, 

South Carolina State plucked Buddy Pough 
from Lou Hol 


s staff at South Carolina to 


s, who retired 


replace the legendary Willie Jeff 


at the end of last season. Jeffries closed his 29- 


year career as S.C, State's most successful coach 


in school history. 


For the second straight yeat, Florida A&M 
(7-4 overall, 7-1 MEAC) found itself looking up 
in the league standings 


feet taking a serious 


midseason whipping from A&T. But just as he 


did in 2000, coach Billy Joe righted the ship and 


guided the Rattlers to wins in each of their 


Hl 


remaining games as other league challengers 


Predictions 


1. Florida A&M 

2, Bethune-Cookman. 
3. North Carolina A&T 
4, Hampton 

5, South Carolina St. 


6. Delaware State 
7. Howard 

8. Norfolk State 
9. Morgan State 


Top players 


OFFENSE: Allen Suber, QB, Bethune-Cookman 
DEFENSE: Tracy White, LB, Howard 
NEWCOMER: Casey Printers, 08, Florida A&M 


by the wa 


FAMU won its fourth league 


title in eight years and made a sixth straight 


appearance in the I-AA playoff. 
This y 


1, the road will be bumpier due to 
the loss of several key players, including quarter- 
back Quinn Gray, running back Kelsie Lordeus, 
receiver Isaac Brown and center ‘Terrie Logan. 


Bur at FAMU, the problem is rarely talent, and 


once again there is talent on both sides of the 
ball. Offensively, fast, experienced receivers 
Charles Allen and M: 


catch nearly 70 balls last season and will be key 


9 Junious combined to 


to the success of the Rattlers’ “Gulf Coase 
Offense.” The most important performer, how- 


evel 


might end up being quarterback Casey 


Princers, a former starter at’Texas Christian who 
transferred to FAMU in January. Printers was 
impressive in spring drills, and hopes to continue 
the success FAMU has enjoyed with transfer 
quarterbacks, Former quarterback E.J. Collier 


should get more ch 


nc 


at running back wich 


Printers around. 


Defensive lineman Sean Kelly had a 


tremendous rookie season, earning All-MEAC 


honors. He will be a dominating factor up front. 


quan Dowe will be among the top corners 


the k 


ague. 
Few would doubr that Bethune-Cookman 
(6-4, 5-3) has made strides since coach Alvin 


Wyatt took over the reins in Daytona Be: 


With some question marks looming at Flori 
A&M. and A&’ 
Wildcats climb the final rung of the league ladder 


T, this could be the year the 


Wyatt has plenty of pieces to play with, the 
best being all-league quarterback Allen Suber, 
Last 


ason, the junior threw for more than 
1,700 yards, ran for 652, had a hand in 22 
touchdowns and left dozens of defenders asking 
which way he went along the way. He's back, but 


Oklahoma State transfer 


don't be shocked to s 


Andre McGill sneak on the field for some snaps, 


Running back Marcus Goggins and big-p! 


receivers Erik Lash and Shaun Ford are impor- 


and} 


tant backfield cogs lean Joseph will be 


asked to stabilize the team’s offensive front. 
Games to watch 


Florida A&M at Miami, August 31 
N.C. A&T at Florida A&M, October 19. 


Casey Printers, Florida A&M 


Bethune has fielded the league's top defense 


for sev 


yeats, and returns some of the league's 
best performers. Start with free safety Rashean 
Mathis, a two-time all-conference choice who 


doubles as a quality return man, Secondary mate 


Tor-El Robinson will also challenge for posts 


son honors. Defensive end Steve Baggs had nine 
sacks and made All-MEAC last year, Ohio State 


transfer Jamal Muhammad may also make some 
noise at linebacker. 
North Carolina A&T (8-3, 5-3) finished 


with the best overall record in the conference 


tie for 


again last season, but could only manag 
third in league play. A&T was in the driver's seat 
to the homestretch, but when all- 
k Maurice Hicks limped off the 
field with a season-ending knee injury, A&T’s 


heading 


everything ba 


championship hopes limped away with him. 
‘This season, coach Bill Hayes has more holes 


to fill than hed like, especially on offense, where 
. Quarterback 


Damian Phillips threw for more than 1,300 


the team struggled without Hicl 
i led with Hi 


yards in his first year as a starter, There were, 


however, questions about his eligibi 


ity heading 


Bethune-Cookman at Hampton, November 7 
Florida A&M vs. Bethune-Cookman, November 23 
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into the season, which could leave the door open 


for juco transfer Jason Douglas to see significant 
action. The strength of the offensive unit could be 
the line, where Kareem Sanders, Junius Coston 
and Desmond Long return, 

Defensively, the Aggies bent a lot, but 
showed the ability to make plays and generate 


turnovers at opportune times. Like their O-line 
counterparts, Ivan Butler, Virgil Neal, Tim 
Blowe and Marvin Blackstock head an outstand- 
ing, deep defensive line, Montrail Pittman is 
back after an all-league season in the secondary, 


as 


ason Horton, But the team's X-factor may 
be Curtis Deloatch, who played corner last sea- 
son and turned two interceptions into touch- 
downs. Deloatch also returned five punts for 
touchdowns to set a I-AA record and earn All- 
America honors. Look for Hayes to experiment 
with Deloatch on off 


While most of the preseason talk centered 
around FAMU and A&T, coach Joe Taylor's 
Hampton bunch (7-4, 6-2) slipped off the radar 


screen a little bit. The Pirates showed once again, 


however, that selling them even a little short will 


cost their opponents. Hampton won three 
straight games to close the season, including 
impressive road wins at A&T and Bethune, to 
finish in sole possession of second place. 

‘The Pirates boast what may be the league's 
most dangerous offensive weapon in receiver 
Zuriel Smith, The senior hauled in 58 passes lst 
year, six of which resulted in scores, Just for 
good measure, he also threw in four pune 
returns for TDs. Smith and Terrance Patrick 
give Hampton an explosive duo on the flanks, 
while David Blount offers a nice complement at 
Timothy Frazier gets the QB job full- 


time this year after showing a lor of potential 


tight end. 


and moxie in part-time work as a sophomore. 
Carlton Morane and Travis Hailes will rag-team 
at running back, 

Defensively, there are some holes to fill, but 
there is also considerable skill available. Isaac 
Hilton had a good year along the front, where he 
recorded 16 tackles for loss. 

If the Pirates ate in tight contests with con- 
ference foes, bet on them because they have Tellis 
Bolden, the league’s most consistent kicker. 

‘Though last season got off to a very slow 
start, South Carolina State (6-5, 5-3) put it 
together and won five straight to close it out. It 
ended a streak of three straight losing seasons, 
and sent Jeffries, a MEAC icon, out in the right 
fashion. Now, Pough takes over the reins at his 
alma mater. He hopes some of the toughness he 


showed as an all-conference tackle in his playing 
days rubs off on this year's crew. 

Pough will welcome back two of the league's 
best players. Bookend linebackers Derek Harrison 
and Dreak Pooler made life miserable for oppo- 
nents all season. Harrison, a transfer from 
Appalachian Stare, led the MEAC in tackles in 
his first year with the Bulldogs. Pooler, who sat 
out his freshman year, came out blazing and 
became the heart of the defense. 

On offense, South Carolina State experi- 
mented in the spring with a spread attack, using 
more one-back sets. Running back Kambui 
Maxwell rambled for 880 yards and 12 rouch- 
downs as the feature back in the State ground 
attack. He is the league’s leading returning rusher. 
Brett Young and Reese McCampbell both saw 
time last year at quarterback. 

Coach Ben Blacknall was forced to play a 
lot of young players in key spots for much of last 
year, but as the season wore on, Delaware State 
(5-6, 3-5) came around. 


he Hornets won three 
of their last four games, losing only a tight deci- 
sion to A&T in the season’ final contest. 

With a little more consistency on both sides 
of the ball, Del State could slide back above the 
c Kiccrell 
Barnes had some ups and downs in his first season 


.500 mark. Redshirt senior quarterba 


as a full-time starter, but he did end the season 
with more than 1,000 yards passing, Andrew 
Blackston, who showed some spark in limited 
time last year, will push Barnes for the starting 
job. Whoever takes the snaps will be forced to 
shoulder more of the load because the Hornets 
lost Maurice Foster, the league's leading rusher. 
Sidney Stewart and Jamaal Jackson are back on 
the offensive line, which allowed a league-low 13 
sacks in 2001. 

Deon Rheubotrom will be the headliner of 


the Hornet defense after a tremendous freshman 


campaign. The secondary man intercepted six 
passes, returning one for a score, and earned 
league Rookie-of-the-Year honors. 

Howard (2-9, 1-7) struggled through a mis- 
erable 2001, closing the year with five straight 
losses and ending with its worst season in a 
decade. Coach Steve Wilson didn't survive the 


camage, and Petry, who worked under Wilson for 


six years as defensive coordinator, was brought in 
to rebuild this proud program. Howard fans are 
hoping his familiarity with the school will help 
generate success, 

One of HU’s big problems last season was 
the quarterback slot, where the Bison changed 
signal-callers as often as most of us change socks. 


Four differene players spent time taking the snaps, 
with senior Donald Clark probably ending up as 
the most consistent performer. 

‘Two-time league Defensive Player of the 
Year Tracy White will lead HU’s defensive charge. 
He recorded another season with more than 100 
tackles, which is fast becoming routine for him. 
He has an excellent chance to play on Sundays in 
the future, 

Heading into the 2001 homestretch, 
Norfolk State (5-6, 3-5) was siting at 3-3 in the 
league and 5-3 overall. Then, the Spartans 
dropped their final three games of the season 
(getting blown out in two of them) to finish wich 
their fifth losing record in five years of I-AA foot- 
ball, NSU fans, appetites whetted by the early 
success, were left disappointed. 

This year, coach Mo Forte hopes to solidify 
To do so, Norfolk will 
have to find some punch on off 


the program's foundation 
where the 


Spartans scored two TDs or less in eight of their 
11 games. Consistency at quarterback would be a 
good start, where Dontrell Leonard, David Johnson 
and Jon Roberts combined to hie just 34 percent of 
their passes and throw 20 interceptions. Regardless 
of who calls the signals, NSU’ O-line must improve. 


It yielded a league-high 56 si 


ks, contributing 
heavily to the quarterbacking problems. 
Defensively, Norfolk has one of the league’s 


premier defensive backs in corner Marcus Gray, 
who led the ream in tackles last season. 

Forte knows there are areas thar need 
upgrading, The Spartans made just one field goal 
all last season, 

Hill-Eley, in his first season at Morgan 
State (2-9, 1-7), faces the same challenges as 
each of Morgan's coaches for the last two 
decades. The Bears have tended to lack quality 
depth and experience, and have had to make do 
with a smaller budget than most of the league's 
other teams. But Morgan lost four games last 
year by a touchdown or less and shocked A&T 
for its only conference win. 

‘The Bears used a short passing game with 
some success last year, largely behind junior QB 
Lejo Washington. Washington threw for more 
than 1,400 yards and nine scores, but Morgan 
lost running back Ali Culpepper, which will put 
a little more pressure on Washington this year. 
TJ. Stallings, who ran for 344 yards and caught 

7 passes, moves into Culpepper's sizable shoes. 

Morgan finished last in total defense last 
year, and was especially porous on the ground, 
watching opponents churn up 5.5 yards per carry 
and 26 TDs. ] 
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Tuskegee firms its grip on torch. 


BY DON CORBETT 


hen the 2001 season came to a close, 
it became official—there has been a 
passing of the torch in the Southern 


Intercollegiate Athletic Conference. 

Last year’ race ended in a three-way tie for 
the title, with Tuskegee and Fort Valley State 
hogging most of the headlines, After watching 
Albany Stare run roughshod over conference 
opposition for what seemed like decades, 
Tuskegee followed up its perfect 12-0 season of 
2000 with an 11-1 campaign that ended with a 
victory in the Pioneer Bowl. 

This year, the race again figures to be decided 
among those three schools. There will also be a 
new twist thrown in, as former NAIA member 
Benedict College joins the fray. 

‘Tuskegee, which finished 6-1 in the SIAC, 
was probably the league's best team. Statistically, 
‘TU had the best offense, the best defense and a 
dangerous group of special-teamers. Had it not 
been for a midseason slip-up against Morehouse, 
coach Rick Comegy’s crew would enter its season 
opener looking for win No. 25 in a row. 

On paper, the row will be tougher to hoe. 
‘The Golden Tigers lost Offensive Player of the 
Year Bobby Wilson, who took nearly 1,800 yards 
rushing and 21 TDs with him, as well as quat- 
terback Aaron James. Terrence Jones and Kevin 
Huff are the leading candidates to replace James. 
Whoever wins the quarterbacking job will have 
one of the SIACS biggest weapons to work with 
in receiver Kylin Kimble, a second-team all- 
league choice who caught just 28 balls last sea- 
son, but 10 of them went for touchdowns and he 
averaged nearly 26 yards per catch, 

Coach Kent Schoolfield and Fort Valley 
State (8-3 overall, 6-1 SIAC) outscored opponents 
106-22 in the fourth quarter last season, a testa- 
ment to FVSU’s mental and physical toughness. 


Predictions 


1. Tuskegee 6. Miles 
2. Fort Valley State 7. Kentucky State 
3. Morehouse 8. Lane 


4, Albany State 
5. Benedict 


9. Clark-Atlanta 


Quarterback Cecil Lester proved to be a 
multidimensional weapon for the Wildcats, able 
to hure opposing defenses with his legs or his 
arm. Lots of players look ready to coneribute to 
the defense, Earl Kornickey and Rico Cody, both 
of whom made second-team all-conference last 
year, are slated to return to their secondary slots. 

Morehouse (8-2, 6-1) followed up 2000's 
breakthrough season with another outstanding 
year, A tough loss to Fort Valley in the season 
opener essentially cost Morchouse the league 
title outright, But the Tigers suffered an even 
bigger loss in the offseason when coach Anthony 
Jones was tapped by Alabama A&M to replace 
Ron Cooper. In March, Willard Scissum, a for- 
mer assistant, became the school’s third coach in 
five years, 

Defensively, Morehouse has two bona fide 
All-America candidates in linebacker John Grant 
and cornet Ronald Smalls. 

As the saying goes, what goes up must come 
down. After so much success on the Albany State 
campus for so long, it was only a matter of time 
before everybody else started to catch up. If 
Albany's second straight 4-6 season was not 
enough for ASU followers to swallow, there was 
also the NCAA probation that limited scholar- 
ships. In short, third-year coach Mike White wil 
probably tell you the honeymoon isn't over 
because he never got one in the first place, 

‘The Rams return Marcus James at quarter- 
back, and he'll be counted on to lead the way. 
‘The defense has a budding star in sophomore 
lineman Walter Curry. 

In most cases, when a team makes a jump 
from one level of competition to the next, there 
is a transition period that enables it to get used 
to the style, pace and caliber of its new oppo- 
nents, But coach ‘Tony Felder and Benedict, a 
former NAIA school in Columbia, South 
Carolina, hope to hit the ground running when 
they enter SIAC play this fall after going 5-5 
in 2001. 

Last year, Benedict counted Morehouse, 
Mortis Brown and Miles among its five victories, 
One of the many interesting sidelights this sea- 
son will be the play of converted sophomore 


linebacker Terrence Bunting. Late last year, 
Bunting moved over to offense and ended up 


with 690 yards rushing in just three games. 
Also, watch for former North Carolina Central 
quarterback Darrell Nesbitt to have an impact 
asa transfer. 

Coach Wade Streeter’s inaugural season at 
Miles (4-7, 3-4) was a few bounces away from 
being fairly memorable. The Golden Bears 
dropped some rough games, losing four contests 
by four points or less. But with a number of vet- 
erans returning on both sides of the ball, this sea- 
son could find the Bears on the long end of some 
of those scores, 

A big part of the team’s fortunes will be tied 
up in sophomore quarterback Nickolas Smith. 
At 6-foot-3, 220 pounds, Smith has prototype 
size and threw for more than 1,000 yards as a 
freshman, 

‘The administration didn’t do coach Donald 
Smith any favors in his first year at Kentucky 
State (3-7, 2-5). Smith faced a brutal schedule, 
which contained three Division I-AA foes, 

‘The Thorobreds scratched out just 14 points 
per game in 2001. Opposing defenses focused 
on star back Alvon Brown and dared the ’Breds 
to beat them with the pass, On most days, KSU 
couldn't, Now, with Brown and backfield mate 
Alastair Couch gone, QB Jonathan Harris will 
play an even bigger role. 

Coach Miles Brandon's “to-do” list might 
have been fairly long when he accepted his first 
head-coaching post with the Lane Dragons (3-7, 
1-6). But now, thanks to a solid spring session, 
that list is probably a litle shorter. Despite the 
loss of 1,000-yard rusher Tobar Wilson, hopes 
are high with the recurn of quarterback Tim 
Lawson, who is capable of hurting defenses both 
on the ground and in the ait 

Clark-Atlanta’s 2001 highlight came 
October 20 when the Panthers (1-9, 1-6) 
stopped tradition-laden Albany State, 17-14. 
Couch Curtis Crockett stepped down with three 
games remaining, paving the way for new head 
man Tracy Ham, If that name sounds familiar, it 
should, Ham is a former I-AA All-America quat- 
tetback at Georgia Southern, and still holds 
more than 50 school records at GSU. Ham 
hopes to create fan enthusiasm by utilizing the 
same option offense he ran so masterfully with 
GSU for two national championships, il 
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fhe Southwestern Athletic Conference 
T: a big step toward parity lase season 

despite the fact that West Division 
champion Grambling (10-1) copped its second 
straight title in the league's third annual cham- 
pionship game. 

Evident from scores in league games is that 
the gap between the best and worst teams is nar- 
rowing, a trend that should bode well for a com- 
petitive 2002 campaign. 

East Division champ Alabama State (8-4) 
handed Doug Williams’ Grambling squad. its 
only loss (45-38) during the 2001 regular season 
and had the Tigers on the ropes before falling 38- 
31 in the December SWAC title game. 

In the East, Jackson State (7-4) and Alcorn 
State (6-5) were right on the heels of Alabama 
State, and both recur quarterbacks who will 
likely vault them to the head of the pack in 
2002. Coach L.C. Cole 
challenge yet keeping Alabama State at champi- 
onship level. Alabama A&M (4-7) and 
Mississippi Valley State (0-11) hired new head 
coaches to bolster their fortunes. Anthony Jones 
at A&M and Willie Totten at MVSU are 


proven winners who will make the division 


faces his. biggest 


even tougher. 

The West again came down to Grambling 
and Southern (7-4), with the division decided at 
the Bayou Classic, where the G-Men won for the 
first time in nine years. Grambling lost 24 sen- 
iors and had to reload. Southern is loaded and 
appears capable of taking back the perch it occu- 
pied at the top of the conference for three years 
before Grambling’s recent run. 


Predictions 


West Division 
1. Grambling State 
2. Southern 


East Division 
1. Jackson State 
2. Alcorn State 
3. Alabama State 3. Texas Southern 

4, Alabama A&M 4, Prairie View A&M 

5. Mississippi Valley St. 5. Arkansas-Pine Bluff 
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J-State’s Kent will follow esteemed 
list of record-setting QBs. 


BY LUT WILLIAMS 
BLACK COLLEGE SPORTS PAGE 


East Division 

‘As much as the fortunes of Jackson State 
(5-2 SWAC) rest on the arm and legs of junior 
quarterback Robert Kent, the Tigers’ real success 
may hinge on whether they improve on the 
defensive side of the ball. 

If he stays healthy, Kent, who threw for 
3,640 yards and 31 rouchdowns last year, should 
break most of the JSU passing marks this season 
and has a shot at some of the most coveted 
SWAC and national passing records. With 6,150 
passing yards and 58 touchdown passes in a 
little less than two full seasons, he is well on his 
way to putting his name next to Alcorn State's 
Steve McNair, Mississippi Valley State's Willie 
Totten and Alabama State's Darnell Kennedy in 
the record books. 

But coach Robert Hughes’ Tigers lost 66 
percent of those passing numbers with the 
departure of receivers'T. C. Taylor and Lawrence 
Story, and tight end Kendric Travis. One weapon 
Kent can depend on is running back Tanaka 
Counselor, who emerged from the second string 
to rush for 677 yards and eight touchdowns. 

The biggest addition to the defense is new 
coordinator Greg Johnson, the former head 
coach at Prairie View. Johnson institured new 
schemes in the spring to bolster a defense that 
finished seventh overall in the conference and 
gave up 31.1 points per game—not much less 
than the 35.4 the Tigers averaged. 

Alcorn State (5-2 SWAC) had just enough 
offense and defense last year to get past the .500 
mark for the first time since the days of Steve 
McNair (1994). The turnaround, after the 
program hit rock bottom with an 0-11 record 
in 2001, came in coach Johnny Thomas’ fourth 
year and has folks on “The Reservation” buzzing. 

SWAC Newcomer of the Year Donald 
Carrie (2,743 passing yards, 23 TDs) is the offen- 
sive catalyst, but the talented quarterback has got 
plenty to work with. Eight other starters return 
on offense, including the entire O-line, rushing 


leader Cletis Walker (529 yards, five TDs), fullback 


Alvin Jones and receiving standout Kris Peters 
(56 receptions for 1,002 yards and 12 TDs). The 
Braves should better their 24.5 points per gume 
and 343.6 yards per contest of 2001. 

Defense is where Alcorn took the biggest 
hit, with the loss of three linemen and All- 
SWAC linebackers Louis Green and Howard 
Clark. All-conference cornerback Tyrone Parsons 
anchors a solid secondary. 

Getting back to the conference champi- 
onship game will be quite a task for Alabama 
State (6-1 SWAC) without a quintet of first- 
team All-SWAC performers returning from its 
high-powered offense. 

Quarterback Darnell Kennedy, running 
back Larry Bias, wide receiver Floyd “BJ” Tiger 
and linemen Tango McCauley and Lloyd Carlton 
provided most of the fuel for a high-octane 
offense that averaged 37 points and a league-best 
474 yards per game last season. Coach L.C. Cole 
was particularly counting on Tiger to replace 
Kennedy, the conference’s Offensive Player of 
the Year, but he was denied another year of cligi- 
bility by the NCAA. 

Tiger's absence means Cole will have to turn 
to a trio of unproven quarterbacks to run his 
offense. Georgia Tech transfer Jermaine Crenshaw, 
who also saw some time at wide receiver, juco 
transfer Gary Brashears and Nick Fortson will 
vie for the spot. 

‘The one all-conference performer back in 
the fold is tight end Chris Coleman (42 tecep- 
tions, nine TDs), whose role may be expanded 
this year, 

‘The defense is a litle betcer off, with verer- 
ans manning key positions. First-team All- 
SWAC defensive end Earl Cochran is the only 
starter back on the defensive line, while the sec- 
ondary returns all four starters, including strong 
safety Roderick Cade, who led the team in tackles, 
and Ravon Butler. 

New coach Anthony Jones has stepped up 
from Division II Morehouse to take over the 
Alabama A&M program after the departure of 
four-year head man Ron Cooper. Jones engi- 
neered a successful turnaround at Morchouse, 
getting the Maroon Tigers back to the top of the 
Southern Intercollegiate Athletic Conference in 
just three seasons. 

Seventeen returning starters should allow 
him to be competitive from the start. The strength 
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of the team he inherited, just as it was for 
Cooper, is defense, The unit is not big but is 
extremely quick. That helped them lead the con- 
ference in rushing defense (80.8 yard per game) 
for the second year in a row. 

If anyone can bring the excitement back to 
Mississippi Valley State football, ics the school’ 
former star quarterback, Willie “Satellite” Torten, 
hired by MVSU following LaTraia Jones’ fourch 
straight losing season and the school's first-ever 
winless campaign. 

Totten set I-AA records during his career a 
MYVSU (1982-85) that still stand today (56 TD 
passes and 455.7 yards per game in 1984, plus 
139 career TD passes). ‘Totten, who completed 
many of those scoring strikes to Jerry Rice, had 
served several stints as a Delta Devils assistant. 
He promises more no-huddle offense and an 
attacking defense. Now he's just got to find the 
players who can pull it off 


West Division 

For Doug Williams, winning his first 
SWAC title as. a head coach in 2000 left a bitter- 
sweet taste with the Grambling faithful because 
the team lost for the eighth straight time to 
Southern in the Bayou Classic. After winning his 
second straight title last year and ending the 
Tigers’ losing streak to Southern, Williams says 
Grambling fans should now have nothing but 
“syrup and molasses” in their mouths. How long 
that sweet taste lasts depends on Williams’ ability 
to fill some big holes on both sides of the ball. 

A great balance of rushing and passing 
offense last year allowed the Tigers (10-1, 6-1 
SWAC) to average 420 yards per game and lead 
the league in scoring (37.5 ppg). Much of that 
passing offense is gone with the departure of 
two-year starting quarterback Randy Hymes and 
the team’s top two receivers, Levi Washington 
and Ellis Spears. Strong-armed sophomore Bruce 
Eugene was Hymes’ backup and will be given the 
bur 
Williams has Aron Thomas, Jaruzowski Lee and 


first shot at the signal-calling dutie 


transfer Kevin Barby waiting to compete. 

‘Tiamon Douglas (19 receptions) and Thyron 
Anderson (13) are the leading returning receivers, 
though coaches believe Kentucky transfer 
Octavious Bond, senior D.J. Clay and tiny fresh- 
man Aaron Johnson have the talent to be imme- 
diate contributors. 

‘The backfield returns All-SWAC second- 
teamer Brad Hill, a 5-10, 230-pounder who last 
season became Grambling’ first 1,000-yard rusher 
since 1993, 


On defense, all-conference tackles Antwan 
Lawrence and Willie Gray anchor a line that 
helped the Tigers finish behind only Alabama 
A&M in rushing defense (104.4 ypg) and allowed 
only 11 rushing touchdowns. Fellow starter Ron 


Johnson at defensive end makes this. perhaps 
Grambling’s strongest area. 

In Brian Morgan, Grambling has black col- 
lege football's best placekicker. He hit on 18 of 
25 field goal attempts and tied the Grambling 
record with a 49-yarder, 

After two yeats out of the championship 
circle, coach Pete Richardson's Southern Jaguars 
(5-2 SWAC) appear ready to break back in. Chief 
among his weapons will be a stingy defensive unit 
and the return to the offense of perhaps the most 
feared receiver in black college football. 

The Jag defense held opponents to the low- 
est total offense (308.8 ypg) and scoring num- 
bers (19.5 ppg) in the conference, while giving 
up a league-low 26 touchdowns. All-conference 
corner Lenny Williams and Terrence Arnold are 
the stalwarts of a talented and deep secondary 
that will probably be the best in the SWAC. 
Hard-hitting Jabari Greene, the team’s leading 
tackler before missing the last six games with a 
knce injury, returns along with Chris Cooper to 
lead a linebacking corp that is without NEL 
signee Robert Chapman. Greg Coleman and 
Jonathan Se. Cyr, who saw time on the inside lase 
year, may be switched outside on the defensive 
line, which lost three starters, including Michael 
Landry, a second-team all-conference pick also 
signed by the NEL. 

‘The development of quarterback Quincy 
Richard and the return of 6-5 wideout Michael 
Hayes, black college football's top receiver in 
2000, will be keys for new offensive coordinator 
David Oliver. Richard, who has been given the 
full-time reins this year after spending most 
of his career as a backup, performed well in 
spring practice. 

Hayes, lost for the season in Southern’s first 
game last year with a torn ACL, was granted an 
extra year as a medical redshire and hopes to 
approach his 2000 form when he had more than 
1,300 receiving yards and a touchdown recep- 
tion in all 11 games (15 total). 

‘Texas Southern’s season began on a bad 
note last year when reigning SWAC Defensive 
Player of the Yeas, linebacker Lernard Mack, was 
lost for the season with a broken wrist in the 
Tigers’ fist game, Tt went downhill from there. 
Quarterback Adam Lamb did not have his usu- 
ally solid season and the running game struggled. 


TSU (3-7, 2-5 SWAC) scored a league-low eight 
rushing touchdowns while the offense produced 
just 22 TDs. 

Mack, who led the league in 2000 with 119 
tackles, is back after being granted a medical 
redshirt for last season, but Lamb has used up 
his eligibility. 

Coach Bill Thomas, who had new coaches 
running his passing game and defense a year ago, 
has reshuflled the deck. Mark Orlando, Pete 
Richardson's longtime offensive coordinator at 
Southern, has been hired to bring some life to 
the offense, while the defense has been turned 
over to former University of Houston assistant 
Danny Palmer. 

Mack's return at middle linebacker will be 
welcomed by Dee Goins and Billy Starling, the 
starters on the outside. Talented SWAC Freshman 
of the Year Santino Hall picked off six passes last 
season and is entrenched at one corner, 

Second-team All-SWAC pick Cortez 
Hankton (61 receptions, 941 yards, nine TDs) is 
the foundation of a deep receiving corps. 

‘The students, alumni and administration 
have to be excited with the job third-year coach 
Larry Dorsey is doing at Prairie View (3-7, 2-5). 

Dorsey's troops ended a 67-game confer- 
ence losing streak in his first season and followed 
that up last year with two conference wins, one 
of them the first homecoming victory for the 
school in 12 years, He was rewarded with a two- 
year contract extension on top of the four-year 
deal he signed in 2000, 

‘The offense returns junior tailback Jimmie 
Maxey, who averaged 6.9 yards per carry last 
rds, but the defense will 
miss free safety Bobby Perry, last year's SWAC 


season in gaining 317 ys 


Defensive Player of the Year. 

Arkansas-Pine Bluff’s vaunted running 
attack, which led che SWAC in 2001 by averag- 
ing 246 yards per game, was shut down last year, 
leading to Lee Hardman’s first losing season in 
20 years as a head coach. 

“Te was tough on all of us,” says Hardman, 
whose Golden Lions, used ro being in the thick of 
the tidle race, were hit with injuries to starters and 
backups. UAPB finished last in the conference in 
coral offense (221.9 ypg) and scoring (14.0 ppg) 
as they hit pay dirt a league-worst 20 times. 

‘The defense, which kept the Golden Lions 
(4-7, 1-6) ina lot of games, especially late in the 
season, will again be counted on to hold the line 
while a young offense gets untracked. Juco trans- 
fer Brandon Sweeney should be a standout at 


linebacker. a 
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BLACK COLLEGE 


Stillman could make splash in D-3. 


BY DONALD HUNT 
PHILADELPHIA TRIBUNE 


Allen: This 500-student NAIA university in 
Columbia, South Carolina, plans to raise the 
level of its program this season, and will play its 
first full season since dropping football in 1968. 
‘The Stinging Yellow Jackets are coming off a 5-1 
season and will face a nine-game schedule this 
year. Coach Robert Henby will build around 
explosive wide receiver Antonio Partridge, a 5-11 
sophomore who has good quickness and can 
catch the ball in traffic. 

Cheyney: A new football era has begun for 
the Cheyney Wolves. New head man Lee Brown 
arrives from Mount Senario College in 
Ladysmith, Wisconsin, where he was secondary 
coach, and 11 of the players he coached there are 
making the move with him. 

Brown will have his work cut out for him. 
The Division I Wolves will have one of the 
youngest teams in the Pennsylvania State Athletic 
Conference. Only 17 players return froma year ago. 

Leading the list of rerurnees is John Chestnut, 
a wide receiver from Wayne, New Jersey, who 
earned first-team All-PSAC honors last season. 
Chestnut was named to the all-conference team 
as a wide receiver and kick returner, and ranked 
second in the conference in all-purpose yards 
(1,523), fourth in receiving yards per game (75.4) 
and seventh in receptions per contest (4.1). 

When teamed with Twayne Brown, who 
ranked eighth in the PSAC with 49.1 yards receiv- 
ing per game, the Wolves will once again have 
one of the best receiving corps in the conference. 

Edward Waters: Tiny Edward Waters 
College, coming off its first Football season in 44 
years, is looking to improve on a 2-8 mark, and 
coach Lamont Massie believes he has the players 
to do that at this 750-student NAIA school in 
Jacksonville, Florida. 

On offense, the Tigers have two gifted 
sophomore quarterbacks returning in Al 
Brunson and Dexter Davis. The receiving corps 
is a strength and features junior wideouts Dexter 
Gant and Sherwin Dean, plus tight end Myqual 
Span, who can catch the ball in traffic 

Defensively, linemen ‘Travis Darby, James 


Langston: Harold Johnson, Langston’s first- 
year coach, believes his team is not far way from 
playing some good football in the upstarc 
Central States Football League of NAIA. The 
Lions finished finished 4-7 last season, but they 
were 2-2 in the CSEL. 

Offensively, Langston will be counting on 
running back Terrell Green to establish the 
ground attack. A year ago, Green rushed for 
1,200 yards. Wide receiver B,J. Jones has game- 
breaking speed. 

On defense, Langston has two solid pass 
rushers in William Beard and Carlos Lee. Rome 
Strozier, a hard-hitting defensive back, leads the 
Lions’ secondary. 

Lincoln (Missouri): This season will be 
coach Jack Bush's fourth in Jefferson City, 
Missouri, Lincoln's football program was resur- 
rected in 1999 after a decade of dormancy. Bush's 
NAIA Blue Tigers of the CSFL have increased 
their win total in cach of his seasons at the 
3,700-student school, finishing last year at 4-5. 

Bush is expecting big things from sopho- 
more running back Cordolyous “Dodie” Wilson, 
who averaged 11 yards per carry while rushing 
for 367 yards in just four games last season. Also 
returning to the backfield is fellow sophomore 
Earnest Tucker, who led the team with 546 rush- 
ing yards on 107 carries in cight games, 

Junior wide receiver Toranza Every is the 
best of Bush’s offensive weapons. He led the 
team in receiving yards (455 yards on 29 catch- 
€s) in 2001 and was a force on special teams, 
averaging 8.7 yards per punt return and 21,6 on 
kickoff returns. Every accounted for a team-lead- 
ing 849 all-purpose yards. 


On defense, junior lineman Deshon 
Wilkerson is expected to once again lead the 
swarming attack in tackles. 

Paul Quinn: In his second season with the 
Tigers, coach Archie Cooley doesn’t expect to 
change his philosophy. He intends to use the 
same run-and-shoot offense that brought him a 
great deal of publicity during his days at 
Mississippi Valley State when he coached a guy 


These days, Cooley has a terrific quarter- 
back in Arthur Robinson, who threw 16 touch- 
down passes last season. Robinson, a sophomore, 
will have three key targets in wide receivers 
Richard Morris (seven TDs) and Ladestro 
Douglas (cight) and tight end Freddie Parks. 

The running game will feature Melvin 
McCullar (896 rushing yards, 42 receptions, six 
TDs), Demetrius Thomas and Leo Hampron. 

“We're going to put the ball in the air,” 
Cooley says. “We have plenty of speed. And 
we're going to use our quickness, We can run and 
throw the football.” 

Defensively, Paul Quinn, an 850-studene 
NAIA school in Dallas, has a sensational player 


in defensive back Emmanuel Ajiodo. A year ago, 
Ajiodo grabbed four interceptions. 

Stillman: The Division III Tigers (6-3) will 
return nine offensive and eight defensive starters 
from last year’s team. As always, the Tiger game 
plan will begin on the defensive end. Stillman 
coach Theophilius Danzy welcomes two-time 
All-Ametica linebacker Brenden Givan back for 
his senior season. Givan has 299 rackles in his 
Stillman career, plus 35 sacks and four intercep- 
tions (two being returned for rouchdowns). 

Hell get help from fellow seniors Jermaine 
Blakely and Darryl Johnson, who lead a rough 
defensive front. At 6-foot-3, 350 pounds, 
Johnson is a tough blocking assignment, 

On the offensive end, Stillman has a proven 
signal-caller in Antwan Blatch, who completed 
65 of 162 passes for 1,048 yards and 15 TDs as 
a sophomore last season. 

West Virginia State: The Division Il 
Yellow Jackets finished last season 4-7 overall 
and 2-5 in the West Virginia Intercollegiate 
Athletic Conference, Coach Carl Lee will look 
to quarterback Kerrick Cooper and running 
back Jonathan Bonecutter, both sophomores, 
to help turn things around. A year ago, 
Bonecutter led the team in rushing with 460 
yards on 79 carries while earning second-team 
AILWYVIAC honors. Cooper threw for 1,020 
yards and eight touchdowns, tying the school 
record of five TD passes in a game against 
Concord College. 

Defensively, Justin Valentine will be a major 
player after leading the team in tackles with 100. 
He also added six. pass breakups, five fumble 


Banner and Tyran Race offer the most experience, named Jerry Rice. recoveries and three forced fumbles. v 
Top.players Games to watch 

OFFENSE: Terrell Green, RB, Langston 

DEFENSE: Brenden Givan,L8,stillman Lincoln vs. Clark-Atlanta (at Lexington, Ky,),September7 Stillman at Langston, October 12 

NEWCOMER: Jonathan Johnson, DB, Savannah State Paul Quinn at Langston, September 7 Lincoln at Langston, October 26 
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Parity’s the big winner, but 
Grand Valley will overcome. 


BY GREGG DEWALT 


Deca 


he 2001 season was a breakthrough 


year for a couple of Division II's 

most successful programs. But for 

all of their regular-season success, North 
Da 
qualified for the championship game. 
When they 
Lakers and Fighting Sioux provided a 


‘ora and Grand Valley State had never 


inally did make it, the 


thrilling end to the season, with North 
Dakota edging Grand Valley 17-14 for its 
first national title. 


C 
away from its first championship, holding 


ind Valley was about three minutes 


a 14-10 lead, But Kelby Klosterman con- 
verted two fourth-down plays in the final 


drive, including a short completion that 


Luke Schleusner turned into a 58-yard 


gain, to set up Jed Perkerewicz’ game- 
winning touchdown with 29 seconds left. 


North 


onship g 


‘ora reached the champi- 


me by dominating in the pl 


offs, The Sioux outscored their three 
previous playoff opponents 90-30, while 
Grand Valley fought its way to the cham- 
pionship without record-setting quarter- 
back Curt Anes, who sustained a knee 
injury in the first game of the playoffs. 
“The season also saw some new reams 
emerge to qualify for the postseason. 
Tarleton State made its first NCAA 
appearance, as did Central Arkansas and 
Winona State. Texas A&M-Kingsville 
returned to the playoffs for the first time in 
s, while C 
than it ever has, losing to Grand V 


awba went further 


three y 


the semifinal 

What's in store for 2002? It likely will 
be more of the same, More and more 
teams are recruiting Division L-type players, 


cr 


ting more parity. No longer can a 


select few teams pencil them: 


res into 


the postseason. 


n though Grand Valley State 


(13-1) didn’t win the national champi- 


onship, the Lakers will be the team to beat, 


as Anes, whom many thought should have 


Games to watch 


Tarleton St. at Texas A&M-Kingsville September 28 
Pittsburg St. at NW Missouri St., October 17 
Grand Valley at Saginaw Valley, October 19 


won the Harlon Hill Trophy that goes to 
the division's best player, returns for his 
senior season. Anes threw a staggering 49 
rouchdown passes on 201-of-288 passing 
in leading the country in total offense. He 
was intercepted only three times. Also back 
is David Kircus, who caught 32 scoring 


strikes in his team-high 77 receptions. The 
Lakers, who were first nationally in total 
offense and scoring offense, also have 
their top two running backs returning, 
Reggie Spearmon and Brent Lesniak each 
flirted with the 1,000-yard barrier. The 


defense was pretty good, too, and will 


have seven starters returning, 

Perennial power Pittsburg State (11-2) 
appears ready to make a serious run at its 
first Division II title since 1991. After 
winning their first Missouri Intercollegiate 
Athletic Conference championship since 
1996, coach Chuck Broyles and the 
Gorillas are back on the national radar 
screen. A rushing attack that averaged 
n better 


288.5 yards per game could be 
as long as quarterback Neal Philpot stays 
healthy. Only a sophomore, Philpot 
became just the third Division II quarter- 
back to pass and throw for more than 
1,000 yards in a single season. Included in 
those totals were 15 touchdown passes 
and 15 rushing TDs. He'll be running 
behind an offensive line that averages 
290 pounds. 

On defense, junior tackle Aaron 
McConnell may make a run at the Harlon 
Hill Trophy 
loss and six sacks last season. 

Cal-Davis (10-3) has been one win 
away from playing for a championship in 


fier piling up 24 tackles for 


four of the past six seasons, and thi 


ar 


shouldn't be any different. Th 


Aggies are 
loaded offensively with wide receiver 
Michael Oliva ( 


Ds) and runi 


catches, 1,365 yards, 13 
g back Milton (731 
yards, 14 TDs in eight games), but they 


must replace quarterback J.T; O'Sullivan, 
a two-time Harlon Hill finalise. 


Tusculum at Catawba, November 2 
Bentley at C.W. Post, November 9 


_— J 
C.J. Lofton, Valdosta State 


North Dakota (14-1) will be hard- 
pressed to defend its national champi- 
onship after losing 18 seniors, including 
cight offensive performers, That doesn't 
mean coach Dale Lennon and the Sioux 
won't be any good. Klosterman threw 23 
touchdown passes in the regular season 
against only six interceptions. On defense, 
ends Eric Halverson and Ben Dixon com- 
bined for 10 sacks. 

Like Pittsburg State, Valdosta State 
(12-1) should make a run at the national 
championship, but coach Chris Hatcher 
must replace two-time Harlon Hill winner 
Dusty Bonner at quarterback and four 
offensive linemen. The offense is stacked 
with wide receiver Reggie Mosley (1,063 
yards, 15 TDs), tight end C.J, Lofton (57 
catches, 12 TDs) and running back Aaron 
Jenkins (2,086 total yards, 21 TDs). 

Catawba (11-2) made it all the way 
to the national semifinals in what was sup- 


posed to be a rebuilding year last season: 
The highlight was a 37-34 overtime upset 
of top-ranked Valdosta State. The Indians 
return nine offensive starters, including all 
of their skill-position players. Defensively, 
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Top 25 


1. Grand Valley State 
ittsburg State 

3. Cal-Davis 

4. North Dakota 

5. Valdosta State 

6. Catawba 

7. Texas A&M-Kingsville 
8. Tarleton State 
Indiana of Pennsylvania 
Tuskegee 

Saginaw Valley State 
Chadron State 
Nebraska-Omaha 
Bloomsburg 

Winona State 
Western Washington 
Nebraska-Kearney 
Fort Valley State 

East Stroudsburg 
Northwest Missouri State 
Kutztown 

C.W. Post 

23. Truman State 

24. North Dakota State 
25. Bentley 


2 


10. 
11, 
12. 
13. 
14, 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22, 


linebacker ‘Todd McComb is one of the best in 
the country, 

‘Texas A&M-Kingsville (9-2) rebounded 
from back-to-back losing seasons to qualify for 
the playoffs after tying Tarleton State for the 


Lone Star Conference title. Third-year coach 
Richard Cundiff will rely on an experienced 
team, including 29 lettermen and 29 redshirts, to 


continue molding the Javelinas into the power 


they once were. Abel Gonzalez leads the offense 
and is coming off a season in which he averaged 
271.6 total yards per game, On defense, Nicholas 
Davis led in tackles (72) and had 15 tackles for 
loss from his defensive back position. 

Tarleton State (10-3) had a breakthrough 
season, the best in school history since moving to 
ion Il, With 16 starters returning, the 
Texans should challenge for another playoff bid. 


‘The big question that must be answered is at 
quarterback, where Steve Kelly (27 TD passes) is 
gone. But Arizona transfer Cliff Watkins and 


two-year backup Chase Sugarek should make it 


a smooth transition. 
Indiana of Pennsylvania (8-2) has been in 
a fixture in 12 of the past 15 playoffs, and last 
year came within a point of derailing Grand 
Valley in the firs round. The focus this year 
will curn from defense to offense, as quarterback 


Brian Eyerman returns for his senior season 
along with top receivers Carmelo Ocasio and 
J.R. Thomas. Finding a replacement for Aamir 
Dew, the second-leading rusher in school history, 
is crucial. 

‘Tuskegee (11-1) has rolled to 23 wins in the 
past 24 games, but coach Rick Comegy must 
replace 13 starters, including quarterback Aaron 
James (42-6 as a starter) and running back 
Bobby Wilson (1,878 yards, 23 TDs). Also gone 
are All-America cornerback Roosevelt Williams 
and linebacker Kelvin Powell. But the Golden 
Tigers should again be the class of the Southern 
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference. 

IfGrand Valley State is the class of the Great 
Lakes Intercollegiate Athletic Conference, Saginaw 
Valley State isn't far behind. The Cardinals (11-2) 
advanced to the Northeast Regional final and 
return nine offensive starters, including 3,100- 
yard passer Matt LeFleur, who tossed 24 touch- 
downs and ran for seven more. 

Chadron State (10-1) must rebuild an 
offense that lost nine starters in order to repeat as 
Rocky Mountain Athletic Conference champs. 


Helping in the process will be the return of tai 
back Austin Forster, who missed last season after 
breaking his collarbone. Forster led the RMAC 
in all-purpose yards in 2000. 

With seven home games, Nebraska-Omaha 
(8-3) hopes to continue a recent trend of 
winning the North Central Intercollegiate 
Athletic Conference in even-numbered years 
(1996, 1998, 2000). It will do so behind the 
play of an experienced offensive line and a 


talented defense. All-America defensive tackle 


candidate Buck Rasmussen returns after missing 
2001 with an injury. 
Bloomsburg's bid to return to the champi- 


onship game was derailed by Grand Valley in the 
first round of the playoffs, but that shouldn't 
prevent the Huskies (9-2) from defending their 


Pennsylvania State Athletic Conference East title. 


OFFENSE 


Curt Anes, senor, Grand 
Jan Smart, 

Eddie Acosta, senio 
David Kircus, er 
Dee Dee Carter, jun 
Chris Booker, 


Seth Wand s 
‘Micah Lomas se’ 
Chad Lackowski 
Forest Vance, 
CJ. Lofton, 
Donald Amaker ju 
Austin Lepper, 
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DIVISIO) 


Brian Bingaman anchors an offensive line that 
enabled Bloomsburg to possess one of the most 
balanced offenses in the country last 


a 
Tierell Johnson and Rocco Forgione combined 
to catch 19 touchdown passes. 

Winona State (10-2) set a school record for 
wins and earned a first-ever berth into the po: 


season. The Warriors’ two-headed quarterback 
system returns intact with Bruce Carpenter and 
Andy Nett, who posted nearly identical numbers 
in combining for 2,893 yards and 30 touchdown 
passes. All-purpose back Kevin Curtin returns 
from a season in which he averaged 140.8 yards 
per game, 

Coach Rob Smith needs a quarterback if 
Western Washington (8-3) is to win a fourth 
consecutive Great Northwest Athletic Conference, 
The Vikings return most of their skill-position 
players, including wide receiver Greg Dykstra 
(57 catches, 919 yards, 10 TDs) and the top three 
running backs. 

Nebraska-Kearney (8-2) continues to play 


some of the best football in the RMAC, but in 
order to take the next step they must find a way 
). Coach 


reshman-of- 


to beat Chadron State (six straight | 
Darrell Morris will rely on RMAC 
the-Year running back Mike Miller (1,101 yards, 


eight TDs) while he tries to groom a new 
quarterback. Bryan Eakins returns on defense 
after forcing a Division II-leading seven fumbles. 

With Tuskegee reloading, this could be the 
year Fort Valley State (8-3) returns to the top of 
the SIAC. Quarterback Cecil Lester and running. 
back Duron Croson are among the best in the 
conference, while defensive backs Rico Cody, 
Eatl Kornicky and Anthony Floyd will make it 
rough to throw against the Wildcats. 

Denny Douds enters his 37th season at East 
Stroudsburg (7-3)—including the past 28 as 
head coach—looking for a PSAC East titl 
Jeremy Palm threw 22 touchdown passes against 
ind Douds calls A.J. Oliveri 


five interceptions, 2 


Leif Murphy, sei 
Aaron McConnell ju 
Ben Dixon 
Andrew Tippins, seio 
—Todd McComb, se 
B—Tim Polk, junior, Hard 
Mike Fowler 
Dontaye McCoy, 
Gregg Albano, serio 
Charles Davis 
-Pete Mende 
P—Jason Langland, 
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“a throwback to the old-school fullbacks who just 
love to play and love to knock people down.” 

Another team looking to regain its playoff 
form is Northwest Missouri State (7-4). Three 
losses by a combined total of five points and an 
overtime loss snapped a streak of five consecutive 
playoff appearances by the ewo-time national 
champions (1998, 1999). In just nine games, 
Jamaica Rector had an excellent freshman cam- 
paign, with 61 catches for 1,081 yards and nine 
TDs. Freshman Zach Sherman, the second- 
leading high school rusher in Missouri history, 
could add some zip to the running game. 

Kutztown (6-4) appears poised to make a run 
ata PSAC East title with 21 starters returning, 
including one of the top defensive backfields in 
the region. Safety Pete Mendez led the Golden 
Bears with nine interceptions, including two for 
touchdowns. Backfield mares Adam Green and 
Andre Davis were All-PSAC performers. 

CW, Post (11-1) coach Bryan Collins will 
again make sure that Ian Smart gets the ball after 
he led college football in rushing with 2,536 


yards last year (adding 33 touchdowns). Smart, 
who has 4,624 career rushing yards, can become 
the NCAASall-time leader with a similar season. 

Coach John Ware is auditioning quarter- 
backs at Truman State (8-3), seeking a replace- 
ment for Harlon Hill Trophy finalist Eric Howe, 
who threw for 278 yards per game in 2001. 
Among the candidates are sophomore Jake 
Caeschin, who played sparingly as a freshman 
but redshirted last year, and Dusty Burk, a senior 
transfer from Illinois Stare and former Gateway 
Conference Freshman of the Year. 

North Dakota State (7-3) looks to rebound 
from a third-place finish in the NCIAC, but 
must find replacements for All-America running 
back Lamar Gordon and 13 other starters. 
Defensive end Leif Murphy (11 sacks) and offen- 
sive tackle Chuck Klabo provide stability on 
both sides of the ball. 

Bentley (9-3) will go as far as former high 
school teammates Marc Eddy and Dallas Mall 
will rake it. Quarterback Eddy set an NCAA 
freshman record with 32 TD passes, while receiver 
Mall also set a record with 24 TD catches. 
Add Gregg Albano’s NCAA-high 12 intercep- 
tions and Bentley should challenge in the 
Northeast 10 Conference. 


Others to watch 

Central Arkansas (9-3) built its program 
around transfers, and should be in the mix for a 
Gulf South Conference title. 

Tusculum (8-2) had its winningest season 
ever in 2001, breaking 50 school records along the 
way. The Pioneers must find a quarterback, but 
return nine starters on both offense and defense. 
Tailback Aaron Claridy led the South Adantic 
Conference in scoring with 14 touchdowns. 

Shippensburg (8-3) won cight of its final 
nine games, thanks in part to cornerback Tony 
Johnson, who intercepted three passes, blocked 
three punts and returned two blocked field goals 
for touchdowns. 

Ashland (6-5) will follow senior running 
back J.R. McCoy, who broke his own school 
rushing record last year, slithering to 1,415 yards 
and seven TDs. 

Former Ferris State coach Keith Otterbein 
returns to the GLIAC as head coach at Hillsdale 
(4-7). The Chargers hope Otterbein can work the 
same magic he did at Ferris, where he was 60-39-3 
in nine years before moving on to Ball State. 

Central Oklahoma (3-8) features one of 
the nation’s top receivers in Dee Dee Carter, who 
caught 76 passes for 1,469 yards last season. 

St. Cloud (4-7) continues to make progress 
under fourth-year coach Randy Hedberg, but the 


Huskies will need another big year from quarter- 
back Keith Heckendorf (2,406 yards, 26 TDs) 
and receiver Ben Nelson (1,018 yards, 16 TD 
receptions) to move up in the NCIAC standings. 

Emporia State (5-6) lost two games in 
double overtime and another by seven points last 
season, Dontaye McCoy needs five interceptions 
to set a school record. 

Millersville (3-8) started slowly under new 
coach Kevin Kiesel, losing its first five games, but 
closed with a flourish that included a 30-26 
upset of playoff-bound and second-ranked 
Indiana of Pennsylvania in the season finale, Free 
safety Braden Steffy (86 tackles) is one of the top 
defenders in the PSAC. 

‘Two-time champion Northern Colorado 
(7-4) returns 14 starters, including running back 
‘Tyler Hawkins, who set a school rushing record 
with 1,131 yards and 10 TDs. Minnesota State- 
Mankato (4-6) raided the Gulf South 
Conference for its new head coach, Clarence 
Holley, who turned around the Arkansas- 
Monticello program, takes over for Dan Runkle, 
who retired after 21 seasons. Holley’s best player 
is defensive lineman Andrew Tippins, who 
recorded 11 sacks and had 24 tackles for loss a 


Ies hard to believe that one-time Division II 
kingpin North Alabama (4-6) hasn't had a win- 
ning season in three years and has been to the 
playoffs only once since 1995. The Lions will try 
to regain their status under new coach Mark 
Hudspeth, who was the offensive coordinator 
when Delta State won the 2000 championship. 

Another Gulf South ream on the tise could 
be Harding (4-6). All three of the team’s MVPs— 
wide receiver Santiago Collins, linebacker Tim 
Polk, placckicker Coy Nance—were sophomores 
in 2001, as was quarterback Freddie Langston. 

‘AtSouthern Arkansas (5-5), the Muleriders 
will open the season with the same coach for the 
first time in four years. Coach Steve Quinn will 
look to quarterback Ted Williams, who ran for 
682 yards and passed for 1,128 yards in 2001, to 
improve on last year's record. 

Slippery Rock (6-4) will try to extend the 
PSACS longest streak of winning seasons to 12 
with the addition of two Division I transfers. Jeff 
Valentino arrives from Kent State at quarterback 
hoping to improve a passing attack that recorded 
only two touchdown passes. Rutgers transfer 
Dan Woodard should help keep the Rock solid 
on defense. 

Mesa State (7-4) averaged 275 yards per 
game on the ground, and Charles Dukes will be 
the featured back after averaging nearly 10 yards 
on 52 carries. a 
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St. John’s is poised to end 
Mount Union’s dominance. 


BY MIKE GOENS 
FLORENCE (AL) TMESDALY 


t. John's (Minnesota) coach John 
Gagliardi says Notre Dame could 
have done Division III a big favor 

had it looked down the road to Alliance, 

Ohio, for its new football coach. 

‘That's where Larry Kehres has buile a 
dynasty at Mount Union College. 

‘The Purple Raiders have won six of 
the last nine Division IIL championships 
and remain the heavy favorite to win 


another in 2002. They have won 82 of 
their last 83 games, including 28 in a row. 

“I sure as heck wish someone would 
take coach Kehres and those guys,” 
Gagliardi says, laughing, Not that 


Gagliardi doesn't have a lot to brag about 


himself, He's entering his 50th s 


on at 
Se. John’s and could win his 400ch game 
at some point late this s 


son, 
“I's not easy to win one champi- 
onship, but they win one after another,” 


Gagliardi says. “I wish I knew their secret, 


but I'm quite sure it has something to do 
with great coaching and great players.” 


Former Rowan coach K.C. Keeler, 


during a news conference when he was 
announced as Delaware's new head 
coach, listed beating Mount Union two 
years ago as one of the highlights of his 
coaching cateer. 

“We all have the urmost respect for 
those guys, and when you beat those guys 


's something special,” Gagliardi says. 
“Unfortunately, not many have done 
it lately. You've gor to get through those 
guys to get to the top. 
“A lot of teams have hopes of winning 
the national championship, but the only 
thing is can you overcome Mount Union?” 


St. John’s is among the teams with a 
shot at ending the Raiders’ reign. The 
Johnnies lost to Mount Union in the 2000 
Stagg Bowl championship game when the 
game-winning field goal sailed through 
with one second remaining, 


Games to watch 


‘Augustana at Wisconsin-Stevens Point, Sept.7 


Gagliardi, who has 388 career wins, 
needs 20 more to set college football's all- 
time mark, He says his biggest thrill, how- 
ever, would be to get his fourth national 
championship this season. 

His Johnnies are a good bet to make 
that wish come true. 

Se. John’s has 16 starters returning, 
cight each on offense and defense, along 
with both kickers from a team that won 


11 games, The Johnnies outscored oppo- 
nents by an average of 26 points a game 
last season, and they should be better on 


offe 


se and defense this year. 


Junior defensive end Jeremy Hood 
was a big-time performer in 2001 with 
112 tackles, including 27 for losses. He 
finished with 14.5 sacks. Linebacker 
Cameron McCambridge, with 137 tackles 


and five interceptions, gives the defense 
another force. Punter Charlie Cart is also 
a weapon, 

Ryan Keating is back to lead an expe- 
ed for 2,506 yards 
and 27 touchdowns last year, His favorite 
receiver, Blake Elliot, caught 14 of his 
passes for touchdowns. 


rienced offense. He p 


All eyes will be on the defense as 
Mount Union tries to defend its title ... 
again. The Raiders have seven starters back 


from a unit that dominated when it had 


toa year ago. 

“Defensively, we return a number of 
performers who have played extensively 
the past couple seasons,” Kehres says. 
“Thos 


big games in the past and have responded 


players have been in a number of 


to the challenge. We will need them to 
perform ata high level again this fall if we 
hope to be as successful as we've been in 
the past.” 

End Mate Campbell will lead that 
unit after making 20 tackles behind the 
line last year. Tackles Jeff Knoblauch and 
Antoine Dillard will also make it tough on 
opponents’ running games. Four players 


Hardin-Simmons at Mary Hardin-Baylor,Nov.2 


Blake Elliot, St. John’s 


are back in the secondary, including cor- 
nerback Chris Kern, who had five inter- 
ceptions, Stan Watson will carry the load 
among the linebackers. 

‘Two of the four offensive returnees are 
linemen, including tackle Larry Kinard, 
Quarterback Rob Adamson will be the 
leader, though. He passed for 3,059 yards 
and 25 touchdowns a year ago, his first 
Tight end Josh Liddell 
is the prime target, and Dan Pugh rushed 
for 843 yards. 


Rowan has a new coach and a lot of 


season as a startet 


quality players back, including eight 
offensive and six defensive starters. 
Quarterback Tony Racioppi is among the 
country’s best. He tossed 47 touchdown 
passes and accounted for 3,684 passing 
yards and 323 rushing yards in 2001. 
Receivers Michael Ward and Michael 
Osborne have big-play potential, Four 
starters on the line are also back, along 
with tailbacks Antwine Simmons and 
reg Bethea. 

On defense, the Profs will count on 


Linfield at Pacific Lutheran, October 5 Wisconsin-Stevens Point at Wisconsin-Stout, Nov.2 . aj 
Lycoming at Widener, October 5 Mount Union at Ohio Northern, November9 Jermaine Ruffin and Earl Nelson up front, 
Wabash at Wittenberg, October 12 Rowan at Montclair State, November 16 
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Top 25 


1. St.John’s (Minnesota) 
2. Mount Union 

3. Rowan 

4. Augustana (Illinois) 
5. Widener 

6. Washington & Jefferson 
7. Wittenberg 

8. Ohio Northern 

9. Wisconsin-Stevens Point 
Bridgewater 

Trinity (Texas) 

Pacific Lutheran 
Lycoming 

Western Connecticut 
Montclair State 
Western Maryland 
Hardin-Simmons 
Wisconsin-Stout 
Westfield State 
Wabash 

King’s (Pennsylvania) 
Linfield 

Central (lowa) 

Mary Hardin-Baylor 
John Carroll 


23. 
24, 
25. 


Shannon Maynard at linebacker and Vince 
DeVine in the secondary. 
Augustana (Illinois) has returned to the 


elite of Division IIL. The Vikings posted a 10-2 


record on the way to their 19th conference title 


last year, They return eight starters on offense 


and nine on defense. 

A power running game will again be fea- 
tured and the spotlight will be on Kyle Zick, 
who gained 620 yards as a backup last season, 
Fullback David 
Vikings have two reliable quarterbacks in Brad 
Wendell and Ben Kleinhans. Tackle J.D. Sheldon 
and center Tony Manual are dominating line- 
men. The defense is led by end ‘Tim Williams, 
who had 12 sacks. Placekicker Mike Clark kicked 
10 field goals last year. 


emke is also a power back. The 


Widener emerged as one of the most explo- 
sive offenses in the nation last year, averaging 501 
yards and 46 points a game during a 12-1 season. 
‘The Pioneers hope to build on their rich football 
tradition, which includes two national titles and 
587 wins, the second most in NCAA history. 

Quarterback Mike Warker threw for 2,751 
yards and 32 touchdowns, but he did not have to 
carry the load alone. Michael Gandy rushed for 
871 yards. The top two receivers have graduated, 
but Tyreak Saviour is a talented replacement, 


Two big-play defensive backs, B.J. Hogan and 
Darren Sinclair, had 13 interceptions becween 
them and will lead the defense. Linebackers Matt 
Swarter and Steve Varrassee are also proven 
performers. 

John Banaszak won three Super Bowl 
championships as a defensive lineman with the 
Pietsburgh Steelers, and hed like to add another 
title as head coach at Washington & Jefferson, 


The Presidents’ only loss last year was in the 
second round of the national playoffs. With 14 
starters and both kickers back, Banaszak could 
have his team in contention again, 

Quarterback Brian Dawson already holds 
add to those this 
season. He completed nearly 60 percent of his 
passes, which produced 3,207 yards and 28 TDs. 
Receiver Todd Fry (94 catches for 1,631 yards) 
and running back Joey Nichols (1,577 yards and 
19 touchdowns) add to the explosiveness. The 


18 school records and will li 


defense was among the nation’s best last 


allowing 10 points a game. Six linemen with 
experience and linebacker B.J. Swartzlander 
(115 tackles) are back. 

Wittenberg has won more games (625) 
than any Division III program and has 14 
starters, including eight on offense, back from an 
11-2 team. The Tigers are favored to win their 
conference for the fifth consecutive time, There's 
on the roster that has lost a confer- 


not a play 
ence game. Tailback Daniel Grove ran for more 
than 100 yards in seven games and quarterback 
Greg Cornett tossed 22 


rD passes and only four 


interceptions, Strong safety John Hauser was the 
team’s leading tackler and linebacker Dustin 


Three 


Goldsburg returns after missing last yi 
defensive linemen must be replaced, though. 
Mount Union faces a serious threat in its 
conference from Ohio Northern. Take Mount 
Union out of the equation and the Polar Bears 
are 28-1 against Division III opponents over the 
last three years. They were left out of the playofis 


—Michael Day, 
OL Jeff Hollway, se 


98 —loey Nichols, 
Pk—Andy Cine, serio, A 
— Chris McKinney 
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Division 3 All-America Team 


last season despite an 8-2 record, but 10 starters 
on both sides of the ball return. 

Jeff Soliday will run the “Northern Gun” 
offense after throwing for 2,211 yards and 10 
TDs last year. He also scored eight times while 
running for 348 yards. All the re 
including Jace Metzner (46 catches for 993 yards), 
along with all five offensiv 


ivers are back, 


linemen. Linebackers 
Brad Lohr and Curt Hartman head the defense, 
along with lineman Brian Christopher. 
Wisconsin-Stevens Point has won three of 
its last four conference titles but last 


crown came after finishing last the yea 


There are six starters back on offense and seven 


c, and they will be rested with an out- 


-e schedule that could be the toughest 
in Division IIL, 

Defense will have to lead the way, with 
strong safety Dillon Maney and linebacker Nick 
Haffele more than capable of being the leaders. 
Plenty of skilled players are back on offense, but 
replacing four linemen will be crucial. 

Bridgewater was within a field goal of 
's cham- 


knocking off Mount Union in last 


pionship game. The Eagles were making only 


their second playoff appearance. They have seven 


starters back on offense and six on defe 


ys will be finding repla 


cemen 
and running back. Those duties will 


likely be handed over to Robbi 
terback and Mich 
fackle Michael Day will anchor the line, which 


s at qu 


1 Kelley ac running ba 


has three other starters back. On defense, key 


players will be linebacker Jermaine Taylor, nose 


tackle Jason Frizzelle and end Ryan Bailey. 


Trinity (Texas) has been a solid program in 


recent years—the Tigers feature the fourth-best 
record in Division III since 1996—and should 
be again this year, if the quarterback position is 
settled. Running back Jeremy Boyce is back after 
son Hunt, 
Jetheme Urban and Jacob Respondek all had big 


rushing for 1,176 yards, and receive 


DEFENSE _ 


Scott Wilson, serio, Kings 
DL —Jeremy Hood jr, t. Johns 
—Matt Campbell 
—Tim Wiliams seni, Augustana 
LB Ron Swearingin, 
\8—Cameron McCambridge. sero 
(8 Casey Urlacher 


og, Mou 


io Cap 


P—Scott Verhalen, junior East Tras Baptist 
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numbers last year, Linemen David Southerland 
and Jarrod Smith lead the defensive unit. 

‘Afeer losing in the national quarterfinals last 
year, Pacific Lutheran looks to return as a top 
contender. But there are some losses to overcome, 
with five starters gone on both sides. Quarterback 
‘Tyler Teeple will lead the offense after throwing for 
19 scores last year. His chief target, wide receiver 
Kyle Brown, and running back Aaron Binger are 
also back, The top returnees on defense are line- 
backer Joey Mertlich and lineman John Bailey. 

Lycoming, a fixture in the NCAA playoffs, 
gor left at home last year despite an 8-1 season 
and a No. 10 national ranking. Lycoming has 27 
consecutive winning seasons and, if sophomore 
quarterback Phil Mann develops quickly, the 
selection committee might not be able to look the 
other way this season. Five quality players are 
back on offense, led by offensive linemen Matt 
Mendola, Jay Seagreaves and Dickie Houk. The 
defense has seven starters back, including defen- 
sive back Jake Davis and lineman Chris Roantree. 

‘Western Connecticut has 14 starters back 
and expectations are high with quarterback Mike 
Scipione and tailback Dwayne Reid listed 
among seven returning offensive starters. On 
defense, linebackers Matt Nartowicz and Sam 
Nyatome are back along with ends Nick Frayler 
and Damion Robinson. 

Ifa capable leader is found at quarterback, 
look for big things from Montclair State this 
year, The Red Hawks have been to the playoffs 
three straight seasons and have 15 starters back. 
Offensive linemen Al Cappello and Steve 
Ferentinos will be counted on heavily. Receiver 
Eric Magrini (71 catches for 1,178 yards) is also 
back. Eight starters are back on defense, led by 
linebacker Keith Migliorino. 

Western Maryland also has a question to 
answer at quarterback if it is to challenge again. 
‘The defense will be superb and should take the 
heat off the player who emerges as the starter, 
John Luster or Orion Canine. Linebackers Matt 
Wilchinski and Omar Philip give the Green 
‘Terror solid players to build around. 

Hardin-Simmons plans to get alittle offen- 
sive this season because it’s going to take a potent 
attack for the Cowboys to win their fifth straight 
league title. They were ranked 10th in the nation 
on offense last year, and quarterback Dustin 
Proctor is back after leading the nation in passing 
efficiency with 2,511 yards and 31 TDs. Joe 
Lemberg will be his key receiver and center 
Thomas Anderson will be a leader up front. Six 
starters must be replaced on defense. The good 
news is that the entire secondary returns, 
including Melvin Dudley and Zane Jillson. 


The new king in Wisconsin could be 
Wisconsin-Stout, which is coming off a 6-3 
season. The Blue Devils, who are armed with 
eight defensive and 10 offensive starters return- 
ing, will again rely on their league-leading 
defense. Jamie Spielman passes some hard knocks 
from his linebacker slot, and defensive back Eric 
Moe already owns the school’s interception 
record with 15. On offense, quarterback Nick 
Ohman emerged as the leader last year. He passed 
for nearly 1,000 yards ran for nearly 300 more. 

Westfield State is enjoying a newfound 
surge in football and would like to improve on a 
10-1 season by advancing further in the playoffs. 
‘The Owls ranked first in the country in total 
defense, and eight of the 11 starters from that 
uunie are back, Linebacker Josue Zamora returns 
after a 113-tackle season. He also blocked four 
kicks, Defensive back Ryan Clifford had. six 
interceptions. On offense, Chris Lapointe is back 
afier throwing for 1,528 yards and 15 TDs, as is 
receiver Matt Yvon, who gained 932 receiving 
yards and scored 10 times last year. 

‘Wabash rolled to seven consecutive wins to 
end last season, and 19 starters, including 10 on 
defense, recurn. That should support an offen- 
sive attack that has nine starters back on a unit 
that averaged 463 yards a game. Tight end Ryan 
Short (73 catches for 901 yards) is a weapon. 
Quarterback Jake Knott is back after tossing 34 
TD passes. Jamie Bopp is a solid performer on 
the offensive line, 

King’s College (Pennsylvania) has all 11 
starters back on defense. The bad news is the 
unie will have to dominate while the offense 
searches for new leaders. Gone are key players at 
quarterback, fullback, tight end and on the line, 
But the defense has enough talent to lead the 
way, End Steve Wilson had 19.5 sacks last year, 
while lineman Rubin Doster and safety Sean 
Frasier have big-play ability. 

Linfield has enjoyed winning records for 47 
straight seasons, and that shouldn't be in ques- 
tion this season as 18 starters return from a 7-2 
squad. Nine players are back who were either 
first- or second-team all-conference selections. 
‘The Wildcat offense will turn to quarterback Tyler 
Matthews and the running tandem of Marty 
Williams and David Russell. On defense, Ray 
Lyons and Ricky Gaspar lead the way. 

Getting to the playoffs is usually a guaran- 
tee for Central College (fowa), but graduation 
has taken 13 starters. The Dutch have never fin- 
ished below second in their conference and lead 
the division with 16 playoff appearances. All four 
offensive starters back are linemen, and ‘Tyler 


Baethke could be solid at tailback. On defense, 


tackle Mike Merema is a key force, as are line- 
backers Brady Boese and Austin Bonnema. 

Mary Hardin-Baylor continues to make 
noise in the South, and has 15 starters back from 
an 8-2 team. The Crusaders’ defense against the 
run was best in the country last year and should 
be strong again. ‘Trina Lusk contributed 57 
tackles from the secondary and cornerback 
Lorenzo. Morgan had four interceptions. 
Offensively, quarterback Cody Fredenburg can 
hurt you running and throwing, 

John Carroll will go as far as quarterback 
‘Tom Arth can carry it. The Blue Streaks have 
posted 7-3 records over the last four years, but 
Arth could help them take ic a step further. 
Tailback Ryan DeGeorge ran for more than 1,500 
all-purpose yards last season. The top receivers, led 
by Jeff Lerner, are also back. On defense, line- 
backer Brian Brooke, cornerback Greg Dochod 
and end Joe Indriolo lead the way. 


Best of the rest 


Defense will be a trademark at Ilinois 
Wesleyan as it challenges Augustana for the 
College Conference of Illinois and Wisconsin 
title, Defensive back Kevin Kaplan and linebacker 
Mike Clark will lead the unit. Wisconsin-Eau 
Claire went 8-2 last year and has nine defensive 
starters back, led by linebacker Brad Gawronski 
and end Austin Crow. The offensive line is huge. 
Wilkes is expected ro rebound from a 4-6 season 
with 17 returning starters, including running 
back Brett Trichilo (1,222 yards) and linebacker 
Mike DaRe (12 tackles for loss). If a consistent 
quarterback is found, Ohio Wesleyan could be a 
challenger. The Bishops, with 14 starters recurn- 
ing, have a big-time lineman in center Jeff 
Hollway. Bethel is coming off a 9-2 season but 
must replace seven starters on defense, There is 
plenty of ability with fullback Mike Johnson, 
quarterback Scott Kirchoff and linebacker Jon 
Foss back. 

Wheaton could be a surprise with an 
offense that has many options, including nine 
returning starters and plenty of depth. The ques- 
tion is whether the Thunder can fill holes around 
three returning linebackers. Albion could be the 
top contender from Michigan. A key weapon is 
placekicker Andy Cline. Nine returning defen- 
sive starters will help Bethany in its bid ro make 
the playoffs. Millikin has rebuilding work 
ahead, as 12 starters must be replaced, but the 
Big Blue has talent on offense. Another 
Wisconsin team with big-time potential is 
Wisconsin-Platteville. Quarterback Tom Stetzer 
and receivers Greg Siebers and Matt Kent set 
several school records last year rT] 
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STREET & SMITHS 2002 


HAIGH SCHOOL 
ALL-AMERICA TEAM 


Record-breaking QBs Ghris Leak and Drew Tate lead an elite group. 


ecord:-setting passers, runners and receivers 
headline the 21st annual Siveet & Smith’ 
High School All-America Team. 


‘Topping the 50-member preseason honor 


roll are quarterbacks Chris Leak of Charlotte, 
North Carolina, and Drew Tate of Baytown, 
‘Texas, plus running back Demetris Summers 
of Lexington, South Carolina, and a prolific 
cast of wide receivers from four states. 

‘Tate is the only one of the 50 honorees to 
give a verbal college scholarship commitment 
during his junior school year. The Lee High 
School signal-caller said yes to Texas A&M. 

Overall, 26 of the honorees hail from four 
of the leading football ralent-producing 
states—California, Texas, Florida and Ohio— 


with 23 states represented on the elite listing. 
While most of the selections competed for 


successful teams last fall, 10 of the choices 


helped squads caprure 


¢ championships. 
Here's a position-by-position capsule sum- 
mary of Street & Smiths Top 50 selections: 


QUARTERBACKS 


Leak, the highest-rated signal-caller, enters 
his fourth season as a starter at Independence 
High, which will be secking a third straight 
Class 4A state title, At the same time, the 
national Sophomore and Junior of the Year 
honoree by Student Sports Magazine could 
better two national career records for passing 
yards (14,457) and touchdown passes (170). 
In three years at the Patriots’ helm, Leak has 
completed 682 of 1,154 passes for 10,452 
yards and 121 TDs. Last season, his remark- 


able numbers included 4,541 yards and 57 
scoring strike 


In Texas, Tate is rewriting the record books 


with his prolific aerial attack, Last season, he 
earned first-team all-state honors while com- 
pleting 317 of 496 passes for 3,916 yards and 


44TDs with only five interceptions. His career 
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‘by Doug Huff, Student Sports Magazine 


statistics include 664 of 1,105 passes for 
8,562 yards. 

California is always home to touted, highly 
recruited quarterbacks, The latest stars are Kyle 
Wright of Monte Vista High in Danville and 
‘Tommy Grady of Edison High in Huntington 
Beach. Last season, Wright connected on 183 
of 302 passes for 3,015 yards and 26 TDs. The 
accurate Grady had only three interceptions 
while passing for 2,791 yards and 33 TDs. 
Another West Coast QB attracting college 
attention is three-sport standout Johnny 
DuRocher of Bethel High in Spanaway, 
Washington. He passed for 2,299 yards as a 


Chris Leak, 
Charlotte (NC) 
Independence be I 


junior and 4,200 yards and 43 TDs the last 
two seasons. 

Louisiana has produced several notable 
quarterbacks and the latest touted senior is 
Robert Lane of Neville High in Monroe. A 
threat both in the air and on the ground, he 
passed for 29 TDs and 2,542 yards last season 
and also rushed for 12 scores and 681 yards. 

Ohio is home to Todd Boeckman, a three- 
sport star at tiny St. Henry High. The four- 
year starting QB has amassed 5,606 passing 
yards and 49 TDs. 


RUNNING BACKS 


Summers has already broken the South 
Carolina career record for touchdowns, and 
has a season remaining. A two-time all-starer, 
he has scored 105 TDs and rushed for 6,500 
yards in his prep career. Last season, he scored 
39 TDs while rushing for 2,328 yards. 

The top running back on the West Coast 
is Reggie Bush of Helix High in La Mesa, 
California. A track sprinter with 21.1 speed 
for 200 meters, Bush led his team to a state 
Division II poll title while rushing for more 
than 2,100 yards, 

College scouts know the way to two Florida 
towns—Pompano Beach and Melbourne. 
‘That's where Tyrone Moss of Ely High and Joe 
Cohen of Palm Bay High, respectively, play 
football. Moss has more than 4,000 rushing 
yards the last two seasons, including 2,223 
last season while scoring 34 TDs, Cohen, a 
three-sport performer, is a blocking fullback 
who doubles as a linebacker/end on defense. 

In Colorado, fans know the name Lendale 
White. As a sophomore at Denver South 
High, he led the state in rushing. Last season, 
he helped Charfield High of Littleton to a 
14-0 record and its first-ever state title, He 
has 6,223 career rushing yards. 

Darrell Blackman returns to the bi 


ackfield 
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QUARTERBACKS HIGH SCHOOL HOMETOWN 


HT WT 
65 = 20 


Todd Boeckman St Henry St Henry OH 

Johnny DuRocher 64 205 Bethel ‘Spanaway, WA 
Tommy Grady 66 195 Edison Huntington Beach, CA 
Robert Lane 63 25 Neville Monroe, LA 

Chris Leak 61 20 Independence Charlotte, NC 

Drew Tate 60 180 Lee Baytown, 1X 

Aye Weight 63 190 MonteVista Danville, A 

Darrell Blackman 61 195 Williamsport Williamsport, PA 
Reggie Bush 5-10 185 Helix LaMesa,(A 

Joe Cohen 62 25 Palm Bay Melbourne, FL 

Tyrone Moss 5-10 185 fy Pompano Beach, FL overt Law Mopron (A) Neca 
Demetis Summers 61 005 Lexington Lexington, SC 
Lendale White 62 210 Chatfield Littleton, CO 
UTILITY PLAYERS: WT HIGH SCHOOL HOMETOWN 

Michael Bush 63 20 Make Louisville KY 

Robert Meachem 63 200. Washington Tulsa, OK 

Syvelle Newton 62 210 Marlboro County Bennetsvile SC 
WIDE RECEIVERS HT Wr HIGH SCHOOL HOMETOWN 

Andre Caldwell 7 Jefferson Tampa,FL 

Chad Jackson 62 205 Hoover Hoover, AL 

Whitney Lewis 62 190 —_‘St.Bonaventure Ventura, CA 

Bret Smith 62 70 Warren Warren, AR 

Steve Smith 1 1S Woodland Hills, CA 
TIGHT ENDS WT HIGH SCHOOL HOMETOWN. 

Jason Goodman 64 US Russell Great Falls, MT 

Louis hizary 65 BO Ursuline Youngstown, OH 
KICKER HT WT HIGH SCHOOL HOMETOWN 

Kody Biss 5-11 180 Brentwood Academy ———_Brentwood.TN 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HT WT HIGH SCHOOL HOMETOWN: 

Jorrie Adams 66 270 ——_sdasper Jasper, 1X 

Tipp Caroll 65 285 Myers Park Charlotte, NC 
Donovan Davis 67 35 Gallaway Jackson, MS 

Joel Holler 6-6 30 McCaskey Lancaster, PA 

Mike Jones 65 285 Richards ak Lawn, IL 

Aubrey McPhadden 67 310——_dackson Jacksonville, FL 

fa Mohetau 64 = 10 Trinity Euless, 1 

Brodie Overstreet 66 280 Boyle County Danville, KY 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN WT HIGH SCHOOL a Py ee ‘4 
Kyle Caldvell 250 ‘Saguaro Scottsdale, AZ — 
Shawn rable Bo Washington Massillon, OH pee ee | 
Cedric Els 265 Chino Chino, CA 

Lawrence Jackson 260 Inglewood Inglewood, A Xavier Adibi, Hampton (VA) Phoebus 
Steven Jones 280 Brentwood Brentwood, TN 

Matt Malele 280 Garson Carson,(A 

Greg Olsen BS Wayne ils Wayne, NJ 

Tim Washington Bd ules Fort Bend, 1X 

Aaron Whittington ns Hazelwood East St.Louis, MO 
LINEBACKERS HT WT HIGH SCHOOL HOMETOWN 

Xavier Adi 64 BS Phoebus Hampton, VA 
Tavares Gooden 62 210 St.Thomas Aquinas Fe Lauderdale, FL 
Erie Sims 62 BS NF Christian Tallahassee FL 

Tala Thompson 64 25 Garland Garland, TX 

Lamar Woodley 62 40 Saginaw Saginaw, Ml 
DEFENSIVE BACKS HT Wr HIGH SCHOOL HOMETOWN. 
Dominique Brooks 62 190 North Mesquite Mesquite,TX 

Prescott Burgess 64 20 Harding ‘Warren, OH 

Tony Cade 60 195 Lewisville Lewis, 

Donte Whitner 5-10 7S Glenville Cleveland, OH 


Lamarr Woodley, Saginaw (Ml) 
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at Williamsport, Pennsylvania, where he earned 
all-state honors as a junior while scoring 32 
TDs and averaging 11.4 yards a carry in rack- 
ing up 2,547 yards. 


UTILITY PLAYERS 


Michael Bush is one of the nation's most 
versatile football and basketball athletes and 
has earned all-state and All-America recogni- 
tion in both sports at Male High in 
Louisville, Kentucky. Playing wide receiver, 
defensive back, quarterback and running 
back last season, he caught 64 passes for 
1,090 yards and 15 TDs, rushed for 600 
yards and nine TDs and completed 21 of 43 
passes for 398 yards, 

Robert Meachem was one of the nation’s 
most exciting players last season at Booker T. 
Washington High in Tulsa, Oklahoma. He 
returned kicks for six touchdowns and 744 
yards and scored 15 TDs by receiving or rush- 
ing as a two-way back. He also played a big role 
in his team going unbeaten and winning a state 
basketball title. 

Syvelle Newton led Marlboro County of 
Bennettsville, South Carolina, to a 15-0 record 
and a state title last season by accounting for 
47 TDs and more than 3,600 yards of total 
offense. The quarterback rushed for 1,923 
yards and 24 TDs and passed for 1,700 yards 
and 23 scores, 


WIDE RECEIVERS 

In Warren, Arkansas, the talk of the town 
is foorball/basketball star Bret Smith. Last sea- 
son, he led a 15-0 team to the state Class 3A 
title while catching 102 passes for 1,899 yards 
and 23 TDs, 

Chad Jackson of Hoover, Alabama, helped 
his team into two straight Class 6A title games, 
winning a championship as a sophomore and 
finishing 14-1 last season, He caught 69 passes 
for 1,405 yards and 17 TDs as a junior, 

Andre Caldwell is a three-sport standout at 
Jefferson High in Tampa, In football last sea- 
son, he caught 52 passes for 1,162 yards and 
16 scores, 

California is home to two of the best wide- 
outs in two-sport stars Steve Smith of Taft 
High in Woodland Hills and Whitney Lewis 
of St. Bonaventure High of Ventura. Smith, 
the state Junior of the Year, landed more than 
90 passes for the second straight season with 93 
catches for 1,520 yards and 14 scores. He also 
intercepted 12 passes on defense, Lewis helped 
his team to a 14-0 record and a 42-game win 
streak by catching 47 passes for 901 yards and 
14 TDs. He also rushed for seven scores and 
returned three kicks for scores. 
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TIGHT ENDS 


Montana and Ohio are home to two of the 
most touted tight ends. Jason Goodman helped 
C. M. Russell High of Great Falls, Montana, to 
a 13-0 record and state crown by landing 37 
passes for 509 yards and six TDs. He was also 
a standout linebacker and punter, Louis Irizarry 
will be in his fourth year asa regular at Ursuline 
High in Youngstown, Ohio. Last season, he 
caught 31 passes for 558 yards and seven TDs. 
Both are also basketball standouts, 


KICKER 


Kody Bliss is a two-way kicking threat for 
Brentwood Academy in Brentwood, Tennessee. 
His 52-yard punting average earned him all-stare 
honors, but he was also his team’s long-distance 
kicking threat, booting a 61-yard field goal. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 

The eight honorees are between 6-foot-4 and 
6-foot-7 in height and 270 and 330 pounds. 
Texas is the only state with two selections 
among offensive linemen, with top recruits 
Ofa Mohetau of Trinity High in Euless and 
Jorrie Adams of Jasper. 

Joel Holler earned all-state honors at 
McCaskey High in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, 
after the three-spore athlete recorded 48 pan- 
cake blocks and allowed no sacks as a junior. 
Donovan Davis of Callaway High in Jackson, 
Mississippi, another all-state selection, and was 
charted with 57 pancake blocks last season, 

Brodie Overstreet is a two-way standout 
for Boyle County High in Danville, Kentucky, 
which extended its win streak to 45 games with 
15-0 record and Class 3A state title last season, 

The top blockers in Florida, North Carolina 
and Illinois, respectively, could be Aubrey 
McPhadden of Jackson High in Jacksonville, 
‘Tripp Carroll of Myers Park High in Charlotte 
and Mike Jones of Richards High in Oak Lawn, 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 


‘The top prospects in Arizona, Missouri, 
New Jersey and Tennessee earned their spurs 
on the D-line. Kyle Caldwell received all-state 
recognition for Saguaro High in Scottsdale, 
Arizona, as a down lineman, All-star honors were 
accorded defensive ends Aaron Whittington 
of Hazelwood East High in St. Louis and 
Greg Olsen of Wayne Hills High in Wayne, 
New Jersey. Olsen was charted with 89 tackles 
and 12 sacks and also excelled at tight end with 
22 catches for 488 yards and nine TDs. Steven 
Jones of Brentwood, Tennessee, is being courted 
by numerous colleges. 

Famed Washington High of Massillon, 
Ohio, is where defensive end/outside line- 


backer Shawn Crable is attracting attention as 
a three-sport athlete. Last season, he was cred- 
ited with 73 tackles and 31 assists plus 19 
tackles for loss and six sacks. Another highly 
recruited defensive end is Tim Washington of 
Dulles High in Fort Bend, Texas. 

California has three blue-chip defenders in 
Lawrence Jackson of Inglewood, Cedric Ellis 
of Chino and Matt Malele of Carson. Jackson 
recorded 20 sacks as a junior, 


LINEBAGKERS 

Some talent scouts believe Ernie Sims III 
of North Florida Christian in Tallahassee is 
the nation’s top overall player. A linebacker/ 
fullback, he has played for the tiny private 
school since the eighth grade and helped his 
team to four straight state Class A crowns, 
Last season, he was in on 183 tackles with 10 
sacks and also rushed 83 times for 700 yards 
and 17 TDs. 

Another prime-time Sunshine State defender 
is outside linebacker Tavares Gooden of St. 
‘Thomas Aquinas High in Fort Lauderdale, one 
of the nation’s top all-around prep athletic 
programs. Gooden had 89 tackles with 13.5 
sacks as a junior, and is a state discus champion 
in track, 

‘The top overall prospects in Virginia and 
Michigan are defenders, Xavier Adibi_ helped 
Phoebus High of Hampton, Virginia, to a 13-1 
record and state title last season as a two-way 
standout. As a rush end/outside linebacker, he 
was in on 104 tackles and caused havoc with 
19 sacks and seven forced fumbles, He also 
scored 25 TDs and rushed for 926 yards out of 
the backfield. Lamarr Woodley led Saginaw 
(Michigan) High last season with 112 tackles, 
12 sacks and four fumble recoveries. 

Recruiters in Texas know abouc TaTa 
‘Thompson of Garland, He recorded 60 tackles, 
including eight for losses, and three sacks as 
a junior, 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 


Ohio and Texas are home to four of the 
top secondary players in the land. 

Donte Whitner of Glenville High in 
Cleveland is a three-sport performer who 
opened eyes in summer camp workouts. As a 
junior, he charted 87 tackles, 19 passes broken 
up and three interceptions. Another Ohio 
stalwart is strong safety Prescott Burgess of 
Harding High in Warten, He was in on 88 
tackles as a junior. 

Texans ‘Tony Cade of Lewisville and 
Dominique Brooks of North Mesquite earned 
all-star honors as juniors and have been stand- 
outs the last two years. 
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QUARTERBACKS ae 


Michael Affleck Timpview 
‘Adam Barman ‘West Platte 
James Battle Ryan 

Brad Bower Central 

Alex Brink Sheldon 

Pat Carter Lakewood 
Philip Daugherty Bridgeport 
Dennis Dixon San Leandro 
Ty Donovan Arrowhead 
Matt Engle ElSequndo 
Rob Felicetta Bellport 

John Ferguson Reynoldsburg 
Matt Flynn Lee 

Brian Foreman Skyline 

Jon Fulton George Washington 
Gasey Gillen Indian Creek 
Don Gronkowski North 

Ryan Gunderson Central Catholic 
Bruce Hall Milton 

Martin Hankins Hattiesburg 
Patrick Jackson ‘st Presbyterian 
Frank Jankowski Berwick 

Sam Kellar ‘San Ramon Valley 
Benji Kennedy Mortis 
Landon Leach Russellville 
Brad Leaf Russell 

Chris Lee Lincoln 

J.C lewis tas Lomas 
Mike Loree Delbarton 
Ben Mauk Kenton 

Kevin McCabe Pine-Richland 
Ricky Joe Meeks Mt.Vernon 
Justin Midget Charlotte 
Blake Mitchell LaGrange 
Steven Moffett Winter Park 
Brian Nooy Pendleton 
Lance Parker Bryant 

John Phillips University 
Brady Quinn Coffman 
Clayton Richard ‘McCutcheon 
Brad Roach Williamston 
Jamarcus Russell Williamson 
Ricky Santos Bellingham 
Dave Shinskie ‘Mount Carmel 
Paul Smith Owasso 
‘Marcus Stone Bishop McDevitt 
Dustin Wade Parkview 
DeJuan Warren Southfield 
Drew Williamson Cummings 
‘Andre Woodson North Hardin 
‘Tom Zbikowski Buffalo Grove 
RUNNING BACKS 

‘Alan Abrams ‘Apopka 
‘Andrew Alexander Lawton 
‘Micah Andrews G.Atlanta Christian 
‘Akeem Anthony Lakes 

Henry Atkinson Glen Mills 
Lance Ball Teaneck 

Todd Basler Elma 

Jean Bradshaw Rutherford 
Alley Broussard Acadiana 
Brandon Brown Galax 
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OTHER PREP SENIORS TO WATCH 


Orem, UT 
‘Weston, MO 
Denton, TX 
Hinsdale, IL 
Eugene, OR 

St Petersburg, FL 
Bridgeport, TX 
San Leandro, CA 
Hartland, WI 
ElSegundo, A 
Brookhaven, NY 
Reynoldsburg, OH 
TylenTX 
Issaquah, WA 
Danville, GA 
Trafalgar IN 
‘Williamsville, NY 
Portland, OR 
Milton, FL. 
Hattiesburg, MS 
‘Macon, GA 
Berwick, PA 
Danwille, CA 
Morris IL 
Russellville, AR 
Great Falls, MT 
Ypsilanti, Ml 
‘Walnut Creek, CA 
Delbarton, NJ 
Kenton, OH 
Gibsonia, PA 
Mt.Vernon, TX 
Punta Gorda, FL 
LaGrange,GA 
Winter Park, FL. 
Pendleton, OR 
Bryant, AR 
Memphis,TN 
Dubiin, OH 
‘McCutcheon, IN 
Williamston, NC 
‘Mobile, AL 
Bellingham, MA 
‘Mount Carmel, PA 
‘Owasso, 0K 
Harrisburg, PA 
Lilburn, GA 
‘Southfield, MI 
Burlington, NC 
Radcliff, KY 
Buffalo Grove, IL 


Apopka, FL 
Lawton, OK 
Norcross, GA 
Tecoma, WA 
Concorde, PA 
Teaneck, NI 
ia, WA 
Panama Cty, FL 
Lafayette LA 
GalaxVA 


Jed Bines 
Darius Cade 
Andre Callender 
Anton Campbell 
Jehu Caulcick 
Vince Chukwukelo 
Brian Dennison 
Jamie Dower 
Maurice Drew 
Barrington Edwards 
GalGarritano 
Galvin Hall 
Jerome Jackson 
AJJohnson 
Come Johnson 
Shawn Jordan 
Tsmin Knocknem 
Cortez Lacy 

Kenny Lewis 
Brandon Love 
Kreg Lumpkin 
Marcus Mason 
Brandon Murphy 


Tony Wallace 
Chauncey Washington 
Ashton White 
Ron Wiliams 
Alex Woodley 
Marcus Woods 
Albert Young 


DTILITY PLAYERS 


Khalid Abdur-Rahim 
Maurice Alexander 
Adam Bednark 
Elijah Blower 
Ronnie Borquin 
Raymond Brooks 
Philip Brown 
Dovian Bryant 
Jordan Carey 

Tim Gstlle 
Desmond Chambers 
Abert Chester 
Antonio Cromartie 
Quintin Daniels 
Vernon Davis 

Jake Dugger 


Parkland ‘Winston-Salem, NC 
Chandler Chandler, AZ 
Seton Orange Prep West Orange, NI 
Ft.Zumwalt West Ofallon, MO 
Cymer Clymer, NY 
Coppell Coppell TX 
‘Mandarin Jacksonville, FL 
Washington ‘Washington, MO 
Dela Salle Concord, CA 
Bowie Bowie, MD 
Webster ‘Wenster. NY 
Aquinas Rochester, NY 
Saginaw Saginaw, Ml 
Bolingbrook Bolingbrook, IL 
Desert Pines LasVegas,NV 
Riverside Ei Paso,TX 
Catholic Baton Rouge, LA 
George Washington Charleston, WV 
George Washington Danville, VA 
Hillside Durham, NC 
Stephenson Stone Mountain,GA 
Georgetown Prep Rockville, MD 
Strongsville Strongsville, OH 
Horace Greeley Chappaqua, NY 
Mt.Garmel Chicago, tL 
Wilcox Central Gmmden, AL 
Taylor Pierson, FL 
‘Mater Dei Santa Ana,CA 
Bergen Catholic Oradell, N) 
Parkland Orefield, PA 
Rickards Tallahassee, FL 
Georgetown Georgetown, SC 
Brownwood Brownwood,TX 
Tolleson Tolleson, AZ 
Thornton Fractional S, S.Lansing IL 
LaGrange LaGrange, GA 
Blue Springs Blue Springs, MO 
Buford Buford, GA 
Myrtle Beach Myrtle Beach, SC 
South Torrance, CA 
Santa Margarita. Rancho S,Mar,,CA 
American Heritage Delray Beach, FL 
Mesquite Mesquite, TX 
Harrison Farmington Hills, Ml 
‘Moorestown ‘Moorestown, NJ 
Poly Long Beach, CA 
‘Southfield ‘Southfield, MI 
Bethlehem Catholic Bethlehem, PA 
Highland Medina, OH 
South anton, OH 
Williamsport Wiliamsport, PA 
Phoebus Hampton, VA 
Kingsway Swedesboro, 
Gpital Olympia, WA 
Briarwood Christian Birmingham, AL 
Highland Home Highland Home AL 
Episcopal Jacksonville FL 
Lincoln Tallahassee, FL. 
Loyola ‘Los Angeles, CA 
Dunbar Washington, DC 
Millard West. ‘Omaha, NE 


Jo-Lonn Dunbar 
Tach Edwards 
Chris Felder 
Taos Harris 
Cris Hawkins 
Taron Henry 
Jordan Hick! 
Darius Hiley 
Anthony Johnson 
Marcus Johnson 
Shane Lopes 
Keke Luke 

Corey McKeon 
Milan Moses 
Brad Mueller 
Tyson Mullen 
Reggie Nelson 
Hunter Pingston 
Desmond Reed 
Vaughn Rivers 
Geramy Rodamer 
Isaac Redman 
LaRue Rumph 
is Russell 

Bo Ruud 

Gol Seittig 
Devin Steams 
Jimmy Sutton 
Darel Terrell 
Antonio Tibble 
Brooks Tuer 
Jonathan Ward 
Marcus Wells 
‘Ambrose Woodin 
Dane Zaslaw 


Greg Bracey 
Mark Bradford 
Armand Cauthen 
aig Chambers 
Sam Cheatham 
Jesse Clark 

Tyler Fanucchi 
Tyler Gatewood 
Tony Gonzalez 
Kentrll Gransberty 
Vern Hamilton 
Derrick Harper 
‘Anthony Hil 
Jesse Holley 
Lonnie Hurst 
Aaron fey 
Antwan Jackson 
Ruben Jackson 
Jordan Jackson 
Devin Jordan 
Josh Jordan 
Dustin Keller 


Corcoran Syracuse, NY 
Jenks Jenks, OK 
Thomasville Thomasville, AL 
Ghert Owings, MD 
Southern Vance Henderson, NC 
Riverdale ‘Murfreesboro, TN 
Claflin afin, KS 
Glenville ‘Cleveland, OH 
Ozen Beaumont,TX 
Abilene Abilene, TX 
Dos Pueblos Goleta,CA 
Central Phenix City, AL 
Naperville North Naperville IL. 
East Waterloo Waterloo,1A 
Mars Mars,PA 
Wichita County Leoti, KS 
Palm Bay ‘Melbourne, FL. 
Rockledge Rockledge, FL 
Temple City Temple City,CA 
Perry Pittsburgh, PA 
Morgantown Morgantown, WV 
Paulsboro Paulsboro, NJ 
Central Catholic Clearwater, FL 
Hillsboro Hillsboro, TN 
Southeast Lincoln, NE 
Heritage Hills Lincoln City IN 
Serra Gardena,CA 
Boca Raton Boca Raton, DL 
Eureka Eureka, MO 
Thornton Harvey, IL 
Deerfield Beach Deerfield Beach, FL 
Collinwood Collinwood, TN 
Harding St.Paul, MN 
Gilman Baltimore, MD. 
Memorial Edmond, OK 
Warrenville ‘South Warrenville, IL 
Milton Alpharetta, GA 
Centennial Corona,CA 
Notre Dame Chattanooga, TN 
Vincent ‘Milwaukee, WI 
Fremont Los Angeles,CA 
Douglas County Douglasvlle,GA 
Jackson Mill Creek, WA 
San Leandro. ‘San Leandro, CA 
Mt-Spokane Spokane, WA 
Garemont Claremont, CA 
Chapel Hill Tyler 1X 
St.Ignatius Cleveland, OH 
Woodlawn Baton Rouge,LA 
Benedictine Richmond, VA 
Montclair Montclair, NJ 
First Coast Jacksonville, FL 
‘Abraham Clark Roselle, NJ 
Jesuit Detroit, MI 
Putnam City North Oklahoma City, OK 
Tri-Cities East Point, GA 
Edison Stockton, CA 
Bunkie Bunkie, LA 
Washington Massillon, OH 
Chandler Chandler, AZ 
Jefferson te | 
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‘high school hometown 
ainliae Lexington Catholic Lexington, KY. TyHall Anderson Gincnnat,OH | Sheton Bynum Cedar Grove Ellenwood, GA 
Terry Love Proviso ast Maywood. | Ryan Hanis Getin-Dertam Hall St.Paul, MN | Kenyon Buford Riverdale Murfreesboro TN 
Bryan Manning Cummings Burington,NC | Kalani Hoppe Liberty BedfordVA | John Cary Palestine Palestine, TX 
Cedtic Mason Riverdale Riverdale, | Pl.evin Agoura Agourabils,CA | Pete Cavender Elko Elo, NV 
Mike Mason Rocky Mount Rocky Mount,NC | StewartJohnson Dacula Dscula,GA | MarcusColeman Wayzata Wayzata, MN 
Hiram Moore Huntington Huntington, WV} Steven Justice New Smyrna Beach New S.Beach,FL. | Sian Cotton SLNESt Marys Akron, OH 
Dan Paarl Central Napenvl | Ryan Kall Servite Anaheim,CA | Lawrence Dampeer MacArthur Decatur IL 
Jose Perez Oceanside Oceanside,(A | Danny Kaye Esenhower New Brin, WI | Bruce Davis ear Creek League City,TX 
Stephon Robinson Mullen Denver (0 | Forde Kissee Garfield Dale Cit,VA. | Brett Denney Legacy Broomfield CO 
Tisten Ross Evangel Christan Shreveport,LA. | GintLatray ‘len Alen,TX | Jemaine Dias Hackensack Hackensack NI 
JeffSamardja Valparaiso VaparaisoN- | ScottLenahan Harison Kennesaw, | Clifton Dickson Northwestern 
David Smith Union Union,SC_ | Jordy Lipsey Lake Bramley Akamonte pings, | Johnny Dingle Washington Miami FL 
Jayson Swain Grissom Huntsville, AL | Mike Maizl Usuline Youngstown,0H | TerDooltle Opelika Opelika, AL 
Luke Swan Fennimore Fennimore, Wl | Joe Maraine Cambridge Springs Cam Springs, PA | Marcus Draper Banas Bangs,TK 
EarvinTayor Mision Mission,TK. | Devon May Watterson Columbus,0H | Keilen Dykes Chaney Toungstown,O# 
Brandon Tobias Thornton Harvey it | Jared Meade Cota Crest Lebanon,PA | Chistope Elis Bethel Hampton VA 
JamesTownsend Holy Cross Dekan,N) | Zeb McKinzey Parkview Libum,6A. | Felipe Foster Cae Central Athens, GA 
bricWalz Fossil Ridge Kelle,TX | Akim Milington Wheaton North Wheaton,IL_ | Dezmond Gray CassTech Detroit Ml 
Andrew Weatherly Sussex Central Georgetown, DE | Justin Moon Guntervile Guntervile,AL_} Chad Green Norther Nash Rocky Mount, NC 
Dustin Moore Brenham Brenham,TX | Quintin Groves Greenville Greenville, MS 
TIGHT ENDS Derek Morse Estero Estero,FL_| Marcus Hands Laney Wilmington, NC 
Keith Alleger Leesille Leesile,LA. | Richy Mulcahy Jackson MillGeek WA. | John Harel Stephenville Stephenie, TX 
his Bart Tustin Tustin,cA. | Kevin Myers Manual Ais LosAngeles,(A | ChiisHarington -—StFus X Houston TK 
Garett Bushong ———_lonia fonia,Ml| Drew Nystrom Prat Ridge Gystallake,IL | MarcusHarison Mills Little Rok, AR 
John Carson Litefeld Litchfield MN] Marin Donnell South Downers Grove IL} Michael Hearn Geile Cleveland, 0H 
Richard Cook Washington-Wilkes Washington, 6A | Yori Ojo Southeast Raleigh Raleigh,NC} Dave Howell Royal Palm Beach FL 
DJ.Cunningham Hanover Park EastHanoverN) | Will Over Lindale Lindale 1X | Tery Hunter EastWake Wendel NC 
Brandon Davis Riveside-Brookfeld Riverside L| DavidOvermyer Parkview Liburn, 6A. | Chis Huryse Kenmore ast Tonawanda NY 
Brian aires Ben Davis IndinapolsIN-| yan Poles Ganandsigua Ganandaiqua,NY | Jason Jack Humble Humble, TX 
Marcel Fost Brush tyndhurst, 0H | Mike Pollock (Corona del Sol Tempe,AZ | eithJacksoni. McClelland Little Rock, AR 
Ken Grfith Brandon Brandon,MS. | Dan Pribula Strongsville Strongovile,0H | Jamar Kelly Chester Chestes SC 
John Hamlett Jefferson Forest ForestWA | David Price Mandarin Jacksonville FL | Mario Lane Carver Montgomery AL 
Tony ils Esk Aie6TX | Drew Radovich Mision Vigjo Mision Vigo,CA. | Nick Larkin St Xavier Cincinnati OH 
Jared Hosteler Lawrence County Louisa,KY | Matt Reese Centennial Bakersfild,cA | Tlf Liufou St.Louis Honolulu Hl 
Nate Howard Spring Valley Huntington, WV} Dallas Reynolds Timpview Prova,UT | Mike Mace Cay South Bend N 
Chis Malamet Frederick Frederick MD | Steve ser Riverview Saresota,FL | Brandon Maupin Lakota West West Chester, OH 
Josh Mueller Lakeview Columbus,Né_ | Gordie Sammis Immaclata SomenvleN) | Stanley McClover Dillard FLauderdaleFL 
Sam Johnson Bergen Catholic rade, | Roy Scheuning Pendleton Pendeton,0R | Brandon Mebane Crenshaw Los Angeles CA 
Nick Stfanow Wheeing Park Wheeling WV | Ryan Schueler Washington SiouxFall,SD | Sean Merill Diberile Diberille, MS 
Joey Thomas Westlake Austn,TX | Aaron Sears Russlille Russell, AR | Matt Miller Atlee MechanicsvileVA 
Brian Usher North Penn Lansdale,PA | Raymond Serres Humble Humble,TX. | FiliMoala Western Anaheim, CA 
Jerry Sevin John Curtis River Ridge LA. | Charles Myles Harper Chicaga lL 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Sean Shannon ‘Altoona ‘Atoona,PA. | Justin Ostrowski Portage Portage, WI 
Chis Adams Atwater-Cosmos-GC Grove ty,MN_| Jason Speredon Granger Salt Lake Giy,UT | Brett Palmer Marcos de Niza Tempe,AZ 
Will mold Centrevile Academy Centrevile,MS_| John Sulivan Greenwich Greenwich,CT | David Patterson Warrensville Hts, Warrensville ts, OH 
Andrew Bain ty Pompano Beach FL | NoahSutherand ‘Kellam Virgina Beach VA. | Tate Pittman Permian Odessa,TK 
Tach Beebe Mount Lebanon Picsburgh,PA | Bret Tielke Syne IsaquahWA | Eddie Priniis Jefferson Forest Fores, VA 
Natt Biondi Darel Genessa | Joe Thomas Central Brookfek, WI | Lionel Rtchens Bloomfield Bloomfield CT 
Virgil Black Lexington Lexington,NC. | John Tjaden Mason Cty Mason GitylA | ShawnShoemake Van Buren Van Buren, AR 
James Blair Pershing Detit,M | Bobby Todd Whitehaven Mempis;TN | Blake Smith Union Tuls,0k 
Dan Boyd Rockhurst Kansas Gty.MO_ | Josh Tchig Skyview Vancouvec WA | Reggie Smith Shaw E Cleveland, 0H 
Aaron Brant Wahlert Dubuque,tA | Wiliam ab Weren South Rowan hina Grove, NC_| Tim Smith Ypsilanti Ypsilanti Ml 
Jay Brown Hermitage Richmond,VA | SethWashbum Cumberland Valley Mechanicsbura,PA | Brian Soi Timpview: Orem, UT 
Mike Clevenger Waren Central Indianapots,IN | DerickWashington Carter Dalas1X | Sam Sotelo Sunnyside Tucson, AZ 
Brandon Cook Garme- Hayfield Gamerté. | Brian Wiech North Tonawanda N.Tonawanda,KY. | Matt Spanos Corona Corona,Ca 
James Cook Haris County Hamito,GA. | Matt Welsh Centrevile Gifton,vA | Dwight Stephenson. Popelohn Paull Boca Raton FL 
Brian Daniels Mullen Denver (0 | Donnie Woods Jefferson Tampa,FL | fricThomas Columbia Lake City, FL 
ke Deluca Notre Dame Chardon, 0H | Monte Wyrck Teartana Terartana,AR. | Josh Thompson Statesboro Statesboro, GA 
Jeff Dicks Bellewe Belewue WA | lanYates-Conningham Hebron Hebron,TX | Quinton Tumer fast Memphis TN 
Steve Douglas Joket Catholic Joliet | Andy Young Greenville Greemvile,PA | Adam Venegas (lathe North Olathe KS 
fyan Ewing Millard West Omaha, NE Rashaud Walker = Maher Malvern AR 
Pat Fett Huron Ann arbor Mt | DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Kevin Wiliams Sebastian iver Sebastian River, FL 
Robbie Garbay Foothill Palo Cedro,CA | Vitor Abiamin Gilman Baltimore. MD} Maro Wiliams Richlands Richlands, NC 
Dan Gore Prosser Prossez WA. | Mark Abraham Deerfield Beach Deerfield Beach, FL. 
Dallas Gain Taylor Katy,TX. | Conrad Boston StJohnis Washington,0c | LINEBACKERS 
C.Gruber Bishop McDevitt ——-Harisburg,PA | Blake Bonner Lowndes County Valdosta, GA. | Matt Albanese Farmingdale Farmingdale Y 
[seenaeae North Tarrance,CA | Kevin Brown Poly Long Beach, CA. | Easton Ayers Milintock TempesAZ 
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90 JUNIORS TO WATCH 


‘igh school ‘hometown 
John Beason Chaminade-Madonna Hollywood, FL 
Jerome Bennett Southfield Southfield Ml 
H.BBlades Plantation Plantation, FL 
Taj Bomar Kentwood Covington, WA 
Barry Booker ‘Amherst County Amherst VA 
Lance Broadus Taft Woodland HillCA 
Joe Brockington Palmyra Palmyra, PA 
Avery Cleveland 1B) Austin TX 
Gene Coleman Lake Wales Lake Wales, FL 
Jermaine Davis Hackensack Hackensack, NJ 
Will Denniston UMS Wright Mobile AL 
Raymond Edwards Woodward Gincinnai, OH 
Fey Emmanuel Hempstead Hempstead, NY 
Kory Gedin Gonzaga Washington,DC 
Vince Hall Western Branch Chesapeake, VA 
Ayan Henegan Nolan Fort Worth, TX 
Aulington Highsmith Central Miami, FL 
Marc Hull Narbonne Harbor ity, CA 
Brandon Jackson Washington-Marion Lake Charles, LA 
Michael Jamar Butler Huntsville, AL 
Wesley Jefferson Gwynn Park Brandywine, MD 
Emest Jones Southern Vance Henderson, NC 
Joe Kedra Camden Catholic Camden, 
Robert Kilebrew Klein Klein TX 
Mike Klinkenbort Lyon Central Rock Rapids JA 
Bill amb North Hills Pittsburgh, PA 
Jermaine lemons Jefferson Tampa FL 
Ayan Lincoln Joliet Catholic Joliet, 
Gary Lovely Gunderson San Jose, CA 
Claude McBride Woodrow Wilson Camden, Nd 
Erie Moncur aol City Miami, FL 
Derek Moore Southside Fort Smith, AR 
Adar Muzika Uniontown Uniontown, PA 
Chris Nisecak Washington Town. Sewell, NI 
Michael Okwo MiraCosta Manhattan Beach, (A 
Antoine Owens tzell-Harding Antioch, TN 

Alabama 


Justin Britt, LB, Cullman 


Brandon Montgomery OL, lkret Evergreen 


Arizona 


Zach Davis, TE/LB, Tempe Desert Vista 


Arkansas 
Freddie Barnett, DL, Texarkana 


California 
Michael Bumpus, WR, Culver City 
Eugene Germany, LB, Pomona 
Terrell Jackson, RB, Corona Centennial 
Robert Jordan, WR, Tulare 
Dion Morton, Ath, Riverside LW. North 
Matt Parent, LB, Santa Fe Springs St.Paul 


Colorado 
Garrett Bliss, LB, Durango 


Florida 
Landell Bembo, WR, Tallahassee Godby 
Xavier Carter, WR/DB, Melbourne Palm Bay 
Lamar Hughes, WR, Tallahassee No. Fla. Christian 
Xavier Lee, QB, Daytona Beach Seabreeze 
Raymond Neal, RB,Tampa Plant 
Bobby Washington, RB, Miami Killian 


Georgia 
Corey James, 8, Valdosta 


Danny Prentice Oakton 

Mike Proulx Sheldon 

(Chaz Rochards Henderson 
Bruce Ringwood Blue Springs 
Drean Rucker anyon Springs 
Cedric Scott Gpital 

Andy Sturzenbecker Jamestown 
Mitchell Thomas Smith Station 
Gamett Tremblay Palm Desert 
Jason Turner St Francis 
DemarucsWaldrop Pinson Valley 
Brett Warren Centreville 
DesmondWiliams Dacula 

Ammon Wolfley Peoria 

Dane Zastaw Edmond Memorial 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 

Eric Anderson Camelback 
Catton Bailey Jonesboro 
Quinton Bellamy Bourgade 
Tarell Brown North Mesquite 
Marcus Clayton Godby 

Wilie Cooper St.Augustine 
Quinton Culbertson ovine 

Eric Gray West Morgan 
Michael Griffin Bowie 

Leon Hall Vista 

Jacob Hartley lee 

Damon Jenkins Dea Salle 
Lance Johnson Murray-Wright 
Brian Jones Avon Lake 
Dennis Keyes Birmingham 
LaRon Landry Hahnville 

John Lario Covington Catholic 
David Lewis Bethel 

Eric Mayes Humble 


Van Nuys,CA 
Boutte,LA 
Park Hills KY 
Spanaway, WA 
Humble, TX 


ois 
‘Marcus Randle El, Ath., Harvey Thornton 


‘Mark Bonds, RB, Indianapolis Warren Central 


Kentucky 


Clarksdale, MS | 


Trumaine McBride Clarksdale 
yan Mundy Woodland His Pittsburgh, PA 
Maurice Nelson Grestwood Sumpter SC 
Paul Olver Harrison Kennesaw, GA 
Steve Olver Homewood:Flossmoor Homewood, IL 
Quinton Person Noth Pitt Bethel, NC 
Mike Philips Harding Warren, OH 
ALL Porter Kennedy Burien, WA 
Desmond Reed Temple City Temple City, CA 
Mike Ross Chamberain Tampa FL 
Kenny Scott Seabreeze Daytona Beach FL 
Jordan Senn Beaverton Beaverton, OR 
Gifton Smith Edison Fresno,CA 
Charles Timbers Ocean Township Oakhurst, NJ 
EricThatcher Moeller Cincinnati OH 
DeluanTibble North CollegeHll Cincinnati OH 
Demetrius Webb White Jacksonville FL 
Jeremiah Wright Edgewater Orlando, FL 
Ashton Youboty Klein Kein TX 
KIGKERS 

Sergio Aguayo San Jacinto San Jacinto, CA 
Michael Braunstein Gilbert Gilbert,AZ 
Chris Davis Rio Mesa Oxnard,CA 
Mike DeSantis Immaculata Somerville, NI 
John Hedge Palaski County Dublin, VA 
Brock Johnston Burleson Burleson TX 
Jarod Little Benton Benton, AR 
Brian Monroe Gardens Palm Beach, FL. 
Zach Myatt A&M Consolidated College Station TX 
Jay Ottovagio St.Thomas Aquinas Ft. Lauderdale FL 
Geofey Price Heritage Colley 
Clint Stiser McQueen Reno, NV 
Matt Votaw Brea-Olinda Brea,CA 
Scott Webb Union Tulsa, OK 


Trimaine Goddard, Ath., Roanoke 


Tyler Lewis, PK-P Albemarle 


Demario Pressey DL, Greensboro Dutley 


Fred Davis, WR/DB, Toledo Rogers 
Delbert Ferguson, RB, Youngstown Ursuline 


Brian Broehm, 08, Louisville Trinity 


John David Booty, 08, Shreveport Evangel 
Chris Bowers DL Shreveport Evangel 
Luke Sanders, LB, West Monroe 


Missouri 
Tony Temple, RB, Kansas City Rockhurst 


Mississippi 
Terrell Jackson, DB, Puckett 


New Jersey 
Brian Toa, LB/DE, Ramsey Don Bosco 


New Mexico 
Alan Branch, TE/DE, Albuquerque Cibola 


New York 
‘Mike Hart, RB, Onondaga 


North Carolina 
Michael Briggs, LB, Gastonia Ashbrook 


Marcus Freeman, LB, Huber Heights Wayne 
Michael Massy, DE, Cleveland St. natius 
Anthony Turner, 0B, Dayton Chaminade-Julienne 
Ernie Wheelright, WR Columbus Walnut Ridge 


Pennsylvania 
Dan Connor LB, Wallingford Strath Haven 
Anthony Heygood, RB, Springfield Cardinal O'Hara 
Chad Henne, 08, West Lawn Wilson 
Andrew Johnson, RB, Pittsburgh Central Catholic 
Dan Lawlor RB, Mechanicsburg Cumberland Valley 


Tennessee 
ory Booker, RB, Oak Ridge 
Ryan Moore, QB, Chattanooga McCallie School 


Texas 
‘DJ. Davis, DB, Fort Worth Dunbar 
Graham Harrell, 0B, Ennis 
Ryan Johnson, DE, Dallas Carter 
Matterial Richardson, DB, Marlin 


Washington 
Trent Tuiasosopo, LB, Everett Mariner 
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23 PREP TEAMS 10 WATCH 


BLUE RIDGE, LAKESIDE, AZ 


The best small-school program in Arizona 


history continues to reload. Coach Paul Moros 
team has won nine Class 3A state titles, includ- 
ing six of the last eight, and has compiled a 
63-game win streak. Moro’s career record is 
182-26-1. The Yellow Jackets enter the 2002 
season with a 26-game victory run and have cap- 
tured 101 of their last 103 games, losing only 
in two state title games. They have an active 
78-game regular-season streak. 


DE LA SALLE, CONCORD, CA [12-0] 


‘The Spartans extended their all-time record 
win streak to 125 games last season and haye 
won 159 of their last 160 starts. Other active 
streaks include 126 consecutive regular-season 
wins and scoring in 269 strai 


games for the 
team ranked No. 1 nationally the last two years 
by both Student Sports Magazines FAB 50 
and USA Todays Super 25. Key returnees 
include running back Maurice Drew, defensive 


back Damon Jenkins and offensive lineman 
Erik Sandie. 


POLY, LONG BEACH, CA [12-1] 


The Jackrabbits continue to reload after 
graduating one of the deepest alent pools in the 
land. Poly is 66-2-1 the last five seasons and 
remains the team to beat in southern California, 
Key returnees include offensive lineman Kevin 
Brown, defensive lineman Junior Lemau’u and 
junior linebacker Marlin Simmons. 


HELIX, LA MESA, GA [12-1] 

Running back Reggie Bush, a preseason 
Street & Smith’ All-America Top 50 pick, is not 
only one of the top recruited players in the land 
bur one of the fastest track sprinters. Several 
other experienced players return, including 
touted junior linebacker Magnum Mauga. 


ST. BONAVENTURE, VENTURA, CA (14-0) 


Unbeaten the last three seasons, St. 
Bonaventure takes a 42-game win streak into 
the season. Leading the charge is preseason Street 
& Smiths All-America wide receiver Whitney 
Lewis. Junior ewo-way back Terrell Lambert also 
is a standout. 


CHATFIELD, LITTLETON, G0 [14-0) 


The Chargers are coming off the first 
unbeaten season in the state’ largest classifica- 
tion since 1996 and appear poised to repeat as 
Class 5A state champion. Pre-season Street & 
Smiths All-America running back Lendale White 


will be secking his third all-stare honor. Touted 
defensive back Taylor Rivera also returns. 


PALM BAY, MELBOURNE, Fl [12-1] 

‘The Pirates, simply put, are loaded with 
individual ralent this season after bowing 24-21 
in last year’s Class 4A state semifinals to eventual 
champion Tallahassee Lincoln. Preseason Street 
& Smith’: All-America fullback Joe Cohen is not 
the only star. Wide receiver/linebacker Reggie 
Nelson was a state Mr. Football finalist and 
junior wide receiver Xavier Carter is one of the 


fastest sprinters in America. The Pirates are tout- 
ing 12 players as college prospects. 


APOPKA, APOPKA, FL [14-1] 

The Blue Darters are coming off a Class 6A 
state title season and have several key players 
back, including running back Alan Abrams 
and option quarterback Kenard Bradford. Four 
of the top five backs return along with two key 
blockers in a ball-control offense. The defensive 
fronts solid. The secondary is the main concern. 


LINCOLN, TALLAHASSEE, Fl [14-1] 

The Trojans will be seeking their third state 
title in the last four years after winning the 
Class 4A crown last season with several senior 
standouts. However, Lincoln returns two of 
the states top skill-position players in wide 
receiver/defensive back/kick returner Antonio 
Cromartie and wide receiver Ryan Gilliam, 
who will move to quarterback this season. 


PARKVIEW, LILBURN, GA [15-0] 

‘The Panthers arc loaded in a bid to extend a 
30-game win streak and seek a rare third 
consecutive Class 5A state title while eyeing 
Georgia's all-time 44-game victory run. 
With only six senior starters missing, Parkview 
returns a bevy of veterans, including quarter- 
back Dustin Wade, running back Sean Dawkins 
and offensive lineman Zeb McKinzey. Also, 
help is expected from unbeaten junior varsity 
and freshman teams. 


VALDOSTA, VALDOSTA, GA [12-2] 

The Wildcats need only five wins to become 
the first school to reach 800 all-time victories. 
Coming off a state semifinal loss to eventual 
champion Parkview, Valdosta returns seven 
defensive starters and six offensive regulars. 
‘Two-way back Eric Williams and defensive 
tackle John Weatheringron will be third-year 
starters, while junior fullback Corey James is 
the most routed underclassman. 
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ST. LOUIS, HONOLULU, HI (10-1-1] 


‘The Crusaders are poised to return to the 
state title spot after a two-year absence, as sev- 
eral experienced players rerurn from a runner-up 
squad. The ringleaders should be quarterback 
Bobby George and all-state defensive lineman 
Tolifili Liufau. A key contest will be at home 
against defending national champion Concord 
(California) De La Salle, which has a 125-game 
win streak. 


BEN DAVIS, INDIANAPOLIS, IN [15-0] 

‘The Giants return seven offensive and six 
defensive starters plus several experienced 
backups from last season's unbeaten Class 5A 
title squad. Tight end Brian Faites may be the 
most highly recruited senior in a talented 
class. Jon Polston takes over the quarterback 
reins from All-America James Banks. 


BOYLE COUNTY, DANVILLE, KY [15-0] 


‘The Rebels enter the season with a 45-game 
win streak and seven starters returning on both 
sides of the ball. The three-time defending 
Class 3A state champs open the season against 
defending Double-A king Bardstown. Key sen- 
iors include preseason Street c Smith’ tackle 
Brodie Overstreet, plus linebacker Michael Paul 
Webb and twins Jacob and Adam Tamme. 


EVANGEL CHRISTIAN, SHREVEPORT, LA [14-1] 


The Eagles could challenge for a national 
poll ritle this season with five offensive and 
seven defensive starters returning from a team 
that won its seventh state title in as many finals 
since 1993. Quarterback John David Booty 
earned national Sophomore Player-of-the-Year 
honors from Student Sports Magazine after pass- 
ing for 3,991 yards and 46 TDs. Two other 
juniors will be starting for the third straight 
year—defensive lineman Chris Bowers and 
running back/linebacker Jacob Hester. 


DEMATHA, HYATTSVILLE, MD [11-0] 

The Stags should reload for another national- 
ranking bid with several talented, experi- 
enced players returning from the state’s top- 
ranked team. Included are quarterback Ryan 
Mirch, fullback/linebacker Corey Sobel, 
linebacker Omar Hashish and wide receiver 
Josh Wilson. 


BERGEN CATHOLIC, ORADELL, NJ (10-2) 
One of New Jersey's perennial contenders 

appears fortified to make a run for No. 1 this 

season with several experienced players on hand. 
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The most highly recruited senior could be tight 
end Sam Johnson, a 6-foot-3, 240-pound three- 
year veteran. 


INDEPENDENGE, CHARLOTTE, NE (16-0) 


The Patriots will take a 30-game win streak 
into next season and bid for a rare third straight 
Class 4A state crown in North Carolina, Leading 
the charge is preseason Street & Smith’ All- 
America quarterback Chris Leak, who passed for 
4,521 yards and 57 TDs as a junior, Leak was 
cited as the National Junior and Sophomore of 


the Year by Student Sports Magazine the past 
two seasons. Other key performers on hand 
include offensive lineman Scott Shuford and 
linebacker Jeff Romanelli. 


ST. IGNATIUS, CLEVELAND, OH [11-4] 


The Wildcats recovered last year from a 
midseason slump and captured a state-record 
ninth Division I state crown in the last 14 s 


sons. Reloading this fall, the Wildcats retain 


wide receiver/defensive back Tony Gonzale: 
the first Ohio State recruit for 2003. Also back 
is the offensive line’s anchor, Kevin Sheridan. 


UNION, TULSA, OK [11-1] 

‘The Redskins appear poised to contend for 
the Class GA state brass ring that has been held 
the last six seasons by Jenks. Thirty-two letter- 
men return, including 18 who started at some 
time last season. Key veterans on hand include 
running back Spencer Melllwain, defensive 
linemen Jarod Naylor and Blake Smith, and 
placekicker Score Webb, 


JEMKS, JENKS, OK [13-0] 


‘The Trojans take a 38-game win streak— 
and a record six straight Class 6A state champi- 
onships—into the season, and will contend 
with a rebuile defensive unit, Key returnees 
include two-way lineman ‘Ted Crump, wide 
receiver/defensive back Zach Edwards, two-way 
back Aaron Brewer, quarterback Keith Jones 
and two-way lineman Jame Drury, 


GENTRAL DAUPHIN, HARRISBURG, PA [9-2] 


Nineteen starters return as this central 
Pennsylvania team makes a bid for a Class 4A 
state crown. Quarterback Mike Probst is back 
to run the offense, with running back/wide 


receiver Ardon Bransford a potent weapo! 


RIVERDALE, MURFREESBORO, TH [15-0) 


The Warriors will be seeking their fourth 
Class 5A state title since 1994 with a bevy of 
experienced talent returning, Included are all- 
state wide receiver/defensive back/kick returner 
‘Taron Henry, massive offensive lineman Kenya 
Buford and quarterback Stephen Britton. 


GELINA, CELINA, TM [16-0] 


‘The Bobcats enter the season with the 
nation’s second-longest win streak (a state-tecord 
57 in a row) and have won the last four Class 
‘AA state crowns and five of the last seven. 


PHOEBUS, HAMPTON, VA [13-1] 


Phoebus returns several key players from 
last season's Division 5 state championship team, 
including preseason Street & Smith’ All-America 
Xavier Adibi, who plays defensive end, outside 


linebacker and fullback, Other touted players 
on hand include defensive backs Dorian Parker 
and Philip Brown. Both also play wide receiver 
on offense, . 


TOP 100 COLLEGE FRESHMEN 


hometown college 
QUARTERI 
James Banks Indianapolis, IN Tennessee 
Trent Edwards Los Gatos,CA Stanford 
Gavin Dickey Tallahassee, FL Florida 
‘Matt Gutierrez Concord, CA Michigan 
Anthony Martinez Ashland, VA Virginia 
Reggie McNeal Lufkin, TX Texas A&M 
‘Matt Moore Newhall, CA UCLA 
Ben Olson Thousand Oaks,CA Brigham Young 
Drew Olson Piedmont, CA UCLA 
‘Tyler Palko Imperial, PA Pittsburgh 
Troy Smith Cleveland, OH Ohio State 
Isaiah Stanback Seattle, WA Washington 
Drew Stanton Farmington Hil Ml Michigan St, 
Marcus Vick Newport News, VA Virginia Tech 
Vincent Young, Houston,TX Texas 
Justin Zwick Massillon, OH Ohio State 
RUNNING BACKS/DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Jason Allen ‘Muscle Shoals, AL Tennessee 
Darnell Bing Long Beach,CA USC 
Lorenzo Booker Ventura, CA Florida State 
Jason Carter Jenks, OK Oklahoma 
Maurice Clarett Warren, OH Ohio State 
AJ.Davis Durham, NC NC State 
Herschel Dennis Long Beach, CA USC 
iatrick Fason Neptune Beach, FL. Florida 
Jeff Francoeur Lilburn, GA Clemson 
Devin Hester Riviera Beach, FL Miami 
Michael Johnson Newport News, VA Virginia 
Edorian McCullough Garland, 1X Texas 
T.A.McLendon Albemarle, NC NC State 
Eric McNeal Gardena, CA UCLA 
Robert Merrill San Antonio,TX Tu 
‘Aaron Miller Fresno, CA Oklahoma: 
Mike Nixon Phoenix, AZ UCLA 
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Jevius Norwood Brandon, MS Miss.State | Brandon Jefferies Shelby. NC Tennessee 
David Richard St.Louis, MO Michigan St. | Winston Justice Long Beach,CA usc 
Gerald Rigg Chattanooga, N Tennessee ) Derek Landi ConcordCA Notre Dame 
NickTumer Atlanta, GA MissState | Fed Mantua Wilmington, cA usc 
Vick! Vaughn Plano TX Arkansas | Marco Martin Mesquite TX Tevas 
Justin Vincent Lake Charles, LA LSU | Derek Mortis Huntersville, NC Ohio State 
E.J.Underwood Hamilton, OH Oo State | Hat Ngata Salt ake City, UT Oregon 
Terrell Walden Miami, FL Miami} Quinn Pitcock Piqua, OH Ohio State 
Leon Washington Jackson, TX Florida State | Nathan Rhodes Bakesfild,CA Washington 
Pat Watkins Tallahassee, FL Florida state | ya KouRobinson _Brookyn, NY Virginia 
Daren Wiliams CCarksdale, MS MissState | Rob smith Fort Thomas KY fenesee: 
DeShawn Wynn Gincinat 0 Florida | Albert Toeaina Pittsburg CA rego 
id ici 
RECEIVERS Gabe Watson Southfield MI Michigan 
: | KyleWiliams Dallas TX Southern Cal 
Jason Avant Chicago,IL Michigan 4 
Manual Wright Long Beach CA Southern Cl 
DaBryan Blanton Forney, TK Okishoma |p iaue Wight AGLTE i 
Kjle Brown West Bloomfield, Ml Mich. State | “oenaue Wns ne oes 
Dominique Byrd Minneapolis, MN USC | JINEBABKERS/DEFENSIVE ENDS 
Sa ae i calor fi Hore Se | Biya Andes Lima, 0H Woke Forest 
adel ar | | Ahmad Brooks Woodbridge,VA Virginia 
Akicem Jolla New Olean, LA Miami | rey ‘ 
; Mike Andrea Avon Lake OH Ohi State 
Marcedes Lewis Long Beach, CA UCLA p ; ; 
| Marvin Byrdsong Longview TX Miss State 
yan Moore Otlando FL Miami ; 
Buster Davis Daytona Beach, FL Alvida State 
Ben Obomanu Selma, AL Auburt | se ih patie 
Dishon Platt Punta Gorda FL. Fda state | decuintd vata 
Leonard Pope Americus, GA Georgia | revit Neste aa 
Mario Raley Charlotte, NC Georgia | Rare Miney palsy caput 
Maurice Stovall Radnor PA Notre Dame | Berkeley Hutchinson Long Beach, NI Putters 
Richard Washington Fort Myers FL NCState | Mateus Jackson ofc Gh eat 
ries idandTK Miami | Julian Jenkins College Park, GA Stanford 
Travis etko TheWoodlands, TX Notre Dame 
INTERIOR LINEMEN Donny Mateaki Honolulu, HI Washington 
Justin Blalock Plano,TX Texas | A.L.Nichoson Winston-Slem,NC Florida State 
Lamy Dibble Lancaster TK Texas | Kaiarham Virginia Beach, VA Virginia 
Mat Fans Pittsburgh, PA Penn tate | Bryan Picky Jenks, OK Texas 
Max Jean-Giles Miami Beach FL Georgia | DeljuanRobinson —_ Hermando, MS Miss State 
Kettck Gaston Tyrone, GA Georgia | Kameron Wimbley Wichita, KS Florida State 
eS 
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Bowl Date/Time TV Matchup 

New Orleans Bowl Dec. 17,9 p.m. ESPN2 C-USA vs. Sun Belt champion 
GMAC Bowl Dec. 18,8 p.m. ESPN2 C-USA #2 vs. MAC 
Tangerine Bowl Dec, 23, 5:30 p.m. ESPN Big 12 #4-5 vs. ACC #4-5 

Las Vegas Bowl Dec. 25, 4:30 p.m. ESPN Mountain West #2 vs.Pac-10 
Hawaii Bowl Dec. 25,8 p.m. ESPN C-USA vs. WAC 

Motor City Bowl Dec. 26,5 p.m. ESPN MAC #1 or 2vs. At Large 
Insight.com Bowl Dec.26,TBA ESPN2 Big East #3* vs. Pac-10 
Houston Bowl Dec. 27,1 p.m. ESPN Big 12 #5-7 vs.C-USA 
Independence Bowl Dec. 27, 4:30 p.m. ESPN Big 12 #5-7 vs. SEC 

Holiday Bowl Dec. 27,8 p.m. ESPN Pac-10 #2 vs. Big 12 #3 
Continental Tire Bowl Dec. 28, early afternoon ESPN Big East vs. ACC #5 

Alamo Bowl Dec. 28,7 p.m. ESPN Big Ten #4 vs. Big 12 #4 
Seattle Bowl Dec. 30,2 p.m. ESPN Mountain West #4 vs. ACC #6, 
Music City Bowl Dec. 30,TBA ESPN Big Ten vs. SEC 
Humanitarian Bowl Dec. 31, Noon ESPN WAC vs. At Large 

Sun Bowl Dec.31,2 p.m. cBs Big Ten #5 vs. Pac-10 #3 
Silicon Valley Classic Dec.31,3:30 p.m. Fox Sports WAC vs. At Large 

Liberty Bowl Dec. 31, 3:30 p.m. ESPN C-USA #1 vs. Mountain West #1 
Peach Bowl Dec. 31, 7:30 p.m. ESPN ACC #3 vs. SEC #4 

San Francisco Bowl Dec. 31, 10:30 p.m. ESPN Mountain West vs. Big East 
Outback Bowl Jan.1,11 a.m. ESPN Big Ten #3 vs. SEC #3 

Cotton Bowl Jan.1,11 am. FOX Big 12 #2 vs. SEC* 

Gator Bowl Jan. 1, 12:30 p.m. NBC Big East #2* vs. ACC #2 
Citrus Bowl Jan.1,1 p.m. ABC Big Ten #2 vs. SEC 

Rose Bowl Jan.1,5 p.m. ABC Big Ten vs.Pac-10 

Sugar Bowl Jan. 1,8:30 p.m. ABC BCS vs.BCS 

Orange Bowl Jan.2,8 p.m. ABC BCS vs. BCS 

Fiesta Bowl Jan.3,8 p.m. ABC BCS #1 vs.BCS #2 (National Championship Game) 


*Bowl can select Notre Dame or a Big East team ifeligible 
AllTimes Eastern 
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GETTY IMAGES 


p \ Ww behind-the-scenes 
ON coverage of NASCAR racing. 
\_ You get in-depth, timely coverage 

\__ of each Winston Cup, Busch 
\ Series and Craftsman Truck 
\__ event plus all the stock car 
\__ racing news, award-winning 

color photography, driver 
profiles, technology 
updates and ALL the 
\\__ statistics. 


Yo ticket inside the lives 
| of the people of NASCAR. 
You'll see what they do at 
| the track and how they 
| live away from it. Plus, 
C | our award-winning 
| 
| 


Tome 202 
MUSCAR Wt Coy Season 


Order Now photo gallery, gatefold 
‘And Receive posters, shop and 
AFre home tours and 
_ ss special features. 
Pocket Guide ‘ 


n, call 1-800-883-7323 


MERIT WINSTON CUP 


tated = SCENE: 


2002 NCAA Division | 


Schedules 


A 31 MidleTennesee State 
57 @OKLAHONA 
S14 Worth Tras 
S. 21. Souther MisiSipp ..ysss0ssssse00 2845 
S. IB @ARKANSAS cs sscoissocenen 

0.5) Georgia 
0.19 Misisip 
0, 26 @TEINESSE 


Austin Peay State Clarksville, IN 


‘A. 29 Cumberland University 
7 @CAMPBELLSVILE 
SM Cente 

S21 Dayton 

S. 28 @IMCKSONNLE 
0. 5 @TROVSINE 

0. 2 @euTLER 
0 
O 


19. @KENTUCKY WESLEYAN... ST 

26 Morehead State ... 
N.- 2. @STJOSEPHS (In). 
No 9 Davison... 
N16 GVALPARASO 


14 Eastemientucy 
21 @uleRTY 
IB Glade sssessovoe 
5 EAST TENNESSE STATE 


=zeccoees> 


116 Alam State. oesssssee 
2 GARKANSAS-PINE BLUFF 
+ AtIndanaplis IN 


Geach Athy Ines Colors Maroon White 
‘Nickname: Buliogs 2001 Record: 4-7 


‘Alabama State Montgomery AL 


1 Miles 
5.7 @CHATTANOOGA 
S14 TexasSouthem 
S. 21 ekansasPin ltt 
S. 28 ALCORN STATE 
5 Noni Brown 
0.12 acsonState*. 
4 
N 
X 
N 
N 


26 Alabama ABM 
9 @GRAMBLINGSTATE 
16 Missippi Valley State 
23 @SAYANNAN STATE 
2B Tuskegee 

+ AtMobie,AL 


No @VANOERKT 29 9 Vigiialtay ..... 
7 i emess sft N16 _@WESTERN CAROLINA. 
pied ooh ry Mere Colors Bock al 
aie Nidname: unter 2001Record 9-4 
Nika: Crnson Tid 2001 Record: 6-5 
Arizona Tucson, AZ 
‘Alabama A&M Normal, AL iy Hy won oom 
Ut 
A 31 GICKSONVILESTTE 5. 21 wscons 
S. Gambing Ste. 5. 28 NonthTeas 
S. 2 TEXASSOUTHERN 0. 5. Oregon 
5. 28 Prate View AGM iN 
0. 6 SouthemUnivesiy* ss. 2023 bia emmli 
0. 12 Temmesiee State say A 
0, 19 Misisipivaley Sate 7 bie pesto 
0, 26 GALABAMA STATE brim 
Nh 9 @IACKSONSTATE Ij 
ts N 
u 


Arizona State Tempe, AZ 


A 31 @AICORN STA " 
S. 7 @MISISIPPIVALLEY STATE... 
S. 14 Souther University... 
5. 21. @ALABAMA STATE 

5. 2B Kentucky tte os csssssee 


‘ir Force Air Force Academy, CO ‘Albany Albany, NY ‘Arkansas Fayetteville, AR = 
Ball State Muncie, IN 
AT Northwestem 7 @MONIANA ST Boiestate 
5.7 NewMexic..... 14 Central Connecticut State 5. 14 South Florida $7 @MISSOUR! 
$. 21 @CALIFORNIA 5. 21 SACRED HEART... 5. 28 Alabama .. 5M indanasae 
S28 GUIAH S, 28 @STONY BROOK 0. 5. @TENNESSEE $21 BQENSON 
05 Nay 0. 5 Wagner... 0. 12 @AUBURN, S20 CONNECT 
0.2 Bihnaing On ete 1 Kenway Nain 
0,19 NotreDame 0.19 Canisius. 8, 26 Misisipl so et ect sig 
0. 26 WYOMING 0, 26 St.Francis (PA). Troy State 0 28 @SONLNGEREEN 
©. 31 Colorado state N. 2 @ROBERT MORRIS C@SOUTH CAROLINA Kd. Wena bition 
No ARMY A. 9) @RORDA WTER (16. Lovisna-afayete 1. 16 @CENTRAL WGA 
N16 evn N16 Manmouth(W) ossesses N. 23 OMSSISIP STA 2421 a g 
N23 Sanbiego state. Teatro Gars pga aa su anne Hos oan 
(oh Fer Deer Colors: Ser Be ‘came: Gat anes 2001 Recor 7-3 3: Houston Colors Cardinal White > 
nee et Mime er ica inant 
Alcorn State Lorman, MS 
i saylor Waco, 1) 
Akron Akron, OH 731 MORAN an Arkansas State State University, AR Baylor Waco, 1X 
rn 5. 7) @GRAMBUING STATE eee | AS GVRGNATECH ‘K 31 CALIFORNIA 
5 21 HAMPTON A 31. SanoseSiate 5.7 Sanford 
$ S28 Abbyma State... S71 Tuba S14 NEW MEKKO 618 (01) 
A 0. 5 eolleySute cy So Taba 
Ss. 0. 12 @PRAIREVIEW AM 5, 21 GLOUISINA. MONROE... 0. 5 Kansas 
4 0. 19 @SAMFORD...... 5, 28 Tenmessee-Martin i n ane 
0. No CALPOUY oe 0, 5 Mite emesseStte .....sscesseeu 684 0 goiay 
8 9 @MUSSISSIPPI VALLEY STATE 0,12 @MISSISSIPPL ....sss sss are ibe arte 
oi N16 ALABAMA AEM 19 Horie Wo eres 
rn 1.23. @UKKSONSIE 0,26 ewe Lona 
\ Tia kan meet M aseteaey "N23 @OKANOMASIATE.. 
NB @KENTSTATE N 9 GLOUISANA LAFAYETTE : 
Gooch ey Ts Color: Pape 3 Gold N16 @#DAHO sessed Coach: Kevin Stele Colors Geen Gold 
Goch: Lee Ovens olor: Bled old Nickname; roves 2001 Record: 6-5 Wieiname: Bears 2001 Record: 38 
isla ed Mans ed 
Appalachian State Boone, NC Bethune-Cookman Daytona Beach, FL 
‘Alabama Tuscaloosa, AL 71 OMARSHALL Arkansas-Pine Bluff Pine Bluff, AR ‘AC 3T- Savannah State 


5.7 @FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
5. 14 @MORRIS BROWN 

5. 21 floianternatinalt 
5. 28 NorfolkSte 
0. 5 @MORGAN STA 
0. 12 Delaware State 
0.1 


0, 12 @TEXAS SOUTHERN ... 19 @SOUTH CAROL! 10 
0. 19 @GRAMBLING STATE N.2) @NORTH CAROLINA ABT .. M16 
N. 2 Jackson State. N. 9 HAMPTON tana Aas 
No 9 Prat View ABM 16 Howard .. 2 
NYG LAR essence N23 Fonda RAMS. 
N23 Nobama AGM + Avacksonvlle FL 

“#ALFort Lauderdale, FL. 
FALSE Louis, MO $A tlanda,fL 
Coach: Lee Hordinan Colors: Black & Gold 

he (Goadh: Ain Wyat Colors: Maron Gold 

‘Nickname: Golden Lions 2001 Record: 4-7 Wilats2007| 64 
‘Army West Point, NY Boise State Boise ID 
57 WolyGos HU Wiig ssttaccsan 
5S, 4 @RUTGERS 7 @ARKANSAS 


5. 20 ousile 
S. 28 Southem Misissippi 
0.5 GEASTCAROUNA 
2 ToxasChistian 


16 @TULANE.. 
2B eMENPHI 
07 eNve 
(each odd Ben Colors lod, old 8 Gray 
‘Nickname: lc oights 2001 Record: 38 


24 NEBRASKA 
31 Eastern Washington 
1 

4 
% 
5 
2 
ry 
%6 


espe ena> 


@WASHINGTON STATE. 
Galina 


Auburn Auburn, AL 


8 2 eu 
5.7 Western Galina 
5.14 Vander... 
S. 21 @MIsissiPts 
S. 28 Syracuse 
12 Aakansas 
0 19 @HORIDA 
026 I... 
4 

m 

W 


|. 2 eMIssssPet 
9 Louisana-Manroe 
116 Georgia 


14 @WYOMING 


26 @SANIOSESTATE ... 
2. GUT... 
9 Reese... 
N16 Loubiana ech 
N23 NEVADA 497 


Coach; Dan Hains Colors Be & Orange 
Nickname: Broncos 2001 Record:8-4 


zzoppe E> 


Boston College Chestnut Hill, MA 


K 3 Connectct 
5.7 Stanford 
sn 

5B 


0 
ot) 


(Geach: LC Cole Colors: ack Od old 
‘Nickname: Hornets 2001 Record: 8-4 
2001 soresat right 


(Coach: Dr tote Colors: Hazon Gold 
Nickname: San Devs 2001 Record: 4-7 


‘Nickname: igers 2001 Record:7-4 


BOWL RESULTS NOTINCLUDED 2001 RECORD 


‘shel compiled by STATS in, 
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Bowling Green Bowling Green, OH al Poly San Luis Obispo, CA Chattanooga Chattanooga, TN Colorado State Fort Collins CO 
Aa Fi x x2 evRGMA 
Pan s s a 
sa 5 s 
a5 & % : i 
0, 12 @CENTRAL MICHIGAN & ra a 
0, 19 Wester Michigan .. a a an i zo 
0 26 datsine 4 e 01 eum ST 
N 2 GKENTSTATE..... AT a a O24 Brigham Young, 56 
N, 9 @NORTHERN ILLINOIS: id * 0 31 @ARFORCE......... ied) 
N16 @SQUTH FLORIDA L ha ‘N16 @SANDIEGO STATE. re 
N Ls u NB New Meson. 27 
: r ” : eae x 30_uMy : 4 
"7 Gooch: Rich Elerson Colors: Green & Gold Coach: Donnie Kickpatrick Colors: Navy Bive & Gold Coach: Sonny Lubick Colors: Green & Gold 
Coach: Urban Meyer Colors: Brown & Orange 
Meee? Nickname: Mastangs 2001 Record: 65 ‘Nickname: xs 2001 Recor:3-8 ‘Nickname: Rams 2007 Record:6-5 
- California Berkeley,CA Gincinnati Cincinnati, OH Columbia New York, NY 
Brigham Young Provo, UT se ct eaten Zsa 
2 S18 esti 
sn $4 g2 
SM eREVDA re H 
S21 @ctoncaTech sa “ 
as 
a 
an £ 
an : 
0% H 
ra) My ‘eck er olor cba Wie 
m6 : w ‘Nickname: ions 2001 Record: 3-7 
NB Sue X 2 
: (Coach: lef Fedtond Colors Bve & Gold (Coach Rid Miter Colors Red Blok Connecticut Storrs, CT 
oc ay Con Clos Boeke Nickname: alte ers 201 Reo -10 Nickname: Ses 2001 ecn7-4 ry 
‘Nickname: Cougars 2001 Record:12-1 s. 
Canisius Buffalo, NY Gitadel Charleston,SC $ 
Brown Providence, Al <7 estiarsam <7 as < 
. 0 
a 
a 
4 
ry 
16 enaiy 
Corel. N23 GIOWASTATE 
gens och oor ae te 
ess Nickname: ies 2001 ecrd:2 93 
Cornell ithaca, NY 
ac ard io Clr Be ad 
Coach: Phil Estes Colors: Brown, Red & White Coach: is lohason Colors: Bive & White S21 @BUCKNELL 
Nickname: er 2001 Record: 6-3 pene een al Seat (> Wikname: 328695 201 Recod:3:7 Sm e.. 
Central Connecticut State New Britain, Clemson Clemson, SC A 
Bucknell Lewisburg, PA zt a 
a a 
s7 oy re 
Su su N 
Pari su 7 
Si es n : 
as an ‘chin edt Closed he 
a8 an ainame: 8200 Recot:27 
0% 0% 
A aHONY OSS... n2 Dartmouth Hanover NH 
HO tye uo : Hi 
16 etEHGh 116 a $2 
N23 Fea ae ua : aie 
‘chal olor Be 8 Oge ‘cay awe Cll ge an 
‘Nickname: Bison 2001 Record:6-£ ‘Nickname: Tigers 2001 Record: 6-5 
wa Central Michigan Mount Pleasant, MI Colgate Hamilton, NY ua 
falo Bufalo,NY cS cakiasear re 
A 29 Lehigh 3 7 Wyoming u2 
7 enue... <0 54 Ro oc in esol en 
5 Ged laa SNOW {Ncaname: Cen 200 Read: 8 
‘S. 21 MINNESOTA ‘S. 28 @BOSTON COLLEGE 
58 ec 0. 12 Bewig een Davidson Davidson, NC 
5 ry 
an rn 
0. 19 Mami rn 
1 26 Kenta. u 
9 UG © 
NN, 16 GAKRON ..... = 
N23) @BALLSTATE “Mite De iGo 
Coach: jim Hother Colors: Royal Blue & White Nickname: Chippewas 2001 Record: 3-8 
Nickname: Bulls 2001 Record: 3-8 ‘ip “Red Bo 
Charleston Southern Charleston, SC ‘Nickname: Wildcats 2001 Record:5-4 
Butler Indianapolis, N A ot Vega ary an 
—o"% 5.7) Werth Greene . : a Dayton Dayton, OH 
SM ePReSaYTERAN 
<u r sn 7 eSLARANOS A) 
2 ee S21 Wenig Sate res aes SM Rebel 
it Nees S. 26 west Rem STE re “eS 21 aust 
©. 12 SANNA ey 
as 019 eumeRY ... 0% 
an x ris 
a) u2 “9 3 
0% N93 ni on 
ND 16 uD 6 
N9 GQUINCY... = N21) @CITADEL *Denver.(0 
(adhere Clr tie te ‘ached lero Gok ‘ec ye alos Se a ack ‘oc ey Closed Be 
Nickie: tos 200 Rea Nia: ces 201 Read 5 Widiname aes 2001 Rec: 12 Nicknames 2001 Recor 01 
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NCAA schedules 


Delaware Newmark, DE East Tennessee State Johnson City, TN Fairfield Fairfield, Fordham Bronx, NY 
29 Georgia Southern 31 ‘aimont Sate. ST StPeers 
7 @RicHMOND ar S14 Colgate. 


4 @cmTADEL 
2 Westchester 


a 


ecowwM 


x x 
& s 
5. $ . 
& 5 52 
S. 28 @WLUAM MARY iinet Oe as 
0, 5 Norheastem H on 
0. 12 Jamesdadison t 0% 
0. 1 ORHODE LAND. M uo 
0, 2 NewHanpstire x No 
A. 2MASSACHUSETS. nw 
A 9° MAINE “3B 
AB. Vilanoa . : 48 
‘name: Sg 2001 Recor: 5-5 ‘oath Dave Cain Colors aon 8 ie 
(ach: Ker Colors Gold prodromal ore ilar ‘iame: as 2001 Reor:7-4 
frplenirerhaptieren ia Nickname: Scares 2001 Reon: 5$ ————— 
paler Fresno State Fresno,CA 
3 0 State Fresno, 
Eastern Illinois Charleston, IL A Ww 
Delaware State Dover, DE — 7 Mani hy AB ewSCOHS 
ena su 
7A 31 @NORRS BROWNE Se SORES on «ki AB SanDiegSate 
57) Savannah State es rs aa 7 eonEcoN 
S. 4 Northwestern tate =r ie i ae are S. 21 OREGONSIAE.. A 
S28 Miso State as 4 
5. 21 Flrida Aaa so lT3S at SRR Pe He us SOME 32 
S78 BUCKNELL : : 0. 4 Gloadostte 520M) 
+> Seon 0 12 fasernesudly 267 a 2B z 
X 2 Geoaaat en 
erm By 8 Saumur : a 8 
0. 26 @MORGANSTTE sit g x S47 a 
NL 2 SoathCertina Sate Ba ba 2 u 7 
N 9 North Carona ABT 3036 he een 
N16 @NORFOUKSTATE.... 33 aia aa f 
N23 evOWARD (ach 06 pe Color Bie ay Pprineubeneropes NB SANOSESTME 4021 
ats 2001 Rec 9-2 
mee Nickname: Posters 2001 Record: 2 ee OTT NG 
‘Nickname: Hommes 2001 Record: 5-6 Florida A&M Tallahassee, FL ‘Nickname: logs 2001 Record) 1-2 
= a3 eMuaM) = 
Drake Des Moines, 1A e: peenes Furman Greenville, SC 
Sb OMOPCANSIEY see DIM 5 
AB BNET S21 SOB aARESTAE "3507 2 
S07 Tumansttecseocseeretenesee D0 rt oa : 
S. Mi GMISSOURL-ROWA 0. 5 South Carona Sete [3a 
S. 21 Wisconsin-a Case <n Mee ee S. 28 eVRGHAMUTARY 
S26 sounicy 37 0. 19 North Carina AT “Bs 3 Neen Gaia. 
0.5 Vaasa 71 0. 25 SMORFOUKSTAE. a3 0. 12 GAPPALAGHANSTATE 
12 Abany(n) 2 Hampton... 73s 019 Gade . 307 
0. 19 eDAvTON . ery x 9 eTasuTES 0. 26 GEASTTEANESSE STATE. 316 
0. % enum. wren NB eRETAUNE-COOMANS 3 A. 9) Geog Souter a 
N 2 Sandiego... oy Fe tarry n 
9 _@SLMARY'S (A) peeane| 4 
(ea ay alors acon be aaa Gaede Elipions CnesPapea Mine 
“aoc ob sh olor Be te 
Gack iy 7 
ee Nickname: (lees 2001 Record? By else hove: Pods 2001 ses 12? 
Duke Durham, NC Eastern Michigan Ypsilanti Ml Florida AtlanticBoca Raton FL Gardner-Webb Boing Springs NC 
7A 31 eMORGAN STATE Lima <---> 
AO stro ie 
<3) ose aa ee eA ccecceendtae ST @GEORGA SOUTHERN 
5. NORTHWESTERN 248 Se sete sen S16 @AMESMADSON S14 astTemesee State 
5.2) @AORDASTATE Sat | SR: S. 21 @EASTERNNENTUOKY S. 21 @CHATTANOOGA 
5.78 enw $A Seten ot 0. 5 eMCHOUSsIAE 0. 5 euseery 
DES. Wee sac OS Avon 0. 2 YounstownState 0.2 Bon... 
©. 12 WaKEroRest 212 e0H0 0. 26 eTROT SIE 0. 26 @FLORDA INTERNATIONAL 
(78. OeOtH cana Seu 0 19 @BALSINE..... 2 ecomecreuT No 2 TemesseeMatin 
nes : N2 Coral Michigan A 3 Morisicun 
roe si 9) WESTERN MiG. N16 EASTERN LLNS 1038 
ee N16 Nother igs N23 Resid ltematonl 
ua (ak Howard Scere Colors: Ao B 8 Gy 
‘ickame: nts 2001 Recor: 
“ooh a Fears Colors Role Whe 
Widkname: Sve Deis 201 Record 0-1) Florida International Miami FL 
AB Sheets 
Duquesne Pittsburgh, PA ten 
S 7 Bude £ S18 Baer 
SM BS : 52) eseTHune-coouunt 
$2) Marit... z S28 Gengetown 
5. 28 parton 2 ne 0. 2 ewestewxamay 
0. 5 latgyere 019 Mine 
0. 12 SSLPETERS... oe bord 0. 26 Garder-ebb 
0. 19 Stlobns Wr) Z =n No 2 ddsonle 
par 5 Saoamen State. A350) NC 9 Aany00n 
he No 2 GWEBERSINE N23 @RORDAATLANIC es 
Ta aN a A 9) eMoNTaNA SAE + Aertel FL 
N16 faite. i Menara 2629001) ac en Sk Color Bie Gad 
Gent GejGarme Chechela he Nickname: Goer Porters 201 Record: -9 
Nickname: Does 2001 Rect} Cook Poti Coles es ite - - 
Mito epes7eel ener Florida State Tallahassee, FL Georgia Athens,GA 
East Carolina Greenville, NC K 2 SIOWASTATE® 3) Gerson 
aioe Boa Hon RS NC AS Vagina eee ABT S14 BSOUTHCAROUINA ..esssesseessen 
Pinos , ST Fenda eternal 54 eMARAND - B31 5. 21. Nortwestem Sate 
serge Waynes S18 RURMAN 746 SD Dake. - 5B 5. 28 Newer Sate 
SM Tone marie) i S 2% e1ouismule 
S28 @WEST¥RGINA S21 etna Sith Seg eais 0S @ALABAMA 
S. 28 2NORTHCAROUNAAET 2B sete 0. 12 Tennessee 
RC, pee 8% : ae 2 eMAMiAY aioe 
0. 19° SouthFlida oS oH 0. 26 Note Dane cree 
0. 26 @lousMLE 49 ou oe 2 ewaKEroREst a. 
u on XN 8 ecfonaaTecH n 
« ua ma N16 North Caria 4 
X uo N23 ENORTHCAROUNASITE. 
u N16 316 30 Prda set 
a NB Wort “at kansas i MO 
ach Sc Logan Colors pe Gd Aas Clo Naaen GE (cacti Baty Bowden Colors at 8 Gd ‘oh Hart Coos Bok 
Nikname: Pits 2001 Recod:6:5 Nice: hor 2001 Record: 23 Nickname Seizes 2001 Recrd7-4 icine: Bilis 2001 Record -3 
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Georgia Southern Statesboro, GA Hofstra Hempstead, NY Mlinois Champaign, lL 
eo ne oT AST Misouie x 
5.7 Garde Webb 5 5.7 suri mssssrA x 
S. 2 Wolford ..... aaaaie r s. S. 14 Ackansas State % 
5. 28 @CHATIANOOGA 3 sn s 
OS Virginia Military ....... s SB & 
0. 12 @WESTERNCAROUMA.... a as s 
0. 19. Appalachian State a on 0 
0. 26 GCTADEL.. 0 0% 0 
ND EatTemenee 4 M2 ° 
9) GFURMAN a ra X 
N16 lesan Siate " Ne ” 
aaeiiewat = o sagen ue ” 
Cone keane SMSt Louis MO 
Nickname: aes 2001 Record: 122 “oo ea aos Bi We 8 ld 
Nickome: Fie 2001 Read 93 (ec one Clr Og Be 
Georgia Tech Alanta,GA Niame Fig 2001 Rec0-1 ech Dar Carey Colors aoa ld 
. rai i Holy Cross Worcester MA ‘Nickname: (ylones 2001 Record:7-4 
31 Vander z 
S. 7 @CONNECTICUT 3.7) ARMY Mlinois State Normal IL 
Jackson State Jackson, MS 
54 ecleMsoN SM eceoncerOMn ... 37 A PURDUE u 
5.21 Bighamoung S 7 hing A 31 @SOUTHERNMSSSSII 
S28 GHORTHCAROUNA .....seseneees DBRT sn s 
0.5 Walefore.... <2 5 
0. 17 MARLAND as 5 
0. 26 Virginia oe on & 
2 sHoRTWCAROUNA STATE. aw 0 
A. 9 Pda Sate 1728 0% ° 
N16 Duke... 370 n2 n 
N30. GEORGI “A731 uo w 
Coach: (Chan Gailey Colors: Gold & White ud i 
‘Nickname: Yellow Jackets 2001 Record: 7-5 Coach: Demer Johnson Colors: Red & White 
Nickname: wader 2001 Reco Nickname: eds 2001 Rear: 
Grambling Grambling LA 2 
Sie Houston Houston, TX Indiana Bloomington, IN 
5.7 AeamSiate.. = 31 Willan 8 Mary 
5. x4 ALABAMA <7 57 eu... 
S. 21 Teese Sate* su sm 
5) GPRARIEVIEW nant sn su 
0. 19. Alansasine Bf. as 5% eoHOSMIE....... 
0. 26 adsense... an 0 
AL @TeXASSOUTHERN 0 0 5 
9) Abhamastte.. u2 026 eUNOs 
A. 16 auonRseagwn uo 2 enomrawestean 
+ At LasVegas, WV N16 ‘N. 9 Michigan State ...... 
#AOalas Tk NB NW6 PeanStte 
aah eae GEMTTON 0 N23 epumoE 
Nickname: igs 2001 Record 10-1 ‘eck Daa Die Clos ak White (eck Cay Dad Clos em Cin oad Se ier Coors Geen White 
Nickname: (302001 Recod 0-1 Nine: oases 2001 Reced5-5 Nickname: Dos 201 Read 6-5 
Hampton Hampton, VA 
73 emesMIDEON Howard Washington,DC Indiana State Tere Haute, IN Jacksonville State Jacksonville, AL 
$7 sis 7 TeasSeuthem A A 31 Abana Aaa 
5. 14 Howard. su s 5.  eMISsPAISTAE 
S21 Alcor State* sn & % 
0.5 @DELAWARE STATE .. SB s oa 
0. 12 Bowie State an s oO 
0. 19° Norfolk State . ow © * 
0. 26 GSOUTH CAROLINA STATE ..........s.. 2817 026 Mi o 
N 2 GFLORDAAEM N2 bs oO 
N. 9 Bethune-Cookman . no a K 
N16 Nort carina AB N16 1 ‘ 
N. 23 @MORGANSTATE NB % 
+ fast futher) 
Cea Pty aos ye Ged a Clos ie 
ee caine ee 20 aie 9 Widnamemee 2001 Record: 3-8 
James Madison Harisonbura, VA 
Harvard Boston, MA Idaho Moscos, D ona New Rochelle, NY ‘a een 
5. 21 Holy Cross * $7 Sena .... er) 5.7 New Hampshire 19.26 
5. 18 BROWN... 7 S14 ewan S14 ida Atlantic 
5) eteHiGH 3 S21 estyowrsam 3016 sn 
12 Goel. 266 x S28 Monti State 5 2B 
19 Northeastern 35-20 = OS Gnisius os 
26 @PRINCETON . 26 ® 0. 2 @rARRED . an 
2 @DARTMOUTH 12 Hy 0.19 LaSalle O19 
9 Columbia . 523 S 0. 26 MART 0.6 
16 SPeNNSHVA - 2 @uUEsKe aa 
a ieee ns RP aie ne 
(ach yao isan ND Newtek Sete - 
seen ain oS Nina nao feat 3 
Nickname: nda 201 Read 1-10 
Hawaii Honolulu, Hl =m 
bad Metre Idaho State Pocatello, 1D - 
S. 6 GBRGHANYOUNG . At An An 
$21 OUIP........ ‘A 29° Montana-Western 7 @MIAMI (OH) |... AID he 
5 28. Soutem ethos. ran cae “ 
Q $ BBOSESTATE.... cys sa a 
0. 12. Nevada <3 
0.19 Tua as 
0. 25. SFRESNOSTATE an 
ND. Sandoe state 0% 
N16 GRICE... n2 
N23 Gina no 
1 30 Washingion tte wi 
« 


D7 SanDiego State 


“oach: in ones ols Geen & White 
‘ickname: Rainbow Warr 2001 Record: 9-3 
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NCAA schedules 


Kansas State Manhattan, KS 


Liberty Lynchburg, VA 


‘Maine Orono, ME 


Memphis Memphis,1N 


31 Westemkenudy 3 Western Groia a) A BY Cental Cometic Sate 31 Moray State 
5.7 lovisana Monae 5. 7 Westibery Sate 5.7 Wiliam ay. <7. eMisisia 
5. 14 steiinis 5 21 Appladion Sta... 5. 4 evLLANOWA 5. 1h SOUTHERNMISSISIF 
50 US. 5 me aug : 5. 21 enOWARD S21 Tobne 
0. 5 colon .. 0.5 Garters 5. 2 Rhodelsand a S28 GUA 
© 12 ahoma state 0.12 enKmOK 5 evMesMADa 0.8 bodies 
0. 19 Tens . 19 ChtestnSouthem .... 0, 12 @MASSAOHUSETS. 0. 19 Misisipisate 
0. 26 earn 0, 26 VAGINA MUTARY ©. 19 FLORIDA WTERRATONAL . 26 @cwonNaT 
No 2 GRANSIS... No 2 Eastemfenuchy 730 0, 26 Hotta NOD Howton coos 
N 9 owas. N 9) BON N 9 Delaware N 9 SOUTH FONDA 
NWO Nebasa NB HORTA NYG ORKHHOND ...nsorsese NB AM severe 
NB eMsoun! Talis Gea ERE N23 NewHampstie N30 eTEXASCHRistINN 
oa Snyder Colors Pre te ‘eae: Fares 2001 Rear: -8 (ada Cs Clos: hie Be ‘oa We Colas Be Gy 
Nickname: Wits 2001 Recor: 6-5 Wikoame: Blok Beas 2001 Record 93 Nikoame:Tigas2001Reod:56 
ss pee eee Marist Poughkeepsie, NY ‘Miami (FL) Coral Gables, FL 
Kent State Kent, OH (ai aed See arist Poughkeepsie, iami (FL) Coral Gables, 
A 2 Newilnpstve 7 ecensoN SM Gonisus 31 Fla ABM 
5.7 @owOstATE SW la... 5. 21 @DUqUESE 5.7) GORDA 
S18 GlPoly S21 QPRNSTATE 5. 28 Wagner 5.14 @TeMPLE. 
S21 @MAMI(N) .... 2420 5.26 TEASARM QS aield 262 5. 21 BostonCalege 
5. 28 NORTHERN LINO 05 one 12 StJohns i) 0 $ Comedic 
0.5 Mastal.. 0.19 @s0um i 0. 19 eSLPETERS 18 O12 nid Sate... . 
0.19 Ohio... 0, 2 Ned 4 0. 26 ond seen 158 0. 26 GWESTVIRGHIA 
0. 26 BUFFALO A 2. freostate i 2838 N 2 eGfoRsetOin 3835(00) No2 GAUGES... 
No 2 Bowling Gen... A. 9) SAN OSESTATE cc nceee ATO No 9 @UASALE N 9) TENNESSEE 
N 9 @connecncut N16 SBOSESTATE...20.. $842 N16 25MM soestoeie 47 N21 Pisbugh 
M6 ae NB ue 2) a aay a Lt: SM 
“coach asin Colors: Red Boe ‘Nickname ec Fves 2001 Record: 6 
Widname: Bulg 2001 Recrd7-4 Coach Lay or Colors range Gen 
TmdesLyeneltyentaSCSCMaeal Huntington ans soasice Laalaalt 
uisiana-Lafayette Lafayette aT 
oulsiae-Lalayette [aleve tet __ 31 Appalachian State i 
Kentucky Lexington, kY eT oa Sea ‘Miami (OH) Oxford, OH 
“@LOUSMLE.. 5.7 Minnesata or S20 UE 7A 3 NORTH CAROLINA 
5. 14 eHouston 05 exeurstat 22 57 sans 
S21 UB 0.12. Baflo Se Sa 
as aw 0. 19 TroyStte S21 KentSte 
0. 12 GNEWMEXIOSTAE.. 0. 26 @CENTRAL MICHGAN 224 S28 ONRON 
(0. 19 eMDOUE TENNESSEE STATE M2 @RKRON is 5033 05 cuca 
0. 26 NonhToas N12 Miami (OH 721 ©. 72 Norte ins 
NZ ito ... NB cow a8 0.19 OBUFFAID. sssesstreenerseee dT 
N 9) danas State N30 allstate 0. 26 eTOLE00 
N16 ARKANSAS ar i eee 
ach: Bb rt Colas Gen White 
N25 OUSIANA MONROE . a ee aN 1 ewMiiL 
‘ohh Bsle Coors: eon 8 ite 
Coach Gay Maris Colors: Bete Nickname: 2001 Record: 3:8 ‘oat ery Heep Colors ed Whe 
eaboriar este tee Maryland oege Pa MD eae orn 
Tana Louisiana-Monroe Monroe, LA RO teeta? 
LaSalle Philadelphia, PA Ca ESEGR x 7 io ‘Michigan Ann Arbor, Ml 
14 lds... or 
5.7 ekANSASSTAE S21 fastem Michigan» 509 BT What. eB 
5 5. Males State 5% Welfors i Ree ieee at 
A 521, Manassa 167 0. 5 eWestVRGNA esstsees BD 2) Ua 
De Sane a 21 Gu a a ne 
0. 2 GOANSIS ...,. 0, 19 @NeW MEXICO STATE womiae Oe eae at 
AL 2 @NORTCAROUINA BT 0. 19° GPURDUE 2410 
Dee ae es eae N 9 orth Carina tate B49 0 26 iowa 3226 
Rat Drees ee eS eel NAG CLEMSON ss 3720 ND Michigan State Tae 
No 2. Sufanci(€a) X 9 ensue N23 evRGIA,.. wie) Ne 9) auunnesoma Sa 
No 9 Marist A 16) MIDOLETENNESSEESTATE...o..s..2038 bigest mee oe Wem 
N16 STJOHNS (NY... 261 NB loubiana-afyete... oT ener a No GOMOSTATE 
Coach: Ache Sta Colors: lve & Gold ‘Coach: by Kase Color: Red & Gold ‘Gooch Rabi FiedgenClorssBoa te GoldRedaWhie ——«—« Coach Uo Car Clars: aie Ble 
Nidname: pio 2001 Rear: 5-4 Nidame: inns 2001 Record: 29 patties ab earins Wieiname: Wines 2001 Record: 
Louisville Louisville, KY 
atayette Eaton Pi aes Massachusetts Amherst, MA ease Sere Ft ul 
7 Monmouth) study. 1 Eastem Mihigan 
ot acne heen 57 @buKe 7 Cental Comedia state Sy he 
5.21 Pennsjania 037 5S. Me COLORADO TATE. 4 Retina kernal 5. 14 Glifomia 
S28 @PANCETON 5.21 ARMY 21 ORORTHEASTEM a0 5.21 Note Dane. 
0 5 @buQUEsHE 5S. 26 loa State 2) PORTA S. 28 Nortestern 
0, 12 @COWUMBIA ceed 2 8 MEMPHIS 5 GRICHMOND ..-..sesror dS 0.12 GOW... 
019 Geogetnen oH 0. 19 TeasChisian Ry 12 Maine. sued 0. 19 Minnesara 
©. 26 FORDHAM 2s 0. 26 fastGaaina 3938 19 Vino. 37 ak, Weta 
2 aCe “160 N9) Groat. 26 OIANES MADISON #0 No 2 MQHKGAN 
9 aBucHNELL 67 NC 4 SOUTHERN ISIS 2 Daiwa... nS NC 9) aINOiANA 
HL 16 Holy Coss a) N23 Une Shire wai ay N16 Purdue. 
i N30 HOUSTON 8 x : 
Gack ak Tver: Naan Wie mata z en 
Niiname: Record: Wieame: Corda 2001 Recr:0-2 acho Whipp Colors Maroon 8 White ‘name: Spartans 2001 Rear: 6-5 
ei 0 ea Name hier 2001 ec: = 
Lehigh Bethlehem, PA LSU Baton Rouge, LA Middle Tennessee Murfreesboro, TN 
29 BUFFALD 5.1 @WRGIATECH Mcloese State Lake Chaies}) A 31 GALAGAMA 
7 Georgetown ana 5.7 Gadel A 31 Gambling State 5.7 Tennessee 
21 Princeton. 5 40 5. 4 Miami (0H) 5. 7 YOUNGSTOWN SATE 5. 21 exeiTucKY 
28 epenisrivaua 5. 28 Missipisat .. S. 1 LOUSUNA-MONAOE S. 28 Southeast Misoui Sate 
5 Hand O 5. losiiona-afyete 5. WH Wester entcty....scceseseeeeeedAQd 0. 5) GARKANSASSIAE....... 
©. 12 @f.oion 0.5 eNEBRASKA 0. 12 @VANDERBET 
0. 19° SeuthCarina 0. 19 ladsooile Sate. cS 0. 19 Louie aay 
a. 0, 26 @SAMHOUSTONSTATE..... 358 0. 26 eibaHo : 
u ND STEPHEN FAUST... 6 N 2 GNEWMEXCOSTATE.. 
N A. 9 SouthwestTerasState 1213 N16 Loubiane- Mone 
u 136 NORTHWESTERN STATE “ae NB NorthTes ... 
4 AB Nehols Stat... 3ta7 N30 _Uhstate 
Coach Sabon Colors Pape oho Tee Colors: Bu ald oad: Coors ite 
Nike: Tis 2001 Record: 9-3 Nickname: Cons 2001 Reed: NidnameSv Rikers 2001 Record:3:3 
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Minnesota Minneapolis, MN Montana Missoula, MT Navy Annapolis, MD Nicholls State Thibodaux, LA 
131 Southwest Teas Sine 29 eHOFSTRA A 31 SSO METHODST Aw 
5.7 lOUSANALARAYETE 5.7 AbanyOtt) $7) ethan Sate Sar 
5 Teo, SM Nxt Clrato Si fe... a 
S21 flo s 5 $0 
5 28 SPUROUE..... nN 5 os 
0. $n cece a a 0. 12 StehenE Austin . 
12 Northwest a a 0. 19 SOUTAVEST TENS STATE 
19 ahicean tae n nN 0. 26 ‘Netw tte 
re x 1. 16 2SAMHOUSTON STE... 
” u A 23 etcneesestTE 
. uy ‘eae an ape Colors Royal 
F hisonetoasi it Nickname:(loels 2001 ec 8 
Coach: Poul Joheson Colors: Bue & Gold 
foreliegrecnayei poured Norfolk State Norflk, VA 
AS Vii ste 
Nebraska Lincoln, NE £m 
AM i as 
An ar 
S7 aw 
su 0% 
$M BOWS ccs MD 
a a9 
0 383 NG 
~ uB 
7 Gecko Fre Colo Gen 
3 s7__Mikname:Spartas 200 Recor 
« an 
« 3682 


A 31 ecnecon 
5. 14 lado tate re 
5. 21 Auburn. $7 a 
$m etsy fa s 
0. 5 esouTaROUNA wwe s 
0. 12 ToyState 321 5B = 
0. 19 @MEMPHIS .. 30-10 as 
HD ead an 0 
No 9 GALABAMA. as ¢ 
13 kes 12 Tie... SUTIN 2 ssoucmuuei Seu Gadel Bog ao Coi BW 
N28 eMBSSISSIPPL 9 DAYTON No Ue... st ‘Nickname: ar Heets 2001 Record:7-5 
s my aR ‘N16 GFRESNO STATE i 1461 ——— eee 
ack ei oor aan ie pmaicapensioomr er NB S686 enn d48 North Carolina ABT Greensboro, NC 
Nines 2001 Rect: = ce ems Coes Bb Sher A 31 Worth aaa Genta 
o piven: Recent S. 7 Jackson State ... 
Mississippi Valley State Itta Bena, MS Morgan State Baltimore, MD Sa S14 ePORTAND STE 
=) ne ae ‘A. 31 @GARDNER-WEBB lew ir am, NH S 
5. 7 Akansas-Pine Buff. S 5 @TOWSON....... 7200) a 
5. 14 Deasate..... ae Mk eReNTSTAE . 
S. 21 eSAMHOUSTON STATE Si é $7 SMEATON onset 
S. 28 GIACKSONSTATE .. rey Hs SM Heb... = 
5 PoulQuinn an : S21 SVLLANOVA X 
©. 12 @souTdaNunnensTy re) 4 ‘ 
0. GAARA bene an t 
0. 26 STEXASSOUTHERN BMD 4 1 
N.2- Paieview ABM Sr a) ar] + Ant GA 
A 9 Aleomstate. 5 : 
eer X23. Rangon hei a pe iecermatee 
ooc iio Colors: Geen Bie Fates (oc Sea Dane olor Bie bie ee 
Nickname: Delta Devils 2001 Record: 0-11 Coach: Donald Hil Eley Colors: ive & Orange Nickname: Wildcats 2001 Record: +-7 7 
Wakname: ers 2001 Record:23 : North Carolina State Raleigh, NC 
Missouri Columbia, MO - New Mexico Albuquerque, WM 4 Neale 
are Mortis Brown Atlanta, GA [Sc 1 Eaten 
$7 balsae re AST Weberstte e 
5. 14 @BOWLUNGGREEN S7 S 7 OARFORE. 
5, 28 pS S14 : 
0. 5 Oshoma sn * 
ay Se fae i 
0. 19 eTeASTEGH . 
0, 26 Kansas . 384 @ 19 Sarasaah Sete. a 
N 2 GIOWASTATE © 26 Somfed m1 
bl ees ND AMOREANSIRE a catcenere ea 
Rs ae ce A. 9 eRowDAATLAMTC f 
ie barat AC 16. Gambling Ste i. 
LP Wargo ee Eo 
oad Gary Pinel Colors: 0 Gold Block sch Slien eaten Cals Pape i ‘Nickname: Lobos 2001 Record: 6-5 
‘Nickname: Tigers2001 Record: 4-7, Nickname: Wolverines 2001 Recard: 5-6 
Gav Sula aca New Mexico State Las Cruces, NM 
Monmouth West Long Branch, NJ soli Beavers ‘SOUTH CAROLINA 2 
ASL GMEMPHIS SCALIFORNIA iH 
344 Seen 5M Steins Kewlese a 
'S. 21 @MORGAN STATE 


North Carolina Chapel Hill, NC 


Mississippi State Mississippi State, MS 


ao 
0 
0. 
N 
u 
wy 
N16 GALBANY (NH N23 Eaten... 
‘Coach: ein aloha Clos: Bue ite Goad oe Penna Color: Be & Goll (oath: oy Samal oles Cisne Coach: Darel Dicey Clos: Geen & White 
‘Nickname: Hawks 2001 Record7-3 ‘Nickname: cers 2001 Record: +5 Nickname: gies 2001 Recor: 5-7 ‘Nickname: oles 2001 Record: 5-5 


www.streetandsmiths.com 


155 


NCAA schedules 


Northeastern Boston, MA ‘Notre Dame Notre Dame, IN Oregon State Corvallis, OR Princeton Princeton, NJ 
31 acktiven At EMARTANDE AB Basemnkertucly So euigl..... 
7 sowo $0 Rebiesnrianincnioscnc 55 same S28 Latyere 
S21 Masachusets... S14 Micigan 6 uw os equ 
a a S21 eel ee es renee 
0. 5 DRAW... as 37 S Ry 
0. 12 Rhodelsand an 7 0 acini 
O19 eHARIAD ay a eee 
0. 26 @WWUAMZ MARY 0% 0 Lies 
A 2 RICHMOND . ssa m2 eH x ied 
NS) vino ast us Sled “ ue 
N16 GNEWHAMESHIRE = Men ua “ KB 
N23 James Madison... M30 GUK.. 26 1 : : 
ER eR eer A eather Set tai iene 
(ach Don Broa Closed Bock “oc Dns Es alors ange 8 Bak Nicene: es 2001 Record: 

Coad Glos ol Bz 
Nickname ts 2001 Record: 5 5 mice enutoe mentee ‘Nicame: Beers 2001 Rec 6 
———————————— Purdue West Lafayette, IN 
Northern Arizona Flagstaff, AZ Ohio Athens OH Penn State University Park, PA ae. 
A 2 eARDONA re 5.7) GNOTREDAME .... 
57 gary £7 5.14 Western Michigan 

am Houston State. 

§, 28 PoriondSat.. <a S21 Vbiefoes 
0 5 Webersate... ey ra aS. oun 
12. Sacrament state as 7 0 2 eu 
0. 19 EASTERN WASHINGTON an ‘ 
0. 26 Montaastat.... 0 cM ‘2 ao. 
42 MONTANA. 2 2 emNeERe 
1.9) etoaHOsTaTE uo 331 Ne 9 Obistate 
16 @STMARYS (A) NB a N16 eMmonian state 
‘ea ree Ses Colors: Be ad i N Indiana... 743 
Nickname: Lunbexis2001 Rec 3-4 (ak tr oon ene ‘ake ate Clr Whe ‘oo ite Colors Gal Black 

Mikname: Bots 2001 Record -10 Niname: tar es 2001 Reo: 55 Niname:Saiemaiers 2001 Recor 6-5 
Northern Illinois De Kalb, IL n ra =. 
ca Wena Ohio State Columbus, OH Pennsylvania Philadelphia, PA Rhode Island Kingston, RI 
5. 7 @souTHnonipa KM Teasleh sa 1H 
54 ewrsconsi 32 <7 
5.21 Wester nas as nar 
5. 28 KentState Saad an 5B 
5 @BALLSTATE.. 239 a9 as 
2 eMAM(oH) ed an 
19° Cental Mihigan oo. Bu a a 
(26 WESTERN MICHAN. 20n “9 0. 
9) Bowing Geen 16 X 
16 EASTERN HICHIGAN AMT XB ‘ 
WB Toledo “01 x 
each oak olor Bick Nickname Qucers 2001 Recerd:8-1 
Nickname: Hses2001 Record -5 r aa (oa ev Swe Coarse te 

Pittsburgh Pittsburgh | Nickname: Fs 2001 Record:83 

Northern lowa Cedar Falls, 1A 
KD Way State) Rice Houston, X 
5.7 goKLavowa state SE 
S21. Stephen Asin AS Houston... a 
5 28 @chLpoy S. 7 eMOHiaN STE 
0.5 Wester Kent. SUOMI sreenserstnseseesgee DEB 
0, 12 SOUTHERN LUNs s B30(00) 
0. 19 @TOUNGSTOWNSTATE s saired MS 
O26 WincisState .... 0 38-4107) 
A 2 SWOAIASTAE 0. mar 
N95) Wester ings 0 2037 
N16 SMS... : : n. 932 
oh: ar Frey Colors: Purple 0 Gold aati Tk (aoc Has Color # Seca 
Nickname: Pontes 2001 Record 11-3 ‘Nickname: Pasties 2001 Record: 6-5 Ls ciate 
Northwestern Evanston, !L Portland State Portland, OR 
A 31 GAAFORCE f . 3 an a 
phe event ares 161 Richmond Richmond, VA 
S14 Duke S21 eoRecou A® SOME 
S21 ena S28 NORTHERN ARONA... 7 Dewar .. 60 
S28 @NCHIGANSTATE 5 Southwest nasa S21 Rann 
0 5 Obiostte 0 2 Ease Washington catia 
ra © 19 SACRAMENTOSTAE LG oma 
0. 19° SPENUSTATE 0.2% Montana... 0. 19 James Matson 
0. 26 Pure. 2 Mabostate 
MD nana X 9 eweseasute oo ee 
49 aim KW eMOMMASHE Ba ag eee 
MB ood (oa Tn Wh Clos Fee end White N16 Maine... 
‘each andy War Clors Pare Whe Nickname: is 2001 Rear: 7-4 NOMA A MARY 
arene a else ‘ack nv ood Be 
Se ee Prairie View A&M Prairie View, TX ‘Nickname: Spies 2001 Record:3-8 
Northwestern State Natchitoches, LA a 
AC 31 Delta State S. 7 @TENNESSEESTATE* Robert Morris Moon Township, PA 
S. 7 Seuthem Unive ..oeceeeseeee 3021 SM eTOUS ARMAINGSMULE A eg 
Se emaesi in SI lS oc 
St Sat Se 26 oe 
©. M2 Southwest Texas State. creo IDAT : 0 ow 83 
0, 19° Soutwestem Ohara wpeiapner i 0% os 
0, 26 @NICHOLISSTATE Are eee nz on 
N 2- SamHouston State... ee.) NL 9 ARKANSAS PINE BLUFF 35-16 0. 26 
A 9) eIMCKSONLLESTATE Sseeanen a A 16 @UCSONSTATE. 2038 u2 
NG Males State... + nash TH uo 
N23 STEPHEN AUSTIN on 3TD AT Atalas TH A 16 
“oak St Ser Colors Pape ite ck ie Be Colr Gn  eow (cy Day Colors Pape ld ‘ooh in Clo Boe Bie 
Nickname: Deans 2001 Recod:8-4 ‘came: acs 2001 Record 10:1 ‘ida: Forces 2001 Ror: 3-7 Nickname: (ioc 201 Rear} 
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Rutgers Piscataway, NI San Diego State San Diego, A South Florida Tampa, FL Southern University Baton Rouge, LA 
vy, pa, 
AST Vibro 2B eREOSIIE A Fada htc At GWE... 
5. 7 Bulfalo....., S 7 @coLORADO ed ‘S.7 GNORTHWESTERN STATE 
$4 Amy SM Aizona State ....sosessnessssen Su S. 14 @ARKANSAS-PINEBLUFF . 
5.21 @PTSBURGH..... 52 seus -2 S21 ladsonSuate 
5. 28 TENNESSEE S28 Nicos State 
01 Weta. 8D au 06 eR 
0. 19 evRGMATEGH a Ee bore 0. 12 Misisipivaey State 
6 OE A 2 esRGiANoING uo & 
ieee NL 9 NEW MERIC ... 6 i 
u porte NC 16 Clad State. MB 
N. 23° GNOTREDAME N23 GAIRFORCE. nia “Genb Gol " 
A 30 _@boston cou... 07 eww freeman hierar 
oak eg Shana Colors Sart (adi Ton CaCl rk Bak 
‘Nickname Scart Krights 2001 Record:2-9 ‘Nickname: Aztecs 2001 Record:3-3 Southeast Missouri St. Cape Girardeau, MO ‘Nickname: loguos 2001 Record: 7-4 
‘ans Monicelo 
Sacramento State Sacramento,CA Sama Jose State San bse, CA SOE LINO 
i ae 31 GARANSASSTE 
5.7 @SLMARYS(CA) eo ee 
$2 GiPoly .. S21 SLUNG 
5. 28 GIDAHOSIAE..... s 
5 Gifonie- Das, a 
0. 12 NORTHERN ARONA a 
0. 19. Parad Sate a 
0. 26 @EASTERN WASHINGTON 0. : preci 
A. 2 Mana Sate u Fr hy 
N. 9 @MONTANA.. . 23 Maho State 
No 16 Weber State... Le 
N. 23 Humboldt State x (Coach: Ray Gregory Colors: Scart & Bue 
Coach hn kk Colors: een Gold ee Southern Cal Los Angeles, CA a a ad 
Nikoame: tnt; 2001 Rcod:2-9 Minow Sent: 209 at SMe ———— 
‘Scaneah Sake Soaasse S14 ecoigeo0 Southwest Missouri State Springfield, MO 
Sacred Heart fairfield, CT i = oo) eee 3 
5.14 @MONMOUTH ND s7 os Bay 
S$. 21 Albany (NY) . Su on z ai 
S. 28 @SLARANCIS(PR) aa Kes 52 
5 Robert Morris Os 
an no os 
a 12 Sena ., ee u%6 an 
©. 19 estowrstooK ee re oe 
©. 26 Cena Connecti Sate Lr) io Hee s 
L, uB N. 2 Westemilingis .........000 
L + Atlacksooville, FL N16 @NORTHERN 1OWA .. 
‘each ici Wale Clor Be ge ooh Rad a oars Noon Whe 
Nickname: Tigers 2001 Rear:27 Southern Illinois Carbondale IL Nickname: Bes 2001 Recad6-5 
31 Retacty Weseon ee 
5 Southwest Texas State San Marcos,TX 
1 ECTRAL CHEN 5 ai SA 
S. 7 Midwestern State 
5 $7 ToasABMigsite 
S. eNORTHERN ARZONA.. 23831 : EA vesuies 
S. 21 Missive State ° S28 Souter 
S. 28 WESTERN ILLINOIS. Oo 0. 5 PORTLAND SINE 
0. 12. GIACKSONILESTATE ° i 
0. 19 steriené AUST w 7 
0. 26 MeNleese State ... Xu be 
N. 2 eNoRTWeSTERN STATE, Som 4 x 
16 cht Ste 3522 
Coach: erry Kal Colors: Maroon & White x 
N23 Southwest Teas State BER, | Gee Aemnintenata ‘Nickname: Sis 2001 Record: 1-10 % 
Coach: Ron Randeman Colors: Orange & White 
‘Nickname: Bearkats 2001 Record: 10-3 South Carolina Columbia, SC Souther Methodist Dallas, TX 
= A 31 WewMoia Sate AS tay 
Samford Birmingham, AL ? 57 Toasted js 
fl 7 evmaMa se SteFrancis (PA) Loretto,PA 
A 29 Worth Alobama SG eaeeeniaein a eT 
es S. 28 @vANDER@ILT 6 S28 SHAWN... sssseeeeeseee ST38 (OM) Sk Steers 
cicicees 7 es e Os S. 2 SacedHeant 
0 5 Messi State 164 = 
5. 21 Temeseeanin.. . ee. ania tes 
5 IAKSONLLESTAE on ae t He 
0. 19 AbomStte. bas t ae 
Ce Sa K 9 Alans ” 0% 
A. 2 @MURRAYSIATE re oe x a 
N. 9 Tennessee Tech fe X 9 
N16 @SOUTHEAST MISSOURI STATE Ls oe Fay 
‘Gack ake alors 
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NCAA schedules 
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5.7 Montana State St eee 4 
7 u 
SM Henderson State sit omen 
5.27 @NORTHERNOWA 20 Wapuae 230 
0. 5 Southam th 5 2 Jadsonile tate 350 0 
0. 12 eNicHoUsstaT OS Eaemiings Se 
0. 19 SamHouston Stat. an Sas 
0. 26 @UACKSONVMLESTATE 0% 104 
ND Males State. sssseesee Na an 
N. 16 @SQUTHWVEST TEXAS STATE... L Pe a3 
N23 Northwestern Sate bg Lea acinar ec) 
och Nie Sago Colors Ppl Be 
(ah ie Hern Colon: 
‘Niknae:Lumbeiocks 2001 Record: 6-5 Pre erie] 
UCLA Los Angeles, CA 
‘Stony Brook Stony Brook, NY ‘Tennessee-Martin Martin, IN 7 - aie 
SM Stlohns( 1316(00) 129 Soatwest Bap S. 4 @ORAnOMA STATE 
S71 @WAGheR “se SS Twa. cat Giese 
5S, 28 Aary IY)... 28 ae 5, 28 @SAUDIEGOSTATE 
0.5 STFRANGSIPA) ..... 
©. 12 @MONMOUTH (, x 
0.19) Sacedteat a 
0. 26 asus Hy 
A. 2. CENTRAL CONNECTKUTSTATE n 
He 9 Robert Mois a a 
N16 Canisius ” 
(ack So mh Colas Saket 8 ay Ls 
Niiname:Seavohes 2001 Read: “aoc Sam Weal Caos ge 8 Be 


Syracuse Syracuse, NY Texas Austin, TX 
2) @BRGIANYOUNG ey a 
57 North Carina su $7 
5.14 Rhodeband su 2017/07) ae 
S28 envevaw . a4 psec: 5) 
Pittsburgh . 4 eo Os 
an Tone. oe cm 3 
19 @wesT¥aMA es 
0% ow 
0 26 Rages. 
N22 05 
Ko? eur... uo K2 
N9 Virgie... 2 1% uo 
N16 @BOsTON CULE... BB OD X16 
N30 Mami i + mals 1 X30 
ack a ot olor ge (eck Na ow Clr ge (och ain Colors 
Nidame:Oargemen 201 Reed: 9-3 Wikname: aga 2001 Record) De 


streetandsmiths.cont 


Utah Salt Lake Gry, UT 


Virginia Charlottesville, VA 


‘Washington State Pullman, WA 


William & Mary Williamsburg, VA 


is RS) 3) NDANA 
ae @ 57 MAINE, soo 
5.21 eMIGHGAN 5 Se ee ee: 
S. tf... a 12 enOrSTRA 
0. 12 SANDIEGO STATE a ©. 19 eneW HANES 
0. 19 lode sae, 0 ianemeen 
0. 26 enewmenco « Hd UM ssccsceen 
we i Nh 9 Rhodetand 
NW6 in ri 
M. iy a no 
ood on Mid Clos Cin White “Gooch ke Pe olor: san Gay 
Nickname: ies 2001 Reon: 7-4 Nickname: (0925 201 Record 
Utah State Logan, UT Weber State Ogden, UT 
31 eNEW MENEO 
is a aa ae ‘Western State AB fresno State 20:32 
NEBRASKA “CHARLESTON SOUTHER Eastem Oregon 431 GUN 
su be - sont conn 242 57 WestVigjinia 
su su t c 5. 14 Northern ins 
Sm sn ny S21 zona 
a4 re) x 0.5 PennSite.... 
a 19 as Ko 0.12. @WOIANA 
0% an X 0.19 Ohiosute 
No 0 0. 26 eMCHIGANSiATE 
N16 mov STATE 0.26 N2 e1own 
NN 30. @NIOOLETAWESSE STATE N2 9 nos. 
no N16 BMH ne 
Coach ick Denney Colon Be ite K6 : NS Minneta.scessesssesesseen STAR 
Nickname: Ayes 2001 Record -7 
“ooc aas Cors ed eo ET acs oot ary re Colors Carl Wie 
‘Nicame: yes 2001 Rear: 10 : 
UTEP dao des 2 Seen Wikname: Bags 2001 Record: 5.7 
A Same Virginia Tech Bldsbura VA oS ee ford Spartanb 
nee Ske 2032 Wofford Spartanburg, SC 
7 ekentucnY = ~ oa eaas oo et Uh 
5. 14 @OHLAHOMA nce ; ; Newterny 
5.20 Raw sesassses so ©. 26 Mami(Ai 345 S. 4 @SOUTHCAROUNA STATE 
Sm asanvosestare su Fa iy 5.21 OGEORGI SOUTHER ....ss.ses 1048 
A sso $2 9 Beton 1034 2 eur 
5 @NEW MENCOSTATE tees N20 evn O35 
9 Rese ries 30 ees aS 
2h) MUSA sin oO” ‘aoc ic adie Colors 0 Gad Boe ou 
No 2 BoeSute 0% ‘Ncname: Note 2001 Record -8 oe 
Noo eNO thet 8. 6 eALUOHUNSNE. 
N16. Souter Methods. a) Western Carolina Cullowhee,NC Fe eeertanseeaas ne 
N23 @UOUISANATEGH 3058 wx er ey = a ie 
‘oh Gary Nord Colors ‘envaurn 
como or t 5 ena Ls oe 
ca Gahan £21 edu mee 2825 Coach ie yrs Colors 04 Gl Bok 
Le taped S28 astlennesee State 206 ‘Mkname: riers 2001 Record: 47 
Nickname: ois 2001 Rec 3 0.5 efURMAN iat 
Valparaiso Valparaiso, IN D z fl 
te Re ae 
$7 Morehead Ste cscsccepnecneensn tO ae Seep ‘Wyoming Laramie, WY 
5.14 Complete Wagner Staten Island, NY O % Catwas 8 = 
5. 21 @TENNESSEETECH S. 7 GUASALLE Preralynel Ae ‘A. 31 @TENNESSEE: 
5. 28 @SLJOsePHS(N) 47 5. lana ioe et ie 
0. 5 GORE 5.21 Stony Bok 3052 Coach Tet gg Clos Rape 8 Gold su 
S28 eMARST Nickname: (oiomouns 2001 Record:7-4 ei 
0. 2 Dayo... 
tebe 0. 5 eALeaNy or) 3035 as 
1 12 Robert Monts... 3049 Western Illinois Macomb, IL on 
0. 26 SANDIEGO 
©. 19 @ST.FRANCIS(PA) 2387 09 
17 ie ¢% Sam es erin 2 
i eure Nh 2) @SACRED HEART. re S21 enORTHERN N2 
Boke! N 9 CENTRAL cOMMECHGUTSE 24-7700) 5 249 Noo 
(ach Tan Hone Coors: Bown Bald N16 @uCaSONMUE 0 me's] n6 
Nickname: Crusaders 2001 Record: 3-8 ‘Coad Wot Hanelne Colors Geen Wake t rt N30 
: + aNashl TH 
Nickname: Sechowks 2001 Record: o 741 
Vanderbilt Nashville, TN * gern Coach: Vic Koning Colors: Brown & Yellow 
hh @GOROATEGH Wake Forest Winston-Salem, i sa | Mate ee 
$7 Forman A 3835 
5.14 @AUBURH ... ‘ 9 Yale New Haven, CT 
5. 21 emisist mS a " S 2 Sandiego 
28 South(arlna s Western Kentucky Bowling Green, KY sap MOREL eee ee 
12 NiddleTennese State... s | LL i ee : 
19 OCEOREIN soernrsneee 0 338 su ca 0. 12 eDARTMOUTH scabs RAS 
Connect a 235 Sn avenge eae 
an 58 
0 “3231 as 0, 26 Penasphania..ccrssnsenesnee 
x et au No 2 Cumbia... ant 
x on K9 eeROW.... 
cane ata om $f ts Sami 
‘coc abe alors: Bak OU Galt uo = 
Manne hromateso! Baroy, Nickname: emen Den 2001 Record 6-5 N16 Sar20 onc ackSeieColors ke Be 8 White 
ai Gokbdiintagh Gleseaiiae ‘Wickname:Buldos 2001 Record: 35 
lanova Villanova, PA ar (Niciname:lidtoppers 2001 Record: 3-4 ————— 
rig eeseeesieeseati idigniaeaan Youngstown State Youngstown, OH 
ate fa a ee oe ws 
male sn EB eda state be 
S21 ae Cae es su 
2 as a S 
Dn te a8 on 
aw 
on 0% on 0» 
No w2 ies 0% 
No va) a N 2 Southern. 
NL 16 ‘hod and N16 N16 N 9 @UUNOSSTAE 
N23 _GOELAWARE 194 MB NB N23 Samird 
‘och oy Colors Whe oath Nebel oars Pape Gold ‘acd Gry Darel Clos rn Cd ‘oad or eek Colors Scare 6 Whe 
Feralas nseie sable tron fecacabet aoe, Widnes 2001 Record 5-6 ‘ighname: Penguins 2001 Recrd8:3 


Whw.streetandsmiths.com 


Division I-A 
NCAA Statistics 


DIVISION I-A INDIVIDUAL LEADERS 


Passit 


Receptions Per Game 
YEAR G CT YDS 1) C/G 


Po INT 


‘Rex Grossman, Florida nu 39559 65.57 n 3.04 389%, 4 861 708 ‘Kevin Curtis, Utah St. JR 11 100 1531 10 9.09 
David Carr, Fresno St. B 46-308 A 7 447 9 Q 882 166.7 ‘icky Willams, Texas Tech SRN 2 67 4 a 
‘Wes Counts, Middle Tenn. St. Ww 259 188 N59 4 14 27 7 656 166.6 Josh Reed LSU MR 12 94 «17407 ih 
‘Ryan Dinwiddie, Boise St. uo Mw a2 on 34 OB Po 901 1647 Darius Watts, Marshall 90 12 9 147 8 ie) 
Byron Leftwich, Marshall n 40 HS 67.02 7 9 4132 38 809 46 Don Shoals, Tulsa SR 1 75 8 4 13 
Jeff Smoker, Michigan St. w Bo Mh 6261 7 304 23 aT 73 VS ‘Marquise Walker, Michigan SRW 81 1043-17 
Brandon Doman, Brigham Young 1 40826163978 1.953542 3B 8091597 Rashaun Woods Oklahoma St sO 11 a0 1023 10 7.27 
Chis Rix, Florida St. mR Nn 786 (165 5789 3 455 74 4 89 1566 ‘Ryan McGuffey, Wyoming 9 6 71 1 72 
Jeff Krobn, Arizona St. sO w 23 us 53.9 7 3 1942 J 892 1534 ‘Reno Mahe, Brigham Young RB 98 WN 9 7.00 
‘Nick Rolovich, Hawai SR 0 5 (BB STS3 im 2 3361 uw 840 1305, Bodney Wright, Fresno St. SR 13 91 1337-10700 
Casey Clausen, Tennessee 0 nD 354 aT 64.12 pF 2154 209 2 on 150.0 ‘Ashley Lelie, Hawaii WR 12 84 1713 19 7.00 
Darian Durant, North Carolina mR n pz) a2 6.68 10 48 eR W 762 1093 ‘Edgell Shepherd, San Jose St, SR 12 B3 1500 14 6.92 
Bobby Pesavento, Colorado Rk 9 19S GLAS, Sf 288TH 8 576 1490 Billy Mellen Vigna WR 12 83 1060 12 692 
‘Kyle McCann, lowa SR n 26 48 64 487 1867 6 7.08 MBS Justin Gage, Missouri ON 74 920-5 63 
John Welsh, Idaho SR 9 284 183 OM 5 176 215, 8 634 473 Delwyn Daigre, Louisiana Tech sk 9 60 «770 6 667 
Tavares Bolden, Toledo SR wv Bw mm 873 5 Wn By B 447 WIS LaDaris Vann, Cincinnati MRM 73 902 3 6.64 
‘Ben Roethlisberger, Miami (Ohio) rR Nn 381 24 63.25 B 341 3105, & 656 M65 Josh Davis, Marshall 9 12 79 91 5 658 
Rohan Davey, LSU SR Rn 7 OW 913 10 2 BAT % 490 46S 
Ken Dorsey, Miami (Fa) RNB 1k 57868282652 BoB M61 Interceptions 
‘Bi Manning, Mississippi 0 n 8 259 648 9 pi) De 3 7.60 MAB YEAR G NO YDS 1D UG 
Dave Ragone, Louisville IR n 383 Bt 031 7 133 3056 B 601 135 
David Greene, Georgia fR Wo 3M 92 $9.26 9 U8 18 v 525 33 ‘Edward Reed, Miami (Fla,) SR MN 9 206 2 82 
Geouge Godsey, Georgia Tech RK 1 3 09ST 286 3085 % 461421 {Lamont Thompson, WashingtonSti «SR 11 BHD 
Jason Gesser, Washington St. WR TN 335 184 5493 1 HD. Bs 74 420 ‘Kevin Thomas, UNLV. Ro oN 7 3 3 
io arin Opn Sou om Ww 96 S$ 1s Ms 2a. Seema an eee eee 
‘David Priestley, Pittsburgh sk W280 165 5893. 8 2% ’ 68 B83 ‘Nathan Vasher, Texas o n7wv7o EY 

Jonas Buckles, North Texas 0 9 5 90 

Toene io ns mune BOS 

Tony Jackson, Maryland kK ON 6 60 SS 

T Stunt Sweige Purue ons mo 8 

Rex Grossman, Florida 0 no 5 87 8 3896 49 3089.10 354.9 
Byron Lefvich, Marshal. | 6 a |S De 7 3820 Scoring 
David Cary, Fresno St. SR B 8 259 62 429 S64 4395 7.79 AD 338.2 YEAR G TD XP FG PTS PIG 
‘Nick Rolovich, Hawaii SR ww 4 157 153 4 B61 4543365 TAL M3385. ” 
‘Luke McCown, Louisiana Tech 0 VN 8? 3a 337 557) 481 625 3165 Luke Staley, Brigham Young RoW 2% 0 0 170 15.45 
‘Kil Kingsbury, Texas Tech a Nn 6 152 0 48 3502 5H MSH SBT OS 340 ‘Dwone Hicks, Middle Tenn. St, RU MW 0 0 148 13.45 
Brandon Doman, Brigham Young SR Bo 2 45 289456 3542 5590 39988733 3075 Chester Taylor, Toledo RW BO 0 138 1255 
‘Woodrow Dantzler, Clemson SR TW 206 1244 M0 1004 Be S334 65116 3058 ‘Todd Sievers, Miami (Fla) RoW 0 56 21 119 10:82 
Tak Kustok, Northwestern SR OWS 745165580 2692 5799322, $65 2975 Levron Williams, Indiana SRO 19 0 0 114 10.36 
‘Ryan Dinwiddie, Boise St. 0 non 26 159 OF 303 33.37 2855 Jeff Chandler, Florida SR 10 0 46 19 103 10.30 
Chris Rix, Florida St. i Ne 99 555166 389 74 35 BN 283.9 William Green, Boston College KR 10 17 0 0 102 10.20 
‘Marquel Blackwell, South Fla, JR WR MP 16 ‘7882 5831570 283.9. ‘Leonard Henry, East Caro, SR 1 1 0 0 108 9.82 
Rohan Davey, LSU SR 38 136132 4 347 5 335) B27 1B 279.3 Ricky Williams, Texas Tech SRM 18 0 0 108 9.82 
Casey Bramlet, Wyoming so Vo 8 23 B42 3069 ‘ST 3B 5.85 9 am ‘Eric Crouch, Nebraska SR 12-19 0 0 16 9.67 
‘Ben Roethlisberger, Miami (Ohio) FR 120 508319189. 3105 SO) 3246575 45 Asen Asparuhoy, Fresno St. KRW 0 55 DB 124 954 
‘Kurt Kitt, inois. SR no 3 8B 8 of Pa] MP 76 BO Ns ‘Ashley Lelie, Hawai R219 0 0 114 950 
Eli Manning, Mississippi 0 nM % 7 9 248 42 2957 6693) 2688 LaBrandon Toefield, LSU so 12 19 0 0 14 950 
Jose Fuentes, Utah St. R no” 4 Dh 80 3100 46 0C 2655 ‘Tim Duncan, Oklahoma SRO 12 1 45-20 1 92.25, 
Ryan Schneider, Central Fla, 0 no 31 5 4 9B 3M 879734 2617 Justin Ayat, Hawaii FR 12 0 54 19 11 9.25 
‘Dave Ragone, Louisville JR ND 2 30 We 6 056 ms WD 657 B 2602 Darius Watts, Marshall 90 12 1 0 0 0 9.17 
Jason Gesser, Washington St. JR Ve 820 346 43103. 279 47 2832, 6.795 2575 Keith Boyea, Air Force: SRO 1 0 0 0 9.17 
David Greene, Georgia mR No 2 aT 2789 3 83907638 2513 Josh Scobee, Louisiana Tech SO 1 0 M4 18 98 891 
Tavares Bolden, Toledo. SR w 62 32 % 26 BH 3532567), 7.4 256.7 Emmett White, Utah St. RON 1 0 0 % 873 
Patrick Ramsey, Tulane SR nN 4 53 168 NS 5 1 20 SN OD 264 Jeremy Flores, Colorado | SRM 0 40 18 94 B55 
George Godsey, Georgia Tech SR YQ 6 133 78 a5 3085 450 3080 6.76 1B 233 Dusty Mangum, Texas. FR 12 0 54 16 102 850 
Gino Guidugli, Cincinnati mR 0 47) 10 SS BB WA 8 68 m8 ‘Matt Payne, Brigham Young PR B 0 3 2 109 838 


"Touchdowns responsible for: TDs cored or passed for 


Rushing 
YEAR G CAR YDS AVG TD_YDS/G 


Chance Keetschmer Nevada FR_11. 3021732 5.74 15 15745 


Levon Wiliams, Indiana ee | 259850 Wiliam Gren, Boston College JR 10. 265 1559 5.8 1515590 
Bernard Berrian, Fresno St, RoW sR BT 469751 Luke Staley Brigham Young R11. 196 1582 807 24 143.82 
ewelde Moore Tulane SO an 756 gg 89 0 33 678 {ay Ned San Diego St. SRN 311. 1549 498015 14082 
Luke Staley.igham Young RoW 1882 BE ta Bia Anthony Davis, Wisconsin FR 11291 1466 504 11. 13327 
Emmett White, Utah st. RON 1361 BS 202018 . 320629 ‘eonad Henry East ao, SRW 184 1432 778 16 13018, 
Wiliam Green, Boston College Ro 1588260 oO 189 28862 Chester Tyo Toledo M11 266 1430 534 20 130.00 
Chris Douglas, Duke ee: ee) 28658 {Levon Wiliams nina SRW 22 1401661 1712736 
Chance Kretschmer Nevada Ro om ss oO 0 We 3ST Damon Hunter Utah SR 257 1396588 9 12691 
Brock Fosey, Boise St. a a a > an 28650 Marcus MeriweatherBallSt. SR 10-268 1244464 12 12440 
Bruce Perry, Maryland so on W359 o Ww mie 25 64K Emmett White, Utah St SRW 250 1361 544 13. 123.73 
Josh Reed LSU Roo a a en) 1031806 TravisStephensTennessee SR 12.291 1464 5.03 10 122.00 
Derek Abney. Fenty oon Ce ee ee 2 we 98 Meowelde Moore Tlane S012 263 1421 S40 8 11842 
Lary Ned, San Diego t. RON 154913 oer 3 RI S16 DahiranDiedick Nebraska” JR 11-233. 1299.5.58 15. 11809 
Tels Redmon, Minnesota ne ae Bs ‘von Coboure West Virginia JR 11 267 1298 485 9 118.00 
Helly Camp, Georgia Tech Rg Qo 76st 3 $8 1558 Jesh Stabe Kansas St. SR 1 240 1263 5.26015. 114.82 
Chester Taylor Toledo RoW 1 Mo oO ter ws 569 Jonathan Wells Ohio St. SR 11 232 1257 542 15 M1427 
Leonard Henry ast Carolina Roo woo O16 ; 20 782 rian Madden Navy SRB 27 905 417) 8113.13 
ChrisLacyidaho Ron Fr rs Pd 1780 Bruce Pm Marland $0.11 219 122 S67 10 12291 
Ashley elie Hawa Ron 0 7B 0 OB % 039 TU.Ducet Michigan St JAN 26 1B6 S24 10 11236 
Kein Cuts tah St Roo 5B 8 0 1556 103 1518 (tence Farmer Arizona $011 209 1229588 10 1173 
Travis Stephens Tennessee a ee) oR 30 sa Ginton Pot Miami (Ba) JR 71/220, 1200 SAS 10 109.09 
Damon Hunter Utah cn ) oO 6 28 557 Terrence lndson Central Mich. $0. 11.251 1190 474 10 108.18 
Anthony Davis, Wisconsin nn) ea: en) zi SOF Enis Haywood Jawa St SR 11 258) 1169145318. 10527 


Standings and statistics courtesy of the NCAA 
— SSeS 


160 www.streetandsmiths.com _— 


Punt Returns (minimum 1.2 returns per game) Rushing Offense Turnover Margin 
DYER 00S) AG] NO YDS TD AVG FUM INT GAINED FUM INT LOST _MARGIN/G 
Roman Hollowell, Colorado SR 29 S222 18.00 Nebraska: 12 672-3776 S62 47 31467 GAINED 
‘Luke Powell Stanford R19 3h 0 (1600 Rice 12 751 3378 450 30 28150 ‘Miami (Fla.) 8 u 45 236 
DeAndrew Rubin, South Fla. JR 2% 406 115.62 ‘is Force 677 3279 484 3% 273.25 Fresno St. B B 36 Ww 
Ronnie Hamilton, Duke R MW MM 1 1555 Indiana Th S41 2964 5.48 33. 269.45 Bowling Green v 7 35 155 
Dexter Wynn, Colorado St. 4 M4 0 1529 Kansas St. Th 606 2835 4.68 34 257.73 Maryland 0 uM 4 145 
‘Nathan Vashes Teas 0 7 Sh 1 MO Ohio ‘UW S67 2641 4.66 20 24009 Oregon 7 ’ 235 WwW 
Phillip Buchanon, Miami (Fla.) JR 31 464 «2497 MiddleTenn.St. 11 471 2615 $55 32 23773 Southern Califomia 4 a2 3B Wa 
‘Keenan How, Oregon. R32 4652S Glorado RSIS WAR 477 7 2850 Syracuse v B 30 125 
Deduan Groce, Nebraska: R33 469 114.21 ‘Alabama N42 2490 5.28 19 226.36 lowa St. 8 we % 1.09 
‘Bernard Berrian Fresno St. R39 552-1 THIS. ‘Wake Forest, 69-2438 400 27 22164 Purdue B % 36 1,09 
‘Domanick Davis,LSU Ro 263 1 13.84 Maryland M526 2428 4.62 33 220.73 Ohio St. 0 » w 10 
‘LO, Bryant, tahoma St. R DB WM 0 BAS ‘Utah No 505. 2408 477 23 21891 Washington St B 2 35 1.00 
Jahmal Fenner, UTEP Rm 1 7 0 BA Brigham Young 13 S05 2832. 5.6) 41 217.85 Teas B Ss B 092 
Jaret Riddle, Syracuse: 0 DR 8 1 BO Minnesota VW 465° 2389 5.14 20 27.18. ‘North Carolina St. % 7 B oO 
‘Troy Mason, UNLV RM MW 1 1290 ‘Kent St. 445 2375 5.34 W259 Virginia Tech 6 5) 091 
Dannye Fowler Southern Miss, = SRM) 138 OSS. ‘uN ‘Ve S07 2361 4.66 19 21464 ‘Oklahoma B » 3 0.83 
Damien Gary, Georgia 0 B 8 1 nS Toledo Th 495 2348 4.74 390 213.45 TexasTech 7 B Bb 082 
‘Andre Davis, Virginia Tech Rk 35 47 1 Boston College «11 451-2200 5.08 16 20818 Hawaii n 4“ 3 O75 
Dawon Gentry, Texas A&M FR 16 19) 0 A NewMericoSt. 12 $51. 2493. 4.52. 27 207.75 AicForce 4 “ B 067 
Donta Greene, Foledo RO MB 1 1240 Nevada VN 474 2266 4.78 20 206.00 Rice w Rn 2 0.67 
Punting (minimum 3.6 punts per game) Rushing Defense Passing Offense 
G CAR YDS AVG 1D YDS/G GATT CMP INT PCT YDS AVG TD YOS/G 
Tvs Dorsch Purdue ko 4 BM 4837 UB 1333 630 1896 573, eida 1 454 20913 GM 457 961 B52 
Dive Zs Ohio Sk 50 280 4560 VirgiaTech 1137 788202776 Hawal 12 570. 327-16 S737 4576 803 41 33 
‘Andy Groom, Ohio St. SRN 44 1981.45.02 Tennessee 384 04 267 8 B53 ‘Marshall 247 197 66.88 4201 881 40 3501 
‘Steve Mullins, Utah St, WR 50 241 44.82. BowlingGreen 11 372-949-255 5 (8H3 ‘daho- M497 30915 62.17 3826 7.70 28 M78 
John Skaggs, Navy SO 10 48 215) 44.81 ‘New Mexico, Th 383 961-251 9 BA Texas Tech 11 569 39011 66.54 30 652 273373 
Glenn Pakulak, Kentucky WR OM 56 2492 44,50 Teras RD 385 1074 279 123 BIS. Fresno St. 3 4830-31 8 64394336 898 42 333.5. 
Brooks Barnard, Maryland JR 1 S4 2401 44 A ‘Oklahoma 2 430 1079 251 5S BD Brigham Young 13 486 3159 64.81 4225 8.69 39 325.0 
an Mach Amy Ro 5) Dd 439 Michigan 381 996-2559 99S LouiamaTech 11-482 2834 SBT HR 7.14 303130 
Curtis Head, Marshall JR 12 45 1996 44.36 Maryland VY 387 97 258 5 6 Central Fla N 407 B02 56.51 339183321 308.3 
Nate Fikse, UCLA ROW S33 BAR 19 ww No 3% 10382-27412 BB ‘Washington St. VW 393-2412 S445, 3310 842 30 300.9 
‘Adam Stiles, Baylor SRN 70 30884417 Kansas St. Vo 364 1067 291 6 HS isu 2 4 B82 57.91 3578 871 18 298.2 
Jatad Preston, East Caro, JR OM 451983 44.07 Florida WooM7 NO 3.7 41000 Tulane 52 24 STAD M98 683 27 NS 
Damon Duval, Auburn JR NST 2244 44,00 Souther Miss, 113801017294 WY 101.5, ‘Utah St. ‘1 459 27021 58.82 3168 6.90 25 288.0 
JeffFerquson Okaboma == SRT 713124 44.00 Toledo We 385701162 3020131056 Michigan St TW 355° 208 10. 58593134 88 24 THD 
Jonathan Kilgo, Georgia JR 421838 43.76 Georgia Th 386 1973.00 9 1088 ‘Wyoming ‘TN 43822820 52.05 3106 7.099 2824 
Adam Wulfeck, Cincinnati SRM 64 2800 43.25, Alabama WH 382-1998 3.14 15 108.9 ‘Washington ‘Ni 389-214 1655.01 3074-790 152195, 
Tony Yelk, lowa St. FRO ON 441925 43.75 ‘Stanford 3421206 3.53 12 1096 Georgia Tech 2 413 26414 63,92 3347-81019 2789 
Jason Simpson, Fresno St. R13 602620 43,67 Fresno St. 3 467 1430 3.06 12 1100 ‘San Jose St. 2 487 40 2B 5492 3324-761 2227.0 
Field Goals Total Offense Passing-Efficiency Defense 
YEAR G FGA FG PCT FG Ga a G_ATT COMP PCT INT PCT YDS YOS/ATT TD_PCT RATING 
Todd Sievers, Miami (Fla,) JR V1 26 2 808 1.91 13 991-7057 7.12 82 54285. ‘Miami (Fla) NBO 129 4448 27 9311520 5.24 5 75.60 
Jeff Chandler Florida RW DW BF 190 VL 788 $8037.36 61 S2755 Nebraska ‘W395 171 4329-19481 2083 5.17 82.03 BT. 
Steve Aza Nother SO % 20 769 182 12 880 6060 689 6150500 Vaal 354 T6158 19537 S178 26 52 
Jarvis Wallum, Wyoming RoW BW 370 182 13 (983 6464 658 65 497.23 Texas, 1 369 187 5068 15 407 1760 477 6 1.63 88.0 
Travis Dorsch, Purdue SR 1) 25 20 BOO 1.82 Ve 781 5296 678 56 481.45. Ottahoma 2 38 17 21 $22 2075 S429 235 8902 
‘Asen Aspanuhov, Fresno St. RB 0 B I 17 TE 872 S113 5.86 42 464.82 Kansas St, No 320 152 4750 18 5.63 1825 570 13M 95.50 
Tim Duncan, lsoma Sk 2% 0 7M 167 12855 $552 649 61 46267 Martha 12403 20350378199 2165 537-9 23985 
Jeremy Flores, Colorado SRW 18 750 Th 762 5003 657 59 454.82 WestVinginia 11 251 122, 4861 11438 1504 5.99 7-279 99.37 
Josh Scobee, Louisiana Tech SON 2 WB 88 164 Vi 871 4993 5.73 35 45391 Texas AM ‘369 206 5583 4379 1987 5.38 7 190 99.70 
‘Luke Manget, Georgia Tech R12 2B 19 679 158 840 4967 5.91 54 451.55 Boston College 11 313 154 4920 18 5.75 1911 6.11 113.51 100.58 
Justin Aya, Hawali R12 29 19 655 158 12 862 5418 629 4745150 ‘uw M38) 19) 013 1289 2083 SA? 123.15 10064 
Billy Bennett, Georgia SON 25 17 680 155 WR Tl SAA 622 451.17 Southem Miss. 11 373 194 S201 14 3.75 2197 589-8 214 10105 
‘Vladimir Borombazin, New Mexico SR 11 18 17944 1,55 TH 822 4889 5.95 50 44445 orida 365 20) $507 123.29 2015.73 5137 ONT 
David Hill, Navy SR 10 16 15 938 1.50 T2862 5333 6.19 57 4442 UGA M349 165 4728 16 458 BB 627 12 34 102.14 
Damon Duval, Auburn HRV 26 16 61S 145 ‘TW 942 4872 5.17 43 44291 inois Ti 3% 193 4874 18 455 2363 5.97 16 404 10307 
Nick Novak, Maryland Ro 2 16 640 145 VW SR 4837 S55 49 439.73 Pittsburgh ‘VN 342 WL 52926 17S 18M—5.33 10-292 103.84 
Tac Derr, Akron SRW 18 15 833 1.36 Th 837 4825 5.76 50 438.64 ‘Uh 35 7349.29 10285 2094 5.97 12 342 105.00 
Kickoff Returns (minimum 1.2 returns per game) Total Defense Scoring Offense Scoring Defense 
FAR NO YDS TD AVG G PLAYS YDS AVG TD YDS/G 
Chis Massey, Oklahoma St. WR OWS 5221 34.80 Texas 754 2834 3.76 2 236.17 Brigham Young 13 608 468 82 ‘Miami (Fla) N10 94 14 
‘Chad Owens, Hawail PR BOT 233.63. Virginia Tech No mS 2617 361 7 237.91 ‘Alorida ‘Ne 482-438 61 Virginia Tech Wo? B47 
Derrick Hamilton, Clemson FRO OS 476 31.73 ‘Kansas St. ‘TV 684 2886 4.22 21 26236 ‘Miami (Fla) 475 43.2 59 Texas DQ Wd 137 22 
‘Tom Pace, Arizona St. SRW 587 3D ‘Oklahoma ‘12 BIZ 3154 3.88 18 26283 ‘Fresno St. 3 525 404 65 Oklahoma ‘12166 138 18 
Covey Parchman, Ball St. SR 1S 465 231.00 UAB N79 2925 407 24 26591 Hawaii 2 43 403 61 Florida M155 141 19 
Roc Alexander, Washington «SO. 19555292 Miami(fla) «11758-2980 3.93 14 27091 Teas 2 40 392 6 Nebraska 12 189 158 24 
David Mikel Bose. so 2 7 1 2836 Ficsbugh 1-786 «3131 398 23 286A Nebraska «249.374 GO KansasSt. =H 179 163 TN 
Aaron Lockett, Kansas St. SR 397 1 2836 Nebraska 2 83 4G 424 4 281.17 ‘Marshall 2 48 373 61 Southem Miss. 11 186 16.9 21 
Herb Haygod,MichiganSt. SR 18 S242 2758 Alvida M1 723192 448 19 29018 ——MiddeTeon St. 11408 371. 56 Michigan 18217522 
Jason Armstead, Mississippi R19 S241 SB Teras ARM ‘798 3234 405 4 254.00 Stanford N48 37.1 54 Louisville 2 23 78 
PeieRebstok,oloadost, SR 189560756 Souther Miss. 11753 3318 440 21 30127 —Missisippi_—11_2391.-356 55 SouthemCalforia 1.197 17923 
‘Ivory McCann, Texas Tech FR RD 606 1 DSS ‘Michigan ‘VW 77S 3318 428 22 301.64 Maryland 390 355 49 South Caroling 11 202,184 4 
‘lan Amundson,Oregon, RWB 354 0 TB Temesee 12778-3643. 468 27 30358 = South, = M1387 «352 SS Centalfia, =H 2H 185 BB 
Josh Davis, Nebraska 0 6 6S 0 UO Notre Dame Th 690 3354 4.86 25. 304.91 ‘Washington St. 11. 387. 352 50 Utah ‘No 208 18S 26 
Fred Gibson, Georgia FR 43750 6.79 North Grofing 12 835-3664 439 30 305.33 TerasTech Ti 386 35.1 50 Texas A&M 1 204 185 24 
John Stone,Wake Forest SR 2 $B 1 2673 CentralFla. = 11 729.3381 «4.64 23. 30736 Toledo Vi 384 349. 50 UAB 1 206 187 4 
Larry Johnson, Penn St ROW 454 «1671 Utah W719 3390 471 26 30818 Lovisanatech = 113823477 Georgia Vi 208 189 26 
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Receptions Per Game 
YEAR G CT YDS 1D C/G 


Tony Rome, aster I R10 WT ORT 2s 999M TTaR DrewAmeron CalStNortidge JR 1097 4 $9.70 
Rocky Bute Hofstra Rk oN BS 06 84 BM 9a8 30 896. 17 Chas Gesnex Brown 9 BT 1 922 
fran Hall Lehigh R81 6 OB West 95716 9091672 Crt Moms, Harvard R97 98 12 789 
Nel Rose Harvard R 8 Wm aM Ss 180-924 1S 75861 Billy Brown, tale Sk 9 7) 9466 7.89 
Damell Kennedy Alabama. ko M7 SND 389.1033 9S S81 Taylor Jackson St. Sho MBM MT 7.64 
Grant Swallows Tennessee Tech hs) wes Bo 933 87ST SBT Jesh Smet Lehigh SR 1 74 a 2740 
Josh McCown, Sam Houston t Roo 3688 1H 845 8501560 Ayia Hoimes, Samford, Ry 7% 2 8 740 
Dave Coley Wiliam & Mary Ron Wi wo 8 34 9B 6S Jonathon CooperSamtoustonst. SRM 78 130) 177.09 
Justin Hofer Saced Heart ® 1 Mm 13 5635 8 BN 8 B84 SIS Jim Horn, Bucknell R 9 39 7M 3 656 
‘ston Wood Portland St. RN 366 7B 5855S mo 8h 6 SID Terry Chaves, Portland t SRM 71 1086 12 645 
Bret Gordon, Vilanova RN 3 Ww 839 wT 790 65h 87 ama Ro, Hofstra SR 1 7 M2 15 636 
Mark Gey Fordham Ron Me HR ON m0 78 8ST WiliePonder Southeast Most. = JR WV. 70. 1090 11) 636 
Marcus Brady a St. Northridge Sh 48357 as 335 78k 784 TD ftuMolden, Montana SR 12 76 M5 4 633 
fred Slanoa, Eastern Wash Rn 9 Ds Ob OB 3057 807685 Fob Milanese Pennytvania Sk o9 ST 69 3 633 
TimLevek, Robert rts Rk 9 267 152 $693.10 m0 79 2 3H 180 Devin Lewis Souther. SRM 6 1052 8 627 
Samm Clemons, Westem Rk 1 32 6 wi 85 6S Javarus Dudley Fordham S01 69 1061 9) 627 
Tom McCune, Colgate Ro 9 37 M607 3381S SAD 
BilyNaplr Furman RoW 7 1 RBS 85H NS Interceptions 
Preston Parsons Norther ho 8% IM $173 NOY 7H GD NO YDS 1D VG 
‘Shannon Hams Tennessee St. SRN 5528 6ST 308787 HBT HOT. YEAR G_NO VG 
Jake Eaton, Maine RW Wl W745 77) 676 T Jon Ambrose St Peters RoW Nm 2 190 
Wes Pate Stephen FAustin Sh 10 3h 1985828 BHD D719 569397 Mask Kasmer Dayton RW 9 223 9 
Bian Baker, Austin Peay Sh 923886? 787 6 G69 Leigh Bodden, Duquesne Row 9 S11 9 
EticRasmussen San Diego S09 (Sh S787 93S BOYS TT Jamar Wiiams, Morgan St. RN 8 41 
yle Rowley, Brown e937 TSS 3NG: BS] 78G— NG CSCS2NSCS Tony Tile East Te. St so 7 1m 0 6 
Terence Arnold Southern ko 7 50 0) 
Chuck Wesley Rhode sand SRN 7 18 1 oh 
Total Offense RUSHING PASSING “TOTAL OFFENSE AtSaith Nertheastem eet ot 
YEAR _G_CAR GAIN LOSS NET ATT YDS __ PLAYS _ YDS _YDS/PL_TDR* YDS/G LeVar Greene, Youngstown St RN 7 BT 


Marcus Brady Cal St Northridge sa [10 104 se” om a7 | ae ouass | 532 sor 683682 . 
Robert Kent Jackson St. So | Br 529 359 0} 458 361s | 5H 64 31 3A Scoring 
Aocky Butler Hofstra Sh} 1 is 63 190453 | was ga | 450 836 313422 eT eT OP KG FS Pe) T 
Darel Kennedy Alabama St sk] 2 97 595) a7 358 | ae 5% 333058 ECA A Bai 
Josh McCown, Sam Houston St. Sk} 199 45298354 | a) ass | a3 751 32 244 Brian Westbrook, Vilanova SRM 290.0. 176. 16.00 
‘uston Wood, Portland st Rin st Bs me on | 366 200 | a 7393 19 Jesse Chatman Easter Wash. SRM 2800 172 15.64 
Fred Salanoa, Eastern Wash, SR | 35 153 53100 3793057 a4 763% 287.0 -LR Taylor, Easter I RW 2 0 0 120 1200 
‘Shannon Harts Tennessee St. SR | 11 63 295 166 129. | 382 3008 | as 705-26 2852 ULMays Yevagsn PDMS CMOS END 
Ayan Day, New Hampshire SR} 11 138 654 178480] 379 2605 si 597 16 2805 Stephan Lewis New Hampshire JR WV 19 0 0 120. 1091 
Sam Clemons, Wester SR} 10 a6 319 ter 138 | 302 2615 | 388 71019 53 Sci yan,Peonsyania SRO 916 00196 1067 
‘Quinn Gray, Florida ABM SR | 10 78 3457198 380 2498 458 589 19 268.6 Louis lvory, Furman SRW 19 0 0 114 10.36 
Wes Pate Stephen Austin SR | 10 100 320 as ag | 3386 |e 620 18 2690 Mike Malan, Brown, SANGSETS ON OT BO 100 
Ayan Leadingham,CalSt.Northridge FR | 11 83377174203 393-2753 476 62) 7 2687 ‘Adrian Peterson Ga,Southern SR 111800110 10.00 
‘Brett Gordon, Vilanova. RY] MN 3% Bw 9 | 382 307 42 708-25 2653 Johnnie Gray, Weber St SR 1B 0 110 10.00 
Marko Glvic Lafayette so} 0 56 357 76 ws | 33 260 | 49 616 9 6A YohanceHumphery Montana SR_1219 00 1169.67 
‘ave Coley, Wiliam & Mary [1 108529 a ts | 288 2584 | 391 74 2 285 Mada Riyal Sacred Heart SRAASETE OURO RNI 
Brant Hall Lehigh sh} 8 87 46 40 | 176 168s | 263 796 16 2618 Jonathon Cooper Sam HoustonSt. SR 11 170 0 102927 
Wle Rowley, Brown Ee ee 360 633-16 612 Josh Rue, Duquesne Hh 1015-0 0 99 9.00 
Tiler Glade, Weber St. R | so 9 2m am | 32 m3 | 42 63 2 2606 yan Fuqua, Portland St. FAM N60. 0. 96873 
Well Rose, Harvard SR | 8 67 92 6 M6 | 196 80 | 65 7315 2595. Ci Madson Eastern Ry. PRERTG. OLE GEIB BE. 
icky Rane, Corel sR] 9 1m 47 136 am | 355 1588 | 457 43 306 Jay Schulze Yale R70 0 0 6 857 
Mark Carney, Fordham SR] MST M8 06) 2700 4 64 7 M83 Troy Griggs, Eastern Wash. SRN 0 5) 93 BAS 
taVandeve Drake mw | 9 116 693 150 543] 226 667 | 342 64 13 456 Brian Morgan, Grambling FRM 0 39 18 93845 
‘Todd Wenrich, Bucknell. Ro} 7 38 2 6 | 3 BD 455 S37 M3 Matt Meringer Monmouth SR 10 4 0 0 64 840 
Grant Swallows, Tennessee Tech Rk] 0 4) 165 273 |S} 2361 a 6 19 RA AR Revere, Ga. Southern SR 10 14 0 0 64 840 
“Touchdowns responsible for: TDs scored or passed for Chas Gessner, Brown, Ro9 WO 0 74 B22 
All-Purpose Running Rushing 

YEAR G RUSH ___REC PR KOR YDS YOS/G PLAYS _ YDS/PL YEAR G CAR YDS AVG TD_YDS/G 
Brian Westbrook, Vilanva Roo OS SB O28 Bes 3B BAB Jesse Chatman, fastemWash, R11 285 2096 735 24. 19055 
‘esse Chatman, Easter Wash, RN 2H ee) mm 780 LMcKanas Northeastem SR 11) 342. 1756 5.314 150.64 
Stephan Lewis New Hampshire Ro Ws oan mp 738 Brian Westbrook, Vilanova R11 2491603 644 22. 145.73 
Johnie Gry, Weber St. Ron Wn Ww 8 1691367650 Ais jan, Peansyhania SR 9 267 1304 488 15. 144.89 
urtis Cooper Southeast Mo St A oN 98 SSO 19336 3017.07 fyan Fuqua, Portland St FR 11 210 1586 755 15 144.18 
Drew Amerson,ClSt Northridge” JR TSAR BS wo 6B Johnnie Gray Weber St. SR 11) 305 157115.15 15. 14282 
Ayan Fuqua, Portland t Roo 586 701983 Bua BI 883 Ryan Johnson MontanaSt. JR 11. 303.1537 507 14. 13973 
‘Li. ManasNortheastem cD mig 358 YohanceHumpheny Montana SR 12303-1658 54717. 13817 
YoanceHurmphery, Montana ee a} 0 256 113385993 Cl.Modson Easter, FR 9 217 1221 $63 1213567 
Maru Kng Northern Ai Cn en) re ed 1960 676 Louis ory Furman SRN 2511482 5.9419 1135.64 
Andre Raymond, Eastern Oo 9 7 mm 0 SB 1610 810.16 Adan Peteson,Ga Southern SR_11. 261.1459 559 18 132.64 
Javarus Dudley, Fordham oon ee a W018 1757 iLMays Youngstown St. SRW 27 16 6372113145 
tris Ryon,Pennsyhvania a nr} ost 1456 BSB SamDorset,Robert Moris JR_9 195 1166 5.98 10 129.56 
ich Masini, Wiliam & Mary ou a TD ASS 8 m3 Rondy Rogers Jacksonvile St JRL 212 1417 6.6813 12882 
Ryan Johnson Montana St. Ron 17h o 7 159 15931 M546 Maras King Norther Az. SR 10.224 1287 5.59 12870 
Toby Moeves, Morehead St. aon 4 8 3 1883 13.00 a2 2032 ‘Stephan Lewis New Hampshire JR 11. 249° 1390 $38 14 12636 
(Ch. Hudson Easter iy Ro 9 mR oun 13233588 David Jamison Rhode land SR 113071320 430 10. 120.00 
Tel Adams Missi alley ku [es ee U8 3 ‘Tal Easter WR YO) 185. 1177 6360098 911770 
‘Anyi Holmes Samford Rw 9 wh owt 199 13990 1031455 Mike Mala, Brown SR_ 9 170 1059 623 15 11767 
Mays Youngstown St RoW Ww 8 BT Wis 9 «G74 Reston Ens, Maine SR 10) 25 1157 5.14 81 15,70 
has Gessner Brown R39 312100 0 BB 15.9 3 1326 FredBostengWestem Cao, $011.29 15-535 12. 10136 
fondly Rogers, Jacksonville St. Row mW 0 1603 WR R106 Tom Koutses, Southern RoW WB 12448 9 11109 
‘Mike Farrell, Austin Peay sR 9 0 6 m Bi) 1298 wa 41381 Donte Smal, Duquesne SR 9 219 985 450 6 109.44 
‘ous ory, Furman Rom wo om 123163598 Cots Cooper Southeast Mat SR11/ 2227/4198 5405, 10891 
Josh Snyder Lehigh sR 10 om ms o MIs 14150 1 1555 Grin Watson, Fordham SO 10 2 1076530 6 10760 
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I-AA INDIVIDUAL DIVISION I-AA TEAM LEADERS 


Punt Returns (minimum 1.2 returns per game) Rushing Offense Turnover Margin 
oe Se G CAR AVG 1D YDS/G FUM INT GAINED FUM INT LOST _MARGIN(G 


Curtis DeLoatch, N.C. A&T SO 20 530 5 2650 Ga. Southern Tl 616 3560 5.78 42 323.64 GAINED 
Junior Adams, Montana St. RD 381 3 1905 ‘Wester iy. ‘Ti 668 3335 499 33 3.18 ‘StPeter’s » a a7 3.18 
Ryan Jones, Dayton SR 2B 415 2 1804 Youngstown St. 11 569 3083 5.42 35 280.27 ‘Sacred Heart 7 B 9 210 
Ziel Sith Hampton RD su 4 TR StMar/s(Gl) 11 607) 3074" 505° 25027945 Dayton 6 oF 208 
Joseph Jefferson, Wester Ky. Rk 2 7 1 WA Dayton i 5572982 535 42 271.09 Raneard R 2 4 1.67 
‘Rich Musinshi, Wiliam & Mary 0 7 MO 1 176 SouthemUtah = 115642926 5.19 24 266.00 Lehigh B uv 30 130 
Jerald Burley, Youngstown St. SO. 17,288 117,00 Wofford Th 637 2905 456 29 264.09 GlPoly w g) 0 WwW 
Terence McGee,Northwestem St. JR 20 337 01685 Richmond NL 67 «2748 431-20 249.82 Fordham 4 i) 33 118 
K.lkwuezunma,Chattanooga FR 1219511625 Easter fy. W 523 2389 457 28 23890 Grambling W an 38 118 
MathisGetune Cookman R387 2TH Rhodebdond) 11/615) 25721418 28023382, © Princeton 7 8 8 Mn 
Toby Moeves, Morehead St. SR 2B M3 2 1559 JacksomvilleSt. 11 466 4915.35 26 226.45 Hofstra B 9 2 1.00 
‘Tony Bares, Prarie View R 1% M6 1 1538 EasternWash. = 113872479 641-28 22536 ‘Northern Ariz. 6 B » 1.00 
Curtis Cooper, Southeast Most. SR 14 215 1 1536 Southwest Mo.St. 11 497 2463 496 29 22391 NCART nN 2 0 0.91 
‘Quentin Mitchell Northeastem = SO. 223292495 Furman Ni 492-2408 489 35 21897 Easter Ky. 9 v % 0.90 
NylerRandllfastemViash. SO. 22316-21436 StPeters 5652405 426 20 21864 Rn 7% 089 
“Kendrick Shani, Grambling R B 3B 2 130 Eastem i W 389-2168 5.57 26 216.80 ‘Northwestern St n “ Bb 0.82 
Punting (minimum ts per game) Rushing Defense Passing Offense 

YEAR G NO YDS AVG G (AR YS AVG TD YOS/G GATT CMP INT PCT YDS AVG TD YDS/G 
Eddie Johnson, Idaho St. RN 49 7D 46.33 Pennsylvania 9 259 52% 203 5 SBA Jackson St. 1 493 258 21 5233 3788 7.68 31 344.4 
‘Aaron Wall, Ark.-Pine Bluff JR 11 78-3402 43.62 St Peters MN 362 66 18S SBT CalSt. Northridge 10 42 258 1 5972 3383 783 4 3383. 
‘Mark Gould, Northern Ariz. SO 1 44 1909 43.39 AlabamaA@M 9367 889-242 13 BOB Tennessee St. N46 337 54.69 BM 780 30 3022 
‘Mark Spencer, Montana Ro St 2 43.16 Malleese St. 381 932-245 BAT Hofstra Th 336-2064 (6131 BN 985 30 301.0 
Alex are Dartmouth R 9 3 16s 2292 Lehigh 10 3 866 267 7 B56 Weber St 1 450 24 4 S422 389 731 28 2980 
Jimmy Sanchez, Cal St.Sac. SR 1 55) BS ARIS Eastern Ky. 1 3 869 279 1 HD ‘Alabama St. 12 395 229 «1S (57.97 3509 BBB 36 2924 
Dylan Mora, San Diego SR 9 39 1639 42.03 Richmond 335958 286 6 871 Portland St. 1 368 218 5S 59.24 3200 870 23 290.9 
Jimny Mines Wofford SO. 1) 48 2016 42.00 Bucknell W 372 83 240 5 B93 Easter Wash. W397 BT 13- 59.70 3180. B01 2B 288.1 
Travis Grubb, Chattanooga, JRO 692877 41.70 ‘Western Ky. TV 409 1055 258 9 959 Western Il 10 334 186 1255.69 25S 855 19 285.5 
Chris Steines, Delaware R 10 56 2334 41.68 NAST ‘M415 1064 25615967 ‘Sam Houston St. No o367 227 8 61853081 840372800 
Brent Barth, VMI WRT 642649 41,39 Wagner 9 343 881 260 15 990 Villanova Tl 388 26514 6830 3046 785 26 276.9 
‘Mike Scifres, Western ill, WR 10 42 TB 4136 ‘Grambling ‘M333 (1168 345 TT AS Howard ‘Ws 412-1840 44.66. 2.717 2B 2684 
David Sanger, Massachusetts. WOW 68 28124135 Colgate 10 305 1056 3.46 13 056 Florida ABM 10 408 207 14 S074 2668 654 18 266.8 
AaconBassEatTennSt 50. 585A Sandiego 9308 963313121070 Layette WO 415 B22. S590" 2651 639 2651 
‘Stanton Home, Western Caro, SO 11 49 2005 40.92 Norther Ariz. 11 3561186 3.33 12, 078 Brown 9 312 194 10 62.18 BS 7.64 7 2648 
EddiePena,ScuthwestMo.St. SR 11 43 17594091 Northwestem St. 11 418 1206-289 10 109.6 Yale 9 34 197 oN S412 B73 652 14 268.7 
‘Greg Mitchell,Northwestem St. SR 11 57 2318 40.67 ‘Albany (1) WW 355-10 3.138 9 ‘Southeast Mo. St. W413 258 54.48 295 7.01 20 263.2 
‘Nick Reynolds, Eastern Wash. SRW 41 1650 40.28 Sacred Heart W 32 13 307 13. GISt Sacramento M409 200-12: 5379283269218 -5T.S. 


BrianClayboun,Westem Ky. = FR M52 2089 40,17 


Field Goals Total Offense Passing-Efficiency Defense 
YEAR G FGA FG PCT FGIG| G PLAYS YDS AVG TD YDS/G G_ATT COMP PCT INT PCT_ YDS YDS/ATT TD_PCT RATING| 


BianMorgan Grambling FR 1125. 18720. 1.64 fastemViash. T1784 565972260 SI4AS ScPetes S107 038 TIO 1089 7 264 825 
Shane Andrus Mara St SO 10 2 15 682 150 Hofstra 11 750 5408 685 5B asT6s SacedHeart 10264 107 4053 2B R71 1460 627 7.8 
TaylorNorthropPrinceton SR 918137218 ApbamaSt. 128175152 708 6147933 faaemMy 10826) TT SB 766 6 178 279 
oyGiggsfasteriash, SRT 2014 700.127 PorlandSt. 11) 72905255 7200474773 Duquesne 10-28 138 49ND 7471487 7249 868 
Javier Garcia, idaho St RN 1% 4 78 1 GlScNorthidge 10 788 4687 595. 47 46870 Moles. 11 341 M6 28D 16 46158 926 1B 
MiHoambredeNothemlowe R11 19 14737127 TemeseeSt. 11856. STZ S97 5246473 Souther. 11 377 164 -BS0 S57. 2093 i 22 B82 
RyanRossnerStephenF.Austin SO 11 26 14 538 127 adsonst. 974583 S57 SA 45391 dsondle 10-80 BI AS76582 1670 8276 9164 
‘Bian Kelley. Leigh sR 1017 12706 120 Vilanove 1 768-70 647 53 45132 Grade 105411657 6 6301S 7 276 293 
VincePatricTerasSouthemn SO 10 19 12 6321.20 New Hampshire 11 874 4841 S65 43 449.18 Fehon 10 28 9 44 N43 BB 0 42 $303 
Ed KulcTowson SR 10 18 2 667 120 Brown 9 ee ams bat aT FondeAQM 10. 273 7 4286011 4031588 8293 937 
Navid Niakan Cal Ply RON DB sm 118 Hanvard 9 656 4005 611 41 44500 Dagon 20 330 415 31148 DR 4M 9562 
Mie (ja Wis PorlandSt. R117 13 76518 WeberS. 11 AG 4804 S78 46 AKT Westem Gro. 11 230 1094739" 13 S65 1439 527 ssa 
David Pretzer Souther Utsh JR 111913684 1.18 SamHousonSt. 11 770 4811 625 5543736 Wesemiy. 11 9 8B BSA 1510 6 23238 
ErikRoctold AppolacianSt. R913 107691 JadsonileSt. 11729" 4705645. 46 4773 GaSouthem 1 2571355253) 13 506 13RD Twn 9654 
Billy Condi rake R10 17 i 647 1.10 Wiliam & Mary 1757 4688 6.19 43 426.18 fem 13 1H S896 4281887 7124 %55 
Martin Becht Lafayet JR 107 1 71.40 fastemil. 106004246 7.08. 5042460 TenneseeSt. 1) 386 178° 4810-19 492° 234 131) 9587 
Arian Colsant Fordham SR ow 14 1 75 110 Menmeth 10-77 BAN AT DR 4B 9692 
Kickoff Returns (minimum 1.2 returns per game) Total Defense Scoring Offense Scoring Defense 
YEAR NO YDS TD AVG G PLAYS YDS AVG TD YOS/G Pees mG 1D] 
Gian Bratton Furman FM S37 St Peters N a7 WS 2 BTR EastemWash 146141960 StPeters N 9 82 3 
Toby Moeves MoreheadSti = SR17 51 30.71 Wester. 1 6682565 38H 16 RIB SacedHeart 10 419° 41958) Westemiy, 1712211. 16 
LeJuan Wilke, NicholsSt. FR 164821 30:13 Males. 172-7790 3.86 25 5366 Dayton 11453 412 64 © —Pemsyfania 9103144 
DustinWison,Albany NX) SO. -388 02775 Sacedteart 10 626257341119. 25730 Leigh 10038338350) GaSouthem | TI 3201200 17 
Terrance Patrick Mampton SO. 31, 8S3_ «2 SD Bucknell 10 67 2601 388 17 26010 Hofstra 1417379 58 Fuman 11154 4018 
Lennard Byrd Maine sR 575 1 038 GaSouhem 11 722 2875-39817 26136 Gambing! 1143737653) Dayton W197 152 
Gary Reed, Samford sk 7 46 0 79 Essemy, —10—«6#9«2635. 4051826350 SamHoostonSt. 11 412375 55 Duquesne 1015215218 
Ayan Jones, Dayton ko ao mB Doqesme 10.0 gan! 276 “A0T 1826760 GsSouthem 1410-37353) Sacred Hearth 0009520095219 
MikeWashingtonCharestonSo. JR 24645-22588 ipbdins. 1 S257 AI 29 027 AlsbamaSt. 12444370 61 Monmouth 10.154. 154. 20 
DemontayCarten tryst. SR 17455-12576 {IRaAeESenA EERIE Vilanora TST 36553) Easterky. 554550718 
Ssobeenaouse sb Tsao ase | Bemod 1 yh 481M Ran Ses gessh) eh IDSB SAD 
Indiana St. - 10) 355 35: 

WendallWillams,Rhodelsand SO 20 532-0 26.60 om isagee camera poten Brown 9 319 354 2 Richmond 1 189172 4 
Andre Raymond,éasterniil, =» SO. 18477, 2650. Pennsyhvania 9625-2554 4.09 4 28378 Furman, Tl 389 354 52 YoungstownSt. 11 191 17.4 24 
Johnie Gray Weber St SR 4 369 0 636 NorfokSt. 17513199 426 36 29082 JacsonSt. ‘11389354 SH MeNeeseSt. 1192-17525 
Michael Goss Jackson St. R 2 SM 0 2635 Dayton TTB 303. 446 23 291.18 TennesseeSt. 11-389) 35.452 Gtadel 1 18 183 B 
JavarusDudleyfFordham = SO. 287360 26.298 NorthwestemSt. 11 728 32111 44126) 29191 AobertMoris 9 310 344 42 —NorthwestemSt._ 11.204 185.26 
Tey Tharps Mester. SR 19 483 1 2595 Monmouth 1069195 4B 20 29250 GAStNonidge "10342734247! Colate 10) 189) 189° 23 
GhianWestrookVilanova = SRT 480.1588 YoungstownSt. 11737 3218437 24 20255; 


—compiled by Stephanie Brooks 


‘www.streetandsmiths.com 163 


RBSRR [RSSERRES S8588 88853 


BRSRRREES 


L 
3 
3 
6 
7 
3 
4 
4 
7 
8 
7 
2 
4 
4 
5 
5 
6 
7 
7 
8 
8 
7 
5) 
5 
7 
7 


a5 BU gERE SERS 


Il 


CONFERENCE OVERALL 
PCr 
a 
67 
3B 
00 
a3 
66) 
00 
3B 
00 
ve 
0 
00 
cd 
= 
* 
300 
300 
m 


. 


KE ga, d 


ivision 


Central Intercollegiate 


Athletic Association 


5 
4 
2 
0 
5 
4 
3 
2 
o 
7 
9 
7 
6 
5 
5 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 

Great Northwest Athletic 


‘stem Washington 


Southland Football 

Sam Houton st. 

‘Stephen F. Austin 
Siwestrn hte 


Wi 
Ai § 


Mdleese St. 
Northwestern St, 
Jacksonville St 
St 
Southwest Teas 


RRSSR8S8 BSRaRQRe REZSSRS [SSRRARRSS [ESRRSSE [FRBSss aR BRSRR FRRR [RSs 


www.streetandsmiths.com_— 


Sohetate BRRSRRSS col ppb alan Pecos: SSRESRRZ BasRaes ae GzRSRSE S iiaek 8888 Pua 
EeGaSome |sacanaraiebeodancn Biccnasnce asvumader lbecamae. bate eadaaemllieadea cneacet idee 
7487, ! i i, aj ni gg 12 ltl H ‘ i il 
er = Gag a = Gage , 3 q 
SS GG4 Shantiusd Suctaes SHH Sadia! UN Faaditl td ul Bint 
ge BRSRRSES RSRSRSSS RSE £g2e338 Sasaas RZERSRRRSE RRRERSSRRS SSSSARRS 
Be leevaters, hentninies || soimnd: Guinih lkaniecin pivines 5 EEE eee 


nts: 


ivision 


Cen Michigan 
fasten idan 
Mountain 


wy JRSSSRaRER BSSSRRRs a SRRRSSRSRS BSAsss 222835 geeggs ZRRRRRSRRE BRRRSRE gR2e 
Ti F Regsssse BSaRRR za SR SRRRRESRR BSsgege S28838 SSSRRR BEZERESRLS 8299R88 ZeRS 
Sa Saecodeam ||saciesnea! \eawacaeenmee Gaeaen Neves aa Igacase ghocossnne aionee guna 
= g | § _ 
S Beucltist, Befied, dae ccodtel seacees. <aaei. Eke deg fey i a ai : 
rs Bg2ei8ia, Slelsesec8 Sie2e 2222822 SE222233 €,2222s S22222 B22 tei Si2giisa, aziz 
SHGGgh SIHUHNE S2hd1201 SHUIL §:05i2 Sigal Sisi).iaa] Selidieds gag] 


"Bow ond playoff games induded 


164 


SeRARR [RER 


™ 
60 
0 
= 
° 
0 


SRSSS5 EZ°RARAS [ESRARRSSAR [SSRRER |RARRSERRRS [RERTRS |SSRRERERRE 


prone fersseseses zonhe saserat, alti ccgsen igaries |pneepine loaaeae leven icy 
RRRRRS Slegesgaza ae geese 83 agas Elcansagees S22eees BRRGR ERATE g88888 BSeeRrRAae 
SeHae Ele has eenrs g own oe sohnane \ aici greos--- gl esteenen- Sosa a 
. Syd, 2 3 £ jagy § BL Be g Bs S|. og 
wi baa 848 tills Syeda dlalll. Shae: lage at 
Fisted HUGH]! ghasdil, HERG Sleadsdll HHH) Hishui gills dui! 


165 


a8 BRESSESRR RARRRRA |SRITSER RRRRRRE |RREHRESS [ERRERRERRR [RRSRKS [SRRERReRRee leaag 


jiate 


3 
se BaRRSRS BRRGRRS ARRRSS BARRsS jegRRaess Slaeggsagags ggasens 
g 


SRRREPTIAHE 


a0 


Miinest ot jiate Athletic 
T 
1 
62 
53 


7 


6 
6 
5 
5 
3 
2 
1 
0 


} ACE 3 til, a 2 8h 
Vag abtutdon Uinta dha dill Hinde 


a 


sllsli 


Middle Atlantic States Coll 
% 0 


1s 
06 
College Conference 


of Illinois & wen 


Fogestana i) 
MLWeseyan 
per 
penal 
waht 
pers 


gsatl: G0] ill 


R (SRSS85gee jeer eggay RRR SRRRS BRSQRRys Ig |SS8eaRegas ASQ RSSes 


| 
ae eat anade . Karneente [ERAS St Gaektses 7 voctaaeces. loinwa ice 
3a Plgsaagsges BERERRLS BPRRSER ES BRAG SaRE BRARERRR ESS = "eae te BSR8 BaSRR 
win Blemanenenn  fennnnmen  gleeowemee  Blewnneenn  |eeennnncnne leitigtbrmrsep. ‘esses jatar aati 
z, 4 | i ere ere diy Sita G7 
2) dite srdges Shathetes Gelaid gd fdlh, Hartt ell = Pelee fh, dae: deat 
Wadi duloln Gini Bh fall ayaa ayiil gH 


Ras SSaskR RSSSER8 SERA BRERA BRRSSRRRR [RRS egzeseg BRRSSSRRRS S2e9588 sReek 


RES aggeee gaggaag  jaegggeay x EEEEL Lees HESS8EFEHR8 = Bee 88858 
nee creme on Bs 3 ele ee shanti arnne 
- * Ronda Celtpenedseem Cal Narsenke deo taumisee (alten: mes “ noe 
nee wean nnemnne EBleneecrnnve Bln cnet ennane Jnomoenrs mo Sipreoreer ne 8] eornacs eon 
4a i ly 38 _ ES ae os as]. s 
dea S| 2,722! £, $249 ESlsg 22,2 o3l22289 3 2 S| 8 a, Stl 90 .226.4¢ Soe .3 28s 
aia S88s:22 23925222 SS chii2ig2 = §1222521222 gle.tsa4, 228 2§cagdlishi Pediilta: #0 u, 
in gH) gE EGY SHUG da) EXRTNG SEE ds 


‘www.streetandsmiths.com 


Old Dominion Athletic 

Brdgewatera) 6 <0 100 90 1000 
HampdensSydney = «3-3 SSS S00 
Wash tee 33 0 5 5 Sw 
EmoryeHeny = «3 3500S S500 
Gallons 33 4 6 
fandolph-Maon 23334 6 40 
(athe 15 39 0307 300 
Presidents’ Athletic 

Vash Bie 40 1000 100 1000 
Westminster(Pa) «3 «2600 Saas 
Bethany) = 22D 
Waynesburg 230 37 300 
Gee Cty 13 20 27 m 
Tiel 13029 2 8 20 
Southern California 

Intercollegiate Athletic 

Teeetal 50 1 6 1 ae 
Gautheran 32 0 6 3 86 
Redlands 32 oo 53 
GuemomM'S 23 ADS 3S 
Wier 23 m 27 Mm 
Lveme os mm 1s mM 
Southern Collegiate Athletic 

Tiny Tee) 60 100 9 2 
Conte 51 goo 
DePauw 42 6 5S 
ilsps 33 0 6 4 
UnivoftteSouth «2-4 BSS 
Rhodes 15 M6 OS 5 
oe-Hunan 06 0 2 8 


University Athletic Association 


Washington(Wa) 4-0-1000 <8 2 a0 

GmegieMelon = «33-1750 72 

GseWesten 13 mo 5 5 50 

Gicago 13 0 6 3 66 

ocester 13030 3 7 3 

Upstate Collegiate Athletic 

Ferseber +0 10 8 0 100 

Un (Yd 21 70 8 2 m0 

Hobart 22 0 6 3 67 

Rochester 13030 37 3 

Sclawrence 04 0 0 0 mo 

Wisconsin State University 

Watuthie «<5 2748 20 

Wes-SternsPoint §=5 2 7M 8 4 TT 

Wis Stout 43 63 866 

Wa-fiverfals = 4 3 Sg Sa 

Wectatse = «3 $B OO 
24 am 4 6 am 

Ws-Whitewater «2-5 2S SS 50 

Ws-Ososh 25 8S 3 6 3B 

Independents 

ThomasMoe «t=O 

aca 12 M6 

Brockport St 92 38 

Neo a2 0 

siliman 63 666 

Hartwick 14 8% 

Mariner = 86ST 

Fekfort 54 355 

ed a5 

We-luhean = 4 Sat 

Ghapman 36 3B 

Grado ol 36 3B 

FomonaPizer = «26383 

Pini 24 3 

Stlohnfsher «37300 

NarenathaBaptst = 8200 

Maryile(lem) 2-8 200 

Westminter(Mo) 28200 

BatfleSt. 1a oan 

xstemOregon 1 TT 

outa 1am 

Baidu 01 9 

Gataudet 04 000 

Uta 08 


Bowl Games 


Alamo .. 


Citrus . 


lowa 19, Texas Tech 16 
Tennessee 45, Michigan 17 
Cotton ‘Oklahoma 10, Arkansas 3 
Fiesta. Oregon 38, Colorado 16 
galleryfurniture.com Texas A&M 28,TCU9 


Gator . . Florida St. 30, Virginia Tech 17 
GMAC. «+++ Marshall 64, East Carolina 61 (207) 
Holiday . Texas 47, Washington 43 
Humanitarian, ...... Clemson 49, Louisiana Tech 24 
Independence ...... Alabama 14, lowa St.13 
Insight.com..... Syracuse 26, Kansas St.3 


Las Vegas. Utah 10,USC 6 
Liberty. . Louisville 28, BYU 10 

Motor City - Toledo 23, Ci nati 16 
Music City Boston College 20, Georgia 16 


New Orleans 


Colorado St.45, North Texas 20 


Orange . Florida 56, Maryland 23 
Outback South Carolina 31, Ohio St. 28 
Peach . North Carolina 16, Auburn 10 
Rose .. Miami 37, Nebraska 14 
Seattle Georgia Tech 24, Stanford 14 
Silicon Valley .......Michigan St.44, Fresno St.35 
Sugar. LSU 47, Ilinois 34 

Sun. Washington St. 33, Purdue 27 


Tangerine. ittsburgh 34,N.C.State 19 


Division I-AA Playoffs 


FIRST ROUND 
Appalachian St.40- William & Mary 27 
Furman 24. Western Kentucky 20 


Florida A&M 35 
Hofstra 24 (OT) 
McNeese St.10 
Northwestern St.19 
Eastern Illinois 43, 

- Northern Arizona 31 


Georgia Southern 60 


Montana 28 . 
Northern lowa 49... 
Sam Houston St.34.. 


‘QUARTERFINALS 
Furman 34. ves Lehigh 17 
Georgia Southern 38 Appalachian St.24 
Montana 49 . Sam Houston St.24 


Northern lowa 56. Maine 28 


‘SEMIFINALS: 

Furman 24. ‘Georgia Southern 17 
Montana 38 . .. Northern lowa 0 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

Montana 13 . . Furman 6 
Division II Playoffs 

‘FIRST ROUND 

Catawba 35. . ‘Central Arkansas 34 


Grand Valley St.42. 
North Dakota 42. 
Pittsburgh St.20. 
Saginaw Valley St. 33. 
Tarleton St.28 . 
UC Davis 37 
Valdosta St.40. 


Bloomsburg 14 
Winona St.28 
Nebraska-Omaha 7 
Indiana (Pa.) 32 
Chadron St.24 

Tex. A&M-Kingsville 32 
Fort Valley St.24 


QUARTERFINALS 


Catawba 37. 
Grand Valley St. 33. 
North Dakota 38. 
UC Davis 42 . 


Valdosta St. 34 (OT) 

. Saginaw Valley St.30 
Pittsburgh St.0 
Tarleton St.25 


SEMIFINALS 


Catawba 16 
UC Davis 2 


Grand Valley St.34. 
North Dakota 14. 


‘CHAMPIONSHIP 


North Dakota 17. 


- Grand Valley St. 14 


Division III Playoffs 


FIRST ROUND 
Augustana 54 Defiance 14 
Ithaca 35 . Ate Montclair St.23 


Pacific Lutheran 27 . Whitworth 26 (OT) 
Brockport St.17 

St. Norbert 20 
MacMurray 30 

Mary Hardin-Baylor 6 
‘Western Maryland 21 
‘Westfield St.7 


Trinity (Tex, 30 . 
Wash. & Jeff.24 ... 
Western Conn. St.8 . 


Widener 56. Christopher Newport 7 
Wis.-Steven Point 37........Bethel (Minn.) 27 
Wittenberg 38. .-Hardin-Simmons 35 (OT) 
‘SECOND ROUND 


Trinity (Tex) 37 
Rensselaer 10 
Augustana 7 

Central (lowa) 21 (OT) 


Bridgewater (Va) 47 
Ithaca 27 - 
Mount Union 3, 
Pacific Lutheran 27 . 


Rowan 43. Western.Conn, St.14 
St.John’s (Minn) 9 Wis.-Stevens Point 7 
Widener 46. Wash. & Jeff. 30 


Wittenberg 41 Thomas More 0 
(QUARTERFINALS 

Bridgewater (Va.) 57 Widener 32 
Mount Union 49... . Wittenberg 21 
Rowan 48. Ithaca 0 


St. John’s (Minn) 31. Pacific Lutheran 6 


‘SEMIFINALS 
Bridgewater (Va) 29 
Mount Union 35 


Rowan 24 
St.John’s (Minn,) 14 


CHAMPIONSHIP 
Mount Union 30... 


NAIA Playoffs 
‘FIRST ROUND 
Benedictine (Kan. 29. 
Campbelisville (Ky.) 42 
Carroll (Mont.) 45. 
Concordia (Neb.) 31 
Evangel (Mo.) 48. 
Georgetown (Ky.) 42... Tri-State (Ind.) 21 
Sioux Falls (S.D.) 27 . Mary (N.D.) 21 (OT) 
Southern Oregon 54........ McKendree (IIl.) 10 


Bridgewater (Va) 27 


+... NW Oklahoma St.27 
St.Francis (Ind) 21 
Valley City St. (N.D) 27 
St. Ambrose (lowa) 26 
Kansas Wesleyan 0 


QUARTERFINALS 
Benedictine (Kan) 34. 
Carroll (Mont. 16. 
Georgetown (Ky. 76 


Evangel (Mo) 30 
Southern Oregon 13 
Campbelisville (ky) 9 


Sioux Falls (S.D.) 34 . . Concordia (Neb) 0 
SEMIFINALS 

Georgetown (Ky) 31........ Carroll (Mont) 22 
Sioux Falls (S.D) 40 . Benedictine (Kan.) 6 
CHAMPIONSHIP. 

Georgetown (Ky) 49.. ioux Falls (S.D) 27 


1-A Coaching Changes for 2002 


‘SCHOOL FORMER COACH NEW COACH 
Arkansas St. Joe Hollis ‘Steve Roberts 
California Tom Holmoe Jeff Tedford 
Florida Steve Spurrier Ron Zook 
GeorgiaTech George O'Leary Chan Gailey 
Indiana Cam Cameron Gerry DiNardo 
Kansas Terry Allen Mark Mangino 
La-Lafayette Jerry Baldwin Rickey Bustle 
Navy Charlie Weatherbie Paul Johnson 
NotreDame Bob Davie Tyrone Willingham 
San Diego St. Ted Tollner Tom Craft 

smu Mike Cavan Phil Bennett 
Stanford Tyrone Willingham Buddy Teevens 
Vanderbilt. Woody Widenhofer Bobby Johnson 


eee 
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National 


Recruf 


Longhorns continue Brown's 
spree with another No. 1 class. 


By DouG HuFF, 


STUDENT SPORTS MAGAZINE 


exas is No. I—at least in the annual ral- 
ent search for college football players. 
Coach Mack Brown's team received 
commitments from 27 prospects, including 22 
home-grown players, as the Longhorns were the 
dominant school in recruiting fertile Texas. 
‘The other five signees come from five differ- 
and 
Louisiana plus Arizona, Colorado and Illinois. 


ent states—neighboring Oklahoma 

‘The marquee recruit is 6-foot-6, 200-pound 
quarterback Vincent Young of Madison High in 
Houston, who ran and passed for 53 touch- 
downs and accounted for 4,167 yards of total 
offense for a 14-1 team. He was selected Student 
Sports Magazine's National Player of the Year 
and Parade’s Co-Player of the Year with running 
back Lorenzo Booker of St. Bonaventure High 
in Ventura, California. Booker committed to 
Florida State. 

‘Texas arguably landed the nation’s top group 
of defensive linemen with eight toured prospects 
in the fold, including Marco Martin, Rodrique 
Wright, Larry Dibbles and Tally Janszen from 
‘Texas; Bryan Pickryl from Oklahoma; Chase 
Pittman from Louisiana; Kasey Studdard from 
Colorado; and Lyle Sendelein from Arizona. 

‘With Texas the consensus winner among the re- 
cruiting classes, here’ the remainder of the Top 25: 


2. Ohio State 
The Buckeyes, like Texas, concentrated on 
their in-state talent and landed most of the 


home-grown plums with 18 of the 25 recruits 
from the Buckeye State, including running back 


Maurice Clarett of Warren Harding High, the 
USA Today Offensive Player of the Year. 
Mammoth Derek Morris (6-6, 350) of North 
Mecklenburg High in Huntersville, North 
Carolina, is arguably the nation’s top offensive 
line rectuie. A sleeper could be quarterback/ath- 
lete Troy Smith from Glenville High in 
Cleveland, who ourplayed highly touted Justin 
Zwick of Massillon at the Student Sports Elite 
11 Quarterback Camp. 


3. Miami 

‘The Hurricanes continue to lead the Big East 
in landing talent and may have the best group of 
receivers in this recruiting class. The four incom- 
ing pass-catchers are Ryan Moore, Darnell 
Jenkins and Sinorice Moss of Florida and 
Akieem Jolla of Louisiana plus tight ends Eric 
Winston of Texas and Curtis Justus of 
Oklahoma. The No. 1 recruit, however, proba- 
bly is athlete Devin Hester of Florida, the MVP 
of the Califlorida Bowl all-star game. Hester can 
play wideout, defensive back, running back and 
return kicks. 


4. Florida State 

The Seminoles’ stock was boosted on signing 
day when Lorenzo Booker of Ventura, California, 
rated the top running back prospect, shocked 
recruiting experts by announcing on ESPN he 
was going to FSU. He will join, arguably, the 
nation’s top linebacker group, which includes 
Buster Davis and Sam McGrew of Florida, 
Darrell Burston and Nate Hardage of Georgia, 


AJ. Nicholson of North Carolina and Kamerion 
Wimberly of Kansas. A sleeper might be wide 
receiver John Harris of Americus, Georgia, who 
joins a talented group of wideouts, including 
possibly the two best around—Dishon Platt and 
Chris Davis, both in-state products. 


5. Tennessee 

‘The Vols landed super in-state running back 
Gerald Riggs Jr. from Red Bank High in 
Chattanooga, and he will run behind maybe the 
nation’s top crop of offensive line recruits. That 
group is headed by Brandon Jefferies of North 
Carolina and Rob Smith of Kentucky, along with 
Cody Douglass from Texas and in-state product 
Justin Harrell. A sleeper recruit might be defen- 
sive back Jonathan Wade from Louisiana power- 
house Evangel Christian of Shreveport, one of 
nine college-bound players from that school. 


6.UCLA 

The Bruins needed help ar quarterback and 
appear to have filled their biggest need by land- 
ing two toured in-state signal-callers—Drew 
Olson of Piedmont and Matt Moore of 
Newhall. Also on board is all-round athlete and 
quarterback Mike Nixon of Phoenix, the 
Arizona Player of the Year. The top individual 
recruit may be highly touted tight end Marcedes 
Lewis of Poly High of Long Beach, which has 
produced more NFL players than any other high 
school, Poly had six D-I recruits this season. 


7. Oklahoma 


The Sooners corralled the nation’s top defen- 
sive secondary group, including Jason Carter of 
in-state powerhouse Jenks, the nation’s second- 
ranked team, plus Aaron Miller of Fresno, 
California, and two Texas products—Michael 
Hawkins of Carrollton and Brodney Poole of 
Houston. ‘Two promising tight ends also were 
landed—J. D. Runnells of in-stare Midwest 
City and Lanear Nixon of Miami. 
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8. Virginia 

‘Two of the nation’s top three linebackers 
remained in-state and signed with the Cavalier, 
giving them a solid group of defenders. Staying 
home were Ahmad Brooks of Woodbridge, the 
USA Today Defensive Player of the Year, and 
Kai Parham of Virginia Beach, who could play 
immediately next season and might be the 
nation’s top incoming linebacker. 


9. Georgia 

The Bulldogs lured Florida’ top offensive line 
prospect, Max Jean-Gilles of North Miami, to the 
Athens campus, and also super defensive lineman 
Kedric Golston of Tyrone, Georgia, rated the 
nation’s top D-line prospect until being injured 
in an automobile wreck during football season. 
A sleeper prospect also is coming off an injury— 
running back Reshard Dudley of Marianna, 
Florida, who was a Top 100 prospect when healthy. 


10. Southern Cal 

Four players from powerhouse Long Beach 
Poly highlight this class, including safety Darnell 
Bing, defensive lineman Manuel Wright, run- 
ning back Herschel Dennis and offensive line- 
man Winston Justice. Another in-state product, 
however, could be the class sleeper—linebacker 
Oscar Lua of Indio. 


11, Michigan 

The Wolverines recruited well in-state and in 
the Midwest but went to California for a quarter- 
back—Matt Gutierrez from the nation’s top- 
ranked team, De La Salle of Concord. Michigan 
signed its top in-state prospect in 6-foot-4, 335- 
pound defensive lineman Gabe Watson, who also 
could be tested on the offensive side of the ball. 


12. Notre Dame 

New head coach Tyrone Willingham, who left 
Stanford for South Bend, landed 18 recruits, 
including two touted prospects from a familiar 
state, California—wide receiver Rhema 
McKnight from La Palma and offensive lineman 
Derek Landri from top-ranked De La Salle. 
Other “name” recruits include wide receiver 
Maurice Stovall from Pennsylvania and defen- 
sive lineman Travis Leitko ftom Texas. 


13. South Carolina 

Lou Holtz and company concentrated on the 
Carolinas and Georgia for most of their talent 
search and reeled in one of the nation’s top line- 
backer prospects in Ricardo Hurley from 
Greenwood, South Carolina, plus tight 
end/offensive lineman Mo Thompson of Goose 
Creek, South Carolina’s Player of the Year. 


14. Colorado 

The Buffaloes reached into California, Texas 
and Louisiana for several of their 30 solid signees, 
buc few marquee recruits are on the list. 
However, some of the “no-names” impressed 
observers at summer camps and appear prospects 
with promising futures. That list includes defen- 
sive back Donald Burgs of Houston and tight 
end Joseph Klopenstein of Aurora, Colorado. 


15. Mississippi State 

The Bulldogs comered the in-state recruiting 
market by landing 20 home-grown prospects 
among its 28 signees. Included are running back! 
athlete Jerious Norwood of Brandon, the state’ 
Player of the Year, and one of the nation’s top 
safety prospects in Darren Williams of Clarksdale. 
A talented our-ofstate recruit is quarterback 
Justin Tyler from Georgia. 


16. Auburn 

The Tigers landed fleet wide receiver Ben 
Obomanu of Selma, considered by some 
Alabama’ top prospect, as well as touted quar 
terback Brandon Cox from Trussville, a state 
Player-of-the-Year honoree. A touted Florida 
running back, Tre Smith from Venice, also 
boosts the stock of his clas, 


17. Texas A&M 

The Aggies didn't have to leave the state for 
22 of their 23 signees. The leader of the pack is 
Reggie McNeal of state Class 5A champion 
Lufkin. He is considered the nation’ top running 
quarterback. A home-grown sleeper might be 
defensive back Courtney Lewis from Houston. 


18. Washington 

‘The Huskies recruited one of the nation’s top 
athletic quarterbacks in Isaiah Stanback from 
Garfield High in Seattle. He's joined by 
California running back Kenny James, who has 
scored more than 50 TDs in a season, and 
Arizona offensive lineman Clayton Walker, who 
might be the surprise of the bunch. 


19. Penn State 

‘The Nittany Lions went to 13 states to sign 21 
prospects, In-state, the top recruit may be offensive 
lineman Mark Farris from Pittsburgh. From 
Michigan is that state's rushing and scoring record- 
holder, Tim Shaw from Clarenceville. From Illinois 
is linebacker/tight end prospect J. R. Zwierzynski, 
an all-stare running back from Joliet Catholic. 


20. LSU 
Coach Nick Saban and staff didnt stray far 


from home to land 18 in-state prospects in a 


class of 27 recruits. Versatile athlete Skyler 
Green, from Marrero, is an explosive player 
who could perform at a number of positions. 
Running back Justin Vincent from Lake 
Charles and defensive lineman Kyle Williams 
of Ruston earned high praise from most 
recruiting analysts. 


21. Florida 

If the Gators had recruited as well at other 
positions as they did at running back, their 
overall ranking would have been closer the top. 
Florida landed possibly the top crop of run- 
ning backs in the country, with one or two 
expected to sce early game action—Ciatrick 
Fason from Florida and/or DeShawn Wynn 
from Ohio. Also in the mix is Jimtavis Walker 
from Georgia. 


22. Arizona State 

Seven junior college recruits dot this 30-player 
class, as the Sun Devils beat the Western bushes 
hard for talent. Among the high school crop 
is touted wide receiver Terry Richardson from 
California, and defensive end Nick Johnson and 
quarterback Kellen Bradley from Arizona. 


23. Michigan State 


‘The Spartans picked up some highly touted 
recruits, including the pass-and-catch combina- 
tion of quarterback Drew Stanton and wide 
receiver Agim Shabaj from top in-state program 
Farmington Hills Harrison, which won its fifth 
straight state title last season. Also in the fold 
are nwo-sport standout Matt Trannon, a wide 
receiver from Flint, and touted St. Louis run- 
ning back David Richard. 


24, Kansas State 

‘The Wildcats landed one of the nation's top 
junior college prizes in running back Daniel 
Davis from Garden City Community College in 
Kansas. The Virginia native, who got consider- 
able time as a freshman at North Carolina, 
is expected to make an immediate impact. 
Another JUCO recruit who could see early 
action next fall is defensive back Randy Jordan 
from Bakersfield, California. 


25. Virginia Tech 

‘The Hokies didn’ land the big in-state names 
signed by rival Virginia, but one name stands 
out in this class—Vick. Michael's younger 
brother, Marcus Vick, is also a quarterback and 
considered more advanced at this stage than his 
big brother, according to his prep coach, Tommy 
Reamon, who coached both at Warwick High in 
Newport News, Virginia. a 
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Send My FREE ISSUES of College & Pro Football Newsweekly, 
___| Sportstorm, The National Sports Weekly and The Platinum Sheet 
at No Cost or Obligation. Offer good only to new subscribers. 
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Want ’em all? 


Now you can order the 2002 College Football Yearbook with your favorite team on the cover! 


or : 
ON LY $6 99 EA ‘STREET & SMITH’S SPORTS GEAR 
: 120 W. MOREHEAD ST. * SUITE 100 
+ $3.50°SHIPPING FOR THE FIRST BOOK CHARLOTTE, NC 28202 
$.50 FOR EACH ADDITIONAL BOOK 


Question: What Do ESPN, NFL Sunday Ticket, & Fox Sports Net Have That We Don't? 


Answer: 


q 


Ben es a 
Simplify your life with the ATS SportsPager! 


© Scores for football, basketball, baseball, © Works Nationwide, © The Excusive ATS SuperChannel 
| hockey, etc. as it happens, © Horse Racing, which incudes: : 

© Official Las Vegas lines updated all day long, © Headline News and Much More, - Stats, - Free Selections, - Sharp Money Moves. 
\ © Weather & Injury Reports, © Only pennies a day, ‘ 
| © Great Situational Scoring, For more information or a FREE 


The Nation's Largest SportsPager provider... SportsPager Brochure Call 


y 1-800-772-1287 


Ask for Operator #1010. 
Every ATS SportsPager comes with a 
10-Day Money-Back Guarantee* 


Fax# (410) 602-0132 
1498 M. Reisterstown Ri. 
Suite 17 

Baltimore, MD 21208 
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*Certain restrictions apply 


For all your sports betting needs visit us online at 


WWW. atswins . com Order today ond have your — tomorrow via 6 x". 


Selections, scores, lines, handicapping information and much more! —_Reselers and conversions welcome! 


